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Acreage 

fOR  SEED  PC- 
LARGEST  ON  RECORD 

TOTAL  of  219,972  bushels  of   po- 
tatoes of  tlie  1941  Pennsylvania  crop 
^^n  certified   for  seed  by   the  Bu- 
1,1  Plant   Industry   of   the    Uepart- 
!!t  of  Agriculture,  Secretary  John   H. 
t  has  announced,    which    is   only    59 
^,'els  less  than  the  highest  year  since 
Ication  was  begun.   There  were  1,599 
,,  of  potatoes   entered    this   year    for 
t'ticalion   c^tnipares    with    1,824    acres 
lad  last  year  when  the   total   potato 
amounted   to  9(X),0tX)  bushels   more 
\  111  1^41-   ^  '^*^  ^^*-*'  however,  that  of 
acres  entered,  873  acres  were  certified 
lc\\  is   the    highest    acreage    certified 
this  work  was  started  in  this  State 
h]  compared   with    813    acres    certified 
t  vear,  is  Ih^W  as  an  indication  of  the 
cat  progress   which    is   being    made    in 
f.  production    of    higher    grade    tubers 
t  a  result  of  the  certification   program. 
he  average  yield   of   the   crop   on   the 
-es  certified  was  276.8  bushels  per  acre 
;,n;l,  is  more   than   double    the    normal 
crai-'e  for   the    commercial    crop    pro- 
|i.ft(l  in  this  State. 

jecd  potatoes  were  certified  in  18  coun- 
•    While    the    bulk    of    the    crop    is 
atertd  in  Potter  County,  there  is  good 
itribution  throughout   the    State.     It   is 
aim  of  the   Department   of    Agricul- 
e  to  make  certified   seed   available    in 
.many  oiunties  as  possible  so  that  local 
rowers  will  have   ready    access    to   the 
«t  sources  of    seed.     Certified    seed    is 
iiailahle  in   Bradford,    Butler,    Cambria, 
awi'ord,  Erie,   Lackawanna,   Lancaster, 
chieh,  Mercer,    Monroe,    Northampton, 
'Iter,  Si'nicrset,   Sullivan,  Tioga,   War- 
am!  Wyoming  counties. 
The  Russet  is  still  the  leading  variety 
titled,  totaling  122,503  bushels.    White 
:rals  rank  second  with  39.446  bushels; 
talidins,    third     with     38,182    bushels; 
■.:ppewas,   fourth    with    13,429   bushels; 
twnias,  12.431    bushels ;    Nittany    Cob- 
;r>,  7,140    bushels;     Pcnnigans,    3,748 
lWs;    Allegheny     Mountains,      3,456 
>hels;  Scbagos,    807    bushels;    Sequia, 
l^  bushels,  and   Green    Mountains,   200 
jiiels. 

1 1940  Pennsylvania  ranked  thirteenth 
t'Jtal  production  of  certified  seed  among 
;  29  i)ro(luciiig  states.  In  the  produc- 
ffl  of  both  Russets  and  White  Rurals 
>  Slate  ranked  second  and  fifth  for 
itahdins. 

I;  is  estimated  that  approximately 
'W)  bushels  of  potatoes  are  planted 
n  yiar  in  this  Sate  hut  there  is  no 
wd  of  the  number  of  bushels  of  certi- 
seed  used.  Growers  of  this  State 
'cliase  a  considerable  amount  of  certi- 
seed  in  other  states  and  growers  from 
^tr  Mates  likewise  purchase  considerable 
fnnsylvania  certified  seed. 

TEST  44,804  CATTLE 
FOR  BANG'S  DISEASE 

LRING  the  month  of  November 
44.804  cattle  were  tested  for  Bang 
«se,  according  to  the  reiK)rt  of  the 
'"Jfan  of  Animal  Industry  to  Secretary 
™  H.  Light  of  the  Department  of 
?"culture.  Of  that  number  1.104  cattle 
f;<;  found  to  be  affected  by  the  disease 

*«re  condemned.  State  idemnities  for 
lymned  cattle  paid  during  the  month 
*'inted  to   Jv39.698    and    the    idemnity 

J  ''y  the  Federal  Government  totaled 
;"'"  At  the  end  of  the  month  there 
P'>.273  Certified  herds  of  cattle   and 

^^•nified  g,,at  herds  in  this  State. 
I^"""!?  the  month  83  calves  in  10  herds 
T'^"ig  415  cattle  were  given  the 
.'•'icalflKMKi  vaccinatirm  under  the  plan 
■dlast  March  as  a  preventive  meas- 
^  '^^  oani,'  disease.  Seven  permits  were 
fr!'^S  ^'"^  administering  the  vaccina- 

':..."  ''rings  the  total   issued   since 

_'JuratmK  the  plan  to   107.    The   vac- 

'^3 T  T''^"!^  ^^  "o^v  being  practiced 
»'  of  .^'"5^  March  the  total  num- 
L, /.^^.^'"ation    reports    received    in- 

^''•'^2  calves  in  180  herds  of  cattle. 

'%  th    "^   ^'^''^^^    ^^^*'^    ^*^^^    ^^^^^"^ 

whi  u     '*^'"^'  month    for   tuberculosis 

"ch  only   113  cattle   were    found   to 

Mesf  H     ^   *®*^^   "^    ^^^   ^^^^^    ^^^""^ 

test    A ^"''  nnnc  of   them  reacted  to 

«'e  L      •"*'^'  ''^  '^2.640  was  paid   in 

ineH       r^-    *f'  'i^'''^'  owners  for  con- 

cj         '"  ''»flf''»'«>n  to  a  total  Fed- 

'^'^Tiiment   indemmtv  ..f  $2Xm. 
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1941  PA.  APPLE  CROP 
LARGER  THAN   1940 

PKKLIMINARY  figures  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  place  the 
1941  Penn.sylvania  apple  crop  at  9,313.000 
bushels  compared  with  9,100,000  bushels 
last  year  and  the  previous  five-year  av- 
erage of  9,317,000  bushels.  A  higher 
percentage  of  the  crop  has  been  and  is 
being  used  for  processing  apple  products 
than  in  any  previous  year. 

According  to  the  1942  fruit  outlook 
report  fruit  producers  throughout  the 
country  may  expect  the  most  favorable 
demand  situation  for  the  output  in  1942 
than  has  prevailed  for  more  than  a 
decade.  Consumer  purchasing  power  is 
expected  to  continue  to  increase  and  the 
present  prospect  is  for  a  considerable 
expansion  in  the  export  outlet  resulting 
from  the  lend-lease  program.  It  is  held 
to  be  not  likely  that  all  important  fruit 
crops  and  growers  will  share  alike  in 
the  improved  situation  but  that  the  fruit 
industry  as  a  whole  faces  favorable 
prospects. 

PA.  EGG  PRODUCTION 
EXCEEDS  PREVIOUS 
RECORDS    FOR    NOV. 

POULTRY  flocks  on  Pennsylvania 
farms  have  taken  up  the  challenge 
for  defense  with  the  establishment  of 
new  production  records,  according  to  re- 
ports of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
issued  by  Secretary  John  H.  Light.  On 
December  1  the  average  rate  of  egg  pro- 
duction was  29.4  eggs  per  100  hens  which 
was  a  new  record  for  that  date  and  was 
the  second  consecutive  month  to  exceed 
the  previous  high  record  by  about  10 
percent.  The  average  rate  of  egg  pro- 
duction on  the  first  of  each  month  for 
the  current  year  indicates  that  total  egg 
production  for  Pennsylvania  this  year  will 
exceed  1940  by  about  five  percent  and 
will  be  the  largest  in  recent  years.  The 
number  of  layers  on  December  1  was 
15,232,000  compared  with  14,740,000  on 
the  comparable  date  last  year.  Egg  pro- 
duction for  November  was  130  million 
compared  with  HI  million  for  that  month 
in  1940.  The  monthly  number  of  eggs 
per  layer  increased  from  7.5  in  Novem- 
ber, 1940,  to  8.5  eggs  last  month. 

Farm  flocks  this  year  for  the  State 
have  averaged  slightly  below  1940  but 
have  been  increasing  rapidly  during  Nov- 
ember and  December  and  are  now  about 
e(|ual  to  the  average  of  the  past  five 
years.  Pullets  not  yet  of  laying  age  on 
December  1  were  indicated  to  be  about 
15  percent  more  than  a  year  ago. 

For  the  country  as  a  whole  egg  pro- 
duction in  November  was  a  record  for 
the  month  in  practically  all  parts  of  the 
country,  both  in  rate  of  lay  per  bird  and 
in  total  production  of  eggs.  Total  pro- 
duction for  the  nation  was  11  percent 
larger  than  in  November  last  year  and 
39  percent  above  the  previous  10-year 
average.  More  than  half  of  the  increase 
was  due  to  a  higher  rate  of  lay  and  the 
balance  to  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
layers. 

Farm  flocks  throughout  the  country 
were  the  largest  for  the  month  of  Nov- 
ember sinte  1930.  Production  of  baby 
chicks  by  commercial  hatcheries  during 
November  was  66  percent  larger  than  the 
previous  record  output  of  November  last 
year.  Most  of  the  chicks  were  for  com- 
mercial broiler  production.  The  commer- 
cial production  of  broilers  and  fryers  has 
increased  greatly  this  year,  and  in  view  of 
the  large  production,  particularly  during 
recent  months,  the  prices  of  broilers  and 
fryers  have  not  increased  relatively  as 
fast  as  grain  prices.  Chicks  booked  on 
December  1  for  future  delivery  showed 
an  increase  of  65  percent  over  the  similar 
date  last  year.  Of  the  November  hatch- 
ings for  the  country  04  percent  were  of 
heavy  breeds  and  six  percent  of  light 
breeds,  the  same  proportions  shown  for 
November,  1940. 

Compilations  for  Pennsylvania  show 
that  the  average  price  received  per  dozen 
eugs  for  the  fourth  quarter,  not  including 
December,  was  .^9.4  cents  compared  with 
.?0.1  cents  for  that  quarter  in  1940.  The 
average  cost  of  100  pounds  of  laying 
mash  was  $2.63  compared  with  S2.18  last 
vear;  the  average  cost  of  100  pounds  of 
-scratch  feed  was  $\.9S  compared  with 
$].7\  and  the  number  of  eggs  needed  to 
huv  100  pounds  of  feed  was  70  this  year 
compared  with  78  during  the  last  (juarter 
last  vear. 


1319  LIVESTOCK  ARE 
ENTERED  FOR  PRIZES 
AT  PENNA.  FARM  SHOW 

ENTRIES  of  livestock  for  exhibition 
at  the  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show 
which  will  be  held  from  January  19  to 
23  in  the  great  Farm  Show  Building, 
total  1,319  not  including  the  4-H  sheep 
entries  which  have  not  yet  been  compiled. 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  John  H.  Light, 
who  is  the  Farm  Show  Commission 
chairman,  has  announced.  This  figure 
represents  a  slight  increase  over  the  num- 
ber of  entries  in  the  1941  show  and  shows 
that  the  chaotic  conditions  existing 
throughout  the  world  have  not  caused  an 
interruption  in  the  interest  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania farmer  in  the  development  of 
high  grade  cattle. 

In  the  list  as  compiled  the  entries  of 
horses  number  105  which  is  an  increase 
of  five  over  the  last  show.  There  are 
335  sheep  not  including  the  4-H  exhibits. 
The  swine  entries,  numbering  309  includ- 
ing the  vocational  classes,  show  the 
greatest  increase  over  the  1941  show  in 
which  265  animals  were  recorded.  There 
are  109  breed  type  beef  cattle  entered  in 
addition  to  the  100  baby  beef  entries 
made  by  the  4-H  Clubs  throughout  the 
State.  As  in  previous  shows,  dairy  cattle, 
numbering  361  head  of  the  five  difTerent 
breeds,  lead  the  list  of  livestock  entries. 

The  horse  entries  are  confined  to  the 
Belgian  and  Percheron  breeds,  the  dairy 
breeds  shown  are  the  Ayrshire.  Brown 
Swiss,  Guernsey.  Holstein-Friesian  and 
Jersey;  the  beef  cattle  are  of  the  Aber- 
deen-Angus. Hereford  and  Shorthorn 
breeds ;  swine  breeds  are  Berkshire. 
Chester  White,  Duroc  Jersev,  Hampshire. 
Poland  China  and  Spotted  Poland  China, 
and  the  sheep  breeds  are  .Southdown.  Ox- 
ford. Dorset.  Cheviot.  B  and  C  Type 
Merino  and  Ramhouillet. 

In  commenting  UT)on  the  livestock  di- 
vision of  the  1942  show.  Secretary  Light 
.stated  that  "it  is  most  gratifving  to  find 
that  the  conditions  of  unstability  and  un- 
certainty existing  todav  are  not  having 
any  effect  upon  the  interest  of  Pcnnsvl- 
vania  farmers  in  the  continued  develop- 
ment of  agriculture  along  more  efficient 
and  more  highlv  productive  lines.  Since 
livestock  entries  at  the  Farm  Show  are 
confined  to  the  products  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  livestock  division  of  the  show  is  repre- 
sentative of  the  fine  cattle  develonment 
which  is  taking  place  in  this  State.  Under 
any  conditions  there  is  nothing  of  greater 
importance  than  that  the  farmer  has  only 
h'uh  grade  and  high  producing  cattle. 
Nothing  contributes  more  to  this  end  than 
widespread  interest  in  an  event  like  the 
great  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show." 

Of  the  total  of  S42.5S8  cash  prizes 
which  are  oflFered  in  the  1942  show. 
$24,343  is  offered  in  livestock  awards. 

DOG  LICENSES,  FINES 
AMOUNT  TO  $25,623 

LICENSE  fees  and  fines  under  the  Di- 
vision of  Dog  Law  Enforcement  of 
the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  resulted  in  a 
total  revenue  of  S25.623  to  the  State  dur- 
ing the  month  of  November,  according 
to  the  report  to  Secretary  John  H.  Light. 
A  total  of  18..392  individual  dog  licenses 
were  issued  and  1.769  stray  and  uncon- 
trolled dogs  were  killed  by  police  ofTicers 
for  which  $1  per  head  is  paid  by  the 
State. 

Investigation  was  made  of  168  claims 
for  damages  to  livestock  and  poultry  by 
dogs,  the  total  damages  having  been  ap- 
praised at  $2,841  which  was  paid  by  the 
State.  The  State  collected  from  dog 
owners  $143  for  damages  caused  bv  their 
dogs.  Settlements  made  between  claimants 
and   owners   of   dogs   amounted   to   $698. 

DEMAND,  PRICES  UP 
FOR  PENNA.  GRAPES 

DEMAND  for  Pennsylvania  grapes 
has  been  keen  and  prices  offered  are 
much  higher  than  in  the  past  two  years, 
according  to  reports  to  the  Department 
of  Agriculture.  Harvest  of  grapes  in  the 
Erie  belt  was  early  this  year,  having  been 
completed  in  most  of  the  vineyards  about 
the  middle  of  October.  The  crop,  placed 
at  16.500  tons,  was  probably  the  smallest 
in  the  past  15  years,  having  been  reduced 
by  late  Spring  frosts,  wiml.  hail  and  dry 
weather.  Quality  was  gor)d.  the  berries 
having  been  sweet  and  remarkably  free 
from  disease. 
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ucsted  increases  under  the  defense 
r  If'ii  past  ncords  having  been  broken 


,    average  production  j)er   cuw,   ac- 

1 

Light.    On    December    1    the    reiwrts 


ding  to  rei>orts  to  the  ^Department  of 

llgriculture 


released   by    Secretary    John 


ihow 


that  the  average  production  per  cow 
herds  on  Pennsylvania  farms  was  16  2 
;ds  which   was    tlie   highest    rate   on 


also  the  first  time  in  nine 
"that  the  December  rate  has  ex- 
Tm  the  November  rate  of  production. 
tj5  situation  is  also  true  for  the  country 

Ss  contributing  to  the  heavy  milk 
irnduction  were  more  milk  covc-s  on  farms, 
Lial  milk  weather,  liberal  supple- 
Utal  feeding    and    a    somewhat    early 

asonal  upturn  in  freshening,  according 

the  reports.  r       ^u 

N'ovember  mdk  production  for  the  na- 

I'n  was  about  8.3   million   pounds    and 

tccedcd  production  in   the   same  month 

t;i  vcar  by  six  percent.    This  increase, 

.;  pointed    out,    which    would    have 

ned  disturbing  under  ordinary  condi- 

is,  was  not  quite  large  enough  to  meet 

fte  new   needs,    according    to     Federal 

("VfVS. 

Vhilc  fluid  milk  prices  continue  to  rise 
h  driminant  factors  in  the  price  situa- 
te are  the  trends  in  manufactured  dairy 
/ito  markets.  The  quantities  of  dairy 
inducts  manufactured  continue  to  show 
larked  regional  and  seasonal  adjustments. 
ilith  the  prices  of  cheese  and  condensery 
Hucts  maintained  at  relatively  high 
[vel^,  an  increasing  number  of  dairymen 
It  finding  market  outlets  in  these  prod- 
p  The  attempt  to  meet  this  demand  is 
[r'her  evidenced  by  the  high  rate  of 
V^m  thmucliout  the  country  which 
leraged  6.6  pounds  per  cow  on  Pennsyl- 
Ira  farms  on  December  1,  which  was 
k:Iy  12  percent  above  the  corresponding 
I'f  last  year.  Liberal  feeding  of  con- 
V'ntes  continues  in  spite  of  recent  ris- 
h  fffd  costs. 

]  !!'!k  production  is  be'ng  pushed  about 
|iVtas  is  practicable  and  at  increasing 
Dairy  herds  are  being  increased  and 
hi  rif  the  increa'^p  is  being  obtained  by 
wrm  low-pr'^iducing  cows  that  would 
rinarily  he  culled.  In  recent  months 
p?f  factories  and  condenseries  have 
rn  nbtnining  an  increasing  proportion 
'•''emilk  used  for  manufacturing  pur- 
l^^f^.  .\s  the  seasonal  decline  in  de- 
f'er'ei!  left   them    with    some    otherwise 

'M  plant  capacity  they  have  been  able 

"iN  creameries  for  the  local  milk 
b"l  hcraime  prices  of  both  cheese  and 
pwated  milk  are  about  a  third  higher 
pa  year  ago  while  the  price  of  butter 
*W5  practically  no  increase.    The  trend 

creamery  butter  production  appears  to 
ffpfni  Jargelv  on  the  rate  of  domestic 
^nnimption.  for  stocks  are  more  than  50 
i^'cent  larger  than  usual  for  this  seascn 
^  ttie  vpar  and  about  equal  to  the  quan- 
'i  iiMially  con«;umed  per  month. 

1'  wms  probable  that  butter  produc- 
F"  will  continue  low  this  winter  where 
|f'(  are  opportunities  to  divert  the  milk. 


jAPPLE    EXHIBIT    TO 
|SHOW  MARKET  GRADE 

l-^E  of  the  most  colorful  displavs  of 
Jf  'lie  entire  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show, 
r  Jpple  display,  is  expected  to  be  <>ut- 
|f''"^^his  year  according  to  Secretary 
r"  H,  Upht  of  the  Department  of 
F'cultiire,  who  is  chairman  of  the 
J;J  Show  Commission.  Due  to  the 
'^^  ■'  crop  of  apples  harvested  this  Fall 
J^'^y  not  he    the    largest    display    the 

rlr^'^  ^^^  ^"^  '^  '^  expected  to  be 
y^  quality  and  particularlv  strong 
:w  commercial  entries.    The  so-called 

[y';|iniercial  Class"  is  made  up  entirely 
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.ennsylvania  apples  just  as  thev   are 

■'^f'n  for  n-    *  -     -  -     - 
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ORDERS  EXTENSION  OF 
QUARANTINE  FOR 
DUTCH     ELM     DISEASE 

ADDITIONAL  areas  in  several  East- 
ern and  Northeastern  counties  have 
been  placed  nuder  quarantine  for  Dutch 
elm  disease  under  an  order  signed  by 
Secretary  John  H.  Light  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture. 

The  quarantine  and  supplemental  regu- 
lations prohibit  the  movement  from  the 
regulated  areas  of  any  and  all  parts  of 
elms  of  all  species,  whether  forest,  nurs- 
ery or  otherwise  grown,  except  that  elm 
lumber  or  products  manufactured  from 
or  containing  elm  wood,  if  entirely  free 
from  bark,  are  exempt  from  restriction. 

No  restrictions  are  placed  on  the  move- 
ment of  those  products  wholly  within  the 
regulated  areas. 

Shipments  originating  outside  the  regu- 
lated areas  are  exempt  from  restrictions 
excepting  when  moving  through  quaran- 
tined areas  they  must  be  transmitted  on 
through  bill  of  lading  and  such  movement 
by  highway  vehicle  is  permitted  only 
during  the  period  November  1  to  March 
31  unless  the  restricted  articles  are 
covered. 

The  new  areas  placed  under  quarantine 
are:  Township  of  Amity,  in  Berks 
County;  all  of  Bucks  County  except  the 
townships  of  Lower  Southampton  and 
Upper  Southampton;  townships  of  Lower 
Milford,  Salisbury,  and  Upper  Saucon. 
and  the  borough  of  Coopersburg,  in  Le- 
high County;  townships  of  Hanover, 
Pittston  and  Plains,  city  of  Wilkes-Barre, 
and  the  boroufrhs  of  Ashley,  Edwardsville, 
Forty  Fort.  Kingston,  Larksville,  Ply- 
mouth, Sugar  Notch,  Warrior  Run  and 
Wyoming,  in  Luzerne  County ;  townships 
of  Middle  Smithfield,  Smithfield,  and 
Stroud,  and  the  boroughs  of  Delaware 
Water  Gap,  E^st  Stroudsburg  and 
Stroudsburg,  in  Monroe  County ;  town- 
ships of  Franconia,  Hatfield,  Lower 
Merion,  Lower  Moreland,  Marlboro,  New 
Hanover,  Perkiomen.  Sal  ford.  Upper 
Hanover,  Upper  Merion,  West  Norriton, 
and  that  portion  of  Whitemarsh  Town- 
ship northeast  of  Stanton  Avenue,  and  the 
boroughs  of  Bridgeport,  Bryn  Athyn, 
West  Greenville,  Greenlane,  Hatfield, 
Narberth,  Pennsburg,  Red  Hill,  Souder- 
ton.  West  Conshohocken,  and  West  Tel- 
ford, in  Montgomery  County ;  townships 
of  Bethlehem,  Hanover,  Lower  Mount 
Bethel,  Lower  Saucon,  Upper  Mount 
Bethel,  and  Williams,  the  city  of  Easton 
and  the  boroughs  of  Freemansburg, 
Glendon,  Hellertown,  Portland,  West 
Easton,  and  Wilson,  in  Northampton 
County ;  ward  35.  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  Philadelphia  County ;  and  the 
townships  of  Harmony  and  Jackson,  and 
the  borough  of  Lanesboro,  in  Susque- 
hanna County. 


INCREASE  SHOWN  IN 
STORAGE   PRODUCTS 

REPORTS  from  cold  storage  ware- 
houses and  meat-packing  establish- 
ments throughout  the  United  States 
indicate  the  following  situation  as  of 
December  1 : 

Stocks  of  frozen  fruits,  frozen  vege- 
tables, butter,  cheese,  frozen  eggs,  frozen 
poultry,  and  frozen  and  cured  beef  were 
well  in  excess  of  holdings  of  these  com- 
modities on  December  1.  1940,  and  the 
December  1936-40  five  year  average.  On 
the  other  hand,  fresh  apples,  shell  eggs 
and  frozen  and  cured  pork  stocks  were 
well  below  those  of  December  1.  1940, 
but  considerably  above  the  December  1 
average. 

Holdings  of  apples  were  slightly  re- 
duced from  November  1,  1941.  a  depar- 
ture from  the  usual  increase  during  the 
month.  Stocks  of  frozen  fruits  and  ber- 
ries were  reduced  by  a  net  total  of  14.4 
million  pounds.  Frozen  vegetable  stocks 
showed  a  slight  increase,  apparentlv  due 
to  freezings  of  broccoli  and  spinach. 

Butter  stocks  were  reduced  by  34  mil 


tfLj, •""'•'   ai'pies    lusi    as    inev    arc  •juh.*..    ...wv  ....    . 

f -1  for  market  and  picked  at  random         lion  pounds  during  the  month,  cheese  by 
^}  packed  bushek   in   ^tnrafre  anrl   not         half  a   million,   shell   eggs  by   2.2  mi   ion 


Nv  f   '  ''^*^  crop"  entries  picked  espe- 
l     ''^r  the  show.    In  other  words  this 


■  'I'  '''uit  gives  a  true  cross   section 
v^ J, "J. the   quality    of    apples    which 


mii 


|i(«  f,f*"  *^^  markets.  The  commercial 
"Wit   ^^'^"^  has  been   improving  both 

aJ-'.^"^'  nnantitv  each  vear. 

,,.P^"ximateh  7.S  orchardists  of  the 
^^f  entering  about  250  bushels. 


cases,  and  frozen  eggs  by  24  million 
pounds. 

Frozen  poultry  holdings  were  increased 
b\-  44.5  million  pounds,  which  is  about 
normal  for  the  season. 

Stocks  of  frozen  and  cured  beef  were 
increased  bv  25.7  million  pounds,  pork  by 
39  million,  and  all  frozen  and  cured  meats 
by  75.6  million.  Lard  holdings  were  re- 
duced bv  1   million,  however. 
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BEEF  CATTLE  PRIZES 
TOTAL  $5,270  IN  '42 
PENNA.  FARM  SHOW 

PRIZES  totaling  ?5,27()  are  offered 
for  beef  cattle  entries  at  the  Penn- 
sylvania Farm  Show  which  will  be  held 
January  19  to  2Z  in  the  great  Farm  Show 
Building.  That  division  of  competitive 
exhibits  of  livestock  is  one  of  the  most 
important  at  the  stupendous  annual  agri- 
cultural event  and  included  in  the  large 
aggregation  are  the  best  of  Pennsylvania's 
famous  cattle  which  are  raised '  for  the 
beef  markets. 

There  are  a  large  number  of  entries  in 
each  of  the  three  leading  breed  divisions 
which  are  recognized  by  the  Farm  Show 
Commission  for  showing  at  the  show. 
They  are  the  Aberdeen- Angus,  Hereford 
and  Shorthorn.  In  each  of  the  divisions 
prizes  are  oflFered  for  individual  bulls  of 
various  ages,  cows  and  groups.  In  each 
of  the  first  two  classes  ribbons  are 
awarded  to  senior,  junior  and  grand 
champions  in  addition  to  the  cash  awards. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  beef  cattle 
division  there  are  100  4-H  baby  beef 
entries  which  are  always  the  source  of 
highly  spirited  competition  and  which  are 
placed  on  auction  at  the  famous  baby 
beef  sale  conducted  the  last  day  of  the 
show. 

Secretary  John  H.  Light  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  and  Farm  Show 
Commission  chairman  stated  today  that 
"the  great  development  of  the  4-H  Baby 
Beef  club  work  has  always  been  a  source 
of  pride  to  me  and  this  great  interest 
as  manifested  by  the  excellent  specimens 
entered  from  all  sections  of  this  State, 
give  assurance  not  only  of  maintaining 
the  important  position  of  beef  cattle 
raising  on  Pennsylvania  farms,  but  is 
absolute  assurance  as  well  of  producing 
the  best  cattle  and  this  in  turn  means 
greater  success  for  agriculture  for  it  is 
in  quality  products  that  farming  must  de- 
pend for  its  success." 

Special  treatment  of  the  concrete  floor 
of  the  Main  Exhibition  Building  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Farm  Show  Building  for 
the  purpose  of  decreasing  the  dust  prob- 
lem have  been  under  test  the  past  few 
weeks  with  the  result  that  indications 
are  that  the  problem  has  reached  the 
nearest  possible  solution.  Various  efforts 
have  hcpw  nT'f'c  in  the  nq<;t  to  overcome 
the  dust  which  accumulates  from  cement 
as  the  result  of  heavy  use  which  is  at  a 
maximum  during  the  Farm  Show  when 
the  flo<irs  are  used  by  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  people  but  without  the  desired 
success.  The  new  treatment  has  given 
satisfactory  results  under  the  tests  which 
have  been  applied  during  the  past  few 
weeks. 

The  same  methods  will  be  used  in 
eliminating  dust  in  the  arenas  which  were 
followed  during  the  last  show  which 
proved  satisfactory.  The  floors  which 
are  of  mixtures  of  various  types  of  earth 
are  frequently  disced  previous  to  and 
during  the  show  and  great  quantities  of 
water  are  applied,  but  in  the  proper 
amount  to  keep  the  floors  in  condition 
necessary  for  the  various  functions  for 
which  the  arenas  are  used. 

There  has  been  no  dust  problem  in  the 
arenas  during  the  last  show  nor  durine 
anv  of  the  events  which  were  conducted 
there  during  the  past  season  but  some 
dust  necessarily  arises  from  the  sur- 
rounding horse  stalls  from  the  heavy  use 
of  straw  for  the  100  horses  which  are 
entered    for  exhibition  purposes. 


LIST   ACREAGES   OF 
VARIOUS  PA.  CROPS 

ACCORDING  to  the  records  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  acreages 
planted  to  the  various  crops  and  vege- 
tables in  this  State  last  year  were  as 
follows:  Corn.  1,282,(MX):  wheat,  876.000; 
oats,  876,000:  barley,  139.000;  rye.  57.000; 
buckwheat,  112,000;  potatoes,  158.000; 
tobacco.  35.700 ;  hay,  2.325.000  acres  mak- 
ing a  total  of  hay  and  grain  crops  of 
5,860.700  acres. 

The  truck  crop  acreages  were:  Cab- 
bage, 3.300;  celery.  840;  lettuce,  330; 
tomatoes  for  market.  2.400;  spinach, 
1.800;  green  peas,  8.000;  sweet  corn, 
12,200,  and  tomatoes  for  processing, 
22,000  acres.  The  total  for  all  commercial 
truck  crops  for  fresh  market  was  24.260 
acres  and  the  total  for  crops  used  for 
processing   was  48.030  acres. 
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[nother  decline  in 

JlHEAT    ACREAGE    IS 

Jecorded  in  PENNA. 

,np\GE   seeded    to    Winter    wheat 

r!  !  Fall  ill  Pennsylvania  for  harvest 

Summer  shows   another   heavy   de- 

"  In,  the    1941    harvested    acreage, 

Le  to  reports  of  the  Federal- State 

'   urvev  released  by   Secretary  John 

,!ht  of  the  Department  of  Agncul- 

The  seeded    acreage    is    placed    at 

t-,mirrts  compared  with  883,000  acres 

U  in  the  Fall  of  1940  for  last  year's 

L    t    The  decline  has  been  consistent 

'rihe  past  several  years,  the  average 

I  acreage  for   the   years    from    1930 

1939  having  been  987,000  acres.    Over 

neriod  the   average   annual    produc 

JuVat  in  this  State  was  18,808.001 


In  of  wheat 


000 


.,i,,s  compared  with  16,712.000  bushels 
r  vear  and  an  indicated  crop  of  15,105,- 
r;  bushels  this  year. 

IP c  decline  last  year  and  m  the  acreage 

(jj!(]  for  harvest  this  year  is  attributed 

J  considerable  extent  to  the  establish- 

(entof  the  quota  system  by  the  United 

latt-  Department  of  Agriculture,  which 

\tremv>iisly  opposed  by  many   farmers 

ithis  State. 

p^nnsylvaina  has  aways  been  a  wheat 
Lporting  state,    never    having    produced 

iiciciit  of  that  grain  for  the  require- 
ij„t<  of  the  State  and   with   the  steady 

^line  in  acreage  from  year  to  year  the 
tiicitncy  in  .supply  continues  to  become 

hlatcrial  reduction  in  acreage  of  Wmter 
Iheat  seeded  last  Fall  has  also  been  made 
Irouclioiit  the  country,  the  total  acreage 
W  placed  at  39,318,000  acres  compared 
(h  4.=;/)63,()0()  acres  seeded  in  1940  for 
\\  vcar's  harvest  and  an  average  of 
t)i:5,flOO  acres  for  the  previous  10  years. 
The  same  downward  trend  is  shown  in 
[reasie  sown  in  this  State  to  rye.  The 
reaee  sown   last    Fall    is    estimated    at 

0  acres  compared   with   81.000  acres 

year  previous  and  an  average  of 
LVifil)  acres  over  the  previous  10  years. 
[According  to  the  reports  the  mild  and 
irm  temperature  have  kept  wheat  and 
br  Winter  grains  growing  much  longer 
|a  usual  this  Fall  and  the  setbacks  of 

Iry  weather  at  seeding  time  have  been 
l-kIv  overcome.  The  prospective  crops 
fptar  good  and  surface  moisture  has 
ffl  ample    for    good    growth.     Subsoil 

■ture,  however,  is  deficient  except  in 
h  west  central  counties  and  the  crop 
ruM  decline  rapidly  with  a  spell  of  dry 
pather  next  Spring, 

DEFINITION     GIVEN 
FOR  LEGAL  BUSHEL 

[S  a  result  of  many  inquiries  received 
from  gnnvers  and  shippers  of  farm 
Mucts  regarding  the  legal  quantity  con- 
M  in  a  hushel.  a  further  explanation 
I  tht  regulation  has  been  issued  by  the 
ptrtment  of  Agriculture. 

!''  selling  apples,  potatoes,  onions  or 
''fr  fruits  and  vegetables  in  the  original 
pidard  container,  the  legal  measurement 

made  by  cubic  volume  and  not  by 
mh  After  the  original  contents  of 
^  package  have  been  broken  however, 
package  must  be  sold  by  weight  and 
f'  ''v  volume.  This  change  was  made 
[  an  act  of  the  Legislature  in  1937  in 
P  passage  of  the  "Volume  Bu.shel  Bill." 

"  1^  stated  by  Department  officials  that 
rmm  the  State  potatoes  are  not 
*'"f  sold  extensively  in  peck  bags  which 
Nitute  the  original  standard  containers. 
I  -"fse  packages  are  legally  marked 
r"''  peck '  and  contain  one  peck  volume- 
luT^n^  pf'tatoes  they  may  be  legally 
r    •■n  Pennsylvania  regardless  of  their 

J  answering  the  inquiry  of  what  con- 
"'"'«  a  legal  bushel,  it  is  explained 
repackage  containing  2.150.42  cubic 
\J^'  ?'^  ^-  nnarts  of  dry  measure  con- 
r  *  l^Pal  bushel. 

GIVE  WARNING 

"I"'  'mportance  of  thoroughly  cook- 
^'"i;  pork  before  it  is  eaten  is  pointed 
^!^'ne  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of 
J^'^^ment  of  Agriculture.  Pork  not 
fWh-  ^°"^^^  ''^  ^  source  of  trichinosis, 
tni  r  ^  P^''3''itic  disease.  The  parasites 
r  ntcst  hops  even  under  the  most  sani- 
n  ff^nditions. 

K"'!'^'  at  this  time  of  the  year 
latr  u  '■'"P  is  done,  it  is  suggested 
f,  ^  f^  ^  taken  in  the  preparation  of 
^  jrious  pf.rk  products.  It  is  suggested 
""■"iR  the  Winter  season  severe  out- 


PA.  POTATO  INDUSTRY 
HAS    BIG    INVESTMENT 

THE  potato  industry  in  Pennsylvania 
represents  an  investment  of  approxi- 
mately 100  million  dollars  in  addition  to 
farmland  investments,  according  to  com- 
pilations of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture made  known  by  Secretary  John  H. 
Light.  The  annual  farm  cash  income 
from  this  important  division  of  agricul- 
ture, is  about  35  million  dollars  and  large 
payments  are  made  annually  in  farm  taxes 
and  mortgage  payments. 

To  grow  this  important  food  crop 
Pennsylvania  growers  spend  annually 
more  than  five  million  dollars  for  seed, 
spraying  materials,  fertilizers  and  other 
supplies.  About  50,000  tons  of  steel  for 
sprayers,  tractors  and  trucks  are  required 
annually  to  grow  and  transport  the  crop 
to  market  and  100,000  gallons  of  gasoline 
are  required  daily  during  season  to  oper- 
ate the  equipment.  It  requires  20  million 
hours  of  farm  labor  to  produce  the  crop 
for  which  wages  amounting  to  about  five 
million  dollars  are  paid  annually. 

To  transport  the  annual  potato  crop 
produced  in  this  State  to  market  and  to 
transport  the  necessary  suppies  to  the 
farm  would  require  35,000  railroad  cars 
or  a  train  reaching  from  Philadelphia  to 
Pittsburgh. 

FARM  EMPLOYMENT 
SHOWS  DECREASE  IN 
THIS  AREA;  WAGES  UP 

IN  the  country  as  a  whole  farm  em- 
ployment declined  less  than  usual  in 
November  and  the  total  number  of  per- 
sons working  in  agriculture  on  December 
1  was  slightly  higher  than  a  year  earlier, 
according  to  reports  to  the  Department 
of  Agriculture.  The  December  1  estimate 
of  9,349,000  persons  compares  with  10,- 
420,000  for  November  1  this  year  and 
9.320,000  persons  working  on  farms  on 
December  1,  1940. 

The  number  of  hired  farm  workers, 
estimated  at  2,233,000  on  December  1 
was  the  largest  for  this  date  since  1935 
and  was  only  344,000  less  than  on  Nov- 
ember 1.  This  is  the  smallest  seasonal 
decline  between  these  months  in  the  16- 
year  series  of  monthly  estimates.  The 
number  of  unpaid  family  workers  also 
declined  less  than  usual  during  November, 
but  the  estimate  of  7,116,000  workers 
was  the  lowest  on  record  for  Decem- 
ber L  comparing  with  7,843,000  on 
November  1  and  7.213.000  on  December 
1  last  year.  A  .shift  in  status  from  un- 
paid to  paid  workers  for  many  members 
of  farm  operators'  families  probably  ac- 
counts for  much  of  the  relative  increase 
in  the  number  of  hired  workers.  A  tend- 
ency to  retain  hired  help  through  the 
slack  season  in  order  to  be  more  stire  of 
having  them  when  needed  next  Spring 
may  also  be  a  factor  in  keeping  up  the 
number  of  hired  workers. 

In  the  Middle  Atlantic  states,  compris- 
ing Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  New 
Jersev,  total  farm  employment  on  De- 
cember 1  was  placed  at  570.000  com- 
pared with  585.000,.  on  November  1.  and 
632.000  on  October  I.  On  December  1, 
1940.  the  figure  was  574.000  compared 
with  600.000  on  November  1  of  that  year 
and  621.000  on  October  1. 

Of  the  number  employed  on  December 
1,  400.000  are  li.sted  as  family  workers 
including  farm  operators  compared  with 
402.000  on  November  1  and  401.000  on 
October  1. 

For  the  country  at  large  annual  aver- 
age wage  rates  increased  from  $55  50  per 
month  with  board  in  July  to  $59.65  in 
October  and  from  S78.47  per  month  with- 
out board  in  Julv  to  $85.19  in  October. 
The  average  daily  rate  with  board  in- 
creased during  that  period  from  S2.63  to 
$2.97   and    without   board    from   $3.33   to 

$3.73. 

Vegetables  Harrested 

Harvesting  of  late  vegetables  has  been 
completed  in  the  vegetable  areas  of  this 
State  and  sales  to  the  markets  are  now 
being  made  from  storages.  Practically 
all  the  celery  has  been  placed  in  trenches 
and    sales    are    being    made    from    those 


sources. 


GIVE  WARNING — Continued 

breaks  of  trichinosis  are  likely  to  occur 
as  during  that  season,  smoked  and  dried 
sausage  and  various  other  products  con- 
taining pork  are  eaten  without  cooking 
in  hou.seholds  in  which  the  eating  of  un- 
cooked pork  products  is  customary.  Thor- 
ough cooking  destroys  the  trichinae. 


POULTRY  ENTRIES  IN 
PENNA.  FARM  SHOW 
GREATER    THAN    1941 

PRELIMINARY  compilations  indicate 
that  the  total  number  of  birds  to  be 
exhibited  in  the  poultry  division  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Farm  Show  which  will  be 
held  January  19  to  23  in  the  Farm  Show 
Building,  will  exceed  the  number  of  en- 
tries in  the  1941  show  which  was  4.069. 
Of  the  total  number  of  entries  approxi- 
mately 200  birds  are  entered  by  out-of- 
State  breeders,  the  poultry  division  being 
the  only  one  of  the  show  in  which  other 
than  Pennsylvania  exhibitors  are  per- 
mitted to  enter. 

There  are  a  total  of  336  exhibitors 
which  indicates  not  alone  the  great  inter- 
est taken  in  the  show  as  a  source  of 
valuable  exhibition  but  also  shows  the 
importance  of  Pennsylvania  as  a  poultry 
state.  Included  in  the  out-of-State  ex- 
hibitors are  breeders  from  California. 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Indiana,  New- 
York,  West  Virginia,  Maryland,  New 
Jersey  and  North  Carolina  which  also 
indicates  the  high  standing  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Farm  Show  throughout  the 
country  and  its  importance  in  the  field 
of  poultry. 

The  number  of  entries  of  poultry  total 
3,095,  many  of  which  comprises  several 
birds.  There  are  80  birds  entered  by  the 
4-H  Clubs  and  237  birds  are  entered  by 
vocational  pupils,  the  latter  entries  being 
in  pens  of  three  birds. 

Including  prizes  for  baby  chicks  and 
dres.sed  turkeys  a  total  of  $8,501  is  of- 
fered as  cash  awards  in  the  poultry 
division  of  the  show. 

Exhibition  space  in  the  great  farm 
show  building  devoted  to  the  poultry  de- 
partment covers  approximately  32,000 
square  feet.  Fifty-six  diflfercnt  breeds 
and  varieties  are  included  in  the  exhibits 
in  addition  to  14  game  and  12  ornamental 
breeds  and  varieties  of  Bantams.  Listed 
among  the  awards  to  be  made  are  six 
breeds  of  turkeys,  11  breeds  of  ducks  and 
eight  breeds  of  geese. 

Pennsylvania  holds  a  high  position 
among  all  the  states  in  the  poultry  indus- 
try, latest  figures  showing  that  it  ranks 
first  in  the  value  of  eggs  produced.  The 
value  exceeds  37  million  dollars  annually. 
In  1940  the  total  production  in  this  State 
was  2,042,000,000  eggs.  In  1940  nearly  24 
million  chickens  were  produced  on  the 
farms  of  this  State  and  on  January  1  last 
year  there  were  more  than  19  million 
chickens  on  the  farms  which  had  a  value 
of  89  cents  per  head  or  a  total  value  of 
more  than  17  million  dollars. 

FARM  TAX  IN  PENNA. 
NEARLY  10  MILLIONS 

ACCORDING  to  the  agricultural  cen- 
,  su^  the  130,983  farms  of  this  State 
which  reported  in  the  enumeration  paid 
a  total  of  $9,975,523  in  real  estate  tax  in 
1939.  There  are  169,027  farms  in  Penn- 
sylvania. The  average  tax  per  acre  is 
placed  at  96  cents  and  the  amount  paid 
on  each  $100  valuation  is  given  as  $1.67. 

That  tabulation  is  made  of  the  farms 
operated  by  full  and  part  owners  of  which 
there  are  140,109  farms  in  this  State.  Of 
the  number  of  farms  reporting  in  that 
classification,  15,609  farmers  reported 
personal  property  taxes  totaling  $242,727, 
or  an  average  of  $16  for  each  farmer. 

In  the  tabulation  of  specified  farm  ex- 
penditures. 64,757  reiwrting  farms  showed 
an  expenditure  of  $25,529,064  in  1939  in 
cash  wages  paid  for  hired  labor  exclusive 
of  housework  and  contract  construction 
work.  A  total  of  127,566  farms  reported 
having  spent  a  total  of  $44,336,018  for 
feed  for  domestic  animals  and  poultry  and 
52,619  farms  reported  expenditures  of 
$19,902,211  for  implements  and  machinery. 
A  total  of  $12,206,899  was  spent  by 
114,955  farms  for  commercial  fertilizer 
and  liming  materials  and  108.368  reporting 
farms  spent  a  total  of  $8,976,874  for 
fertilizer. 

CROPS  ARE  AIDED 

TRUCK  crop  growers  in  Pennsylvania 
were  enabled  to  complete  harvest  of 
late  crops  and  clean  up  their  fields  before 
Winter  set  in  as  a  result  of  the  unusually 
warm  weather  during  December,  accord- 
ing to  reports  to  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. Due  to  the  warm  weather,  how- 
ever, the  keeping  qualities  of  trenched 
celery  have  been  impaired  and  some  losses 
have  occurred  to  root  crops  in  pit  storage. 
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INCREASE 

NPENNA.  HI 

OROP  SHOWN  IN  1941 

If  v  soite  of  the  higher  hog  prices  which 
11     vailed  there  was  a  decrease  in  the 
fLlvanii  pig  crop  in  1941  compared 
h   hat  of    1940.     Accordnig    to    the 
hlral-State  Crop  reports  issued  by  the 
Ltnnient  of   Agriculture    a    total    of 
\Tn^  rips  were  raised  in  this  State  last 
F'Tolared  with  893,000  in  1940.    All 
■    he  decrease  is  represented  in  the  re- 
ted  number  of  pigs  saved  of  the  Spring 
the    period    of     which     is     from 
oiber  1  to  June  1.,  In  that  Period  for 
m  the  number  of  pigs  declined  to  384, 
|£  c  nWed  with  451,000  in   the   1940 
t^  period..    The   Fall  pig   crop,   the 
Lriod  extending    from   June    1    to    De- 
Lher  1    showed  an   increase  of  7,000, 
!i  from  442.000  in  1940  to  449.000  last 
tear  The  number  of  pigs  saved  per  Utter 
Plso  increased  from  6.60  the  year  previ- 
Uy  to  6.70  last  year. 
The  number  of  sows  farrowed  during 
rte  lune  1  to  December  1  period  was  the 
Ji  in  Ix^th  1940  and  1941.  the  number 
iking  67,000.    The   number    indicated   to 
larrow  from  breeding  intentions  reports, 
covering  the  period  from  December  1  to 
lime  1  however,   shows   an   increase   of 
libout  20  percent,  the   number   last   year 
Iking  placed  at  60,000  and  the  indicated 
number   for    the    present    period    being 
JIOOO.  This  is  about  eight  percent  below 
i  indicated  increase  for  the  country  at 

I  large. 

The  production  and  market  supply  of 
jogs  in  the  United  States  during  1942 
promises  to  exceed  materially  all  previ- 
rjs  records.  The  1941  Fall  pig  crop, 
jhich  will  be  marketed  largely  in  the 
ijpring  and  Summer  of  1942,  is  18  percent 
irger  than  the  Fall  crop  of  1940  and  the 
lireest  Fall  crop  on  record. 

The  Fall  pig  crop  of  1941  was  larger 
|:iii5  year  than  last  in  all  regions  and  in 
rtarly  all  States.  The  number  of  piprs 
laved  in  the  fall  season  of  1941,  estimated 
lit  35,580,000  head,  is  33  percent  above  the 
|li)-year  (1930-39)  average,  and  about  six 
Iftrccnt  larger  than  the  previous  record 
.^all  crop  of  1939. 

The  number  of  sows  farrowed  this  Fall, 

it^timated  at  5,531,000  was  up  16  percent 

;r  m  last  year  and  was  the   largest  on 

I'tcnrd.   The  number  of   pigs   saved   per 

tier,  at  6.43.  was  also  the  largest  for  all 

Uims.  on  record.    Likewise  the  propor- 

I'on  and  number   of   sows    farrowed   in 

Onober  and  November  were  the  largest 

[^  record. 

The  combined  Spring  and  Fall  pig  crops 

I'i  1941  is  estimated  at  85,035.000  head. 

This  number  is  about  5.200,000  head,  or 

[>i  percent  larger  than  the  combined  crop 

''■  1940,  and  is  only  about  two  million 

bd  or  about  two  percent  smaller  than 

|*e  record  crop  of  1939. 

li  indicated  farrowings  are  realized,  and 
'Renumber  of  pigs  saved  per  litter  should 
ywl  the  average  of  the  last  five  years, 

^■f  number  of  pigs  saved  in  the  Spring 
|'«;a5on  of  1942  would  be  about  62  million 
|nead.  This  number  would  be  about  seven 
head  larger  than  in  any  Spring 
hjason  of  record  going  back  to  1924.    If 

1e  Fall  pig  crop  of    1942   should  only 

jaslarRe  as  the  Fall  crop  of  this  vear 
'ne  combined  pig  crop  of  1942  would  be 
pfr  97  million  head.  This  number  would 
Ybout  10  million  head  larger  than  any 


pig  crop  on  record. 


9,996  HOGS  TREATED 
FOR  CHOLERA  IN  PA. 

IioqI^^   the    month    of    November 

>•  swine   in    Pennsylvania   were 

_  ccinated  against  hog  cholera  under  su- 

g'sion  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal   In- 

L, 'fy  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

« vaccinations  took  place  on  120  diflfer- 

1^' premises  and  the  disease  was  found 

L   '^'l^  ""   ^^^    premises    which    were 

.         923,000  Cow.  In  Penna. 

I'tnth  ^^'^  head,  Pennsylvania  ranks 
_n  among  all  the  states  of  the  country 

I.  Jf  number  of  milk  cows.    The  value 

J"f  ^ows  is  placed  at  $73,840,000.  plac- 

'ne  btatc  sixth  among  all  the  States. 

p      '^•fth  In  Maple  ProducU 

r^.^^fnnsylvania  ranks  fifth  among  the 
|!4()p '''^°^"^'"?  maple  products.  In 
||jOfjf)f^""^y'vania  products  netted  nearly 
l>J,JJJo  producers.  This  income  was 
-i  ,!  ^^'^  ^^^  sale  of  172.501  gallons 
L^'^P  and   55,703    pounds    of    maple 


PRODUCTION  63.61% 
IN  EGG  LAYING  TEST 

THE  report  of  the  thirteenth  week  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Official  Egg  Lay- 
ing Test  showed  that  production  to  that 
time  was  63.61  percent  with  a  total  pro- 
duction of  63,961  eggs  by  the  1,105  birds 
entered.  The  average  eggs  per  bird  was 
57.88  and  the  average  weight  of  the  eggs 
was  23.52  ounces  per  dozen. 

A  pen  of  Single  Comb  White  Leg- 
horns entered  by  Kauder's  Pedigreed  Leg- 
horns holds  first  place  in  the  test  with 
a  score  of  997.15  points  and  a  production 
of  944  eggs.  The  seven  top  places  are 
held  by  that  breed,  second  and  third 
positions  being  occupied  by  pens  entered 
by  Babcock's  Hatchery,  second  place  with 
a  score  of  980.85  points  and  production 
of  1,030  eggs  and  third  place  with  a  score 
of  948.60  points  and  production  of  975 
eggs. 


TOBACCO  LEADS  IN 
ACRE  VALUE  AMONG 
PENNA.  FIELD  CROPS 

TOBACCO  which  is  Pennsylvania's 
outstanding  crop  in  value  per  acre, 
holding  a  large  lead  among  the  principal 
farm  crops  in  this  State,  registered  an 
increase  in  value  of  $13.67  in  1941  over 
the  figure  of  1940.  The  average  value  per 
acre  of  that  crop  is  placed  at  $213.25  com- 
pared with  $199.58  the  year  previously. 
Total  production  is  placed  at  52,518,000 
pounds  from  35,700  acres  compared  with 
.S0,586.000  pounds  from  33,700  acres  in 
1940,  the  yield  having  dropped  from  1,501 
pounds  per  acre  to  1,471  pounds  last  year. 
The  farm  value  of  the  crop  is  indicated 
to  be  $7,613,000  compared  with  $6,726,000 
in  1940. 

Potatoes  showed  the  greatest  increase 
in  value  per  acre  and  stand  second  on  the 
list  among  all  Pennsylvania  crops.  The 
value  last  vear  went  to  $111.80  compared 
with  a  value  of  $78.75  in  1940.  Total 
production  last  year  was  20.540,000  from 
158.000  acres  compared  with  21,000,000 
bushels  from  168,000  acres  in  1940  giving 
an  average  yield  per  acre  of  130  bushels 
in  1941  compared  with  125  bushels  the 
year  previously.  With  an  average  value 
of  86  cents  per  bushel  last  year  compared 
with  an  average  of  63  cents  per  bushel  in 
1940.  the  farm  value  of  the  crop  is  placed 
at  $17,664,000  in  1941  compared  with  a 
value  of  $13,230,000  in  1940. 

Average  values  per  acre  for  all  the 
principal  crops  showed  an  increase  last 
year  over  1940  with  rye  at  the  bottom 
f)f  the  list  in  average  return.  The  acre 
value  of  corn  is  placed  at  $34..?6  compared 
with  $29.26  in  1940;  the  acre  value  of 
wheat  last  year  was  $20.66  compared  with 
$16.60  in  1940;  the  acre  value  of  oats  was 
$15.87  compared  with  $14.35  a  year  pre- 
viously ;  the  acre  value  of  rye  was  $9.95 
compared  with  $9.45  in  1940;  the  acre 
value  of  buckwheat  was  $12.20  compared 
with  $9.99  a  year  earlier  and  the  value 
))er  acre  of  hay  was  $15.17  compared  with 
$14.31  in  1940. 

Corn  holds  the  lead  in  total  farm  value 
which  is  placed  at  $44,691,000  compared 
with  $38,682,000  in  1940.  The  total  pro- 
duction was  53.203,000  bushels  from 
1,282.000  acres  compared  with  50.236,000 
bushels  from  1,322,000  acres  in  1940.  The 
average  yield  rose  from  38  bushels  per 
acre  in  1940  to  41.5  bushels  per  acre  last 
year  and  the  average  price  is  placed  at 
84  cents  per  bushel  compared  with  77 
rents  a  year  earlier. 

Hay  holds  second  place  in  total  farm 
value  which  is  placed  at  $35,276,000  last 
vear  compared  with  $33,759,000  in  1940. 
Production  was  2,868,000  tons  from  2,325,- 
000  acres  compared  with  3,410.000  tons 
from  2.359,000  acres  in  1940.  the  price  per 
ton  having  advanced  from  $9.90  to  $12.30. 
The  average  yield  last  year  was  1.23  tons 
compared  with   1.45  tons  a  year  earlier. 


LIST  PRODUCTS  HELD 
IN  PA.  COLD  STORAGE 

IN  Pennsylvania  cold  .storage  holdings 
arc  listed  as  follows :  Butter,  6,523.000 
pounds;  American  cheese,  5,221,000 
pounds;  eggs,  75.000  cases;  fro«n  eggs, 
5,190,000  pounds:  poultry,  5,884,000 
pounds;  apples.  15,000  barrels,  43,000 
boxes  Western  and  387,000  Eastern,  and 
941,000  baskets  or  a  total  of  1,416000 
bushels  compared  with  1,797,000  bushels 
on  December  1,  1940. 


LIVESTOCK  ENTRIES 
HIT  HIGH  MARK  AT 
PENNA.  FARM  SHOW 

WHEN  the  doors  of  the  famous 
Pennsylvania  Farm  Show  were 
thrown  open  to  the  public  on  the  morning 
of  January  19  there  was  on  exhibition 
the  greatest  array  and  highest  number  of 
livestock  ever  entered  in  the  25  years  of 
that  annual  State  agricultural  event.  Re- 
vised figures  show  the  total  entries  of  live- 
stock in  all  classes  and  divisions  to  be 
1,510  head. 

That  greater  interest  than  ever  before 
is  being  attached  to  the  Farm  Show  this 
year  by  the  farmers  of  this  State  is  an 
indication  of  the  position  of  importance 
in  which  the  exhibition  is  placed  as  a 
source  of  aid  and  the  better  development 
of  agriculture  during  the  period  of  de- 
fense when  agricultural  production  is  ac- 
tually classed  as  the  first  line  of  defense. 

In  commenting  upon  this  increased  in- 
terest as  evidenced  by  the  greater  number 
of  entries.  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  John 
H.  Light,  who  is  chairman  of  the  Farm 
Show  Commission  stated  that  "It  is  most 
heartening  and  was  to  be  expected  that 
the  farmers  of  Pennsylvania  would  look 
upon  the  Farm  Show  this  year  as  being 
of  greater  irnportance  and  significance  to 
him  and  agriculture  in  general  than  ever 
before  because  the  farmer  realizes  that 
under  conditions  which  exist  at  present 
he  must  apply  more  scientific  and  eco- 
nomical means  of  operation  than  ever  be- 
fore and  yet  bring  still  greater  production. 
These  things  can  be  accomplished  only  by 
keeping  fully  informed  of  all  develop- 
ments in  agriculture,  in  making  a  sound 
study  of  mechanization,  in  applying  the 
best  methods  of  cultivation  and  by  no 
means  least,  to  have  only  profitable  cattle. 
Not  alone  is  greater  production  necessary 
which  is  accomplished  at  the  least  ex- 
pense by  high  producing  cattle,  but  no 
farmer,  particularly  in  this  period  of  high 
costs  can  afford  to  keep  low-producing 
cattle  and  continue  his  farming  operations. 
The  great  increase  of  livestock  entries  at 
the  show  this  year  show  conclusively  that 
the  Pennsylvania  farmer  realizes  this  im- 
portant point  more  today  than  at  any  time 
in  the  past  and  that  realization  assures 
profitable  and  successful  farming." 

As  in  former  year  dairy  cattle  lead 
the  list  of  entries  with  sheep  holding  sec- 
ond place.  Among  the  breeds  of  dairy 
cattle  the  Holstein-Friesian  hold  the  lead 
with  Guernseys  having  second  place. 
Hampshire  breed  also  leads  in  the  swine 
exhibits. 

There  are  105  horses  of  two  breeds 
entered  which  is  an  increase  of  five  over 
last  year.  Sheep  entries  number  357  and 
there  are  109  beef  cattle  in  addition  to 
the  100  baby  beeves  entered  by  members 
of  the  4-H  clubs.  There  are  283  swine  of 
all  breeds  compared  with  265  last  year 
and  an  increase  from  368  last  year  to  389 
for  the  1942  show  is  shown  in  the  dairy 
cattle  entries. 

Entries  in  the  various  classes  are  as 
follows:  Dairy  cattle — Ayrshire,  46; 
Brown  Swiss,  45;  Guernsey.  107;  Hol- 
stein-Friesian, 129  and  Jerseys.  62;  Horses 
— Belgian,  64 ;  Percherons,  41 ;  sheep- 
Shropshire,  60;  Hampshires,  68;  South- 
downs,  38;  Oxfords,  10;  Dorsets,  37; 
Cheviots,  51;  B,  Type  Merino,  32;  C. 
Type  Merino,  40  and  Rambouillet,  21. 
In  addition  to  those  entries  there  are  56 
pens  of  three  sheep  each  entered  by  4-H 
Club  members. 

Beef  cattle — Aberdeen- Angus,  31 ;  Here- 
fords,  36;  Shorthorns,  42  and  99  baby 
beeves  entered  by  the  4-H  club  members. 
Swine — Duroc  Jersey,  36 ;  Chester  White, 
48;  Hampshire,  76;  Spotted  Poland 
China,  19;  Poland  China,  25;  Berkshire, 
53,  and  26  head  of  all  breeds  entered  by 
Vocational  classes. 

612     QUALIFY     FOR 
10-TON  TOMATO  CLUB 

A  TOTAL  of  612  tomato  growers  in 
this  State  qualified  for  the  Ten-Ton 
Tomato  Club  this  year,  according  to 
announcements  made  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  that  organization  at  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Farm  Show.  To  qualify  it  is  neces- 
sary that  10  tons  or  more  per  acre  be 
produced.  Of  the  number  qualifying,  12 
growers  produced  20  tons  per  acre.  The 
tomatoes  are  grown  for  the  fresh  market 
as  well  as  for  canning. 
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IfTjlTH  approximately    12,000   entries 
Win  all   departments    competing    for 
'  V558  cash  awards,  the  Pennsylvania 
:  '  '^'ijow  reached  new  high  marks  in 
^urnber  of  instances  this  year,  which  is 
i%h  year  of  the  great  exhibit.    Farm- 
are  "finding   the    famous   agricultural 
source  of  great  value  in  the  pro- 
of tlic  agricultural   defense  pro- 
..„,    Great   interest    is    shown    in    the 
^tick   entries    which    number    about 
;|i)  the  Iiigl>i-'St   number    ever    entered 
"the  show.    This  interest  is  stimulated 
a  more  complete    realization   on   the 
rt  of  the   farmer    that    under    present 
Ih  costs  of  production   it   is  more  es- 
kjntial  tiian  ever  before  that  only  the  best 
id  higher  producing  cattle  can  be  main- 
,,,^.(1  if  losses  are  to  be  avoided. 
'the  show  presents  the  opportunity  for 
le  (armer  to  learn  direct  from  the  equip- 
ment sources    tlic    machinery     situation 
Ijjch  is   more    difficult    by    reason    of 
L  lowering  of  manufacture  to  80  per- 
Lnt  of  last  year's  production  because  of 
letal  priorities  for  defense.   Guidance  for 
le  farmer    regarding    procuring    equip- 
lent  is  particularly   valuable  in  view  of 
[he  fhortage  of  farm  labor. 

ar  conditions  had  no  effect  on  the 
west  of  producers  throughout  the  state 
E  entering  exhibits  of  the  many  varieties 
Pennsylvania  agricultural  products. 
"tries  in  the  many  departments  were 
!;Mlly  as  great  as  in  other  years,  reach- 
2  higher  numbers  in  some  sections  than 
[previous  years  and  the  quality  of  the 
hibits  is  outstanding. 

Tiie  great  number   and   high    standard 
i  the  exhibits   in    the   home    economics 
ipartment   combined    with    the    unusual 
crest  displayed    by    the    thousands    of 
iitors   gave    definite     indications     that 
lier  the  present   conditions    which   are 
ringing  on  more  and  more  priorities  and 
fobahle  shortages  more  consideration  is 
ing  given  to  economy  and  the  conserva- 
M  of  materials    about    the    home    and 
:tting  them  to  valuable  use. 
]u(lges  in  all  divisions  have  high  praise 
■;r  the  quality    of    the    exhibits    all    of 
hich  are  confined  to  Pennsylvania  pro- 
beers  excepting   in   the   poultry   depart- 
ifnt  and  of  the  more   than   4,000   birds 
itercd  in  that   division,    about    200   are 
imrmt  of  the  state,  those  being  entered 
b  California,  Massachusetts,  Connecti- 
■Jt.  Indiana,  New  York,  West  Virginia, 
Wand.  New  Jersey  and  North  Caro- 
;a.  indicating    the    value    of    the    show 
't'  the  poultry    industrv    throughout    the 
untry. 

water  interest  than  in  previous  years 
J  reported  in  the  annual  meetings  of  the 
state-wide  farm  organizations  held 
Icniiff  the  week  of  the  show,  many  of 
'f  subjects  discussed  relating  to  agri- 
^'ture  in  defense. 

CERTIFY    12,649    LBS. 
OF  PA.  TOMATO  SEED 

TOT.M,  of  12,649  pounds  of  tomato 
seed  of  the  1941  crop  has  been  certi- 
N  by  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  of 
f  department  of  Agriculture,  accord- 
T.S  1<|  the  report  to  Secretary  John  H. 
•Pt.  The  seed  was  produced  from  185 
Rs  by  33  growers  and  compares  with 
^«  certification  of  14.951  pounds  from 
acres  produced  by  28  growers  in  1940. 
/i";  number  of  acres  entered  last  year  for 
F'tication  and  inspected  by  the  bureau 
rSV^^^  201  compared  with  219  acres 

Pennsylvania  is  among  the  leading 
Lf  '"/''.e  production  of  certified  tomato 
^naM  '^  '^  <^stimated  that  with  rea- 
,yy  ^^'■e  and  under  normal  growing 
[  itions  the  six  and  one-third  tons 
U  •  '"  ^'"s  State  last  vear  would  be 
K!    ^"     ^^^"*     \2Sm     acres     of 

"1930  when   this   work   was   started 
t  f-ennsylvania,    2,500    pounds    of    seed 
,j  ^^''tified.    During   the   period    since 

s'lva?^'  ''^f^^^"!^"  'lave  shipped  Penn- 
^^"3  certified  tomato  seed  to  many 
^'imt  •  ^'^^  world.  A  considerable 
; .  ]s  shipped  each  vear  to  the  Union 
.'""1  Africa,  but  "the  bulk  of  the 
■*r%^^  ^"iithern  states  for  the  pro- 
,  of  green  wrap  tomatoes  and  for 
'nver^fi^  of  plants  which  are  shipped 
j.,j^  ^.  "ic  country,  including  Pennsyl- 
k  ..^''  |hc  growing  of  the  tomato  crop 
owing  year. 


Harrisburg,  January  29,  1942 

LARGE  INCREASE  IN 
GRADING   OF   CORN 

AN  increase  of  54  percent  was  regis- 
.  tered  last  year  over  1940  in  the 
otitkial  State  grading  of  corn  for  can- 
ning, according  to  compilations  released 
by  Secretary  John  H.  Light  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  which  is  pointed 
to  as  another  indication  of  the  strides 
being  made  in  this  State  as  the  center  of 
production  of  crops  for  canning.  In  1940 
licensed  State  graders  inspected  13  mil- 
lion pounds  of  corn  for  canning.  Last 
year  the  inspections  covered  the  all-time 
high  quantity  of  21   million  pounds. 

The  corn  canneries  are  located  in  York, 
Lancaster,  and  Lycoming  counties.  The 
average  grade  of  the  corn  was  91  per- 
cent U.  S.  No.  1  last  year  compared  with 
89  percent  of  that  grade  in  1940.  The 
average  price  received  by  the  growers 
was  $12.74  a  ton  in  1941  compared  with 
an  average  of  $11.50  a  ton  the  year 
previously. 

Other  canning  crops  which  are  now 
being  purchased  under  State  grading  in- 
clude apples,  cherries,  peas,  beans  and 
tomatoes. 

GREATER  SUPPLY  OF 
SOME  SEEDS  IS  SEEN 

A  NATION-WIDE  survey  just  com- 
pleted indicates  that  supplies  of  ZZ 
out  of  50  kinds  of  vegetable  seeds  are 
larger  than  those  of  last  year,  according 
to  the  Federal-State  Crop  report.  The 
increases  are  attributed  chiefly  to  larger 
acreages  than  in  1940,  yields  per  acre  of 
many  kinds  and  carry-overs  with  certain 
exceptions  being  smaller  than  in  1940. 

Commercial  vegetable  seed  growers,  in 
anticipation  of  a  good  demand  for  most 
vegetable  seeds  during  the  1941-42  season, 
planned  to  increase  their  acreages  greatly. 
But  because  of  unfavorable  weather,  they 
were  unable  to  plant  all  the  intended 
acreage,  and  many  acres  planted  resulted 
in  partial  or  complete  failures. 

Two  hundred  thirty  growers  and  deal- 
ers reported  in  the  survey.  They  usually 
produce  and  distribute  upwards  of  90  per- 
cent of  the  total  U.  S.  production  of  the 
seeds  covered  by  the  survey.  Because 
threshing  and  cleaning  operations  were 
not  completed  for  all  varieties,  it  was 
necessary  for  many  firms  to  furnish  esti- 
mates  instead  of   actual  figures. 

The  10  seeds  showing  the  largest  sup- 
plies, production  plus  carry-over,  in  re- 
lation to  1940  are :  cress,  spinach,  romaine 
lettuce,  smooth  peas,  mangelwurzel,  rad- 
ish, dill,  broccoli,  leek,  and  pole  beans. 
On  the  other  hand,  decreases  in  supplies 
are  most  marked  for  Brussels  sprouts, 
kale,  kohlrabi,  celery,  Chinese  cabbage, 
and  beet. 

Althf)ugh  production  of  30  kinds  of 
seeds  turned  out  smaller  than  was  ex- 
pected last  February  and  March,  it  ap- 
peared during  September  and  October 
that  the  production  of  42  kinds  would 
exceed  that  of  last  year  and  that  seven 
would  fall  below  last  year.  Those  with 
the  largest  increases  in  production  over 
last  year  are:  Chinese  cabbage,  leek, 
kohlrabi,  cress,  spinach,  cabbage,  Brus- 
sels sprouts,  mustard,  cauliflower,  and 
eggplant.  Decreases  occur  only  with 
salsify,  kale,  chicory,  dwarf  and  pole 
lima  beans,  turnip  and  non-sweetcorn. 

Carry-over  of  vegetable  seeds  last  June 
30  was  the  smallest  in  three  years  or 
more.  Stocks  of  only  nine  out  of  50  kinds 
exceeded  those  of  the  preceding  June. 
The  decreases  were  most  marked  for  leek, 
onion,  hybrid  sweetcorn,  carrot,  spinach, 
wrinkled  peas.  Swiss  chard.  Brussels 
sprouts,  smooth  peas  and  cauliflower. 

LIST   FIRST   CASE   OF 
TURKEY   ERYSIPELAS 

ALTHOUGH  outbreaks  of  erysipelas 
in  turkeys  have  been  reported  in 
New  Jersey,  Utah.  Massachusetts,  Cali- 
fornia! and  Oregon  since  1936,  the  first 
known  case  in  this  State  was  recently 
developed  in  the  diagnosis  of  a  specimen 
received  at  the  laboratory  of  the  Bureau 
of  Animal  Industry  of  the  Department  of 
.Agriculture.  Although  the  disease  is  evi- 
dently of  rare  occurrence  in  this  State 
at  the  present  time,  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  suggests  vigilance  on  the  part 
of  turkev  growers,  as  its  spread  is  said 
to  be  rapid  and  disastrous  should  it  gam 
a  foothold.  The  disease  is  said  to  be  the 
same  as  that  which  affects  swme  and 
which  causes  heavy  losses  each  year  to 
the  swine  industry. 
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1941  VALUE  OF  PA. 
FIELD,  FRUIT  CROPS 
SHOWS  15%  ADVANCE 

VALUE  of  the  principal  field  and 
fruit  crops  in  Pennsylvania  in  1941 
is  estimated  at  $155,351,000  compared  with 
$135,345,000  for  1940,  representing  an  in- 
crease of  nearly  15  percent  according  to 
the  report  of  the  Federal-State  Crop  Re- 
porting Service,  issued  by  Secretary  John 
H.  Light  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. Combined  production  of  field  and 
fruit  crops  is  two  percent  below  1940  but 
equal  to  the  average  of  the  past  decade. 
Despite  a  two  percent  decline  in  the  acre- 
age of  field  crops  harvested,  production 
this  year  was  two  percent  higher  than  a 
year  ago  mainly  because  of  the  good  corn 
and  tobacco  crops.  With  exception  of 
apples  and  cherries,  production  of  fruits 
was  under  last  year's  records. 

Reflecting  the  adverse  effects  of  the 
dry  season  and  the  labor  shortage  in  some 
parts  of  the  State,  the  total  hay  crop  was 
16  percent  less  than  the  good  crop  of 
1940  and  somewhat  below  the  ten-year 
average.  Farm  supplies  of  other  feed 
crops  however,  are  three  percent  above 
last  year  aided  materially  by  the  favorable 
outturn  of  corn  and  oats.  Production  of 
the  cash  crops  of  potatoes  and  tobacco 
were  two  percent  above  1940  and  also  of 
much  better  quality. 

Prices  received  by  farmers  for  farm 
products  are  substantially  higher  than  a 
year  ago  and  market  demand  has  been 
firm.  This  situation  is  further  illustrated 
by  the  average  value  per  acre  of  the 
various  crops  in  1941  which  in  each  case 
exceeds  1940.  These  increases  range  from 
five  percent  in  the  case  of  rye  to  42  per- 
cent for  potatoes.  The  spread  of  War 
has  not  greatly  changed  the  outlook, 
which  is  for  a  continuation  of  the  con- 
ditions affecting  domestic  demand  for 
farm  products.  The  money  incomes  of 
consumers  is  expected  to  increase  and 
prospective  1942  needs  of  the  British  for 
United  States  farm  produce  have  been 
estimated  at  about  double  the  1941  ship- 
ments. 

The  good  corn  crop  last  year  prevented 
a  critical  shortage  of  feed  this  Winter 
in  many  localities.  A  reduction  of  40,000 
acres  in  the  total  harvested  acreage  this 
year  was  offset  by  a  3.5  bushel  increase 
in  the  average  yield  contributed  largely 
by  better  cultural  practices,  the  shift  to 
higher  yielding  varieties  and  the  increased 
use  of  hybrid  corn. 

Both  the  acreage  and  yield  of  wheat 
last  year  was  smaller  than  in  1940.  The 
yield  was  lowered  by  the  hot  and  dry 
weather  during  May.  This  was  the  third 
consecutive  year  that  the  acres  of  wheat 
harvested  has  declined. 

Barley  production  was  somewhat  below 
1940  because  of  the  reduction  in  acreage. 
Last  year  was  a  good  year  for  both  oats 
and  buckwheat.  Production  of  both  crops 
was  larger  than  the  previous  year.  Rye 
production  was  much  less  than  1940  as  a 
result  of  the  reduced  acreage  harvested 
and  a  lower  yield. 

Production  of  potatoes  was  slightly 
under  the  1940  crop.  Yields  and  quality 
exceeded  1940  but  acreage  harvested  was 
10,000  acres  short.  Marketings  to  date 
are  running  about  15  percent  greater  than 
1940  and  because  of  the  better  quality 
may  exceed  the  volume  of  sales  in  the  last 
marketing  season. 

The  year  just  ended  was  an  excellent 
year  for  tobacco.  The  quality  of  the  1941 
crop  is  exceptionally  high.  Yields  have 
been  good  and  stripping  has  begun  on 
many  farms. 

The  pasture  season  in  1941  was  poor. 
Deficient  precipitation  retarded  growth  of 
grasses  and  meadows  and  both  pastures 
and  hay  yields  suffered.  Secondary  cut- 
tings of  clover  and  alfalfa  were  much 
improved  however,  but  not  sufficient  to 
off"set  a  reduced  acreage  and  the  light 
yields  in  mid-summer.  New  seedings  for 
1942  are  spotted  bccau.se  of  dry  subsoils 
but  favorable  weather  has  helped  to  over- 
come late  starts. 

Early  Spring  frosts  and  subsequent  dry 
weather  caused  some  loss  to  fruit  and 
prevented  full  sizing  in  many  orchards, 
particularly  apiiles.  The  bloom  was  ex- 
ceptionally early  and  bright  weather  ma- 
tured the  fruit  crops  rapidly.  Good  apple 
and  cherry  crops  were  realized  which 
brought  better  prices  than  in  recent  years. 
Grapes  suffered  the  most  reduction  from 
storms,  frosts  and  dry  weather. 
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CROPS  FO\CANNINQ^y/ 
W  50%  »t^W^ 

Jdring  PAST^TEXR 

HI  value  of  the  four  principal  truck 
\.  for  commercial  processing  pro- 
year   in   Pennsylvania   showed 

r,  increase 


Harrisburg,  February  5,  1942 
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crop  'i""  commej^cial  processing  pro 

c^ase  of  50  percent  above  the  value 
,l,f  1940  production,  according  to  re- 


,„  Secretary  John  H.  Light  of  the 
if ''anient  of  Agriculture.  The  value  of 
hn  las  year  is  placed  at  $3,481,000 
^'"''•^  with  $2,317,000  for  1940. 


;(,nipa''e{l 


The  to 


tal   acreage    of    the    crops    was 


Ipai 


ced 


at  44.2W)  last  year  compared  with 
iiJuO  the  year  previously,  representing 
ncrease  of  about  10  percent,  with  all 
'"  I  crops  showing  larger  acreages  har- 
'  ,,1  than  in  194U.  Production  of  all 
'  crops  was  considerably  above  aver- 
"  ^viih  the  yield  per  acre  for  all  but 
'^jj.beans   above    the    previous    10-year 

liverage. 

Tomatoes  hold  a  heavy  lead  over  the 

Kr  crops  in  the  average  value  per  acre. 
ti  value  beini,'  placed  at  $121.94  last 
v^  r  representing  a  large  gain  over^l940 
,hen  the  figure  was  placed  at  $75.58. 
Ti,.  compares  with  a  previous  10-year 
j^erage  of  §75.43.  Decreases  in  value 
ji -e  registered  in  both  green  peas  and 
snap-beans,  the  former  holding  second 
place  in  average  acre  value.  That  aver- 
L  IS  placed  for  last  year  at  $57.38  com- 
pared with  $66.86  in  1940  and  the  previ- 
Z  10-vear  average  of  $50.52.  The  acre 
value  of  snap-beans  was  $50  in  1941 
tompared  with  S51.07  the  year  previous 
jr(iS53.65  for  the  10-year  average.  The 
farm  valvics  of  the  crops  is  shown 
livtollows:  Tomatoes,  $2,512,000;  green 
p<.  SI82.0OO ;  sweet  corn,  $334,000,  and 
ffip-beans,  $153,000. 

The  value  of  the  10  leading  truck  crops 
produced  for  market  in  Pennsylvania  last 
(far  shows  an  increase  of  38  percent 
1>K  that  of  1940.  being  placed  at 
\mm  compared  with  $3,888,000. 

The  total  acreage  of  commercial  truck 
rops  for  market  excluding  strawberries, 
«a3  estimated  to  be  24,640  acres  in  1941, 
apared  with  24,770  acres  in  1940,  repre- 
itnting  a  decrease  in  acreage  of  about 
one-half  of  one  percent.  The  acreages  of 
|j>paragus,  snap-beans,  beets  and  onions 
m  the  same  as  1940.  with  increased 
plantings  of  lettuce,  spinach  and  tomatoes 
H  quite  large  enough  to  offset  the  de- 
creased acreages  planted  to  cabbage,  car- 
r;<  and  celery.  The  1941  production 
estimates  for  the  asparagus,  snap-bean, 
^ft,  domestic  cabbage,  carrots,  celery  and 
lite  spinach  crops  were  below  those  of  a 
■ear  earlier  as  these  crops  suffered  con- 
Merably  from  tlie  lack  of  adequate  mois- 
i'>  and  dry,  hot  weather  which  occurred 
tonp  most  of  the  growing  season.  De- 
spite tlic  decrease  in  acreage  of  both  types 
01  cabbage,  yields  per  acre  were  above 
average  and  higher  than  a  year  previously 
^*  to  better  moisture  conditions  over  the 
f^'^tral  and  western  parts  of  the  State. 
]^f  dry  weather  in  the  southeast  was 
's^ornble  for  harvest  of  the  tomato  crop 
Jitl  the  average  vield  per  acre  was  the 
'''^liest  obtained  'since  1932.  The  1941 
"l«rv  crop  was  much  below  the  ten-year 
'"rage  and  the  vield  per  acre  was  the 
west  since  1935.' 

ihf  hightst  average  value  per  acre  of 
J'  the  crops  is  held  by  celery,  which 
IJ*  a  large  lead  over  any  other  crop. 
'^''  value  last  vear  was  placed  at  $625 
'^mpared  with  $459  in  1940  and  a  previ- 
'■■  'O-yt-ar  average  of  $433.92.  Onions 
j'"'^'  -t^cond  in  acre  value,  and  show  the 
ffatest  percentage  of  increase,  the  figure 
tioi  ,  '  ^^'"^  $402.78  compared  with 
'pM  the  year  previously  ami  $183.33 
^r  the  previous  10-year  average.  The 
.JJ"^^  values  per  acre  of  the  other  crops 
^s  follows :  Asparagus.  S236.25  :  snap- 
'^■X144.12;  beets.  $233.32:  domestic 
;';  a5e,^204  24 ;  Danish  cabbage.  $180; 
f„J^j^.  S258  or, :  lettuce.  $332.43  ;  spinach, 
ik^'  ^^'■^^''^^'■'■'es,  $224,  and  tomatoes, 

^•ipela*   In    Turkeys 

P 

tnlm^'^K^  in  turkeys  has  features  in 
•^^  '*'Lj^''^h  the  disease  as  observed  in 
N  li  ♦!  affected  birds  appear  weak 
\k  ^  ^"^  ^^^y  'ose  t^^'''  appetite. 
h^^^  "i^rtem  examination  the  most 
'*aff  f^  'fsions  exhibited  are  hemor- 
1^, " ''♦/'arious  sizes  in  the  different 
\i  <:,  •  """J^ans  especially  in  the  mus- 
'  "irlf  sanitation  and  early  removal 
and  dead  birds  are  neces.sary 
"'^'asures. 


TEST  47,880  CATTLE 
FOR  BANG'S  DISEASE 
DURING  ONE  MONTH 

DURING  the  month  of  December  a 
total  2,514  herds,  comprised  of 
47,880  cattle  in  this  State  were  tested 
for  Hang  disease  under  supervision  of 
the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  according  to 
the  report  to  Secretary  John  H.  Light. 
Of  that  number  1.510  cattle  in  628  herds 
wtrc  found  to  be  affected  bringing  the 
percentage  of  infected  herds  to  24.9  per- 
cent and  of  cattle,  3.1  percent.  Including 
the  tests  made  in  that  month  there  are 
now  624,841  cattle  under  supervision  in 
this  State  in  the  Bang  disease  control 
program. 

For  the  cattle  condemned  the  State  paid 
during  December  $54,246  to  which  was 
added  Federal  Government  indemnities 
amounting  to  $38,949,  making  a  total  of 
$93,195  having  been  paid  to  owners  of 
Bang  disease  cattle. 

During  the  month  four  permits  were 
issued  for  calf  hood  vaccination  under  the 
program  for  Bang  disease  control  which 
was  inaugurated  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  last  March.  Up  to  this  time 
a  total  of   111   permits  have  been  issued. 

A  total  of  52,998  cattle  were  given  tu- 
berculin tests  during  the  month  of  which 
only  172  cattle  were  found  to  be  affected 
with  the  disease,  indicating,  according  to 
Secretary  Light,  the  great  success  of  the 
program  for  the  eradication  of  that  dis- 
ease. Cattle  owners  were  paid  State 
indemnities  amounting  to  $5,530  and 
$2,957  in  Federal  Government  indemnities 
for  condemned  cattle. 

During  the  month  177,869  specimens  for 
examination  for  disease  were  received  at 
tht'  laboratory  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry  of  which  130,502  specimens  were 
those  of  chickens,  examined  for  pullorum 
disease. 

In  the  meat  hygiene  division  of  the  de- 
partment 51.168  ante-mortem  and  post- 
mortem examinations  were  made  and  117 
carcasses  of  animals  condemned  as  unfit 
for  consumption.  Examination  for  sani- 
tation was  made  of  659  meat  establish- 
ments. A  total  of  3.603.382  pounds  of 
meat  and  meat  products  were  examined 
of  which  2,783  pounds  were  condemned. 
Examination  was  also  made  of  2.161..377 
pounds  of  animal  organs  of  which  236.740 
pounds  were  condemned. 

SUGGEST    USE,    TEST 
OF  AVAILABLE  SEEDS 

SUGGESTION  is  made  by  the  Bureau 
of  Plant  Industry  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  that  in  view  of  a  possible 
shortage  of  some  varieties  of  vegetable 
and  flower  seeds  this  year  as  a  result  of 
war  conditions,  that  use  be  made  in  the 
home  and  on  the  farm  of  seeds  which 
might  have  been  procured  from  plants 
last  season  and  of  those  which  were  pur- 
cha.sed  last  year  and  not  used. 

Before  planting,  it  is  suggested,  how- 
ever, that  germination  tests  be  made,  to 
show  in  what  quantity  they  should  be 
planted  in  order  that  a  satisfactory  crop 
might  be  procured.  The  tests  can  easily 
be  made  at  the  home  by  mixing  the  seeds 
thoroughly  so  that  the  test  will  develop 
the  average  of  all  the  seeds.  The  seeds 
to  be  germinated  can  be  spaced  on  a  plate 
which  has  been  covered  with  sterile  canton 
flannel  or  unbleached  muslin.  By  marking 
off  the  moderately  wet  cloth  into  three 
or  four  divisions,  many  varieties  can  be 
tested  at  one  time.  The  plate  or  dish 
should  he  covered  to  prevent  drying. 

Another  method  commonly  used  for 
corn,  beans  and  other  large  seeds  is  the 
ragdoll  method  which  consists  of  placing 
the  seeds  between  sterile  cloth  or  several 
thicknesses  of  paper  toweling  which  has 
been  moistened.  The  cloth  and  seeds 
should  then  he  loosely  rolled  and  held 
in  place  by  a  rubber  band.  The  seeds 
should  he  Jcept  damp  by  sprinkling. 

After  a  few  days  sprouts  may  be  seen 
emerging  from  the  seed.  The  number  of 
days  varies  with  the  kind  of  seed.  Car- 
rots, for  example,  take  28  days  for  com- 
plete germination  while  only  five  days 
is  required  for  lettuce.  As  the  sprottts 
appear  only  the  strong  ones  which  have 
numerous  root  hairs  should  be  counted 
as  weak  sprouts  will  not  develop  into 
strong  plants. 

By  using  100  seeds,  the  number  of 
healthv  sprouts  show  the  germination 
percentage.  The  test  does  not  only  de- 
velop the  vitality  of  the  seed  but  also  the 
rate   of    sowing. 


NEW  PLAN  ADOPTED 
FOR  TB  TESTING  OF 
CATTLE     IN     PENNA. 

A,  CHANGE  in  the  plan  under  which 
cattle  are  tested  for  tuberculosis  in 
this  State  has  been  announced  by  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture  John  H.  Light,  re- 
sulting from  conditions  caused  by  the 
national  emergency.  Under  the  revised 
plan  areas  in  which  retests  of  all  cattle 
shows  an  infection  of  not  more  than  two- 
tenths  of  one  percent  may  remain  in  the 
modified  accredited  status  for  a  period  of 
six  years  from  the  date  of  remodification 
instead  of  being  required  to  undergo  tests 
each  three  years  which  has  been  the  sys- 
tem followed  up  to  this  time. 

The  plan  just  adopted  had  the  previous 
approval  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Animal  Industry  but  was  not  adopted  in 
this  State  until  conditions  made  it 
necessary. 

In  view  of  the  low  degree  of  infection 
of  tuberculosis  in  cattle  in  a  number  of 
the  counties  in  this  State,  it  is  felt  that 
the  extension  from  the  three  to  the  six 
year  test  period  in  those  areas  where  in- 
fection is  below  the  requirement,  can  be 
made  without  jeopardizing  the  favorable 
position  attained  by  Pennsylvania  toward 
the  eradication  of  the  disease.  The  con- 
tinuous testing  over  the  years  since  the 
program  was  inaugurated  has  demon- 
strated that  tuberculosis  is  being  grad- 
ually eliminated  from  the  cattle  of  this 
State  and  is  now  at  a  point  in  many 
areas  where  the  test  period  can  be  ex- 
tended with  safety. 

In  announcing  the  change  Secretary 
Light  stated  that  as  a  result  of  the  war 
it  has  become  increasingly  difficult  to  ob- 
tain sufficient  veterinarians  to  conduct 
tuberculin  tests  of  the  cattle  under  the 
modified  accredited  area  plan  because  of 
the  demand  for  their  services  in  military 
operations.  It  is  also  difficult  to  obtain 
drivers  of  automobiles  to  assist  and  trans- 
port the  veterinarians  in  conducting  the 
tests,  rationing  of  tires  also  creates  a 
transportation  problem,  and  the  Federal 
Government  has  limited  funds  for  ex- 
penditure in  the  payment  of  indemnities 
for  condemned  cattle.  Under  the  tnhpr- 
culin  and  Bang  disease  eradication  plans 
the  Federal  and  State  governments  share 
in  the  idemnity  payments. 

No  reactors  to  the  disease  were  found 
in  tests  made  in  1940  and  1941  in  Pike. 
Cameron,  Clarion,  Venango  and  Forest 
counties.  In  nine  counties  tests  showed 
infection  not  exceeding  two-tenths  of  one 
percent  and  those  areas  have  been  changed 
from  the  three  to  the  six  year  testing 
plan.  Thev  are  Huntingdon.  Columbia, 
Potter,  Indiana,  Luzerne.  Clinton.  Cam- 
bria. Fulton,  and  Jefferson  counties. 

It  is  announced  by  the  Bureau  of  Ani- 
mal Industry  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture that  herd  owners  who  do  not  wish 
to  wait  until  the  cattle  in  their  county 
are  again  tuberculin  tested  under  the  area 
plan  have  the  privilege  of  employing  their 
veterinarian  to  test  their  cattle  at  their 
own  expense.  However,  before  any  test- 
ing is  conducted,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
Bureau  be  advised  of  the  name  of  the 
veterinarian  they  desire  to  employ  so  that 
authority  may  be  grantee!  by  tlie  Bureau. 

In  herds  operating  under  the  individual 
plan,  which  is  at  the  owner's  expense,  for 
the  control  of  Bang  disease,  it  is  sug- 
gested that  it  is  advantageous  to  have 
the  tuberculin  test  conducted  at  the  same 
time  that  the  test  is  made  for  Bang 
disease. 

WHEAT  STOCKS  IN  PA. 
BELOW  THOSE  OF  '41 

STOCKS  of  wheat  in  interior  mills, 
elevators  and  warehouses  in  Penn- 
svlvania  on  Januarv  1  were  placed  at 
1,110.000  bushels  by  surveys  of  the 
Federal-State  Crop  Reporting  Service 
issued  by  the  Pennsylvania  Department 
of  Agriculture.  This  amount  compared 
with  1,150,000  bushels  on  the  comparable 
date  a  year  previously  and  with  1,308.000 
bushels  for  the  previous  five-year  average. 
The  situation  in  this  State  is  the  re- 
verse of  that  existing  on  a  country-wide 
basis.  Stocks  held  in  similar  storages 
throughout  the  country  on  January  1 
were  reported  to  he  207,351,000  bushels, 
said  to  he  the  largest  stocks  on  that  date 
in  that  position  in  the  eight  years  for 
which  records  have  been  kept.  The  figure 
shows  an  increase  of  28  percent  above  the 
stocks  reported  on  January  1,  1941.  Those 
stocks  combined  with  those  held  on  farms, 
gives  a  total  of  wheat  held  of  581.171,000 
bushels. 
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CONriNUE 
PRODUCTION 

J  .\|;kS  ou  Piiinsylvania  farms  are 
If  \ontin'u'UK  to  cciisistcntly  break  rec- 
I  iffK!.'  pr'Kii'*^"^'^'"'  tliercby  complying 
rTtlie  iirK'-"^  rc(|uests  for  greatly  in- 
r    „i  (iiiiintilics    of    eggs    to    meet    the 


Cnlh  '<''  '''^'  defense  program.  On 
r!lrv  1  the  a\eragc  rate  of  production 
''(;•)    eSK'i^    IM^r     1^''    l''^>'C'"s     which 

"'U^l  "P  Hii^^''"^*^^  ^^  ^'^*"  "'"^^^  ^*^"' 
^l^li'  iiK'HilJ  to   establish   a   new    high 

'ir,i  fur  «ach  month.    'IMie   number  of 

r.  (liiriii.i:   tlie   month    showed   an   in- 

„f   till    rit,nire    being    placed    at    15,- 

E  11(1(1  ciiiiipJired  with   15.372,(K)0  in    l)e- 

;'i,|l,^.r.  19411.  Init  there  was  also  a  higher 

!'•    ,{  lav.   The  total  prfMluction  for  the 

Jlrili  wa>    K'l    million    eggs    compared 

"J'Jli  14()  million   eggs    in    that   month    a 

'jr  i)riviou>ly  and  the  monthly   number 

t(.'p  per  layer  was  10.1  compared  with 

vTrii!!^  in  December,   1940. 

The  average  price  per  dozen  received 
^,  (in-  fiiriiicr  in  Pennsylvania  during 
firt-enibir  was  36.9  cents  compared  with 
%i)  ciiits  in  that  month  a  year  earlier. 
jh,  avtra.m-  cost  of  100  pounds  of  laying 
p.h  wds  S2.()9  compared  with  $2.\7  and 
ijiiaviraire  cust  of  KX)  pounds  of  scratch 
iVI  v\as  J^2.03  compared  with  $1.71.  In 
iiiuoi  increased  costs  of  feed,  the  return 
i'lii  itrss  was  more  favorable  to  the 
.■-ii:n  in  that  it  re(|uired  77  eggs  during 
li;t  jiecinihrr  to  purchase  100  pounds  of 
;V!  compared  with  82  eggs  in  that  month 
[jvtar  previously. 

National  ciig  production  in  December 
U  also  a  record  for  the  month  both  in 
[ia;t  of  lay  per  bird  and  in  total  produc- 

n  of  eir,t,'s.    Total    production    was    15 

wnt  larger    than    in    December,    1940, 

\  48  percent  larger  than  the  10-year 
[DtCfmbcr  average.  Production  in  each  of 
pe  last   four   months    has    exceeded    all 

fvious  high  levels  for  the  month. 

The  rate  of  lay  in  December  set  a  new 

[fd  hiph  and  was  eiuht  percent  larger 
I*  5^  in  December,   1940,   and   40  percent 

)Vf  the  10-year  average.  The  annual 
v.f.  nf  la\    per   average   layer   on    hand 

jrine  1941  was  five  percent  higher  than 
:  I'MO  and  three  percent  higher  than 
::e  previous  record  high  in  1938.  The 
Ibvv  rate  of  lay  has  continued  into 
'iniiarv.  the  daily  rate  shown  by  sample 
i!'ni  flocks  on  January  1  was  nine  per- 
M!ah()ve  a  year  ago,  the  highest  January 
'■  'ate  of  record. 

Production  of  baby  chicks  by  com- 
nercial  hatcheries  throughout  the  country 
5  iJeccmher  was  a  record  for  the  month. 
I'll  estimated  number  of  chicks  was  52 
>'«nt  larRir   than   the   previous    record 

"iput  of  December,  1940.  For  the  year. 
NiMiRs  were  the  largest  on  record  for 
'H  ImduTv  industry.  Purchases  of  eggs 
'':  'lie  I'nited  States  Government  under 
'  ^  I.fnfi-I,ease  Act  during  1942  are  ex- 
pected to  he  more  than  twice  as  large 
'MHirchascs  made  in  1941.  The  favorable 
fiJ'^  prices  in  pmspect  will  probablv  re- 
J'  in  a  strong  demand  for  chicks  for 
'"!"  layincr  purposes  during  the  spring 
■^^•'hs  „f  1042  Hatcheries  rep.^rted 
^'■y'  "n  hand  January   1   to  be  54  per- 

'"''  larger  than  on   the   same   date    last 

)tar. 


INSPECTORS  CHECK 
POTATO  LABELING 

yRICT  compliance    with    the    potato 

N marketing   law    is    required    in   every 

r^''  ^f^retary  John  H.  Light  of  the 

lii 'i!'"^^'"  "'  •^'^'"'^■t'lture  again  warned 

r;|"e  result  of  a  report  that  the  recent 

•,,"^1,"'  ^'^"^''"d  for  potatoes  indicate*;  a 

V'^  Nhurt  e,,t^  being   taken   in   some   in- 

,(.'?'''  '"   P''"l'frly    labeling    the    actual 

J  ^  ^^•'V-'i'H'd  in  clo.sed  packages.    De- 

!?'"'   '"Hxctors    are   checking    potato 

;'^*<'s  anfl  l^h^ls  jp  all  markets  and  pro- 

P  centers  of  the  State. 

I   '^'  Rrcat    majority    of    grfiwers    and 

•Cl  "^^'T^^    *^*'    'aw     to    the    letter, 

vh.  '^^    ^''Pht    stated    but    oecasirmallv 

.Jl'^'ns  occur  wliich  defeat  the  purposes 

,  .''law  which  are  for  the  protection  of 

'"'^try  and  the  consuming  public. 

^    Not  Much  Cabbage  Stored 

I  ,i;,^Jl'^'y  rom  all  sections  of  the  State 

I'  a/  u- ^    ^'^''^^    '"^    '''*'*■    ca^>^a^'*'    '" 
''farm         ^'^'^^     "^^^    ^"^a"    quantities 
^  "^tora-e  are  not  keeping  well.    M 


No.  7 


'*•'  8(1 


to  '10  percent  of  the  Danish  crop 
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bounty    area    has    moved    !<• 


PRECAUTION  AGAINST 
DISEASE     IS     URGED 

EXTR.X  precaution  against  disease  in 
poultry  is  urged  upon  poultrymen  by 
the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  particularly 
during  the  present  emergency  when 
greater  production  is  being  urged  under 
the  defense  program  which  will  bring  a 
greater  drain  upon  the  vitality  of  the 
laying  birds.  It  is  pointed  out  that  the 
importance  of  the  disease  problem  in 
p<iultry  can  be  realized  from  the  fact 
that  of  all  domesticated  animals,  poultry 
suffers  the  greatest  losses  from  disease. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  average  annual 
mortality  in  poultry  flocks  is  25  percent, 
a  loss  which  would  be  ruinous  to  any 
other  livestock  enterprise. 

This  high  poultry  mortality  rate  is  said 
to  be  due  largely  to  the  intensive  methods 
of  poultry  production  now  generally  in 
practice  and  also  because  of  the  marked 
increase  in  egg  production  which  is  now 
expected  from  the  birds.  It  is  further 
suggested  that  it  is  evident  that  breeding 
and  feeding  for  production  favor  the  de- 
velopment of  disease  by  placing  a  far 
greater  strain  on  the  constitution  of  the 
bird  than  nature  intended  it  should  bear. 
A  hen  laying  300  eggs  a  year  produces 
approximately  eight  times  its  own  weight 
in  eggs  in  a  single  year,  which  is  perhaps 
15  times  as  much  as  it  would  prorluce  had 
it  not  been  subject  to  domestication. 

Sanitation  and  proper  feeding  are  placed 
on  the  top  of  the  list  of  disease  control 
measures. 

DECREASE  SHOWN  IN 
PA.  CATTLE  ON  FEED 
'41    SHIPMENTS   DOWN 

IN  Petmsylvania  the  number  of  cattle 
on  feed  at  the  beginning  of  1942  was 
smaller  than  at  the  beginning  of  1941, 
according  to  surveys  of  the  Federal-State 
Crop  Reix)rting  Service,  issued  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agriculture. 
Movement  of  feeder  cattle  into  the  State 
through  public  stockyards  the  first  eleven 
months  of  1941  was  24  percent  less  than 
the  same  period  in  1940.  Direct  shipments 
were  also  less  than  in  1940  but  the  de- 
cline was  not  as  sharp.  Contributing  to 
the  decline  in  feeder  cattle  has  been  the 
shortage  of  labor,  the  dry  season  and 
scant  water  supply  in  some  localities,  and 
the  higher  price  of  profitable  feeders. 
There  is  also  some  tendency  indicated  to 
feed  out  to  heavier  weights  and  to  market 
somewhat  earlier  than  a  year  ago. 

The  total  number  of  cattle  on  feed  for 
the  country  as  a  whole  on  January  1, 
1942.  was  also  slightly  below  the  same 
date  last  year.  In  the  C(^rn  Belt  States 
there  was  a  three  percent  decline  in  num- 
bers on  feed  between  the  two  first-of-the- 
year  dates  while  for  the  Western  States 
the  numbers  were  about  equal  to  the  cor- 
responding date  in  1941. 

Reports  from  Corn  Belt  cattle  feeders 
and  recorrls  of  receipts  at  leading  markets 
since  January  1  indicate  an  unusually 
large  proportion  of  cattle  on  feed  Jan- 
uary 1  that  were  to  be  marketed  in 
January  and  February.  The  increased 
proportion  intended  for  January-February 
marketings  was  off.set  by  a  rather  sharp 
decrease  in  the  proportion  tr)  be  marketed 
after  April,  with  the  proportions  for 
March  and  .A^pril  about  the  same  as  last 
vear.  If  these  intentions  are  carrietl  out, 
supplies  of  fed  cattle  will  continue  larger 
than  last  vear  until  about  March  1  and 
then  will  tend  to  fall  oflF  relative  to  last 
vear  and  relative  to  the  January  and 
Februarv    volume   of   this   year. 

Reports  from  cattle  feeders  show 
smaller  proportions  of  feeder  calves  and 
of  light  weight  steers  and  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  heavv  feeders  in  the  cattle 
on  feed  Tanuary  1  this  vear  than  were 
reported  a  year  ago.  This  distribution 
is  al«o  shown  by  records  of  shinments 
of  'Jtockers  and  feeders  from  foiir  leading 
mr.rkets  dtiring  the  last  half  of  1941.  The 
total  from  these  markets  was  down  about 
14  nercent  but  the  number  of  steers  over 
m)  pounds  was  about  the  same,  while 
t,o|it  steers  and  feeder  calves  were  down 
sharplv. 

Dtiring  the  vear  of  1041.  there  was 
<;1au£rhtered  imder  Federal  meat  inspec- 
tion 10.945.906  head  of  cattle  which  was 
P  percent  larger  than  the  previous  year. 
C'llf  slanehter  of  5.461.042  head  was  un 
two  percent  over  l.nst  vear.  and  sheep  and 
b.mb-:  eoiialinf-  1R.124  531  head  exceeded 
that  of  the  previous  year  by  four  percent. 


MILK  PRODUCTION  ON 
PENNA.  FARMS  BREAKS 
PREVIOUS     RECORDS 

MIIvK  production  on  farms  in  Penn- 
sylvania  established  a  new  high  rec- 
ord m  December,  the  second  consecutive 
month  in  which  that  feat  was  performed 
accordmg  to  the  Federal -State  Crop  re- 
IKjrts  released  by  Secretary  John  H.  Light 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  Pro- 
duction averaged  16.8  pounds  of  milk  per 
cow  m  the  reported  herds.  Pennsylvania's 
output  of  creamery  butter  in  November 
was  1,030,000  prjunds,  which  was  12  per- 
cent above  November  a  year  earlier  and 
39  percent  higher  than  the  November 
average  over  the  past  few  years.  Thi.s 
mcreased  production,  it  is  pointed  out. 
places  this  State  in  a  high  position  iii 
assisting  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
defense  program. 

According  to  the  reports  feed  costs 
climbed  between  two  and  three  percent 
higher  during  December,  but  in  spite  of 
the  increase,  dairymen  reporting  on  Jan- 
uary 1  averaged  7.4  pounds  of  grain  and 
concentrates  fed  per  cow  in  the  herd, 
which  was  one  of  the  highest  figures  in 
the   11   years  of  record. 

Nation-wide  milk  production  on  farms 
during  December  is  estimated  at  nearly 
8.6  billion  pounds,  or  six  percent  higher 
than  in  December,  1940,  and  represents 
a  continuation  of  the  unusually  high  level 
of  production.  The  total  milk  production 
for  the  year  1941,  was  more  than  IW/i 
billion  pounds,  five  percent  higher  than 
in  1940.  On  a  per  capita  basis,  this  is 
the  highest  output  for  the  18-year  period 
in  which  records  are  available,  and  nearly 
nine  percent  above  the  1935-39  average. 
In  the  important  dairy  belt  that  extends 
from  Minnesota  and  Iowa  eastward  to 
New  England,  every  State  showed  record 
or  near-record  milk  production  per  cow 
for  January  1. 

The  report  states  that  as  the  Nation's 
war  effort  increases  the  records  of  dairy 
production,  stocks,  and  prices  show  un- 
precedented conditions,  though  they  do  not 
reveal  what  lies  ahead.  The  shifts  of 
population  that  have  begun  have  already 
resulted  in  sharp  regional  changes  in  the 
demand  for  market  milk.  Increased  em- 
ployment at  high  wages  and  prospective 
increases  in  taxes  will  shift  purchasing 
power  between  income  classes  and  produc- 
ing groups  and  cause  unpredictable 
changes  in  the  demand  for  individual 
dairy  products.  Changes  in  demand  are 
taking  place  much  more  rapidly  than 
changes  in  supplies. 

CATTLE  TAG  CHANGE 
RESULTS    IN    FINE 

A  DAIRY  farmer  in  Bradford  County 
was  recently  convicted  of  transfer- 
ring ear  tags  on  cattle  in  his  herd  on 
evidence  presented  by  agents  of  the  Bu- 
reau of  Animal  Industry  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  He  was  required  to 
pay  a  fine  and  costs  of  the  prosecution. 
The  transfer  of  the  tags  was  detected  by 
the  bureau  agents  while  making  Bang 
disease  retests  of  the  herd. 

Warning  has  been  issued  by  the  depart- 
ment that  close  surveillance  is  being  kept 
of  all  records  and  that  any  violation  of 
the  law  involving  the  tampering  with  ear 
tagged  disease  tested  cattle  v\ill  be  prose- 
cuted to  the  full  extent  of  the  law. 

In  commenting  upon  this  practice,  Sec- 
retary John  H.  Light  stated  that  "It  is 
the  effort  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture to  eradicate  disease  in  cattle  both 
from  a  public  health  point  of  view  and 
as  a  means  of  saving  vast  sums  of  money 
for  the  farmer  in  losses  which  are  in- 
curred through  diseased  cattle.  This  is 
being  done  according  to  a  well-defined 
program  and  at  great  public  expense.  In 
this  effort  the  department  has  the  whole- 
hearted support  of  the  vast  majority  of 
the  farmers  of  this  State  but  it  takes 
only  one  violator  to  cause  widespread 
damage  and  a  breakdown  of  the  work 
accomplished  in  this  area.  Under  the  sys- 
tem of  records  maintained  by  the  Depart- 
ment it  is  a  difficult  matter  for  the  viola- 
tion to  go  undetected  over  a  long  period 
of  time  and  the  violator  soon  finds  that 
his  effort  to  gain  at  the  expense  of  the 
State  is  a  costly  one." 

Horses   Decrease 

The  number  of  horses  and  colts  on 
Pennsvlvania  farms  decreased  from  349.- 
(K)0  in  1929  to  285.fHm  in  1939.  according 
to  figures  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. 
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FAIR  PRICE,  (xmjY^^^y 

HOULD  BE  GUh$Er4PK 
liuYlNG  BABY  CHICKS 

AiK  price   for  baby   chicks   based 


Hiuality  represents  economy  in  the 

!m  the  State  Department  of  Agri- 

"^"  "^ ,  uoultrv   section   comments   in   a 

id' report  on  the  Pennsylvania  poul- 

T''!''a'i)'irt    lists    the    quality    factors 

''a  buyer  looks  for  in  baby  chicks. 

"bilitv  conies  first  because,   says  the 

"'^'^  ■  ••L■nle^^  he  gets  chicks  which  can 


.Ised^to  maturity  a  farmer  won't  be 
!he  poultry  business    long."    Continu- 
•  j|,p  rep(irt   says   both    breeders   and 
tmercial  hatcherymen  have  done  much 
"'luce  chick  mortality  by  having  their 
,^j,i,,  flocks    officiallv    tested    by    the 
4  Department  of   Agriculture   under 
program  to  eliminate   Pullorum  dis- 
Je    Some  commercial    poultrymen,    it 
2.  rK'in^^^^  0"^'    guarantee    95    percent 
cabilitv  am(.ng    their    chicks    for    the 
,(  two  weeks,  and  their   replacements 
"  negligible  because  "they  are   follow- 
an  apV'^\'«l  blood-testing  and  hatch- 
hygiene  program."     The  report  con- 
nut?  : 

Breeding  is  the  next  most   important 
knideration  because  profits  are  still  im- 
Uilile  in  the  poultry  business  unless  the 
[rd>  lay    after    they     reach    maturity. 
U.ibl)  the  best  illustration  of  the  effect 
; Wding  is  a  study  of  the  results  of 
bone  of  the  egg-laying  contests  in  the 
Ltrv.    Here  you  will  find  100  pens  of 
t  birds   each    housed    under    identical 
editions,  fed   identically    the    same   ra- 
in-and  managed  by  the  same  individu- 
Lyet  some  pens  average  only  150  eggs 
Itr  bird  while  other  pens    will  average 
pards  of  300  eggs  per  bird." 
J  The  importance  of  the  effect  of   high 
L  production   on  profits,   it    is   pointed 
\\.  is  hased  on  the   fact  that  feed  con- 
:ption  does   not    increase    proportion- 
[;ly  witli  egg  production.     One  hundred 
i  which   consume  around  20  pounds 
ttd  a  day  when  they  are  in  20  percent 
r'luction  will  not   consume   40  pounds 
jheii  they  are  laying  40  percent   or  60 
nds  when  they  are  laying  at  the  rate 
percent  production.     In  practice  the 
lik  in  4<)  percent  production   will   con- 
he  around  22  to  25  pounds  of  feed  per 
\  and  the  birds  in  60  percent  produc- 
Iriwill  consume  more  nearly  24  to  28 
•jnds  of  feed   per    100   birds   per    day. 
I  ^ei'i;  production  goes  up  the  amount 
ited  required  to  produce  a  dozen  of 
iiocs  down  and  thus  the  profits  in- 

ft25f. 

[ADVISE  DOG  OWNERS 
|T0  OBTAIN   LICENSES 

\\ARX1NG  to  dog  owners  who 
iiave  not  yet  procured  the  1942  li- 
c^  for  their  dogs  has  been  issued  by 
Division  of  Dog  Law  Enforcement 
I  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of  the 
partmcnt  of  Agriculture.  The  1941 
pnses  e.xpired  January  15.  New  licenses 
procurable  at  the  offices  of  the  county 
p>urers,  or  applicaticjn  may  be  made 
puiih  any  justice  of  the  peace,  alder- 
'^i  magistrate  or  notary  public  in  the 
[j'W  in  which  the  dog  owner  resides. 
<'"gs  six  months  of  age  or  older 
m  he  licensed. 

I  nder  the  law  the  license  tag  must  be 
■'^fned  to  a  collar  which  must  be  worn 
|°i  times  by  the  dog  and  the  tags  are 
'J 'ransferahle  from  one  animal  to  an- 
f  It  is  also  pointed  out  that  the  tag 
I'S  not  ahsolve  the  owner  of  the  dog 
'"1  liability  in  the  event  it  causes  dam- 
ft'  property  and  it  is  therefore  neccs- 

IniJi  ^."  '^^^^  ^^  ^^P^  under  proper 
Field  agents  of  the  department 
r  constantly  checking  dogs  in  their 
V-  ^nd  violators  of  the  dog  laws  are 
y'^'  to  a  fine  and  the  costs  of  prose- 

i,C  W  LEGHORNS  HOLD 
"<ST   THREE    PLACES 

\     ■^-   l^th   week   of    the    Pennsvl- 
V-S]  ^'^^  Laying  Test   con- 

[.^  "y  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
(."J^^frage  egg  production  was  placed 
fi„J"  P*'''<^t'nt.  The  average  number 
\r  ^'p  bird  was  82.22.  bringing  the 
..'"["duction  to  90.849.  The  number 
pj^ming  birds  was  1.105. 
r-'lnrj-  "^'"^'^  comb  white  leghorns 
,'fj'l'l'^ns  one.  two  and  three  among 

f-t  r,l  ^'■"'^     ^^^     ^^^     ^^^^     *"     fl^^^- 

Jl^'  "  ^'"'^"^  ^y  Ra^cock's  Hatch- 
'"  a  credit  of  1.372.90  points  and 


HORSE,  MULE  PRICES 
BELOW    '41    FIGURES 


WHETHER  the  problem  presented 
in  transportation  by  the  virtual 
elimination  of  the  automobile  and  tire 
supply  is  responsible  or  whether  the  in- 
fluence comes  from  the  general  tendency 
of  price  increases  cannot  be  determined, 
but  there  is  recorded  an  upward  trend 
in  the  average  prices  of  horses  and 
mules  in  this  State,  according  to  com- 
pilations of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. The  latest  available  figures  show 
that  the  price  of  horses  stands  at  an 
average  of  $108  compared  with  $102  a 
month  previously  and  the  average  price 
for  mules  is  $115  compared  with  $108  a 
month  earlier. 

However,  this  tendency  has  not  yet 
reached  a  highly  favorable  figure,  nor 
does  it  indicate  that  the  horse  market  is 
being  greatly  influenced  by  the  present 
emergency  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
latest  prevailing  prices  were  below  those 
\yhich  prevailed  a  year  earlier.  At  that 
time  the  average  price  for  horses  was 
$112  and  that  for  mules  $117.  They  are 
the  only  two  instances  in  farm  products 
in  which  a  decrease  in  the  average  price 
is  shown. 

MORE  PRECAUTION  IS 
URGED  TO  PREVENT 
HOG  CHOLERA  LOSSES 

WITH  indications  of  a  considerable 
increase  this  year  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania pig  crop,  the  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture urges  upon  all  farmers  the  necessity 
of  increased  eiTorts  against  hog  cholera 
which  is  referred  to  as  the  "Bubonic 
Plague"  of  the  swine  industry.  Agents 
of  the  department  are  constantly  at  work 
to  keep  the  disease  at  a  minimum  and  it 
is  pointed  out  that  in  these  efforts  defi- 
nite cooperation  must  be  given  by  all 
persons  raising  swine  if  success  shall  be 
attained.  This  is  particularly  true  in 
periods  of  increased  pig  prcK^uction,  it  is 
pointed  out. 

The  disease  is  one  of  the  principal 
causes  of  heavy  loss  to  the  swine  indus- 
try and  without  proper  care  can  develop 
into  an  outbreak  which  may  be  disas- 
trous. As  the  result  of  constant  vigilance 
on  the  part  of  department  agents  and  the 
program  of  vaccination  and  quarantine, 
the  number  of  cases  in  this  State  have 
been  held  at  a  steady  level  over  the  past 
few  years. 

It  is  stated  that  the  disease  causes  a 
loss  annually  on  the  farms  of  this  ct)un- 
try  of  from  20  to  30  million  dollars.  It 
is  recalled  that  a  terrific  outbreak  oc- 
curred in  1895  which  swept  over  the  en- 
tire country,  causing  the  death  of  one  in 
10  of  the  total  hog  population.  Again  in 
1913,  a  short  time  after  government  scien- 
tists had  discovered  the  cause  of  the 
disease  and  perfected  a  preventive  serum, 
another  disastrous  outbreak  struck  the 
country  and  caused  105  hog  casualties  of 
each  1,000  swine.  The  last  epidemic  oc- 
curred in  1926  when  the  toll  was  60  head 
of  each  1,000.  Modern  vaccination  has 
reduced  the  losses  over  the  past  10  years 
to  an  average  of  about  35  head  of  each 
1,000  swine. 

To  guard  against  the  disease,  farmers 
are  urged  to  maintain  swine  on  sanitary 
premises ;  not  to  buy  sick  hogs  or  cheap 
animals  unless  there  is  good  reasons  for 
the  owner  to  sacrifice  them ;  not  to  go 
near  a  premise  where  there  are  sick  hogs, 
or  allow  anyone  handling  sick  hogs  ac- 
cess to  pens  and  lots ;  not  to  purchase 
pigs  at  public  sales  or  stock  yards  unless 
they  have  been  vaccinated  ;  not  to  permit 
breeding  stock  to  leave  the  premises  and 
be  returned  without  taking  the  precau- 
tion of  keeping  those  animals  in  isolation 
for  a  least  two  weeks ;  not  to  feed  un- 
cooked garbage,  pork  scraps  or  slaughter 
house  refuse  to  unvaccinated  swine. 

Cabbage  Stocks  Down 

The  indicated  stocks  of  Danish  type 
cabbage  in  Pennsylvania  on  January  1, 
were  estimated  at  700  tons  compared  with 
1,500  tons  on  the  same  date  a  year  ago. 
Much  of  this  stock  has  already  been 
moved,  according  to  reports  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture. 


1,417  eggs;  second  place  is  held  by 
kaudcr's  Pedigree  Leghorns,  credited 
with  l..V)4  points  and  1.281  eggs,  and 
third  place  is  held  by  J.  A.  Hanson,  his 
pen  credited  with  1,346.200  points  and 
1.297  eggs. 


ADVANCE  IN  INCOME 
TO  FARMER  LARGELY 
OFFSET    BY    EXPENSE 

THE  index  of  prices  paid  Pennsyl- 
vania farmers  for  principal  agricul- 
tural 1  roducts  increased  one  point  during 
the  month  ended  January  15,  according 
to  the  survey  of  the  Federal- State  Crop 
Reporting  Service  released  by  Secretary 
John  H.  Light  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  bringing  the  index  for  all 
farm  products  to  153,  figured  from  the 
1910-14  base  of  100,  compared  with  124 
on  the  cornparable  date  a  year  ago.  At 
the  same  time  an  increase  of  three  points 
was  registered  for  the  month,  the  figure 
rising  from  143  to  145  in  the  prices  the 
farmer  must  pay  for  the  things  he  buys. 
This  figure  compares  with  123  a  year 
earlier. 

This  advance  has  placed  the  purchas- 
ing power  of  the  farmer  at  105.  a  de- 
crease of  one  point  for  the  month,  which 
is  only  four  points  above  the  figure  which 
prevailed  a  year  earlier. 

The  greatest  advance  for  the  month 
was  recorded  in  fruits  which  rose  from 
an  index  of  1130  to  143  and  the  largest 
decrease  was  registered  in  chickens  and 
eggs,  which  slumped  from  149  to  138. 
Meat  products  rose  from  146  to  157; 
dairy  products  remained  stationary  at 
173.  and   grains  went   from   108  to   117. 

The  latest  recorded  prices  for  Penn- 
sylvania products  with  comparisons,  fol- 
low : 

Jan.    15,  Jan.   15, 

1941  1942 

Wheat     Bu.  %     .90  |   1.15 

<^orn      Bu.  .71  .86 

Oats     Bu.  .41  .54 

Barley     Bu,  .59  .72 

Rye     Bu.  .66  ,80 

Buckwheat    Bu,  .54  .65 

Potatoes     Bu,  .65  1.00 

Apples     Bu.  .85  1.15 

Hay     Ton  9.90  12.90 

Hogs     Cwt.  7.40  11.30 

Beef   Cattle    Cwt.  8.30  9.80 

Veal   Calves    Cwt.  11.20  13.40 

Sheep     Cwt.  3.65  5.30 

T.,amhs     Cwt.  8.70  10.90 

.MUk   Cows    Head  83.00  100.00 

Horses    Head  112.00  108.00 

Mules    Head  117.00  115.00 

Chickens    Lb.  .165  .198 

Turkeys     Lb.  .22  .27 

.Vlilk,    wholesale    ..Cwt,  2.25  2.70 

Milk,     retail     Qt.  .116  .126 

Butter    Lb.  ,32  .37 

Butterfat     Lb.  .32  .36 

Kggs     Doz,  .234  .344 

Wool     Lb.  .37  .42 

A  six-point  rise  in  the  index  prices 
received  by  farmers  in  the  United  States 
and  a  three-point  rise  in  the  index  of 
prices  paid  brought  the  average  of  farm 
product  prices  on  January  15  to  102  per- 
cent of  parity.  Though  production  and 
marketings  of  farm  products  continue 
at  high  levels,  increased  demand  for  agri- 
cultural commodities  raised  the  mid- 
January  index  of  prices  received  to  149 
percent  of  the  1909-14  base — 45  points 
above  a  year  ago  and  the  highest  point 
reached  since  October,  1929.  At  146  per- 
cent of  the  1910-14  level,  the  preliminary 
mid-January  index  of  prices  paid  was  23 
points  higher  than  a  year  earlier  and  the 
highest  since  August.  1930.  The  rise  in 
farm  product  prices  during  the  past  year 
has  about  paralleled  the  rise  in  incomes 
of  industrial  workers,  the  index  for 
which  in  December  was  185  percent  of 
the  1935-39  average,  or  50  points  greater 
than  a  year  earlier.  For  the  month  ended 
January  IS.  prices  received  by  farmers 
for  grains  advanced  seven  points,  meat 
animals  six,  and  fruits  four  points.  The 
group  average  for  dairy  products  showed 
no  change  from  mid-December,  while 
jjoultry  products  registered  a  six-point 
decline.  Compared  with  a  year  ago, 
trucks  crops  were  up  80  points ;  grains 
35 :  fruit  24 ;  chickens  and  eggs  47 
points;  meat  animals  38;  and  dairy 
products  27  points. 

PA.     RANKS    FIRST    IN 
TOBACCO,  BUCKWHEAT 

Pi:NXSVLVANIA  holds  first  place 
in  the  production  of  cigar  leaf  to- 
bacco and  buckwheat  among  the  States 
of  this  country  in  which  those  products 
are  grown.  Cigar  leaf  tobacco  is  grown 
in  nine  States  and  buckwheat  is  grown 
in  22   States. 

Last  year  the  tobacco  acreage  in  this 
State  was  35.700  acres  which  yielded 
52.518.000  pounds  which  had  a  value  of 
$7,613,000.  The  average  yield  per  acre 
was  147  pounds  which  was  the  second 
greatest  among  the  tobacco  producing 
States.  The  buckwheat  acreage  totaled 
112.000  acres,  yielding  2.240.000  bu.,  or 
an  average  of  20  bushels  per  acre. 
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REAL  EFl 
TOWARD 
OATS  CROP 


:T   NOTEl 

[5] 


vf{\T  iiitercs 

crop 


rest  in  improving  the  oats 


„i    this     State     is    developing 
i»  , ,  anioiig    Pennsylvania    farmers    is 


r    ■  bv  the  1*^41  seed  certification  rec- 


.  „l  tlic  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  of 
■'' nepartnieiit  of  Agriculture^  whjch  es- 


I,  an  all-time  high  record.  During 
t  '  ,  year  957  acres  of  oats  were  en- 
Pi  j^,/  inspection  of  which  a  total  of 
r  acrts  were  certified  and  284  acres  re- 
1  1  Tliis  compares  with  412  acres 
Kcd  and"  174  acres  rejected  in  1940 
Ij  unlv  l'j6  acres  certified  m  1939.    The 

rcentage  oi  rejections  was  greater  last 
/,r  whicli  is  attributed  to  heavy  rains 
Li;r  occurred  at  harvest  time  in  certain 
Pjl-^hich  (lelaxcd  the  harvest  and  re- 
Ly  in  the  development  of  mould  which 
trUed  '"  ^^^^  ^'"  ^^^^"^  threshing,  caus- 

'  cermination  to  go  below  the  certifica- 
i„„  nandard  of  90  percent.  The  percent- 
K  oi  rejections   for  disease  was  below 

lier  years  and  rejections  for  noxious 
L(ls  and  mixtures  with  other  grains 
[trt  also  low. 

With  the  increase  in  growing  oats  un- 
fctr  inspection  for  seed  certification  has 
[C,  come  a  marked  increase   in  the  de- 

rul  trom  Pennsylvania  farmers  for  cer- 
IJid  seed  indicating  a  marked  trend  to- 

ard  the  effort  to  produce  better  crops. 
PriHiit  indications  are  that  there  will  not 

.ufficient  certified  seed  to  supply  the 
ftstii'l.  It  is  alho  noteworthy  that  with 
[:  advanced  development  has  also  come 

great  improvement    in    varieties,    oats 

viiif;  been  produced  last  year  in  Clear- 
it!d  and  Bradford  counties  and  particu- 
r!v  in  Pdtter  County  which  averaged 
jrirn  six  to  eight  pounds  above  the  re- 
fcrd  II  pounds  to  the  bushel.  Improve- 
fcent  has  also  been  noted  in  yields,  a 
in  Jefferson  county  having  averaged 

bibhcls  to  the  acre.  The  average  State 
Kid  for  certified  oats  was  45.5  bushels 
Inpared  with  29  bushels  m  1940.  The 
[tal  oats  acreage  in  this  State  last  year 

<  876.000  acres  and  the  average  yield 

all  oats  was  34.5  bushels  to  the  acre. 

":;>  Dimpares  with  904,(XX)  acres  in  1940 
b:i  an  average  yield  of  29  bushels. 

I  The  three  varieties  most  in  demand  at 
It  present  time  are  Patterson,  Cornellian 
r<i  the  new  variety  developed  by  Penn- 
flvania  State  College  which  is  designated 
'/()A-27  which  is  three  to  four  days 
irlicr  than  the  Patterson. 

jlr.  commenting  upon  the  favorable 
p  toward  certified  seed.  Secretary 
m  H.  Light  of  the  Department  of  Ag- 
Inlture  stated:  "It  is  a  most  gratifying 
pd  and  one  which  proves  that  farmers 
Y  constantly  realizing  the  necessity  of 
Improvement  in  agriculture.  Good  seed 
s  she  most  important  requirement  in  crop 
■'iuction.  Xo  matter  how  well  the  soil 
^'«y  be  prepared  or  how  much  fertilizer 
'  ii^fd,  the  use  of  poor  seed  results  only 
f  i  poor  crop.  Poor  seed,  therefore  is 
\m  costly  thing  to  use.  Certified  seed 
J  the  nearest  approach  to  assurance  of  a 
Nssful  crop  which  can  be  had." 

PECREASE   SHOWN   IN 
IHOGS    SLAUGHTERED 

^1'^  total  slaughter  of  hogs  under 
Ihderal  inspection  for  1941  equalled 
M^./57  head  as  compared  with  the  50,- 
fB'l  head  for  1940.  showing  a  decline 

m  lierccnt.  This  year's  slaughter 
t  Hs  was  19  percent  over  the  five-year 
kT'  ^^'^''^  cattle  was  up  nine  percent 
E,I  ^^P  and  lambs  four  percent,  but 
Rhter  of  calves  declined  four  percent. 

MORE    VEGETABLES 
MARKETED    IN    JAN. 

jU-OF-STORAGE  movement  of 
hba  ^^'"'''**^*  parsnips,  turnips  and 
feer^^K  ^^  market  during  January  was 
r  than  a  year  earlier,  according  to 
r^  to  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
[ ,,  '"  the  Bucks- Philadelphia  area 
^^  percent  of  the  stored  carrot 
..;,  ■  'tit  for  marketing  during  the 
f-  ^f'rnig  months. 

t)ecrea8e  in  Onion  Stock. 

Pfnn""r"  ^-''^^^  '"  \\:ir\i\s  of  growers 
^Mvania  on  Januarv  1  were  esti- 
(L  '"  he  1.000  sacks  of  100  pounds 
J  fompar,^  with  3.000  sacks  a  year 
^t,,  A   "^  tr,  reports  of  the  Depart- 


PA.  FARM  WAGES  UP 
26  PERCENT   IN   YEAR 

FARxM  wage  rates  in  Pennsylvania 
showed  an  average  increase  of  about 
26  percent  at  the  beginning  of  this  year 
compared  with  those  which  prevailed  a 
year  earlier  according  to  reports  to  the 
I3cpartment  of  Agriculture,  Secretary 
John  H.  Light  has  announced.  Although 
it  is  the  season  when  the  need  for  farm 
labor  is  probably  at  the  lowest  ebb,  the 
supply  was  reported  to  be  only  60  per- 
cent of  normal,  which  compares  with  82 
percent  a  year  earlier.  Demand  for  labor 
was  91  percent  of  normal  compared  with 
88  percent  at  the  beginning  of  1941,  which 
placed  the  supply  at  66  percent  of  the  de- 
mand compared  with  93  percent  a  year 
earlier. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  year  average 
farm  labor  wages  per  month  with  board 
were  placed  at  $35.25  compared  with  %17 
a  year  earlier  and  without  board  at  $53 
compared  with  $42.75.  The  average  day 
rate  with  board  was  $2.15  compared  with 
$1.70  and  without  board,  $2.80  compared 
with    S2.m. 

The  general  average  of  farm  wage 
rates  for  the  United  States  was  sharply 
higher  than  a  year  earlier,  the  index 
being  placed  at  166  percent  of  the  1910- 
14  average  compared  with  124  percent  at 
the  beginning  of  1941  which  made  the  in- 
dex the  highest  since  April  1930.  The 
greatest  advance  was  made  in  those  areas 
where  the  competition  with  industries  en- 
gaged in  production  of  war  materials  is 
greatest. 

In  comparison  with  a  year  ago  the 
number  of  family  workers  was  slightly 
lower,  but  the  number  of  hired  workers 
increased. 

MORE  PA.  POTATOES 
LISTED  FOR  MARKET 

ALTHOUGH  the  1941  potato  produc- 
tion in  Pennsylvania  is  about  a  half 
million  bushels,  or  two  percent  smaller 
than  the  1940  output,  reports  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  indicate  the  quan- 
tity for  sale  in  the  1941-1942  marketing 
season  to  be  two  percent  more  than  the 
previous  marketing  period.  Among  the 
reasons  for  this  condition  are  said  to  be 
the  better  quality  and  a  decline  of  30 
percent  in  potatoes  fed  to  livestock  or  lost 
through  decay  in  shrinkage.  A  notable 
contributing  factor,  however,  is  that 
growers  indicate  a  decline  of  seven  per- 
cent in  their  home  consumption  and  an 
increase  of  two  percent  in  potatoes  saved 
for  seed  on  the  farms  where  they  were 
grown. 

Pennsylvania  local  farm  prices  received 
by  farmers  averaged  90  cents  a  bushel 
toward  the  end  of  the  year  and  through- 
out the  last  quarter  of  1941  were  20  to 
35  cents  higher  than  the  corresponding 
period  a  year  earlier,  reflecting  stronger 
consumer  demand.  Indicated  sales  to 
January  1  were  about  three  percent 
greater  than  in  1940  and  carlot  ship- 
ments to  January  17  were  seven  cars 
greater  than  for  the  same  period  in  1941. 

Stocks  of  potatoes  in  the  hands  of 
growers  and  local  buyers  or  dealers 
throughout  the  country  and  available  for 
sale  on  January  1  were*  estimated  to  be 
six  percent  smaller  than  holdings  a  year 
earlier  an.d  about  one  percent  larger  than 
the  10-vear  average.  The  total  was 
placed  at  104,633,000  bushels. 

LIVESTOCK  MARKETS 
SHOW    BIG    DECLINE 

REPORTS  of  the  Department  of  Ag- 
riculture show  a  decline  from  80  to 
50  in  the  number  of  Community  Live- 
stock Sales  conducted  in  this  State  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  .About  a  year  ago  this 
form  of  livestock  marketing  was  being 
developed  at  a  rapid  pace  resulting  in 
such  strong  competition  as  to  cause  many 
of   them  to  discontinue. 

All  sales  are  conducted  under  regula- 
tion of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  as  a 
measure  to  prevent  the  possible  spreading 
of  disease  in  livestock  and  as  a  protective 
measure  to  the  public  in  preventing  dis- 
eased cattle  from  being  slaughtered  for 
consumption,  A  veterinarian  approved  by 
the  Bureau  is  stationed  at  each  sale  who 
checks  the  health  status  of  all  animals 
purchased  for  additions  to  herds  as  well 
as  those  intended  for  consumption.  He 
is  also  required  to  vaccinate  all  stocker 
hogs  and  pigs  before  they  leave  the  sale 
and  to  supervise  the  dipping  of  all  sheep 
sold  as  stocker s. 
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TOMATO  INSPECTION 
BREAKS  ALL  RECORDS 
YIELDS,     QUALITY     UP 

THE  1941  season  hung  up  a  new  rec- 
ord for  the  canning  of  tomatoes  and 
tomato  products  in  Pennsylvania,  accord- 
ing to  the  reports  of  the  Fruit  and  Vege- 
table Inspection  Division  of  the  Bureau 
of  Markets  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. Nearly  150  million  pounds  of 
tomatoes  were  inspected  during  the  past 
year,  which  was  an  increase  of  nearly  50 
percent  over  the  amount  inspected"  the 
previous  year. 

Not  only  was  a  new  record  established 
in  the  quantity  of  tomatoes  inspected,  but 
the  quality  of  the  crop  was  high,  the  av- 
erage for  the  State  being  68  percent  of 
U.  S.  No.  I's.  and  the  average  yield  per 
acre,  listed  at  7.Z  tons  per  acre,  nearly 
equalled  the  previous  high  of  7.4  tons 
which  was  established  in  1939.  The  aver- 
age price  per  ton  received  by  the  grower 
was  $16.70  which  was  an  all-time  high, 
the  previous  high  price  having  been  paid 
in  1930,    That  price  was  $15.40  per  ton. 

The  extent  of  the  expansion  of  tomato 
growing  in  this  State  is  seen  in  the  rec- 
ords which  show  that  in  1927  only  4,000 
acres  were  planted  to  that  crop  compared 
with  20,600,  the  highest  on  record,  last 
year,  which  is  an  increase  of  more  than 
400  percent  in  14  years.  An  increase  of 
25  per  cent  over  last  year  is  being  re- 
quested by  the  Federal  department  to  meet 
what  are  stated  to  be  the  war  needs. 

As  the  tomato  industry  expanded  there 
was  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  use 
of  the  inspection  service  and  as  that 
service  became  more  widespread  the  qual- 
ity of  the  crop  has  shown  consistent  im- 
provement from  the  41  percent  U.  S.  No. 
I's  procured  from  the  1928  crop. 

There  exists  considerable  uncertainty 
on  the  part  of  the  farmer  regarding  in- 
creased acreage  this  year  in  view  of  the 
farm  labor  situation.  Farmers  of  this 
State  are  desirous  of  meeting  the  requests 
for  increased  acreage  but  facing  increased 
costs  of  plants,  fertilizer  and  cultivation, 
are  reluctant  to  take  on  greatly  added 
production  without  seeing  some  possibil- 
ity that  labor  will  be  available  to  harvest 
the  crop. 

POINT  TO  VALUE  OF 
SANITARY    METHODS 

THE  importance  to  stockmen  and  far- 
mers of  thoroughly  cleaning  and  dis- 
infecting their  premises  as  practical  mea- 
sures of  disease  prevention  is  pointed  to 
by  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of  the 
r)epartment  of  Agriculture.  It  is  sug- 
gested that  there  has  been  no  time  in  the 
history  of  the  country  when  animal  con- 
servation was  as  important  as  during  the 
present  period,  and  that  the  necessity, 
therefore,  for  maintaining  livestock  and 
poultry  in  an  excellent  state  of  health  is 
greater  than  ever  before  and  can  be  at- 
taijied  by  good  herd  and  flock  manage- 
ment, which  includes  practical  measures 
of  sanitation  and  disinfection. 

Many  organisms,  germs  and  vegetable 
growths  are  always  present  and  under 
favorable  conditions  multiply  at  a  tre- 
mendous rate  causing  disease.  Disinfect- 
ants will  not  destroy  the  germs  with 
which  they  do  not  come  in  contact,  mak- 
ing it  necessary  that  the  premises  be 
thoroughly  cleaned  before  they  are  disin- 
fected. 

The  following  "musts"  are  given  to 
properly  prepare  premises  for  disinfect- 
ing :  Sweep  the  ceilings,  walls  and  floors 
of  all  stables ;  remove  decayed  woodwork 
and  loose  boards,  particularly  from  the 
floors ;  remove  dried  accumulations  about 
the  mangers,  floors  and  drains;  thor- 
oughly clean  the  floors  by  removing  all 
wet  and  dry  material ;  clean  the  yard  and 
remove  the  refuse  to  the  field  where  it 
should  be  plowed  under,  or  if  permitted 
to  remain  on  the  surface,  it  should  be 
spread  lightly.  Cattle,  swine  or  poultry 
should  not  have  access  to  the  field  until 
after  the  germs  might  have  been  killed 
by  exposure  to  the  sunlight.  Scrub  the 
triangers.  feed  boxes,  stalls  and  partitions 
with  hot  water  containing  strong  soap, 
lye  or  washing  soda. 

Common  disinfectants  which  may  be 
used  are :  A  two  percent  solution  of  cre- 
sol  or  one  quart  of  cresol  to  50  quarts  of 
water ;  comp<»und  solution  of  cresol  two 
or  three  percent  solution  or  one  pint  solu- 
tion to  four  gallons  of  water,  or  chloric 
of  lime,  six  ounces  to  each  gallon  of 
water. 
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\j  ■"^(.rcc  as  a  war  measure,  is  sug- 
P'fL  the   Bureau   of    Plaut    Indus- 


the  Department  of  Agriculture. 
"■  tatcd  that  honey  has  qualities 
"i  ,mke  its  use  satisfactory  where- 
';''  ^is  required.  It  is  the  only 
r  sweet  it  does  not  require  boil- 
r  r  oroccss'ing.  being  ready  for  use  as 
r  taken  from  the  bees.  It  is  equally 
'\,d  as  sugar,  is  more  easily  di- 
f ; ,  „„(i  is  claimed  to  furnish  slightly 
■ncriiv  While  it  contains  a  small 
'1  of  'water,  it  is  still  sufficiently 
'■'  ntrated  tu  dehydrate  and  destroy 
.!;Unis  harmful  to  the  human  body 
c'l  can  be  used  to  advantage  in  feeding 
'^iidrtii  and  invalids. 

Tilt  Bureau  states  that  there  is  suffi- 

,,,,,  equipment    already    in    this    State 

■'increase    the    present    annual    output 

I,  abdit  four  million   pounds   of   honey 

['    llv   to    tliree    times    that    amount. 

iv'th  tlic  purchase   of    additional    hives 

L  package  bees,  the  crop  could  be  in- 

jl^jjtd  to  a  much  greater  amount. 

While  prices  of  honey,  it  is  said,  are 

l-rniallv  somewhat   higher    than    sugar, 

k  ^\vcet  sold   for   a   lovc^er   price   than 

Lar  (luring  the  first  World  War.     If 

lrcha>ed   in    60    pound    cans    or    large 

Its,  ihe  price  compares    favorably   with 

ir present  price  of   sugar,   it   is   stated. 

liipdiiiting  out  the  advantages  of  honey, 

I -:  Bureau  states  that  "none  of  the  other 

Jiar>  can  boast   of    such    a    variety    of 

j^turaj  flavors  nor   is   any    sweet   more 

(ta'thiiii    to    use.      Several    generations 

honey  was  the  principal  sweet  avail- 

\k  in  the  temperate  zone. 

J  When  used  in   baking   honey   has   the 

Vantage  over  other  sugars  in  preserv- 

b  moisture    in    bread    and    cakes    and 

^iny  tons  are  used  by   bakers   for   this 

fcrpose  alone.    When  compared  to  other 

f'tt-ets,  honey    has    a    great    variety    of 

.\kntion  has  been  made  of  these  uses 

the  table,  in  the  comb,  extracted  from 

h  comb  and   granulated   or   creamed — 

as  a  spread  for  bread,  toast,  hot  cakes 

muffins.     Besides  these   uses   tons   of 

Kv  are  used  annually  by  bakers,  con- 

itaioncrs  and  bottlers   in   the   manufac- 

"rt,  of  bread,    cakes,    candy    and    soft 

pinks.    It  is  suggested  that  a  supply  of 

ffiracted  honey  be   included   in   the   kit- 

n  food    supply    for    use    in    cooking. 

Arcady  many    housewives    are    finding 

"tw  recipes  for  its  use  in  the  home. 

Honey  can  lie  purchased   in   five,  ten 

f  ^ixty  pfiund  cans.     It  should  be  kept 

'"  a  warm,  dry  place  where  it  will  stay 

P'i  for  a  long   time.      Should    it    be- 

';"ic-  cry.stallized,    warm    it    in    a    kettle 

'  water  until  the  crystals  are  dissolved 

'"'J  'lo  not  heat  over   160  degree  as  this 

piiM  tend  to  drive    off    the    aroma    or 

change  the  flavor.     Honey   can    also   be 

prcliased  in  the  creamed  or  granulated 

I'"™-    This  is  especially  desirable  as  a 

'Prtad  lor  children  as  it  is   smooth  and 

Nl'l  in  flavor    and    does    not    run    like 

I'l  honey.     I{xtracted    honey    can    be 

N  in  srapc  fruit,  hot  and  cold  break- 

Y"^  loods  and  in   whipping  cream   and 

'Jlaus.   It  can  he  used  in  preparing  can- 

'^a  vegetables,    custard    puddings,    and 

,?'.  ^^'^^'   should    be    exercised    when 

■''' ''tituins  honey   for  sugar  and  recipes 

p'tcially  prepared  for  the  use  of  honey 

Nldbeused. 


PLUM 


SHOWS 


CROP  IN  PENNA. 
BIG  INCREASE 

l^''ARI,Y  three-quarters  of  a  million 

M  pounds  of  plums  were  inspected  for 

pket  last  year  by  the  Inspection  Serv- 

r/jf  the   Department   of    Agriculture, 

pcatniR  the  extent  to  which  this  fruit 

^^'"'"g  in  production    in   this    State. 

[tr  extensive  young  plantings,  mostly 

VJ''^^.  ^^^  I*"ranklin  counties   are   now 
I  |iinnijr  t„  yj^.j^i   appreciable    amounts 

|<^/"'^  and  indicate  a  considerable  fur- 
.  increase  in  the  near  future. 
%«  ^^""'^'^y  planted  is  commonly 
'dVi/*^^  Italian  prune  plum,  which 
.■^^^  blue  in  color.  A  large  portion 
'''iJ^'^\  's  sold  as  fresh  fruit,  some  is 
3"d  the  balance  is  canned. 
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TEST  42,529  CATTLE 
FOR   BANG   DISEASE 

DURING  the  month  of  January  42,- 
529  blood  samples  of  cattle  were 
tested  for  Bang  disease  at  the  laboratory 
of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture,  accord- 
ing to  reports  to  Secretary  John  H. 
Ught.  Of  that  number  816  cattle  were 
shown  to  be  affected  by  the  disease. 
During  the  month  a  total  of  $41,253  was 
paid  from  the  State  appropriation  for 
condemned  cattle  in  addition  to  Federal 
indemnities  amounting  to  $36,932. 

The  number  of  tuberculin  tests  of 
cattle  during  the  month  was  reported  to 
be  46,377  of  which  155  were  infected. 
Indemnities  paid  from  State  funds  dur- 
ing the  month  for  tuberculin  condemned 
cattle  amounted  to  $6,490  and  Federal  in- 
demnities totaled  $4,166. 

Examination  of  109,753  specimens  was 
made  at  the  bureau  laboratory  during 
the  month  to  determine  the  existence  of 
disease  in  cattle  and  poultry.  Examina- 
tions of  chickens  and  blood  samples  of 
chickens  led  the  list  with  a  total  of  62,- 
674,  most  of  the  tests  having  been  made 
for  pullorum  disease. 

Included  in  the  tests  were  examina- 
tions of  brains  of  17  animals  suspected 
of  rabies,  four  of  which  were  found  to 
be  positive.  It  was  reported  that  five 
persons  had  been  bitten  or  exposed  to 
the  rabid  dogs.  The  cases  were  in  Alle- 
gheny, Fayette,  Lawrence,  and  Wash- 
ington counties.  A  total  of  6,658  swine 
on  96  premises  were  vaccinated  during 
the  month  against  hog  cholera.  One 
premise  was  quarantined  because  of  the 
presence  of  the  disease. 

PA.  EGG  PRODUCTION 
CONTINUES  TO  SHOW 
HEAVY      INCREASES 

JANUARY  marked  the  tenth  consecu- 
tive month  during  which  a  new  high 
monthly  record  for  egg  production  was 
registered  by  layers  on  Pennsylvania 
farms,  according  to  the  reports  issued 
by  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  The 
production  was  in  line  with  the  national 
trend  with  both  January  production 
and  the  number  of  layers  being  11  per- 
cent larger .  than  during  January  a  year 
ago.  The  average  rate  of  lay  for  the 
State  on  February  1  was  38.8  eggs  per 
hundred  layers.  The  number  of  layers 
was  placed  at  16,897.000  for  January 
compared  with  15,480,000  in  that  month 
a  year  earlier.  The  eggs  produced  totaled 
196  million  compared  with  178  million 
during  January,  1941  and  the  monthly 
number  of  eggs  per  layer  was  11.6  com- 
pared with  11.5. 

That  further  expansion  is  indicated  is 
seen  in  the  survey  which  shows  inten- 
tions of  farmers  to  purchase  14  per- 
cent more  baby  chicks  this  year  than 
they  purchased  during  1941.  Intentions 
throughout  the  country  indicate  a  12 
percent  increase.  Some  difference,  how- 
ever, between  intentions  and  actual  pur- 
chases is  to  be  expected,  it  is  stated,  the 
extent  of  the  increase  depending  upon 
egg  prices  during  the  hah:hing  season 
and  upon  feed  costs. 

The  farms  of  the  nation  produced  281 
million  dozen  eggs  last  month  which 
was  a  record  high  for  January,  making 
it  the  fifth  consecutive  month  in  which 
a  new  high  production  record  for  the 
country  at  large  was  established.  The 
number  of  layers  was  two  percent  be- 
low the  January  record  of   1928. 

During  the  last  three  weeks  of  Janu- 
ary prices  of  laying  mash  and  scratch 
feed  registered  further  sharp  increases 
averaging  about  five  percent.  Recent 
release  of  government  stocks  of  wheat 
and  corn  for  feeding  purposes  checked 
somewhat  the  gains  in  feed  prices.  Egg 
prices  at  this  season  of  increasing  re- 
ceipts usually  decline  sharply  but  the 
decrease  this  year  was  not  as  great  as 
customarily  expected.  In  terms  of  the 
number  of  eggs  necessary  to  equal  in 
value  the  purchase  price  of  100  pounds 
of  feed  it  required  84  eggs  to  equal  100 
pounds  of  feed  during  January,  an  in- 
crease of  .seven  over  December,  but  a 
dozen  less  than  January,  1941,  when  egg 
prices  were  much  lower. 

The  Government  stepped  tip  purchases 
of  shell  eggs  in  January,  averaging 
slightly  over  37,500  cases  each  week, 
compared  with  a  weekly  average  in  De- 
cember of  about  16,000  cases.  Purchases 
during  January  were  approximately  two 
percent  of  the  total  United  States  Janu- 
ary production. 
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LABORATORY  TESTING 
IS    LARGE    OPERATION 

SOME  idea  of  the  extent  of  opera- 
tions at  the  laboratory  of  the  Bu- 
reau of  Animal  Industry,  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  which  last  year 
examined  1,206,532  specimens  for  dis- 
ease in  poultry  and  livestock,  can  be 
had  from  following  the  course  of  pro- 
cedure and  operations  necessary  in  con- 
nection with  the  test  of  the  534,166  blood 
specimens  received  to  have  the  serum 
tested  for  Bang  disease  in  cattle. 

Specimens  are  received  each  day  from 
a  comparatively  large  number  of  per- 
sons from  all  parts  of  the  State.  Many 
of  these  packages  are  identical  in  ap- 
pearance and  all  must  be  properly 
checked  for  the  name  of  the  sender  and 
identified  by  numbers  to  correspond 
with  the  number  entered  in  the  daily 
entry  record  book  and  a  work  record 
sheet  which  is  given  the  same  number. 
The  same  laboratory  specimen  number 
for  the  samples  received  from  an  owner 
is  used  throughout  all  the  records,  pro- 
cedures and  tests  in  connection  with  the 
samples  from  that  owner.  All  steps  in 
connection  with  the  tests  are  arranged 
in  systematic  order  and  equipment  used 
is  uniform  which  helps  to  overcome  the 
possibility  of  errors  which  otherwise 
might  occur. 

In  order  to  make  it  possible  to  test 
534,000  blood  samples  for  Bang  disease 
during  the  year  it  was  necessary  that  at 
least  that  number  of  test  tubes  were 
washed,  sterilized,  labeled,  corked,  packed 
and  shipped  to  a  large  number  of  veter- 
inarians who  collected  the  samples.  These 
were  later  returned  to  the  laboratory 
containing  blood  specimens  from  the 
cattle  of  50,000,  or  more,  owners,  mean- 
ing that  50.000  book  entries  were  made, 
50,000  work  sheets  prepared,  534,000  re- 
sults recorded  on  50.000  work  sheets  and 
five  times  this  number  on  the  five  copies 
of  the  report  and  all  five  copies  of  the 
reports  checked  with  each  other  and  the 
50,000  work  sheets,  the  five  copies  of  the 
50.000  reports  separated,  data  taken 
from  the  50,000  reports  for  the  monthly 
report,  file  folders  made  and  50,000 
copies  of  reports  filed  and  the  other 
copies  sent  to  the  central  office  for  dis- 
tribution from  that  point. 

The  534,000  samples,  when  received 
were  checked  for  identifications,  prepared 
for  testing  by  individual  examination, 
removal  of  corks,  breaking  of  clots  of 
blood  and  centrifugalization  when  neces- 
sary. 

In  the  test  four  dilutions  are  used 
meaning  that  the  serum  was  withdrawn 
individually  with  a  pipette  from  each 
of  the  534,000  samples  and  transferred 
to  four  times  this  number  or  approxi- 
mately 2,200,000  test  tubes  in  varying 
amounts  to  make  the  four  dilutions  for 
each  sample ;  the  pipette  used  was 
washed  and  dried  between  each  sample ; 
antigen  was  prepared,  measured  and 
added  to  each  of  the  2,200.000  test 
tubes :  the  racks  containing  forty  tubes 
each  were  identified,  shaken,  checked, 
properly  arranged  on  shelves  on  a 
truck  and  placed  in  an  incubator;  each 
of  the  2,200,0(XJ  tubes  were  later  ex- 
amined individually,  their  identifica- 
tions were  checked  against  the  records, 
the  results  of  the  tests  were  determined 
and  recorded,  and  five  written  copies  of 
the  results  were  prepared. 

After  completion  of  the  tests  the 
534,000  blood  tubes  and  the  2.200,000 
tubes  used  in  the  test  were  washed  and 
sterilized.  The  corks  from  the  534,000 
blood  tubes  were  also  washed,  sorted 
and  sterilized  to  be  used  again. 

This  is  only  a  general  outline  of  the 
lirocedure  and  does  not  include  many  de- 
tails of  the  necessary  operations.  The 
laboratory  is  maintained  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  as  a  .service  to  the 
public  and  as  an  indispensable  part  of 
the  program  for  the  control  and  preven- 
tion of  disease  in  livestock  in  this  State. 

CATTLE  EXAMINED  AT 
COMMUNITY     SALES 

DURING  the  past  year  examinations 
were  conducted  by  agents  of  the 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  of  1,593  sales, 
at  which  405,364  animals  were  given  ante- 
mortem  examinations;  466  animals  were 
(luarantined;  83  animals  were  condemned 
and   51.893  hogs  were  vaccinated. 
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PRODUCT 

ONTINUIN 
I  NEW  HIGH 

If  ILK    production     on     Pennsylvania 

ll  farms    is    continuing    the    upward 

Pj  whicli  was  begun  during  the  past 

r   accordintJ  to  the  reports  of  the  Fed- 

1  tstate  Crop  Reporting  service,  issued 

I  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Ag- 

I'.  iture     T'lc   P^*"   ^*^^    production   on 

I'luarv  1  averaged  17  pounds,  the  high- 

I  riL'ure  for  that  date  since  1931,  when 

f'luction   was    17.2    pounds,    and    well 

Lntaincd  the  record  high  level  of  the 

,t  three  months.     In  spite  of  the  rising 

**    costs  an  average  of  6.8  pounds  of 

and  concentrates    per    cow    in   the 

was  fed.   a    figure    surpassed    only 


, ,),(.  7.3  jK Hinds  fed  during  the  month 
lei  February.  1931. 

I  \n  increase  in  the  average  number  of 
Ljlc  cows  on   farms   in    1941    was   also 

II  wn  the  number  having  advanced 
L,m  mm  in  1940  to  882,000  last  year. 
|\i,;ic  production  on  Pennsylvania  farms 
]:.  1941  was  estimated  to  be  4,869,000,(X)0 

Iiunds  or  four  percent  above  the  4,696,- 
IrtijiOO  pounds  produced  in  1940.  The 
lirage  annual  production  per  cow  was 
I jiii  pounds  last  year,  compared  with 
|;4((tpuunds  a  year  earlier  and  the  high- 
L  since    1931    when    production    was 

piacfd  at  5,529  pounds.  Among  all  the 
Ixatis.  Pennsylvania  ranked  eighth  in 
IfriKluction  and    lOth    in    the    number    of 

rilk  cows  on  farms  for  each  of  the  past 
liiree  years. 

The  value  per  100  pounds  of  grain  and 

■(iiccntrates  fed  to  milk  cows  increased 

Itarply  durinj?    the    past    three    months, 

Ii;;h  the  February  1  reported  average  of 

IlR)  per  hundredweight   being  22  cents 

fehtr  than  on  Xovember  1,   1941,     Ex- 

(tpt  for  February    1,    1937    when    feed 

c-!<were  high  because  of  short  supplies 

t'lowing  the  drought,  the  unit  value  of 

pin  fed  to  milk  cows  this  year  is  the 

plicst  for  the  date  in  11  years  of  rec- 

d 

Throughout  the  country  milk  produc- 
m  on  farms  gained  somewhat  more 
pidly  than  usual  during  January,  main- 
pin?  the  record  high  rate  that  has 
l«n  in  evidence  for  more  than  a  year. 
|:('luction  for  January,  estimated  at  8.7 
|;!!ion  pounds,  starts  oflf  the  new  year 
t:  a  level  four  percent  above  that  in  the 
l^ne  month  last  year. 

With  annual  milk  production  per  cow 
hching  a  new  peak  and  with  the  num- 
|<r  of  milk  cows  approaching  pre- 
rcught  maximum,  following  three  suc- 
pive  yearly  increases,  the  amount  of 
pill;  produced  on  farms  in  the  country 
Iwyear  was  by  a  considerable  margin 
P  highest  yearly  production  ever  ob- 
Nd.  The  quantity  produced  on  farms 
f  1941  was  estimated   at    115.5    billion 

NEW  RECORD  MADE  BY 
lEGG    COOPERATIVES 

^fJE  egg  auction   at    Coatesville    led 

M  f^ve  cooperatives    in    this    State 

fi  .vear  in  sales  with  a  total  of  94,860 

nV'^  fRRs  sold  during  the   12-month 

iwod.  according  to  reports  of  the  De- 

r'ment  of  Agriculture.     Sales  at   the 

F"  auctions  were  as   follows :    Butler 

Heratue,  78,153;   Bucks  Countv  auc- 

tj  /7,2(W;  Tri-County  auction.  71.223, 

li  r'-'jln   ^'^"^>''  ^^-053.  making  a  total 

Vrm'  tn.  ^^^^'^  ^^''^  ^t  the  fivc  auctious 

k  ?    nA  compared  with  354,399  cases 

r  11'  in  1940. 

J  past  year  established  a  new  high 
crt3  '?''  ■^^'^^'  ^  consistent  large  in- 
ke  IQO '"^  ^aken  place  each  year 
ten  •^^'^^"    ^^^^    of    the    auctions 

^' f'Perating    reported    total    sales    of 

•talili  i!^f  ^'  '^'^^  Butler  market  was 
piles  at  u  following  year  when  total 
B'  ,:  ^"^  ^^^  markets  registered  88,- 
l;;j^«-  A  total  of  2.113.804  cases 
Jll  7"  s;'ld  at  all  markets  since  1932. 
L  ^  •  .  '''^•'fl  are  graded  under  supervi- 
LjjyijIJ^^P^'ctors  of  the  Department  of 

i^X^LEVlES  AVERAGE 
L^  CENTS    PER    ACRE 

\[]>'  ^1'^"^  on  farm  real  estate  in 
F  in  igin"'"'^  averaged  99  cents  per 
pl9|l)r"'  according  to  census  figures. 
hait/  I  ^^^^  ^vas  47  cents  per  acre 
h  untn  fo/^'^'^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^  consistent 
Ned  %\  In  ^^'^^"  ^^^  average  tax 
Irtcorfjp',  •  ^^^^^  ^^^^  y^'ar  a  decline 
\\  u3,  ^'^^  downward  trend  con- 
^,,5  ""^'1  1938  when  the  levy  was  97 


PEA  CROP  SHOWS  BIG 
ADVANCE    IN    PENNA. 

STATE  inspection  of  peas  for  cann- 
ing showed  a  phenomenal  advance 
last  year,  establishing  a  new  high  record, 
according  to  reports  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture.  The  volume  of  peas 
canned  under  state  grades  reached  the 
total  of  seven  million  pounds,  an  in- 
crease of  40  percent  over  the  five  million 
pounds  inspected  in  1940.  Approxi- 
mately one-third  of  all  peas  grown  in 
this  State  for  canning  are  now  purchased 
on  the  basis  of  state  grades. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  the  buying  and 
selling  of  peas  and  other  canning  crops 
on  the  basis  of  official  grades  under  State 
inspection  insures  both  the  producer  and 
the  processor  of  prices  based  upon  the 
quality  of  the  product  and  this  same  as- 
surance had  by  the  consumer  when  mak- 
ing purchases. 

Commenting  on  the  great  advance  of 
the  pea  canning  industry  in  this  State, 
Secretary  John  H,  Light  stated  that  "the 
growth  of  this  branch  of  agriculture  has 
been  phenomenal  in  recent  years.  Dur- 
ing the  period  from  1928  to  1941  the  av- 
erage crop  grown  in  this  State  has  in- 
creased 400  percent  and  the  average  an- 
nual cash  income  to  farmers  has  gone 
from  $92,000  to  $482,000.  Much  of  this 
increase  is  due  to  the  high  quality  of 
canned  peas  being  produced  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  to  the  trend  of  farmers  toward 
greater  diversification  and  the  growing 
of  more  cash  cannery  crops." 

Peas  along  with  tomatoes  have  been 
designated  by  Federal  Government  offi- 
cials as  a  preferred  cannery  crop  for 
which  greater  production  is  requested 
this  year  than  that  of  last  year. 

ADVISE  METHODS  TO 
REDUCE  DESTRUCTION 
IN      HOME     GARDENS 

WITH  the  approach  of  the  vege- 
table and  flower  garden  planting 
season,  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  points 
to  the  necessity  of  making  preparations 
to  prevent  injury  to  plants,  rather  than 
to  try  to  repair  the  damage  after  it  is 
done. 

Probably  the  first  group  of  insects  to 
attack  plantings  will  be  some  of  the  cut 
worms.  These  worms  or  larvae  are  the 
young  stage  of  several  species  of  dark 
colored  moths  which  are  active  at  night. 

Both  vegetable  and  flower  crops  are 
destroyed  by  cut  worms  and  they  are 
present  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  Re- 
cently set  or  young  seedling  plants  are 
often  cut  off  during  the  night,  usually 
near  the  ground  line  and  left  lying  to 
wilt.  During  the  day  the  caterpillars 
are  found  in  the  soil  an  inch  or  so  deep 
and  when  disturbed  curl  up  and  feign 
death. 

Certain  plots  will  likely  contain  more 
worms  than  others.  If  a  plot  was  in  gar- 
den last  year  and  well  cultivated,  the 
number  of  cut  worms  will  be  less  than 
in  a  plot  which  is  put  to  garden  use  for 
the  first  time  this  year^.  This  will  be 
more  evident  if  the  plot  was  in  heavy 
grass  or  weeds  last  year.  Weedy  or 
grassy  plots  are  certain  to  contain  some 
cut  worms.  Gardeners  are  urged  to  col- 
lect and  destroy  all  cut  worms  as  they 
dig  and  cultivate  the  soil.  It  is  well 
to  dispose  of  weedy  material  and  refuse 
found  about  the  edge  of  the  garden.  Cut 
worms  as  well  as  a  number  of  other  in- 
sects may  come  from  these  to  attack  the 
plants. 

At  planting  time  certain  precautions 
should  be  taken  against  possible  damage 
by  cut  worms.  Paper  collars  may  be 
placed  about  each  plant  as  it  is  trans- 
planted to  the  garden.  These  collars  are 
made  from  stiff  paper  and  should  reach 
an  inch  or  so  into  the  soil  and  extend 
three  inches  above  the  ground.  In  pre- 
paring the  collars,  cut  strips  of  heavy 
paper  four  inches  wide  and  ten  or  more 
inches  long.  Roll  these  and  put  them  in 
place  as  the  plants  are  put  in  the  ground. 

In  large  gardens  and  fields  it  may  be 
necessary  to  use  a  poison  bait  for  cut 
worm  control.  This  bait  is  prepared  with 
wheat  bran.  Paris  green,  molasses,  a  bit 
of  fruit  and  water.  To  prepare  a  .small 
lot.  use  one  quart  of  wheat  bran,  one 
teaspoonful  Paris  green,  three  teaspoon- 
fuls  molasses  and  one  quarter  of  an  or- 
ange. Mix  the  dry  materials  well  to- 
gether, the  orange  is  chopped  fine  and 
mixed  with  the  molasses  and  added  to 
the  drv  mixture.  Then  add  enough  water 
to  make  a  thick  mash.  This  is  scattered 
lightly    over    the    garden   at    night    fall. 


DECREASE  SHOWN  IN 
LIVESTOCK  ON  FARMS 
INCREASE    IN    VALUE 

THE  combined  farm  inventory  num- 
bers of  horses,  mules,  cattle,  sheep 
and  hogs  on  Pennsylvania  farms  Janu- 
ary 1,  1942,  showed  a  decline  from  Janu- 
ary 1,  1941,  according  to  the  report  of 
the  Federal-State  Crop  Reporting  Serv- 
ice of  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 
While  there  were  sharp  increases  in 
numbers  of  dairy  cattle  and  sheep,  they 
were  not  sufficient  to  offset  declines  in 
hogs  and  workstock,  which  brought  the 
tc)tal  decline  to  less  than  one  percent. 
The  number  of  chickens  on  farms  in- 
creased seven  percent  between  the  two 
first  of  year  inventory  dates,  while  tur- 
key numbers  increased  31  percent,  the 
sharpest  gain  in  12  years,  to  reach  the 
highest  numbers  on  record  for  the  State. 
Aggregate  farm  inventory  value  of  the 
five  livestock  species  jumped  to  $162,- 
679,000.  an  increase  of  21  percent  on 
January    1,    1942   above   the   January    1, 

1941  value.  Values  per  head  of  all  live- 
stock species  except  horses  and  mules 
were   much   higher  at  the  beginning  of 

1942  than  at  the  beginning  of  1941. 
Sheep  and  lambs  made  the  most  spec- 
tacular gain  in  value  per  head  with  a 
ri.se  of  64  percent  over  a  year  ago. 
Other  changes  in  values  per  head  com- 
pared with  last  year  were  increases  of 
29  percent  in  cattle,  41  percent  in  hogs, 
16  percent  in  chickens  and  23  percent  in 
turkeys,  and  a  decrease  of  about  15  per- 
cent in  horses  and  mules.  Most  of  the 
gain  in  inventory  valuation  over  last 
year  was  contributed  by  dairy  cattle 
which  was  about  22  million  dollars 
greater  than  last  year's  figure.  This  was 
an  increase  of  29  percent  which  compares 
with  a  30  percent  increase  in  Wisconsin, 
Iowa  and  Minnesota,  37  percent  increase 
in  Ohio  and  Michigan,  and  a  25  percent 
increase  in  New  York. 

The  decrease  in  horse  and  mule  num- 
bers was  accelerated  during  the  year  and 
was  the  sharpest  in  the  last  ten  years. 
Stallions  registered  in  1941  by  the  Bu- 
reau of  Animal  Industry,  Pennsylvania 
Department  of  Agriculture,  numbered 
396,  compared  with  438  in  1940  and  453 
in  1939.  Receipts  of  horses  and  mules 
on  the  Pittsburgh  market  from  January 
1  to  November  30,  1941  totaled  only 
4.194  head,  compared  with  10.223  head 
during  the  same  period  in  1940,  a  de- 
crease of  59  percent. 

The  number  of  cattle  and  calves  on 
farms  January  1,  1942  was  two  percent 
greater  than  a  year  earlier  and  the  high- 
est since  1920.  The  increase  over  a  year 
ago  was  almost  entirely  due  to  larger 
numbers  of  cows,  heifers  and  heifer 
calves,  the  number  of  steers  having  de- 
clined 3,000  head  during  the  year,  while 
the  number  of  calves  other  than  those 
kept  for  milk  increased  2,000  head  and 
cows  and  heifers  not  kept  for  milk  did 
not  change. 

Hog  numbers  on  farms  declined  seven 
percent  during  1941  due  to  a  reduction  in 
the  number  of  hogs  six  months  old  and 
older  other  than  sows  and  gilts  which  in- 
creased 18  percent  and  pigs  under  six 
months  old  which  increased  one  percent  in 
number.  The  combined  1941  spring  and 
fall  pig  crop  was  60,000  head  below  the 

1940  crop,  while  the  indicated  number  of 
sows  to  farrow  this  spring,  December  1, 

1941  to  June  1,  1942,  is  12  percent  greater 
than  the  number  farrowed  last  spring. 

Sheep  numbers  increased  four  percent 
from  January  1.  1941  to  January  1,  1942, 
halting  the  yearly  decline  in  numbers 
which  began  in  1937.   Wool  production  in 

1941  was  2,694,000  pounds,  compared  with 
2.834,000  pounds  in  1940,  a  decline  of  five 
percent. 

The  number  of  chickens  on  Pennsyl- 
vania farms  increased  seven  percent  and 
turkeys  31  percent  from  January  1  a 
year  ago  to  January  1  this  year.  Intended 
purchases  of  baby  chicks  by  farmers  in 

1942  in  the  Middle  Atlantic  group  of 
States,  which  includes  Pennsylvania, 
show  an  increase  of  12  percent  over 
purchases  in  1941,  according  to  the  re- 
sults of  recent  survey  of  crop  correspond- 
ents. Some  differences  between  inten- 
tions and  actual  purchases  is  to  be  ex- 
pected, depending  upon  egg  prices  dur- 
ing the  hatching  season  and  the  feed-egg 
and  feed-chicken  price  relationships. 

Low,  High  Tax  Levies 

The  lowest  average  per  acre  tax  levy 
among  all  the  states  is  in  Wyoming  where 
the  figure  is  placed  at  six  cents,  Mas- 
sachusetts heads  the  list  with  a  levy  of 
^2.70  per  acre. 
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JsTS   ARESiHUHER 

IHE  indtx  of    prices    paid    Pennsyl- 

mia  farmers   for   principal   agricul- 

Finrnducts  remained  unchanged  during 

r  fmth  ended  February  15,  according 

^I'e   Federal-State     Crop     Reporting 

.    purvey  released  by  the  State  De- 

iiit  of  Agriculture.    Advances  were 

f'ded  in  the  prices  of   grains,    fruits, 

r  :,..at  animals  over  the  prices  a  month 

I  'r't)Ut  prices  of  dairy  products  and 

Sdis  and  eggs  declined         _ 

.  L(i  upon  the  level  of   prices  which 

I  tiled  during  the  1910-14  period  which 

te  been  established  as  representing  100 

;.,n>  the  prices  farmers  must  pay   for 

'■  jji„gs  he  buys   advanced   one   point 

lirinc  the  month  to  147  and  increased  24 

L^  during  the  past  year.   The  farmers' 

crcliasins  power,  however,  decreased  one 

Lt  during  the  past  month  and  advanced 

L.  six  points  to   104   during   the    past 

f'r  icaving   a    difference    between    the 

,1  sets  of  i)rices  of  43  points  unfavor- 

L  to  the  farmer. 

Tlie  comparison  of  average  prices  re- 

L v^il  by  Pennsylvania  farmers,  follows : 

Feb.  15,         Feb.  15, 
1941  1942 

ff  Bu.  .70  .90 

r. Bu.  .41  .57 

■'L.'"      Bu.  .59  .74 

';  ■  ■;;; bu.         .66  .82 

iirkwheat    Bu.  .54  .69 

Matoes   Bu.  .65  1.10 

l,„i„        Bu.  .85  1.20 

I;.  ■  ■■       Ton  9.90  13.70 

'     ■■■                   .('wt.  7.70  12.00 

^[rattle      f'wt.  8.40  10.10 

IkI  calves   Cwt.  11.30  13.30 

„n         C-wt.  4.05  5.00 

Ubs  ' Cwt.  9.10  10.80 

b  cows    Head  82.00  105.00 

Lfs      Head  111.00  114.00 

Head  117.00  118.00 

ifkens Lb.  .168  .205 

Hevs    Lb.  .22  .26 

ilk.  wholesale    ..Cwt.  2.20  2.65 

Ilk,  retail    Qt.  .11  .127 

ijtter Lb.  .30  .87 

l;!terfat    Lb.  .30  .37 

E?  Doz.  .198  .319 

,/,l   Lb.  .37  .43 

J  The  general  level  of  local  market  prices 
Liivcd  by  farmers  in  the  United  States 

?:limd  four  points  during  the  month 
Vm  February  15.  Poultry  products  led 
It'licline  in  farm  product  prices  with  a 

■:\)  of  12  points.    Dairy   products   de- 

•:d  one  point. 

I  AGENTS  NOW  MAKING 
ISEED      INSPECTIONS 

ITM  the  approach  of  the  planting 

season    agents    of    the    Bureau    of 

Pint  Industry    of    the    Department    of 

fciihure  have  begun  their  annual  visits 

V  till  more   than   2,000   dealers    in    this 

pate  t(.  check  on  the  seeds   which   are 

it'.X'  offered  for  sale  in  the  enforcement 

I thi  Pennsylvania  seed  law.    The  object 

fi  'lie  law  is  to  safeguard  the  interests 

'  tl'.e  planter,  the  farmer  and  the  reliable 

'^'■Mm,  as.suring  the  buyer  of  receiving 

"'}  seed  and  the   dealer   of   protection 

Minst  unscrupulous    vendors,    since    the 

Nity  of  the  seeds  planted  is  one  of  the 

'^^1  tactfirs  in  the  success  or  failure  of 

P  aiiricultural  industry.    It  is  estimated 

^at  approximately   eight   million   dollars 

'"■'li  of  seeds  are  sold  annually  in  this 

ptate. 

All  seed  offered  for  sale  must  have  an 
Nvsis  tag,  giving  the  required  informa- 
pn.  attached  to  the  bag.  The  contents  of 
J^'^  ['as  must  be  the  same  as  the  analysis 
IW^ifies  on  the  tag.  Samples  are  taken 
f m  the  seeds   offered    for    sale.     The 

*niples  secured  in  this  manner  are  sent 
£'"<■•  seed  laboratory  of  the  Bureau  of 
piMndustry  where  they  are  carefully 
pmintd  for  purity  and  tested  by  trained 
r  analysts.  If  it  is  found  that  the  sale 
1;  '"t  seeds  violates  the  seed  law  or  that 
r.  *^eds  are  not  as  represented,  the  pen- 
JB^  provided  by  the  law  are  imposed. 
I  "^  protects  the  farmer  against  the  dis- 

^«t  dealer  who  would  sell  low  quality 

^5  jn  unfair  competition.  The  correct 
pysis  informs  the  farmer  as  to  the 
Ir^'t.v  of  tlio  seeds  bought,  and  prevents 

IqV  "^'^  ^^'^^^  ^'^^*  contain  an  excess 
l/jimt  of  weeds  and  noxious  weeds  such 
panada  thistle,  dodder  and  others. 

Sour  Cherry   Production 

_  Motal  of  8,600  tons  of  sour  cherries 
|4,''['''lticed  last  year  in  Pennsylvania 

K  l!  ^  ^'^'"^  ^^  $1,032,000,  accord- 
Ik  q  '""^  'department  of  Agriculture. 
,4-  •  *^  '■''^"•<cd  f^fth  among  all  the 
rV  f"  J^''^><'"ction  and  fourth  in  the 
liif  ^"""l^-   '^'""^  sweet  cherry  pro- 

Lr  am"u„t(.(i  to  3,400  bushels,  having 
^''"«  01  ?470,000. 
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PA.  AGRICULTURE  ON 
PAR   WITH    INDUSTRY 

PENNSYLVANIA  is  one  of  the  great 
agricultural  states  of  the  Union.  It 
has  long  been  famous  for  its  mines  and 
factories,  but  capital  invested  in  farms, 
crops,  stock  and  farm  machinery  and 
equipment  is  double  that  invested  in  min- 
ing and  quarrying  which  totals  $634,993,- 
600,  according  to  an  analysis  being  pre- 
pared by  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 
In  total  capital  invested,  agriculture  com- 
pares favorably  with  either  the  metal  and 
metal  products  industries  with  an  invest- 
ment of  §1,822,389,500,  or  all  other  manu- 
facturing industries  of  the  State  which 
show  a  total  investment  of  $1,766,088,200. 
Pennsylvania  has  169,027  farms  valued 
at  $864,199,795,  according  to  the  Federal 
census  of  1940.  Farm  implements  and 
machinery  were  worth  $129,099,593.  Live- 
stock and  chickens  and  turkeys  on  farms 
January  1,  1942,  were  inventoried  at 
$184,622,000.  These  three  items  alone 
represent  an  investment  of  $1,177,921,388. 

CONVERT  DAIRY  INTO 
PROCESSING  FACTORY 

THE  famous  Shirley-Ayre  dairy  and 
breeding  farms  near  Mt.  Union  are 
to  pass  into  history.  A  sale  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  more  than  200  head  of  regis- 
tered Ayreshire  cattle  is  being  arranged 
and  the  buildings  will  be  transformed  into 
a  canning  factory. 

The  farms,  owned  by  L.  M.  Hutchin- 
son, hold  many  of  the  most  coveted  prizes 
awarded  in  many  sections  of  the  country. 
Entries  at  the  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show 
have  been  consistent  winners  over  the 
past  several  years  and  this  is  also  true 
of  the  entries  made  at  various  cattle  ex- 
hibits throughout  the  country. 

The  barns  contain  the  most  modern 
e(|uipment.  Included  in  the  layout  is  an 
artistic  building  of  stone  construction  sur- 
rounded by  beautiful  landscaping,  which 
is  used  as  a  retail  dairy  products  and  ice 
cream  parlor  which  is  separated  by  large 
windows  from  a  milking  parlor  where 
mechanical  milking  of  the  cows  could  be 
observed  by  patrons  of  the  restaurant. 

Installation  of  canning  machinery  is 
now  under  way.  The  plant  will  be  de- 
voted to  the  canning  of  tomatoes  this 
season,  arrangements  having  been  made 
for  processing  150  acres  of  tomatoes. 

PULLET  IN  ROP  TEST 
EQUALS  HIGH  RECORD 
GIVE  YEAR'S   REPORT 

THIRTEEN  Pennsylvania  poultrymen 
entered  a  total  of  5,349  pullets  in 
home  Record  of  Performance  trapnesting 
under  supervision  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  for  the  year  1940-41, 
and  2.425  or  45  percent  of  the  pullets 
qualified  with  official  records,  according 
to  the  report  made  to  Secretary  John  H. 
Light.  Of  the  total  birds  entered  4,321 
were  Single  Comb  White  Leghorns  and 
of  that  number  1,878  birds  qualified,  regis- 
tering an  average  production  of  251.7  eggs 
per  bird,  an  average  egg  weight  of  26.1 
ounces  per  dozen,  and  an  average  body 
weight  of  4.4  pounds  per  bird.  There 
were  588  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks  of 
which  309,  or  52.6  percent  qualified  having 
an  average  production  of  241.4  eggs  per 
bird,  an  average  egg  weight  of  26  ounces 
per  dozen,  and  an  average  body  weight  of 
5.8  pounds  per  bird.  There  were  440  New 
Hampshires  of  which  238,  or  54.1  percent 
qualified  having  an  average  production  of 
237.9  eggs  per  bird,  an  average  egg 
weight  of  26.5  ounces  per  dozen,  and  an 
average  body   weight  of   5.9  pounds  per 

bird.  .        ,      ,  .  ,     , 

The  individual  bird  having  the  highest 
official  record  was  a  4,2  pound  Single 
Comb  White  Leghorn  which  produced 
338  eggs  averaging  24.4  ounces  per  dozen. 
This  is  the  highest  production  ever  at- 
tained but  was  equalled  in  the  year  1939- 
40  and  1931-32.  The  leading  Barred  Ply- 
mouth Rock  was  a  5.8  pound  bird  which 
produced  310  eggs  averaging  24.8  ounces 
per  dozen,  and  the  first  among  the  New 
Hampshires  was  a  5.9  pound  bird  which 
produced  296  eggs  averaging  27.4  ounces 

per  dozen.  ,        „<  •  , 

Each  pullet  entered  in  official  trap- 
nesting  must  produce  200  or  more  eggs 
averaging  24  or  more  ounces  per  dozen 
within  a  year  after  the  date  of  her  first 
egg  in  the  trapnest,  and  her  body  weight 
must  be  within  the  requirement  for  the 
breed  and  variety  as  described  '"  tne 
American  Standard  of  Perfection.  Pul- 
lets on  record  receive  unannounced  in- 
spections throughout  the  year. 


RECORD  PROGRESS  IN 
EFFORTS  TO  CONTROL 
DISEASE     IN     CATTLE 

THE  extent  of  the  progress  being 
made  in  the  programs  for  the  eradi- 
cation of  Bang  disease  and  tuberculosis 
in  cattle  in  this  State  is  seen  in  the  report 
of  Secretary  John  H.  Light  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Department  of  Agriculture  cover- 
ing the  past  three  years.  During  that 
period  in  which  a  definite  plan  of  testing 
and  supervision  was  establishecl  on  the 
individual  and  area  basis,  a  total  of  624,- 
841  cattle  in  73,151  herds  were  under 
supervision  for  the  control  of  Bang  dis- 
ease compared  with  326,035  cattle  in  27,- 
088  herds  during  the  previous  three  years, 
or  nearly  double  the  number.  During  the 
last  three-year  period  a  total  of  1,575,998 
cattle  in  130,014  herds  were  tested  which 
is  also  approximately  double  the  number 
tested  during  the  previous  three-year 
period. 

The  eflfectiveness  of  the  program  being 
followed  is  further  indicated,  according 
to  the  report,  by  the  fact  that  at  the  end 
of  19.38  there  were  four  accredited  coun- 
ties in  this  State,  meaning  that  Bang 
disease  had  been  reduced  to  one  percent 
or  less  in  the  number  of  cattle  and  to  five 
percent  or  less  in  the  number  of  herds 
affected,  and  since  that  time  the  number 
has  been  increased  to  17  counties  which 
have  attained  that  status.  At  the  end  of 
1938  there  were  229  complete  townships 
and  10  complete  counties  under  super- 
vision for  the  prevention  and  control  of 
the  disease  and  this  number  has  been  ad- 
vanced to  530  townships  and  21  counties. 

According  to  the  report,  through  inten- 
sive and  systematic  effort  a  reduction  of 
more  than  45  percent  has  been  made  in 
the  number  of  cattle  reacting  to  tubercu- 
losis tests  on  an  area  basis  comparing 
figures  of  1936  with  those  of  1941.  In 
individual  tests,  reactors  have  been  re- 
duced consistently  showing  only  628  in 
1941  compared  with  2,204  in  1936.  Total 
reduction  of  reactors  combining  tests  on 
the  area  and  individual  basis  have  been 
reduced  more  than  55  percent. 

By  reason  of  this  progress  in  elimi- 
nating tuberculosis  in  cattle  in  this  State, 
it  is  pointed  out,  indemnity  payments  have 
dropped  from  $457,751  for  the  three  years 
from  1936  to  1938  to  $250,559  for  the 
past  three  years. 

In  commenting  on  the  report  Secretary 
Light  stated :  "There  is  no  single  activity 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  of 
greater  importance  and  of  more  wide- 
spread influence  in  the  economic  well 
being  of  agriculture  as  a  whole  than  the 
program  for  the  prevention  and  control  of 
Bang  Disease  in  cattle.  This  can  be  more 
fully  appreciated  when  it  is  realized  that 
cows  for  milk  production  are  kept  on 
approximately  125,000  of  the  169.000 
farms  in  this  State  or  more  than  seven 
farms  out  of  each  10  farms.  The  number 
of  milk  cows  on  Pennsylvania  farms  is 
about  925,000  having  a  value  of  approxi- 
mately 75  million  dollars. 

It  is  therefore  looked  upon  as  a  matter 
of  the  highest  importance  that  a  Bang 
disease  program  is  one  through  which  the 
greatest  possible  results  may  be  obtained 
and  that  unremitting  vigilance  be  con- 
stantly maintained  in  its  supervision." 

MANGE   IN  DOGS   IS 
DIFFICULT  TO  CURE 

MANGE  in  dogs  is  frequently  at- 
tributed to  malnutrition,  dirt  and 
neglect,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Ani- 
mal Industry  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. The  treatment  of  the  disease  is 
listed  as  a  troublesome  problem  and  in 
many  cases  destruction  of  the  animal  is 
the  most  humane  course.  A  recent  dis- 
covery that  a  drug  extracted  from  derris 
root  has  shown  remarkable  effects  on  the 
disease  is  said  to  give  a  hopeful  outlook. 
Early  diagnosis  of  the  disease  is  essential 
and  proper  application  of  the  new  prepa- 
ration has  been  claimed  to  effect  a  com- 
plete cure  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases 
treated. 

65.32%    PRODUCTION 
AT  EGG  LAYING  TEST 

EGG  production  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Official  Egg  Laying  Test  at  the  end 
of  the  21st  week  was  placed  at  65.32 
percent,  the  average  number  of  eggs  per 
bird  being  96.03,  or  a  total  production  of 
106,108  eggs.  A  pen  of  single  comb 
white  leghorns  is  in  the  lead  with  a  total 
production  of  1,642  eggs.  Average 
weight  of  all  eggs  is  23.99  ounces  to  the 
dozen. 
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IJtE^IN   YOtJNG-^WGS 

v\E  importance  of  the  farmer  taking 
en    precaution    for    reducing    the 
[  ^\nortalitv  rate  of  young  pigs,  from 
^'■conomicaf  ix^int   of    view    and    par- 
,rlv  (luring  the  present  period  when 
L'  {(K)d   production    is    required,    is 
•^  .(1  to   by    the    Bureau    of    Animal 
iSrv  of  tiie  Department  of   Agricul- 
It  is  stated  that  the  period  between 
..1,  and  weaning  is  a  critical  time  in  the 
'.^^j  pjgs,  compilations  showing  that  in 
',;,vc\  covering  685  brood  sows,  31  per- 
.,,t'tlie  pigs  farrf)wed  failed  to  reach 
Jcaiiin.ii  ase.  In  another  survey  cover- 
]  '  ri)  pig^  to  determine  the  causes  of 
t\h'->i  P'g*  between  birth  and  the  age 
I''  (iavs  which  can  be  classed  as  the 
\rl.(  iicriod    before    weaning,    it    was 
I  !,!„i'"  that   the   mortality    rate    was    ap- 
ximaiely  35  percent,  the  losses  result- 
in  mi  (liMirders   and   diseases   due   to 
[•ciatal  influences.    Some  of  the  factors 
|L„iisil)le   tor    the    heavy    losses,    it    is 
]V!'ic(l  arc  tlie  problems  of  disease  and 
iZ  nre  tlie  problems  of  husbandry. 
iiri  breeding  stock  and   proper   care, 
i(\\v\m   I^roper    feeding    and     sanitary 
.^litidiis  are  claimed  to  be  the  important 
h<^:r>  in   efforts    to    reduce    mortality. 
Liy  01  tlie  injuries  and   fatalities  that 
|,iir  (hiring  the  newborn  period  can  be 
[  idiil.  Tlie  farrowing  pen  should  have 
;arcai»f  (A  scjuare  feet  and  guard  rails 
[\d\  be  prf)vidc(l   to   permit   the  young 
hs  tn  escape  being  crushed  by  the  dam. 
'u  fldur  litter  should   be  three   to  four 
[M  <leep.    For   the    first   day   or    two 
I'vr  hirtli  it  is  said  to  be  good  practice 
ptniiit  tlie  pigs   to   be    with   the    sow 
Iv  at  feeding   time    which   will    aid    in 
(kins   losses    through    the    sow    lying 
[•Ml  the  young. 

,lt  is  pointed    out    that    any    study    of 

[iftiirs   influencing    swine    diseases    and 

.-(-  nnist  t;ive  prominence  to  the  ques- 

1 1  ciiviniiinient.    Adequate  and  sani- 

E-yhousinp  facilities  exert  their  influence 

the  disease    problem.     Overcrowding, 

'T  ventilation,  poor  floor  drainage  and 

k  it  cleanliness  contribute  to  the  main- 

bnce  of    sources    of    infection.     Feed 

p*  must  be  enlarged  and  swine  herds 

mw\  tn  smaller  units  if  losses  through 

pa-ie  are  to  be  reduced.    Dry  sleeping 

rwrrs  must  be   provided   and   pig   lots 

['tiM  be  rotated   as    often    as    possible. 

[twlv  purchased  pigs  should  be  isolated 

a  i)eri(Kl  sufiFicient   to  determine  that 

y  arc  free  of  disease. 


PROCEDURE  GIVEN  IN 
|DOG  LAW  VIOLATIONS 

"IRSES  of   procedure    in   the   case 

'It  (loRs  running  at  large  and  dam- 

jfpi  property   have    been    suggested    by 

I'f  I*fip  Law  Division  of  the  Bureau  of 

)  'iial  Industry   of    the    Department    of 

-lailtiire  as  a  result  of  numerous  com- 

I'^iiits  having  been  received  of  depreda- 

I'  1'^  hy  dops.     In    cases    of    injury    to 

'pirty  charijes  of  general  nuisance  may 

PdirouKht  before  any  alderman  or  jus- 

j^  "f  the  peace  against  the  owner  of  the 

I'-i;. 'ir  any  constable  or  police  officer  in 

i^^*  Uiritory  in  which  the  damage  occurs 

1%  III'  iiotitied  to  take  action  since  they 

pe  jurisdiction  over   all   cases  of  that 

'^  pointed  out  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
J*  P"Iice  officer  to  seize  any  dog  which 
Vy  a  i)roper  license  which  is  found  at 

J''  ""H'^companied  by  the  owner.  The 
f'fcr  is  also  empowered  to  go  upon  any 
P'liHs  and  enter  any  building  to  seize 
l\.'Y  which  is  at  large,  and  it  is  un- 
|.^^''''  for  any  officer  to   refuse   to   per- 

"jni  those  duties  under  the  dog  laws. 
Iv'f  ^"'*'^^'"  Pf'inted  out  that  it  is  un- 
ry"'  lor  any  person,  excepting  an  of- 
l*-f.  to  kill,  injure,  poison  or  to  attempt 
l,v,  '^  things  to  any  dog  which  bears 
y/"Ptr  license  tag,  excepting  in  the  case 

.   'I'^R  pursuing  or  wounding  livestock 
Pj'Ultry   ,,r    attacking    human    beings. 

/^J'"  the  dog  bears   a   license   tag   or 

rclfi*  "■  ""''^^"sed  dog  that  enters  any 

|,   '^ure  where   poultrv    or    livestock    is 

,"7  "i''.v  be  killed 'by   the  owner  of 

'[,/'f»ce  without  liability. 
"'^'  case  of  an  illegal  killing  by  an 


nicer 
> 


^  (.  '^r  other  person  of  a  licensed  dog 

,'3U'  is  liable  for  the  value  of  that 

j^Jl''  t»  exceed   SlOO  and   action   can 

k,  ,"''  brousbt  bv  the   State  to  recover 

Ij'^y'^iii'  from  the  person  who  killed 


NOTIFY  BEEKEEPERS 
TO    CHANGE    HIVES 

NOTICES  have  been  sent  to  about 
500  beekeepers  of  this  State  urging 
them  to  notify  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Indus- 
try of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at 
once  of  their  compliance  with  the  require- 
ment to  transfer  their  bees  to  legal  hives. 
During  the  inspection  last  year  by  the  de- 
partment agents  that  number  of  bee- 
keepers were  found  to  be  housing  bees 
in  illegal  hives  and  they  were  instructed 
to  make  the  transfer  before  the  Spring 
honey-making  season.  They  have  been 
warned  that  re-inspections  will  be  begun 
May  1  and  all  bees  still  found  in  illegal 
hives  at  that  time  will  be  destroyed. 

It  is  felt  that  a  great  majority  of  the 
beekeepers  have  complied  with  the  re- 
quirements but  they  are  being  urged  to 
notify  the  department  in  order  to  avoid 
the  necessity  of  the  agents  making  another 
inspection  which  will  serve  both  as  an 
economical  measure  and  in  the  saving  of 
tires  on  the  department  automobiles  used 
by  the  agents. 

HEAVY    DEMAND    FOR 
PA.  POTATOES,  APPLES 

REPORTS  to  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture indicate  that  stocks  of  Penn- 
sylvania potatoes,  frequently  excessive  at 
this  season  of  the  year,  are  considerably 
below  normal,  as  a  result  of  increased 
demands,  and  it  is  believed  that  Penn- 
sylvania growers  will  have  disposed  of 
their  entire  stock  before  the  warm  season 
opens. 

This  condition  is  also  true  of  the  stocks 
nf  apples  and  it  is  expected  that  prac- 
tically all  stored  apples  will  have  been 
sold  out  of  warehouses  before  May  1. 

The  egg  and  milk  situation,  however, 
is  the  reverse,  milk  being  produced  in 
surplus  and  the  heavy  egg  production 
having  caused  a  drop  in  prices.  Both 
these  farm  commodities  are  on  the  list 
of  the  Federal  Government  for  greater 
production  to  provide  war  needs. 

It  is  estimated  that  57,000  gallons  of 
skim  milk  "goes  down  the  sewer"  each 
week  in  this  State  as  a  result  of  the 
heavy  production  of  milk.  There  is  also 
reported  to  be  a  considerable  quantity  of 
raw  milk  for  which  the  farmer  has  no 
market,  and  some  of  this  it  is  suggested 
is  being  made  into  butter.  Skim  milk  can 
be  used  in  the  production  of  powdered 
milk  which  is  shipped  to  foreign  countries 
under  lend-lease,  but  processing  plants  are 
not  located  where  they  can  be  available 
for  the  manufacture  of  the  present  sur- 
plusses. 

The  heavy  pro<luction  of  eggs  has  de- 
pressed prices  and  shipments  are  made 
difficult,  and  in  some  cases  impossible, 
liecause  of  a  shortage  of  crates.  A  large 
contributing  factor  to  the  shortage  was 
caused  by  army  camps  where  the  crates 
in  which  eggs  were  received  were  burned 
instead  of  being  returned  to  the  shippers. 

VEGETABLE  CROPS  IN 
EAST   ARE    DAMAGED 

ACCORDING  to  reports  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  the  carry- 
over and  winter-planted  spinach  in  the 
Bucks-Philadelphia  area  was  exposed  to 
strong,  cold  winds  together  with  alternate 
freezing  and  thawing  during  February, 
resulting  in  damage  in  some  fields  which 
may  go  as  high  as  50  percent.  The  crop 
does  not  look  promising,  according  to  the 
report,  although  it  is  still  too  early  to 
make  a  definite  appraisal  of  the  prospects. 

R  I  R  PEN  LEADS  IN 
EGG   LAYING   TEST 

THE  report  of  the  23rd  week,  cover- 
ing 90  days  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Official  Egg  Laying  Test  showed  a  pen 
of  Rhode  Island  Reds,  entered  by  the 
Crooks  Farm  has  taken  the  production 
lead  with  a  total  of  1.77570  points  and 
production  of  1.711  eggs.  Second  and 
third  places  arc  held  by  Suigle  Comb 
White  Leghorns,  the  first  owned  by  Bab- 
cock's  Hatchery  with  production  of  1.797 
eggs  and  a  .score  of  1,762.15  points  and 
the  other  owned  by  J.  A.  Hanson,  produc- 
tion 1.664  eggs  and  a  .score  of  1.742  pomts. 
Production  of  all  pens  to  date  stands 
at  65  41  percent  and  the  average  produc- 
tion per  bird  at  105.31  eggs  which  have 
been  scored  at  105.73  as  the  average  num- 
ber of  points  per  bird. 


DOUBLE  EFFORTS  TO 
BRING  IMPROVEMENT 
TO   POULTRY   FLOCKS 

OUTSTANDING  progress  in  the 
services  rendered  by  the  Department 
oi  Agiculture  in  the  effort  to  aid  poultry- 
men  in  the  advancement  of  that  industry 
in  this  State  is  recorded  in  a  report  of 
Secretary  John  H.  Light  which  covers 
the  past  three  years.  The  efforts  of  the 
department  are  directed  at  both  flock  im- 
provement through  the  poultry  division  of 
the  Bureau  of  Markets,  and  elimination 
of  disease  through  the  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry. 

During  the  past  three  years  inspectors 
of  the  department  handled  the  all-time 
high  total  of  1,038,994  birds  in  flocks 
throughout  the  State  in  the  flock  improve- 
ment program  which  is  designed  to  de- 
velop high  egg  producing  birds.  That 
total  compares  with  905,419  birds  handled 
during  the  previous  three-year  period. 

The  department  has  instituted  the  Rec- 
ord of  Performance  program  under  which 
birds  entered  are  trapnested  and  their 
actual  prcKluction  recorded  on  a  yearly 
basis.  To  qualify  under  the  improvement 
program  a  bird  must  produce  not  less 
than  200  eggs  in  a  year.  The  number  of 
flocks  entered  by  poultrymen  throughout 
the  State  in  that  program  advanced  from 
12,805  for  the  previous  three-year  period 
to  15.309  during  the  past  three  years  and 
the  number  of  birds  that  qualified  liy 
meeting  the  standard,  increased  from 
3.628  to  6,976  during  the  past  three  years. 

The  services  of  the  bureau  are  also  ex- 
tended to  the  egg  market  and  through  the 
greater  encouragement  of  selling  eggs  by 
grade,  producers  have  realized  a  big  ad- 
vantage in  that  higher  prices  are  procured 
and  at  the  same  time,  the  public  is  given 
assurances  of  receiving  specified  quality. 
That  this  service  is  proving  of  great 
benefit  is  seen  by  its  great  expansion  over 
the  past  three  years  during  which  the 
number  of  cases  of  eggs  sold  under  de- 
partment inspection  was  nearly  double 
the  number  sold  during  the  previous  three 
years.  The  total  number  of  cases  for  the 
first  period  was  669,290  compared  with 
1.081,039  for  the  later  period. 

Much  progress  is  reported  in  the  effort 
to  cut  losses  caused  by  pullorum  disease 
which  probably  takes  the  highest  toll  in 
the  poultry  industry.  As  a  part  of  the 
control  measures  followed  by  the  depart- 
ment specimens  of  blood  and  fowl  are 
examined  at  the  laboratory  of  the  Bureau 
of  Animal  Industry  at  no  cost  to  the 
poultry  owner  and  during  the  past  three 
years  the  number  of  laboratory  tests  in- 
creased by  more  than  150,000  above  the 
number  of  tests  made  during  the  previous 
three-year  period.  The  disease  control 
program  however,  extends  to  all  diseases 
as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  number 
of  samples  submitted  for  diagnosis  of 
other  diseases  in  poultry  increased  by  one- 
half  million,  comparing  the  two  periods. 
This  record  is  pointed  to  as  not  only 
showing  the  great  expansion  of  the  de- 
partment program,  but  of  the  ever- 
widening  interest  and  cooperation  of  the 
poultrymen  in  the  advancement  of  that 
industry. 

Commenting  upon  the  report  Secretary 
Light  stated:  "Recognizing  the  import- 
ance of  poultry  as  a  division  of  agricul- 
ture in  Pennsylvania,  the  Department  of 
.Agriculture  is  vitally  interested  in  the 
advancement  of  that  part  of  agriculture 
and  is  proud  of  the  fine  cooperation  given 
bv  the  industry  it.self  in  these  efforts. 
Progress  can  be  made  only  by  developing 
more  hignly  producing  birds  and  in  cut- 
ting down  losses  suffered  by  disease  and 
low  producing  birds.  The  department 
programs  cover  these  three  phases,  aiding 
the  poultryman  to  cull  from  his  flocks 
the  profitless  birds,  direction  of  the  de- 
velopment of  higher  producers  and  disease 
control.  With  poultry  and  poultry  prod- 
ucts produced  in  Pennsylvania  annually 
having  a  value  of  more  than  31  million 
dollars  which  places  this  State  high 
among  all  poultry  states  in  this  division 
of  agriculture,  the  efforts  of  the  depart- 
ment can  readily  be  appreciated  and  the 
progress  being  made  is  most  gratifying." 

Termite  Circular  Available 

A  circular  on  control  and  prevention 
of  destruction  caused  by  termites,  com- 
monly referred  to  as  "white  ants,"  is 
available  by  addressing  the  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Harrisburg. 
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SUGGESiyLAN  m 

oaowra^«Q6iT^L 

y  BANGS^^-HWSEASE 

L.  furthering  the  program  for  the  elimi- 

r  (ion  of  Bang  disease  in  cattle  in  this 

Me  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of 

f  Department  of  Agriculture  has  issued 

{  rules   to   be    followed    by    the 

l-rvman.  in  which  it  is  pointed  out  that 

h  goalof  the  department   program   is 

r\ave  all  herds  free  of  the  disease.    It 

'also  declared  that  the  success   in  ob- 

ijining  clean  herds  depends  directly  and 

in  proportion    to    the    facilities    and 

iroughness  in  the  practical  application 

I li  these  principles. 

The  bulletin  states  that  "calf hood  vac- 
Innation  has  been  recognized  and  recom- 
Lended  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Unimal  Industry,  the  American  Veteri- 
j  rv  Medical  Association  and  the  United 
Kates  Livestock  Sanitary  Association  as 
Ian  adjunct  or  aid  to  other  methods  of 
cntrolling  Bang  disease  infection.  This 
gethnd,  however,  has  all  too  frequently 
Ikeii  employed  as  a  substitute  for  other 
ntrol  measures.  In  keeping  with  our 
[present  knowledge  calf  hood  vaccination 
Ishould  be  considered  as  a  means  to  an 
^,  and  should  be  used  only  to  assist 
lotiier  approved  methods  of  control. 

"Thirty-nine  states   including   Pennsyl- 
hania  have  adopted  methods  of  calf  hood 
accination,  centered  around  the   follow- 
ing three  methods :    Test  and  imrnediate 
jimination  of  positive  reactors  with   in- 
jjeninities;   test    and    immediate    elimina- 
j'jon  of  positive   reactors    with    calfhood 
jaccination  and  indemnities,  and  test  and 
hraduai  elimination  of    positive   reactors 
jiith  calfhood    vaccination    and    without 
Indemnities.    The  last  named  plan  is  not 
|;trm!tted  in  Modified  Accredited  Areas. 
■Repeated  blood   tests   and   elimination 
i  reactors    may    never    result    in    the 
I'limination  of  the  disease  unless  supple- 
iKnted  by  proper  herd  management  and 
lanitation.   The  cardinal  principle  in  con- 
l".ttion  with  herd  management  is  the  sup- 
Ijression  of    exposure    to    infection,    and 
liis  principle  is  suggested  as  essential  in 
lill  methods  of  control,  the  essential  prin- 
Itiplcs  of   which   are :     Blood    test    under 
iFcderal-State  supervision ;  elimination  of 
I'eactors  and  their  proper   isolation  until 
j^isposed  of ;  herd  management  which  calls 
Ik  the  suppression  of   exposure    to    in- 
liecti  n;  maternity  stalls  or  barn  properly 
Ixparated  from   remainder   of   the   herd; 
]yj!atinn  of  cows  at  calving  time  and  for 
|i  period  of   from   two    to    three    weeks 
lic'llowing  that  period ;  additions  to  herds 
j'fluld  originate   in    Bang    Disease    Free 
[Accredited  herds  or  negative  herds  under 
';iicial  supervision ;   close  daily   observa- 
ta  of  all   animals    in    the    herd ;    keep 
htaWe  and  yard  clean;  disinfect  premises 
"tqucntly  and  thoroughly,  and  avoid  con- 
pJniination  of  feed  and  water." 

LIST  OF  R  O  P  FLOCKS 
IS  NOW    AVAILABLE 

THE  Poultry  Division  of  the  Bureau 
of  Markets  of  the  Department  of 
™iture  has  issued  the  annual  list 
JJ  names  and  addresses  of  owners  of 
Pennsylvania   poultry    flocks    and    hatch- 

r^'«  who  operate  under  the  standard 
Nes  and  regulations   of   the   "Poultry 

Ktandardization  Plan"  of  the  Bureau,  cov- 
!"ng  the  1941-42  season.    All  male  and 

V^ik  birds  intended  for  breeding  under 
*  plan  must  be   individually   inspected 

I '  ,   *  ?"^^  each  year  by  an  authorized 

P™try  inspector,  who  makes  selections 
^cording  to  standards  of  health,  egg  and 

m  production,  and  freedom  from  all 
'Wifications  including  serious  defects. 
J 1^  also  mandatory  that  the  Bureau  of 
""pal  Industry  of  the  Department  of 
J?riculture  perform  a  blood  test  for  pul- 
.;, "?  'disease  on  every  bird  kept  on  the 

J'lf  list  is  available  to  any  interested 
^1*"  by  addressing  the  Bureau  of 
^•^^ts,  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Ij^  DEGREES   IS   BEST 
m  POTATO  STORAGE 

1 1  fiERE  is  scientific  evidence,  accord- 

Va^n  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry 

hd,    ^P^''t"ie"t  of  Agriculture,  from 

Jrevfm'^"  shrinkage,  quality  changes  and 

'iffltl  *^"  of  blackrust,    that    a    storage 

/{^"■ature  of  about  40  degrees  F.  and 

L,^j,^^?"^ble    consideration    to    provide 

1-    3tion  are  necessary  for  good  potato 

^  condition. 


STRESS   IMPORTANCE 
OF    QUALITY    SEEDS 

WITH  the  planting  season  at  hand 
the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  again 
stresses  the  importance  of  planting  good 
ciuality  seed  which  is  necessary  for  the 
success  of  any  farm  operation,  and  of 
particular  importance  at  the  present  time 
when  greater  production  is  required.  Not 
only  is  the  quality  of  the  seed  important, 
but  it  is  pointed  out,  that  adaptability  of 
the  seed  to  the  particular  area  where  it 
shall  be  planted  is  also  a  great  factor  in 
procuring   satisfactory  crops. 

It  is  stated  that  it  is  not  enough  to 
know  that  the  seed  to  be  purchased  looks 
good  and  can  be  bought  at  a  reasonable 
price.  Casual  examination  of  seed  does 
not  reveal  quality  nor  the  amount  of 
foreign  matter  which  might  be  among  the 
seed.  The  farmer,  it  is  pointed  out, 
should  know  definitely  just  what  the 
quality  and  crop  producing  value  of  every 
particular  seed  purchase  actually  is  and 
what  he  is  sowing  when  he  plants  it  in 
his  field. 

It  is  urged  by  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture that  only  seeds  be  purchased  which 
are  sold  in  compliance  with  the  Penn- 
sylvania seed  law. 

GIVE    SUGGESTIONS 
FOR  CHICK  RAISING 

THE  chick  hatching  season  being  in 
full  swing,  the  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture has  pointed  to  the  great  losses  suf- 
fered through  diseases  in  chicks  and  the 
necessity  of  taking  preventive  measures 
to  reduce  those  losses  to  a  minimum.  Of 
the  millions  of  chicks  which  will  be 
hatched  during  the  next  few  months, 
which  is  the  heaviest  hatching  season, 
many  of  them  will  never  reach  maturity 
because  of  disease  and  each  dead  chick 
represents  a  loss. 

Disease  takes  its  greatest  toll  during 
the  first  two  or  three  weeks  of  life.  The 
most  destructive  of  the  diseases  is  pul- 
lorum  disease,  the  greatest  safeguard 
against  which  is  the  purchase  of  blood 
tested  chicks  or  chicks  from  blood  tested 
stock.  It  is  transmitted  from  the  infected 
hen,  through  the  egg  to  the  baby  chick. 
The  infected  chicks  in  turn  infect  other 
chicks  in  the  same  incubator  or  brooder. 
Infection  can  also  be  had  from  contami- 
nated premises.  The  mortality  rate  is 
high. 

Another  of  the  diseases  is  infectious 
bronchitis,  an  apparently  new  respiratory 
disease  in  chicks  which  has  only  recently 
been  recognized,  but  is  becoming  of 
greater  importance.  It  usually  affects 
chicks  when  they  are  from  two  days  to 
three  weeks  old.  The  mortality  rate  of 
chickens  which  may  become  infected  is 
not  high  but  egg  production  is  often 
greatly  lowered.  The  disease  is  charac- 
terized by  gasping  for  breath  and  losses 
in  chicks  is  rather  high.  Gasping  symp- 
toms are  also  present  in  other  diseases, 
particularly  in  pullorum  disease  and 
brooder  pneumonia.  The  latter  disease 
usually  occurs  during  the  first  few  weeks 
of  brooding  in  damp,  overheated,  poorly 
ventilated  houses.  The  usual  symptom  is 
"gaping." 

Disease  control  measures  consist  of  the 
removal  of  the  visibly  affected  chicks  and 
thoroughly  cleaning  and  disinfecting  the 
houses.  It  is  important  to  keep  litter  dry 
by  the  use  of  wire  platforms  under  the 
feeding  and  drinking  vessels  and  at  the 
same  time  to  avoid  dusty  litter.  General 
principles  of  sanitation  must  be  followed 
at  all  times. 

BEES  WILL  SOON  BE 
GATHERING    HONEY 

BEES  are  already  in  full  operation 
inside  their  hives  to  prepare  their 
colonies  for  the  season's  crop  of  honey, 
according  to  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Indus- 
try of  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 
The  honey  bee  does  not  hibernate  as  most 
insects  do,  but  maintains  a  temperature  of 
57  degrees  or  over  and  is  more  or  less 
active  throughout  the  entire  season.  Most 
of  the  time  during  the  winter  they  form 
a  cluster  to  conserve  heat,  but  durmg 
warmer  days  make  cleansing  flights  m 
the  vicinity  of  their  hives. 

From  the  Fall  period  until  the  first 
nectar  and  pollen  is  available  in  the 
Spring  the  colonies  maintain  themselves 
by  stores  gathered  during  the  past  season. 


PENNA.  FARMERS  SOLD 
PRODUCTS  VALUED  AT 
322     MILLION     IN     '41 

FARMS  in  Pennsylvania  sold  products 
worth  $321,514,000  in  1941  at  the 
prices  at  which  they  changed  hands  when 
leaving  the  farm,  according  to  a  federal- 
state  report  issued  by  John  H.  Light, 
secretary  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. This  sum  was  made  up  of  $231,- 
403,000  in  sales  of  livestock  and  its  prod- 
ucts, including  meat  animals  and  poultry, 
milk,  eggs  and  wool,  and  $90,111,000  in 
sales  of  crops. 

It  is  emphasized  in  the  report  that  these 
sums  are  sales,  and  that  from  them  it 
would  be  necessary  to  deduct  the  nu- 
merous costs  of  farm  operation  before 
net  returns  can  be  arrived  at.  There  are 
no  complete  current  compilations  of  such 
farm  expense  figures,  but  some  indication 
may  be  arrived  at  from  the  U.  S.  Census 
which  enumerated  a  few  important  ex- 
pense items  for  1939.  For  example 
$25,529,084  was  expended  in  cash  for 
hired  farm  labor,  in  addition  to  the  board 
or  other  "privileges"  furnished  to  many 
of  the  workers.  Another  $44,336,018  went 
into  purchased  feed  for  livestock  and 
poultry.  Implements  and  machinery  and 
their  repairs  costs  $19,962,211  while  gaso- 
line, kerosene,  fuel  oil  and  lubricating  oil 
amounted  to  $7,652,630.  Commercial  fer- 
tilizers amounted  to  $8,976,874,  liming 
material  to  $3,230,019,  and  building  ma- 
terials to  $12,733,697.  Real  estate  taxes 
^yere  about  $9,975,523  while  several  mil- 
lion dollars  additional  were  paid  out  for 
interest  on  mortgages  and  other  indebted- 
ness. Due  to  price  rises,  many  of  these 
costs  were  substantially  greater  in  1941 
than  in  the  Census  year.  It  is  estimated 
that  allowing  for  no  increase  in  employ- 
ment, the  farm  labor  cost  will  show  an 
increase  of  from  30  to  35  percent  this 
year  over  1939.  It  is  only  after  these 
expenses,  and  many  unrecorded  items 
among  which  milk  hauling  is  a  big  item, 
are  deducted,  that  the  net  income  for  the 
labor  of  the  farmers  and  their  families 
and  the  return  on  their  equity  in  farm 
property  could  be  computed. 

The  Pennsvlvania  farm  products  sales 
in  1940  were  listed  as  $275,821,000;  in 
1939  they  were  $261,667,000  and  in  1938 
the  total  was  $258,088,000. 

BIG  INCREASE  SHOWN 
IN     TURKEY     RAISING 

PENNSYLVANIA  is  making  rapid 
strides  as  a  turkey  producing  state, 
reports  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture showing  that  during  the  past  10 
years  the  turkey  industry  has  experienced 
steady  and  rapid  growth,  the  number  of 
birds  raised  having  increased  from  192,000 
in  1929  to  927,000  raised  last  year.  In- 
creases have  been  registered  each  year 
excepting  in  1937  when  a  decline  was 
shown. 

That  the  upward  trend  is  continuing  is 
seen  by  the  survey  which  indicates  that 
the  number  of  turkeys  on  Pennsylvania 
farms  January  1  was  31  percent  greater 
than  the  number  on  the  comparable  date 
a  year  earlier  and  was  the  highest  num- 
ber of  record  for  the  State.  The  average 
price  received  by  farmers  for  turkeys  per 
pound  live  weight  was  four  cents  higher 
the  past  Fall  than  a  year  previously.  On 
February  15  the  price  averaged  27  cents 
per  pound. 

According  to  the  survey  of  the  Federal- 
State  Crop  Reporting  Service  released  by 
the  Department  of  Agriculture,  turkey 
producers  in  the  United  States  intended 
to  buy  or  hatch  about  eight  percent  more 
poults  this  year  than  last  year.  The  num- 
ber of  turkey  breeding  hens  on  hand 
February  1  was  only  five  percent  more 
than  a  year  earlier. 

The  report  relates  to  poults  intended 
for  raising  and  does  not  necessarily  indi- 
cate the  number  of  turkeys  that  will 
actually  be  raised  this  year.  Differences 
in  intentions  and  performance  frequently 
occur,  controlling  factors  being  the  price 
of  feed  and  the  supply  and  price  of  hatch- 
ing eggs  and  poults.  In  1938  intentions 
exceeded  performance  by  three  percent, 
in  1939  by  two  percent,  in  1940  by  four 
percent,  but  last  year  one  percent  more 
poults  were  produced  than  previous  in- 
tentions indicated. 

It  is  suggested  that  unless  the  hatching 
season  begins  earlier  this  year  than  in 
1941  and  continues  late,  the  supply  of 
eggs  may  be  insufficient  to  produce  the 
intended  eight  percent  increase. 
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rxTENSIV^^^ROGRAl 

OF  DISEASr  ' 
IS  AID    TO 

|i\-  indication  of  the  extensiveness  of 
i'only  a  part  of  the  service  rendered 
yie  Department  of  Agriculture  to  agri- 
-Iture  ill  tliis  State  to  combat  and  con- 
J  diseases  in  livestock   is  seen   in  the 

Llrt  of  the  laboratory  operated  under 
;j,J^gureau  of  Animal  Industry  which  is 
jnaiiitained  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving 

Ijd  and  advice   on   a    free-service   basis. 

Ifhe  report  also  shows  the  great  growth 

In  this  service  over_  tiie  past  three  years 

la*  a  result  of  intensified  efforts  in  disease 

|(-,ntrol  programs. 
Oivering   the    past    three    year    period 

Ithe  report  shows  that  a  total  of  3,610,529 
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lipecimens 


were  submitted  to  the  labora- 


-i„rv  for  exammation   compared    with   a 
l.ital  of  2,573.599  for  the  previous  three- 
liear  period.  Although  the  specimens  sub- 
linittcd  cover  a  wide  range  animals   and 
Ijivl.  those   involving   examinations    for 
Igan?  diseasf!  in  cattle  and  pullorum  dis- 
hit  in  poultry   constitute   a  great    part 
|i  the  total.     Examinations    for    Bang 
|iii>ease  over   the   past   three-year    period 
limbered  1.604.405,  compared  with  910,- 
m  tdr  tlic  i)rt'vious  similar  period,  and 
mm  for  pullorum  disease  totaled  1,921,- 
\\  comijared  with  1,637,935. 
J  Iiiduded  in  the  specimens  received  dur- 
1-2  the  past  three  years  at  the  laboratory 
luere  those  «»f  1.475  animals  suspected  of 
p\'m  rabies.   Although  dogs  led  the  list 
I-  crcat  proportion   it    is    seen   that   the 
Lease  is  not  confined  to  that  animal.    Of 
lie  total  specimens,  630  were  found  to  be 
)nectcd  by  the  disease  of  which  606  were 
::,  nine  were  cats  and  15  were  cattle. 
A:i  idea  of   the    variety   of   specimens 
l^lmitted   for   examination    can    be    had 
•m  a  report   of   one   month    in    which 
It  list  shows    as    follows :     Cattle    for 
W disease,  54,331;  horses,  four;  swine, 
t:  :'iecp,   one ;    steer,    one ;    goats,    44 ; 
l:>,  18;  ca\s,  two;  rabbits,  one;  mouse, 
p:  chickens  for  pullorum  disease,  130,- 
[.';  turkeys,    1.778;    ducks,    14;    guinea 
Ivl,  five;  pheasants,  150,  and  feed,  five. 
iThe  laboratory  maintained  by  the  De- 
bment  of  Agriculture  is  located  near 
prisburg  and   is  of   the   most   modern 
rt  and  employs  a  staff  of  technicians. 
lit  only  are  examinations  made  of  speci- 
ps  which  are  submitted   but  extensive 
primcntal  work  is  carried  on  involving 
!  treat  number  of  animals   and  poultry 
t^niinca  pips. 

1  Secretary  John    H.    Light    stated    that 

Rwork  carried  on  in  that  bureau  is  of 

p  greatest  importance  to  agriculture  and 

5  a  service   without   which    agriculture 

this  advanced   period   could   not    hope 

I  continue.    It    is   through   this    service 

p  the  farmer   is   able   to   combat   and 

pitrol  diseases  in  livestock  which  would 

Fse  ruin  if  this  service  were  not  avail- 

N  The  fine  results  obtained  are  made 

W^Mit  larjjcly  by  the  cooperation  of  the 

pmer.  who  fully   realizes   the   necessity 

[•  complying  with   disease   control   pro- 

pms." 

Iexpect  increase  in 

|fA.  CABBAGE  ACREAGE 

i\0\\  ERS  of  domestic  cabbage  in 
^  all  Pennsylvania  truck  crop  areas 
pt^t  to  plant  a  larger  acreage  this  year, 
'tat  intentions  are  fulfilled,  accord- 
bflK  ^"l^ral- State  crop  survey  is- 
r.  Y*^^  I^cpartment  of  Agriculture. 
n"  !^f  the  increased  plantings  will  be 
Fw'"  -^^^  western  and  northeastern 
pties  with  somewhat  less  acreage  than 
t-^^r  ago  being  planted  in  the  south- 
rj"  counties. 

\J}^^^  Danish  cabbage  acreage  in 
L^"».vivania  is  expected  to  be  larger 
Lj^year  apo.  Growers  in  the  Colum- 
^  i.Uzcrne-Schuylkill  area  indicate  that 
r:^^'"  Pj^nt  about  10  percent  more 
t]  jl*^'^'  The  Indiana  county  acreage 
h-  u  ^  sizeable  increase.  Other 
ljl|"  J  ^^*te  and  in  the  important 
h  h  •  ^""'^  Co.,  area  will  plant 
tt  r^  ^.^"le  or  only  slightly  less  than 

•  ar  if  prowers   present    intentions 

^^^ned  out. 

.      Teit  Ends  25th  Week 

L?  production  at  the  end  of  the  25th 
hiT  P^'nnsylvania  Official  Egg 
Vtof  r^'.^""^"cted  by  the  Depart- 
k  '  ^^^/'culture,  was  65.57  for  the 
ks  pjj".^.^.  with  an  average  of  114.75 
P*24r  '^^^  average  egg  weight 

k    1  °?^^s  per  dozen.    A   pen  of 
"Uri    ,      ^"^s   from   Crooks   Farm 
'^  place  in  the  test  to  date. 


MORE  FARMERS  PLAN 
TO  GROW  TOMATOES 

REPORTS  to  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  indicate  that  the  in- 
creased acreage  desired  this  year  for  the 
growmg  of  tomatoes  for  canning  will  be 
procured  through  a  greater  number  of 
tarmers  plantmg  that  crop  rather  than 
trom  the  regular  grower  expanding  his 
acreage.  Efforts  are  being  made  by  can- 
ners  to  exceed  last  year's  acreage  of 
approximately  20,000  acres  since  the  de- 
mands for  canned  tomatoes  and  tomato 
proaucts  for  the  armed  forces  and  for 
lease^end  are  listed  as  essential   food. 

Difficulty  IS  being  experienced,  however 
by  the  canners  in  getting  growers  to  in- 
crease their  acreages  and  in  some  cases 
to  meet  last  year's  acreage  because  of  the 
shortage  of  labor  and  the  uncertainties 
of  the  labor  situation.  As  a  result  a 
greater  number  of  farmers  are  being  pro- 
cured to  take  up  tomato  growing  and 
contracts  are  being  made  with  farmers 
wlio  have  never  before  grown  that  crop. 
The  canners  are  contracting  this  year 
on  the  basis  of  $22  per  ton  or  slightly 
higher  for  U.  S.  No.  I's  and  $14  per  ton 
or  more  for  U.  S.  No.  2's.  In  a  few 
instances  contracts  are  being  made  on  a 
flat  rate  basis  of  $19  per  ton. 

Pennsylvania  has  recently  taken  a  lead- 
mg  role  in  the  production  of  cannery 
tomatoes  and  is  now  regarded  as  one  of 
the  best  producing  areas  of  the  entire 
country. 

INDICATE  INCREASED 
ACREAGES  TO  GRAINS 
POTATOES     REDUCED 

INCREASES  in  acreage  to  be  planted 
to  corn,  oats,  barley  and  soybeans  in 
this  State  this  year  are  indicated  in  a 
survey  by  the  crop  reporting  service 
issued  by  the  State  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, while  a  decrease  is  reported  in 
the  acreages  to  be  planted  to  potatoes 
and  lubacco. 

The  indicated  corn  acreaf=,^  fV,,-^  y^^j. 
is  placed  at  1,320,000  acres  compared  wu\. 
1.282.000  acres  last  year,  or  103  percent 
of  the  1941  acreage.  Oats  acreage  is 
placed  at  885,000  acres  compared  with 
876,000  acres  last  year  and  barley  acreage 
is  indicated  to  be  147,000  acres  compared 
with  139,000  acres  last  year. 

The  potato  acreage  is  indicated  to  be 
98  percent  of  the  1941  acreage,  the  total 
to  be  planted  being  given  as  157,000  acres 
compared  with  160,000  acres  last  year. 
The  reduction  is  indicated  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  growers  are  said  to  have  had  a 
most  satisfactory  market  for  last  year's 
crop.  Intentions  to  reduce  the  acreage  are 
attributed  to  the  greatly  increased  costs 
of  production,  inability  to  procure  equip- 
ment in  some  cases  and  the  uncertainty 
of  the  labor  conditions.  The  high  price 
of  seed  potatoes  is  believed  to  be  an  in- 
fluencing factor.  In  some  sections  fear 
is  being  expressed  that  sufficient  labor 
might  not  be  available  to  harvest  the  crop 
and  reductions  in  acreage  are  being  made 
on  that  account. 

The  potato  acreage  this  year,  if  indi- 
cations are  adhered  to,  will  be  far  below 
the  207,000  acres  which  is  the  average 
for  the  years  1930  to  1939.  For  the 
country  at  large  the  increase  in  acreage 
to  be  planted  is  less  than  one  percent 
over  last  year  and  16  percent  below  the 
average  for  the  years  from  1930  to  1939. 

The  cut  in  the  tobacco  acreage,  indi- 
cated to  be  from  35,700  acres  last  year 
to  34,600  acres  this  year,  which  is  97  per- 
cent of  last  year's  acreage,  is  said  to  have 
resulted  from  the  unsatisfactory  market 
conditions  which  are  prevailing  in  that 
crop.  Acreage  last  year  was  increased 
and  the  crop  was  one  of  the  best  on 
record  in  yield  and  quality,  but  prices 
have  not  advanced  in  the  face  of  advances 
in  all  other  lines.  It  is  reported  that  some 
of  the  acreage  which  is  being  taken  out 
of  tobacco  will  be  used  for  growing 
tomatoes. 

Soybean  acreage  is  indicated  to  be  96,- 
000  acres  compared  with  77,000  acres  last 
year  and  an  average  for  the  years  1930 
to  1939  of  32,000  acres.  It  is  believed 
that  a  considerable  part  of  the  increase 
will  be  planted  for  beans  instead  of 
forage   for  cattle. 

It  is  pointed  out  in  the  survey  that  the 
acreages  actually  planted  this  year  may  be 
larger  or  smaller  than  those  indicated 
by  reason  of  weather  conditions,  price 
changes,  labor  supply,  financial  conditions 
and  other  factors,  but  that  the  present 
indications  serve  as  a  guide  to  the  farmer. 


STEADY  DECREASE  IS 
SHOWN  IN  VALUES  OF 
LIVESTOCK  ON  FARMS 

ACCORDING  to  the  census  of  agri- 
culture  the  value  of  livestock,  in- 
cluding poultry  and  bees,  on  Pennsylvania 
farms  on  April  1  1940,  was  lower  than 
during  any  of  the  five-year  census  periods 
since  1910,  excepting  that  of  1935  it  is 
pointed  out  by  the  State  Department  of 

^"^SmOfSs'r.oJ''"   l^t^^t   value   is  placed 
at  ^1J6,088,698,  compared  with  the  high 

^/'«^.fi  7?i"^'f,  ^"7"^  ^^^  P^^t  30  years 
of  $238,774641  m  1920.   The  lowest  value 

^^i '"  ?.  ,  •  *^^  ^^"'■e  ^«'ng  $112,723,350. 

Ihe  high  point  in  the  value  of  crops 

harvested  and  of  forest  products  was  also 

reached  in  1920,  according  to  the  records 

or^;^^o5^.nPc^'*  ^^  y^^"  ^"^  t'^^t  value 
of  $409,938,405  was  about  two  and  one- 
half  times  the  value  of  $163,988,280  given 
for  April  1,  1940.    In  1910  the  Value  was 
approximately  five  million  below  the  1940 
figure  while  in  1930  it  was  $211,299,565. 
Uf   the  livestock  products  sold,  whole 
milk,   cream  and   butter   lead   the  list   in 
value  which  is  placed  at  $79,364,347  of 
which    $76,470,097   was    for   whole   milk 
1  hese  figures  are  as  of  April  1,  1939,  and 
compare    with    $100,964,391    as    the    total 
for    1929  of  which  $91,570,715   was    for 
whole   milk.     In    1919    the    figures    were 
$92,450,524  and   $72,859,504  and  in   1909 
$24  m  790  ^'^  ^'''''"  ^'  $^8,217,493  and 
During  the  year  ended  April   1,   1940, 
livestock  ranked  second  to  dairy  products 
combining  the  values  of  animals  butchered 
on  the  farms  which  is  placed  at  $8,642,892, 
and  the  value  of  livestock  sold  alive  which 
IS   placed   at   $25,708,504.    The   value  of 
chicken  eggs  produced  on   farms  during 
that   year    is    placed    at   $27,587,422,    ex- 
ceeding the  value  of  livestock  sold  alive. 
The    value    of    chickens    sold    alive    or 
dressed  is  placed  at  $12,783,174  and  the 
value  of  all  poultry  raised  was  $25,120,789, 
less  than  two  million  under  the  value  of 
♦he  chicken  eggs  pioduccd. 

Inesc  ..vi.,«^  vvere  all  exceeded  in  iv^iv 
when  the  value  ot  u.-.,.u„ri  eggs  produced 
was  $42,862.171 ;  in  1924  when  the  value 
was  $37,705,820  and  in  1919  when  the 
value  was  $36,479,123.  In  the  value  of 
crops  harvested  cereals  lead  with  a  value 
of  $58,137,218,  which  is  also  the  lowest 
in  the  30-ycar  period.  The  highest  value 
was  reached  in  1919  and  was  $187,178,692, 
or  more  than  three  times  greater  than 
the  more  recent  figures.  The  value  in 
that  instance  was  also  exceeded  in  the 
1934  pericKl  when  farm  products  values 
were  at  a  low  ebb.  Hay  and  forage  are 
next  in  value  and  the  figure  of  $45,323,144 
for  1940  was  exceeded  in  each  of  the 
census  periods  for  the  previous  30  years 
excepting  1934.  The  high  value  was 
reached  also  in  1919  when  the  figure  was 
placed  at  $106,044,332. 

URGE  WIDER  USE  OF 
SKIM  MILK  FOR  FOOD 

DECLARING  that  the  mineral  and 
protein  contents  of  skim  milk  are 
not  lessened  by  removing  the  butter  fat 
and  vitamin  A  of  the  cream,  the  Bureau 
of  Animal  Industry  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  advocates  a  wider  use  of 
skim  milk  for  human  consumption  for 
both  its  value  as  a  food  and  to  eliminate 
the  great  waste  resulting  from  it  not 
being  used  for  any  purpose.  It  is  stated 
that  between  46  and  50  percent  of  all 
the  milk  produced  in  this  country  is  sepa- 
rated to  obtain  the  cream  and  of  the 
resulting  skim  milk  only  about  12  percent 
is  used  in  the  production  of  dairy  prod- 
ucts, such  as  cheese  which  has  a  food 
value  approximating  that  of  lean  meat. 
It  is  estimated  that  this  leaves  annually 
about  50  billion  pounds  of  skim  milk 
which  is  fed  to  animals,  used  in  manu- 
facturing or  destroyed. 

There  is  however,  a  constant  increase 
in  the  use  of  skim  milk  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  various  articles,  great  quantities 
being  used  for  the  making  of  casein  which 
is  used  in  paints,  buttons  and  artificial 
ivory.  The  whey  is  used  for  solvents, 
lacquers,  plastics  and  a  substitute  for 
wool.  In  spite  of  these  uses,  it  is  stated 
that  there  is  an  annual  supply  of  40 
billion  pounds  of  skim  milk  above  that 
which  is  converted  into  these  prcKlucts 
and  that  it  is  this  surplus  which  it  is 
urged,  should  be  encouraged  for  human 
consumption. 
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AVERAGES 
^   OVERTIMI 


rOSS  section   surveys  made   by   the 

crop  reporting  service  and  issued  by 

^  qate    Department    of     Agriculture 

^    that  the  average  work  day  of  the 

vsvlvaiiia     farmer     constitutes      10.5 

'!s''anfl   that    of    the    farm    employe, 

,1  hours.   Agriculture  being  a  full  six- 

jviek   enterprise    with    considerable 

'k  required  to  be  done  on  the  seventh 

,[■  particularly   in   dairying,   it    is   con- 

'ircd  a  fair  assumption  that  the  average 

^Ic  week  t'cr  the  farmer  would  be  at 

!.  58  to  70   hours    and    that    of    the 

!jloye  at  least  65  to  68  hours. 

\  comparison  of  hours  worked   in  in- 

,..rv  was  made   from   a   report   of   the 

'^"tefl  States   Department   of    Labor    in 

rch  it  is  shown  that  the  average  num- 

.(.f  hours  worked  per  week  per  work- 

r^n  were  over  50  in  six  war   industries 

ti  that  the  machine   tool    and   machine 

r,l  accessories    industries    led    with    an 

trace  of  55  hours.    The  average  num- 

,f  of   hours    worked    by    all     factory 

,rkfrs  is  placed  at  41.5  per  week. 

[t  is  pointed  out  that  unlike  the  indus- 

al  worker  the    farm    operator    has   no 

fjpraiitee  of  a  specified  income  but  takes 

i;  chuices  with   regulated   prices   which 

receives  although  the  prices   he   pays 

'  'he  things  he   needs   are   higher    in 

■pnrtion.     His    operation    is    governed 

■f3t1v  by  weather  conditions  and  is  now 

;rrd  with  scrious  labor  problems,  which 

Rv  prevent  the  harvesting  of   some   of 

'  crops.   The  procuring  of  labor,  it  is 

ifed.  is  made  increasingly  difficult,  not 

'"  by  the  military   draft,   but   by   the 

action  to  the  hiirhcr  industrial  wages 

rirli  are  heing  offered  and  by  the  pay- 

1  of  uw?  and  one-half  for  more  than 

'ioiir>;  a  week,  which   is  an   econ^^mic 

•W'jbility  in  agriculture.   Records  show 

i'  fnrm  waires  have  increased  from  25 

oO  percent  during  the  past  year. 

Iprodtjce  seventh  of 
clover   seed    used 

lANNUALLY  IN  PENNA. 

I'^AN'SYT.VANIA  farmers  sow  an- 
nually an   average   of    seven    million 

j'ls  of  red  clover  seed  of  which  they 

■^m  nnlv  a.hout  1.300.000  pounds,  or 
It  22PO<)    bushels    according    to    the 

■'•t  pericultural  census  figures,  John  H. 
ht  Secretary  of  Agriculture  stated  in 

-mev  of  cash  crop  possibilities.  On 
ttasis  of  the  latest  average  price  quo- 

B'ns  of  ahout  $16  a  bushel  that  means 

"•! the  farmers  of  this  State  arc  paying 

'  -il  of  nearly  two  million  dollars  for 
clover  seed  they  use  in  one  season. 
value  of  the  crop  produced   in   this 

'"f.  based  upon  the  latest  averaee  price 

■  ^Ijout  SI. 3  a   bushel    received   by   the 

"».  is  less  than  «300.000. 

^•ccordin?  to  the  census  figures  the  av- 
"('  production  is  slightly  less  than  one 
'''I  of  seed  to  the  acre,  however,  the 

■'^;  reveals  that  a  potato  grower  in 
N' rthwcstern  part  of  the  State  pro- 

■^'  inn'^^^'^^^^  "^  ^^*"''  ^"'^hels  per  acre 
^  100  acre  tract  in  the  rotation  he 
'"'ces  in  growing  potatoes,  threshing 
'  ^«'l  by  combine  and  leaving  the 
'"  on  the  ground. 

["I'.^n  County  leads  all  counties  in  the 
^^  'n  seed  production,  the  latest  avail- 
^^ecords  showing  an  annual  crop  of 
*«  f^ushels.  Other  counties  which  pro- 
.Jl'niore  than  1.000  bushels  are  York. 
^  ■■  Franklin.  1.777;  Indiana.  1.537; 
f'er  1,474;  Rcdford.  1.446;  Arm- 
p"'^'  1.085,  and  Adams,  1.077. 
Auction  of   other   legume    seeds    in 

p3Je  IS  far  helow  that  of  red  clover 
^.'«sho^vn  to  be  as  follows:  Alfalfa, 
^ushels;  sweet  clover.  2.569  bushels, 

wpedeza.  7,282  pounds.  Production 
1 2^  seed  was  18,450  bushels  in  the 
*^^^rded  year. 

PRODUCTION    65.59% 
'EGG  LAYING  TEST 

,'!}  P''f>fluction  at  the  end  of  the  26th 
nu  ''L^^^  Pennsylvania  Official 
'^in/'Jif  '"*  ^^^^  ^*  ^^-^^  percent, 
^^Itonifi?^^'  number  of  eggs  pro- 
'tot      V^  ^"^  *^^  average  number 

f  WeiT  ^"^  ^^"^^"^  ^"^""'"^  ^"  ^''"" 
hk<  p     ^^   24.20   ounces    per    dozen. 

filfircf^''.'"  P^"  of  Rhode  Island  Reds 
"'5t  place  at  that  time. 


LARGE  CROP  CHANGES 
TO    BE    MADE    IN    '42 

ON  a  country-wide  basis  there  will  be 
unusually  large  shifts  between  crops 
and  a  three  to  four  percent  increase  over 
last  year  in  the  total  acreage  of  crops  to 
be  grown  by  farmers  this  year,  according 
to  the  Federal -State  crop  report  issued 
by  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  Out- 
standingly large  acreages  will  be  planted 
to  crops  that  can  be  crushed  for  the 
vegetable  oils.  The  indications  are  that 
the  acreage  planted  to  soybeans  for  all 
purposes  will  be  increased  41  percent  to 
14  million  acres.  The  Pennsylvania  acre- 
age is  indicated  to  be  125  percent  of  last 
year's  acreage. 

To  provide  for  the  record  numbers  of 
livestock  and  poultry  on  hand  farmers 
are  also  planning  to  increase  the  total 
acreage  in  feed  crops.  The  indicated 
changes  from  last  year's  plantings  include 
a  five  percent  increase  in  corn  to  91 
million  acres,  a  three  percent  increase  in 
oats,  a  21  percent  increase  in  barley,  three 
percent  more  land  in  tame  hay.  and  six 
percent  less  land  used  for  sorghums.  If 
these  plans  are  carried  out,  the  total  acre- 
age to  be  planted  to  feed  grains  will  be 
increased  six  percent  which  about  bal- 
ances the  seven  percent  increase  during 
1941  in  grain  consuming  livestock,  in- 
cluding poultry,  and  the  similar  increase 
expected  in  1942.  There  would  be  also 
a  record  acreage  of  tame  hay  and  forage. 
If  the  usual  acreage  of  wild  hay  is  cut, 
the  total  hay  and  forage  acreage  would 
seem  to  !)c  ample  for  requirements  under 
ordinary  weather  conditions. 

SUGGESTIONS    GIVEN 
FOR  HOME  GARDENS 

A  NUMBER  of  suggestions  have  been 
issued  by  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture f'T  the  guidance  of  those  who  are 
planning  Victory  gardens  this  year.  They 
are  as  follows : 

Do  not  dig  up  lawns  or  playground 
areas  in  built-up  sections.  They  had  best 
be  retained  in  lawns  and  flowers  and  for 
the  use  of  our  young  folks.  Better  let 
war  gardening  to  those  who  live  in  the 
country,  in  small  towns  or  in  the  out- 
skirts and  more  open  parts  of  cities. 

Do  not  attempt  a  garden  on  poor  soil 
or  you  will  be  doomed  to  disappointment 
and  will  not  be  contributing  in  propor- 
tion to  the  effort,  expense  and  materials 
consumed. 

Dig  or  plow  your  garden  as  early  in 
the  spring  as  the  ground  can  be  worked, 
turning  under  a  liberal  coat  of  manure, 
if  available.  Apply  fertilizer,  if  any,  at 
planting  time. 

Select  standard  kinds  of  vegetables  and 
small  fruits.  Larger  tree  fruits  except 
on  the  farm  where  there  may  at  present 
be  a  shortage  of  such  products,  are  not 
recommended. 

Keep  away  from  novelties.  There  is 
an  abmidance  of  well  known  and  proved 
varieties  and  methods  of  growing  all  the 
vegetables  and  small  'fruits  which  belong 
in  wartime  gardens. 

If  you  have  seeds  left  over  from  last 
year,  test  them  for  germination  and  use 
them  if  they  grow  satisfactorily.  Do  not 
waste  seeds  bv  buying  more  than  you 
need,  or  sowing  them  thicker  than  is 
necessary. 

Some  inexperienced  persons  may  be 
tempted  to  try  growing  their  own  vege- 
table plants  by  sowing  seeds  early  in- 
doors. This  can  be  done  to  some  extent 
even  in  the  ordinarv  dwelling.  But  the 
average  gardener  will  likely  be  ahead  by 
getting  his  plants  from  someone  who 
makes  plant  growing  a  business. 

Do  your  planting  as  early  as  possible 
for  the  kind  of  vegetables  or  small  fruits 
you  plan  to  grow,  but  do  not.  in  the  case 
of  vegetables,  take  chances  with  early 
spring  frosts  or  soil  too  cold  for  prompt 
germination  and  growth. 

Plan  your  garden  carefully  and  de- 
termine to  carry  on  throughout  the  season 
and  to  the  final  harvest. 

Above  all  don't  let  weeds  get  the  jump 
on  your  garden,  but  kill  them  before  they 
get  started.  One  hour  with  a  weeding 
tool  will  accomplish  more  when  weeds 
are  just  nicely  through  the  ground  than 
a  half  day  of  back-breaking  weeding  by 
hand  or  hoeing  later  on. 

Stored  Crops  Marketed 

Most  of  the  stored  vegetable  crops  have 
been  moved  to  market  although  a  few 
beets,  parsnips  and  turnips  continued  to 
move  from  the  Bucks-Philadelphia  area, 
according  to  latest  surveys. 


MILK  PRODUCTION  IS 
CONTINUING  RECORD 
BREAKING     STRIDE 

COWS  on  Pennsylvania  farms  are  con- 
tinuing their  record  defense  produc- 
tion which  registered  new  high  marks  in 
February,  the  third  consecutive  month 
during  which  new  high  levels  were 
reached  in  this  State,  according  to  the 
Federal -State  crop  report  issued  by 
Secretary  John  H.  Light  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  The  17.7  pounds  of 
milk  per  cow  for  March  1  was  nearly 
equal  to  the  average  for  May  1  when 
dairy  rations  are  supplemented  by  pas- 
tures, bringing  greater  production.  Feed 
prices  advanced  one  percent  during  March. 
Dairymen  indicated  that  the  average 
pounds  of  grain  and  concentrates  fed  per 
co\v  was  7.7  pounds  on  March  1,  a  rate 
which  has  been  equaled  only  once  before 
in  the  12  years  of  record  and  that  was  in 
May,  1940.  To  the  high  feeding  rate  is 
attributed  considerable  of  the  increased 
milk  production. 

Milk  production  throughout  the  United 
States  continues  the  upward  trenfl  with 
February  showing  a  four  percent  increase 
over  the  same  month  a  year  ago.  Re- 
ports show  heavier  feeding  and  milking 
a  larger  proportion  of  cows  than  usual 
at  this  time  of  the  year. 

Continued  heavy  deliveries  on  Lend- 
Lease  purchases  are  making  fairly  heavy 
inroads  on  manufacturers'  stocks  of  evap- 
orated milk  but  purchases  under  that 
program  have  eased  up  slightly  during 
the  past  six  weeks.  New  commitments  in 
February  for  the  country  at  large  de- 
clined nine  percent  from  the  recod  out- 
put during  the  same  month  last  year,  but 
Pennsylvania  production  was  29  percent 
greater  than  a  year  ago,  having  reached 
slightly  over  a  million  pounds.  In  both 
this  State  and  New  York,  milk  above 
flind  milk  and  cream  requirements  was 
used  in  butter  manufacture,  causing 
creamery  butter  production  in  the  entire 
area  to  be  189  percent  higher  than  a 
year  earlier. 

THREE  POINT  DROP 
IS  SHOWN  IN  PRICES 
OF  FARM  PRODUCTS 

PRICES  paid  Pennsylvania  farmers 
for  principal  agricultural  products  de- 
clined three  points  during  the  month 
which  ended  March  15,  according  to  the 
Federal-State  Crop  index  released  by 
Secretary  John  H.  Light  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  It  is  also  shown 
that  using  the  period  from  1910  to  1014 
as  a  base  of  100  that  the  farmers'  pur- 
chasing power  declined  three  points,  from 
104  to  101  for  the  month,  but  at  the 
same  time  the  prices  the  farmer  must 
pay  for  the  things  he  needs  advanced 
from  147  to  148  leaving  a  diflfercnce  of 
47  points  unfavorable  to  the  farmer. 
Comparing  the  status  with  that  of  a 
year  previously  the  prices  farmers  pay 
for  their  necessities  advanced  from  1?4 
to  148.  or  a  total  of  24  points,  but  the 
farmers'  purchasing  power  advanced  only 
from  96  to  101,  or  a  total  of  five  points. 

Using  the  1910-14  base  the  ind^x  places 
grains  at  123  points;  fruits.  149;  meat 
animals,  166;  dairy  products,  169;  chick- 
ens and  eggs.   120. 

Average  commodity  prices  in  Pennsyl- 
vania on  March  15  comt)arpd  with  those 
of  a  year  earlier  are  shown  to  be  as 
follows : 

Mar.  l."),  Mar.  15. 

1941  1942 

WhPRt    Bti.  I      .90  I    1.19 

Torn      Tin.  .71  .98 

Oats    Bu.  .42  .69 

Rarley    Bu.  .69  .78 

Rye     Bii.  .96  .89 

TlTickwheat     TJu.  .64  .70 

Potatoes    Bu.  .60  1.10 

Apples    Bu.  .8.5  1.20 

Hay     Ton  9.80  13.90 

HoRS     Cwt.  7.70  12.60 

Beef    cattle    r-wt.  8.30  10.40 

Veal    calves     Cwt.  10.80  13.40 

.Sheep      Cwt.  4.05  5.00 

Lambs     Cwt.  9.40  10.90 

Milk   cows    Head  83.00  105.00 

Horses    Head  113.00  118.00 

Mules     Head  118.00  120.00 

Chlcken.s     T.b.  .174  .209 

Turkey.s     Lb.  .23  .27 

Milk,    whol«>Hale    ..Cwt.  2.15  2.65 

Milk,     retail     Qt.  .116  .129 

Butter     Lb.  .30  .36 

Butterfat     Lb.  .30  .86 

Eggs     Doz.  .191  .879 

Wool     Lb.  .38  .48 

Poor  Spinach  Stands 

Many  wintered-over  spinach  fields  in 
the  Southeastern  area  have  poor  stands 
but  the  milder  temperature  and  additional 
rainfall  has  brought  considerable  im- 
provement. 
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REDUCTIOl 

PEED  GRAIN 

FOR  COMING  SEASON 

iERE  's  a  probability  that  there  will 
^  a  smaller  supply  of  feed  grains 
:. Ale  for  livestock  in  the  1942-43 
In  than  there  was  for  the  1941-42 
Kin  according  to  a  federal-state  report 
Led  from  the  Pennsylvania  Department 
f;  \i.riculture. 

Accot'^ing  to  the  March  1  report  from 
Irniers  for  the  entire  country,  they  were 
Lning  to  plant  about  six  percent  greater 
ttage  of  the  four  principal  feed  grains 
y  with  yields  as  good  as  a  year  ago,  a 
Later  total  production  would  be  obtained 
I  these  intentions  were  carried  out,  but 
Lter  vields  than  a  year  ago,  however, 
"  be  expected  since  last  year's  yields 
ifc  far  above  average  and  near  a  record 
Lji  and  two  successive  high  yielding 
Lrs  do  not  frequently  occur.  Farmers 
Lally  plant  somewhat  less  than  they 
tian  early  in  the  season,  and  a  smaller 
Lv-over  oi  feed  grains  is  now  in  pros- 
Let  for  next  season  than  took  place  last 

re- 
production of   livestock   and   livestock 

piducts  is  also  on   the   upgrade.    This 
leiicv  will  also  make   more   livestock 
j  feed  and  therefore  less  feed  per  animal 
be  fed. 

Present  prospects  are  for  more  oil  cakes 
meals  than  this  year,  enough  to  make 
ic  supply  of  high  protein  feed  per  ani- 
cil  unit  probably  the  largest  on  record. 
anv  of  the  dairy  and  producers  of 
■'x  livestock  products  of  this  State  are 
rtiiying  themselves  against  the  prob- 
le  ligiitcr  supply  of  feed  grains  by 
-rchasing  feed  wheat  from  the  West 
Ihy  planning  to  plant  a  greater  acre- 
t  of  feed  grains  on  their  farms  this 
mi 

I  BEGIN  OPERATIONS  IN 
IVEGETABLE  FIELDS 

Mi  working   of   asparagus    beds    in 
tile  Hucks-Philadclphia  area  was  be- 
the  first   week   in    April,    the    open 
AT  and    lack    of    extreme    tempera- 
:d  havinc:  been  favorable  to  the  crop. 
fivers   report    to    the    Department    of 
■xulturc  that   their    beds    are    in   ex- 
tltnt  condition.  According  to  the  reports 
ilior  for  cutting   much   of    the   crop    is 
beted  to  be  done  by  high  school  boys 
i:the  area  who   will   be   excused   from 
ping  classes  to  perform  the  work. 
I  Ik  Winter-covered  spinach  in   South- 
ttcrii  Pennsylvania  showed  considerable 
very  during  the  past  weeks  with  the 
■;  crecning  up   well.     Many   fields    in 
ft  area  withstood  the  Winter  much  bet- 
■  •!ian  previous  indications  and  growers 
tnow  anticipating  heavy  yields  of  good 
'ity  spinach.    Harvesting  of  the  crop 
H'W  under   way.     The    prevalence    of 
Itasnabk  weather  has  caused  the  Winter- 
Ned  and   early    Spring    plantings    to 
R  excellent   growth.     In    the    North- 
p*ni  and  Western  sections  of  the  State 
'^'^  of  the  Fall  sown  crop  was  Winter 
W.  Harvest  in  those  sections  will  be 
ftai  about  May    1   to    10  but    Spring 
pings  will  not  be  ready  to  cut  before 
■June. 

jMrawtxTry  beds  throughout  the  State 
Itoi  were  not  well  covered  during  the 
Mttr  were  damaged  to  some  extent  by 
iti  '^'^'^  winds,  particularly  in  the 
"neastern  sections.  Snow  cover  was 
pally  madequate  in  all  areas.  A  dry 
r  prevented  runners  from  setting  and 
V^m  stands  are  thin  plants  are  in 
r'-^'  Sood  condition. 

|*ACH  PRODUCTION 
[JILL  SHOW  INCREASE 

'••MIFUL  supplies  of  spinach  are 

:  M'ected  to  be  available  this   Spring 

,W'  second   early    States    which   com- 

r  'Arkansas,  Illinois,   Maryland,  Mis- 

k  ;\'^^\  Jersey,   Oklahoma,    Pennsyl- 

t;  Virginia,  and  Washington,  accord- 

M  the   Federal-State    Crop    Report 

ih  ^""   the    State    Department    of 

r  td  ^^^'   ^^""^^^^  plantings  were  in- 

a;  *^^^''  t'^"s<^   of    a   year   ago   and 

^acr"^  °n  ^^"^'^^  ^'  '"^'^ate  that  yields 

j^   e  wul  be  above  average  in  most 

(•;.;;  P''f'^iuction  of  3,244,000  bushels 

•W  i^7?^^^  compared  with  2.424,000 

Jercp"!    c'  ^^'^^  's  an  increase  of 

*4l\  h     ^"^'^  "^  ^'"^  production  will 

%'m     "^^^'  ^^^  processing,  depend- 

|.,  "latunty  of  the  crop  and  market 

^th^         •''    ^^*    weather    has    re- 
.1  .^/^'■'^'P  in  manv  areas  and  harvest 
"^'3ter  than  usual. 


TEST    46,456    CATTLE 
DURING  PAST  MONTH 

DURING  March  46,456  cattle  were 
tested  for  Bang  disease  under  di- 
rection of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  ac- 
cording to  the  report  to  Secretary  John 
H.  Light.  Of  that  number  1,212  cattle 
were  found  to  be  infected. 

On  the  Area  plan  initial  tests  were 
conducted  on  205  herds  comprising  1,539 
cattle.  The  disease  was  found  in  18.5 
percent  of  the  herds  and  in  7.4  percent 
of  the  cattle.  Under  the  same  plan  re- 
tests  were  conducted  on  1,234  herds  com- 
prising 17,175  cattle  of  which  16.3  per- 
cent of  the  herds  and  2.3  percent  of  the 
cattle  were  found  to  be  infected. 

During  the  month  State  indemnities 
amounting  to  $37,263  and  Federal  indem- 
nities totaling  $29,587  were  paid  to  owners 
of  Bang  disease  condemned  cattle. 

During  the  month  a  total  of  57,186 
cattle  were  tested  for  tuberculosis  of 
which  only  130  cattle  were  shown  to  be 
infected.  State  indemnities  amounting  to 
?>4,794  and  Federal  indemnities  totaling 
$4,694  were  paid  to  owners  for  con- 
demned cattle. 

RECORDS  SHOW  GREAT 
DAIRYING  ADVANCES 
MADE    IN    THIS    STATE 

EXTENT  of  the  improvement  and 
efficiency  in  dairying  on  farms  in  this 
State  are  forcefully  shown  by  records  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  dating 
back  to  1867,  Secretary  John  H.  Light 
has  pointed  out.  Although  the  number  of 
cows  and  heifers  on  farms  which  are 
milked  has  been  registering  a  steady  de- 
crease over  much  of  that  period,  the 
amount  of  milk  produced  has  at  the  same 
time  been  consistently  increasing  with  the 
past  few  months  breaking  all  previous 
records.  In  the  first  year  of  record  the 
number  of  cattle  which  were  milked  is 
placed  at  670,000  and  steady  increases  are 
recorded  until  1906  when  the  all-time  high 
of  955,000  was  reached.  From  that  time 
a  decline  occurred,  the  number  fluctuat- 
ing, between  944,000  in  1907  and  916,000 
in  1919  with  a  few  years  registering  in- 
creases  over  the   previous  year. 

During  those  periods  the  number  of 
cattle  recorded  was  those  being  milked, 
but  during  the  period  since  1920  the  esti- 
mate is  of  those  kept  on  farms  for  milk 
production  and  on  the  latter  basis  the 
number  on  April  1,  1940,  was  placed  at 
840,998  which  showed  a  decline  of  ap- 
proximately 55,000  below  the  number  five 
years  previously. 

The  greater  efficiency  in  dairy  opera- 
tion is  shown  by  the  fact  that  over  the 
years  in  spite  of  decreases  in  the  number 
of  cattle  the  amount  of  milk  produced  has 
been  registering  a  steady  increase.  In 
1889  there  were  889,000  cows  being 
milked  on  farms  which  produced  a  total 
of  368,906,100  gallons  of  milk.  In  1910 
the  number  of  cows  and  heifers  kept  for 
milk  production  was  787,861,  but  the  total 
milk  production  had  reached  411,737,340 
gallons.  The  production  has  been  show- 
ing a  consistent  increase  and  the  latest 
available  figures,  which  show  the  total 
number  of  cattle  kept  for  milk  produc- 
tion on  April  1,  1940,  to  have  been  840,- 
998  record  the  total  production  for  1939 
to  have  been  an  all-time  high  of  493,- 
345.893  gallons. 

"This   trend,"    Secretary    Light    stated, 
"is  the  result  of  several  factors  resulting 
from  scientific  research,  the  incorporation 
by  the  farmer  of  the  knowledge  gained 
into  his  operations  and   his  development 
of  greater  efficiency  which  has  permitted 
agriculture  to  continue  operations  during 
most  strenuous  years  over  the  past  decade. 
Improvement   of   dairy   herds    has    made 
great  strides,  this  being  accomplished  by 
using  good  producing  stock  for  breeding 
and   through    weeding   out   the    low   pro- 
ducers.    Great    developments    have    been 
made   in   feeding   practices,   which   today 
are  a  real  science  and  play  a  most  im- 
portant part  in  production.    The  disease 
control  programs  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture    has    played    a    part    of    in- 
estimable value,  not  alone  as  a  factor  in 
cutting   down   the   terrific  and   disastrous 
losses  to  the  farmer,  but  as  a  contribu- 
tion to   the   public   health   as   \yell.    The 
improvement  shown  in  dairying  is  an  indi- 
cation of  the  general  trend  in  agriculture, 
the  constant  elTort  being  to  'produce  two 
blades   of   grass   where   one   blade   grew 
before'  and  has  been  accomplished  under 
a   system  of   free  enterprise.    These  im- 


MEAT  INSPECTION  IS 
GREATLY  INCREASED 
DEPT.  REPORT  SHOWS 

INSPECTION  of  animals  slaughtered 
for  human  consumption  and  meat  and 
meat  products  under  direction  of  the  Meat 
Hygiene  Division  of  the  Bureau  of  Ani- 
mal Industry  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, has  shown  great  increases  during 
the  past  three  years,  according  to  the  re- 
ports of  Secretary  John  H.  Light.  It  is 
shown  that  the  number  of  animals  killed 
under  inspection  and  carcasses  examined 
increased  from  1.018,416  for  the  years 
1936  through  1938  to  1,563,572  for  the 
past  three  years.  The  amount  of  meat 
examined  under  official  inspection  during 
the  past  three  years  was  nearly  double 
that  of  the  previous  three-year  period 
showing  a  total  of  106,541,183  pounds. 
This  is  also  true  of  organs  examined 
under  official  inspection,  the  total  being 
placed  at  59,159,290  pounds. 

During  the  latter  part  of  1940  the  kill- 
ing of  poultry  was  added  to  the  inspection 
service  for  the  first  time,  resulting  in 
nearly  10  million  pounds  of  poultry  hav- 
ing been  killed  under  inspection  during 
1941. 

The  report  also  shows  that  at  the  pres- 
ent time  there  are  40  slaughtering  estab- 
lishments in  this  State  operating  under 
official  inspection. 

That  the  service  is  continuing  on  a 
constantly  widening  scale  is  shown  by 
the  report  for  the  month  of  March  in 
which  it  is  shown  that  47,946  ante-mortem 
and  post-mortem  examinations  and  250 
carcasses  were  condemned.  A  total  of 
3,646,716  pounds  of  meat  and  meat  prod- 
ucts were  examined  of  which  1,349  pounds 
were  condemned.  There  were  1,931,884 
ixjunds  of  organs  examined  of  which 
160.032  pounds  were  condemned.  Exami- 
nations for  sanitation  were  made  in  718 
meat  establishments. 

"This  service  is  purely  a  public  health 
measure,"  stated  Secretary  Light  in  com- 
menting on  the  report,  "and  is  of  the 
utmost  importance.  Meats  prcxluced  under 
official  inspection  assures  the  health  of 
the  animal  to  be  slaughtered  for  human 
consumption  and  the  examination  of  meats 
and  meat  products  by  official  inspectors 
assures  the  public  of  purchasing  first 
class  products.  Through  the  purchase  of 
inspected  meats  the  public  is  availing 
itself  of  the  benefits  of  this  valuable 
service." 

SEASON  POTATO  WART 
PROGRAM  IS  STARTED 

POTATO  wart  eradication  work  by 
the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  for  this  season 
is  now  under  way  in  the  infected  areas 
which  are  now  confined  to  small  sections 
in  Cambria,  Somerset,  Clearfield,  Sulli- 
van, Luzerne,  Carbon  and  Schuylkill 
counties,  with  the  heaviest  infestation 
existing  in  Hazleton  and  the  surround- 
ing  territory. 

One  of  the  areas  in  Cambria  County 
will  be  the  only  one  to  receive  soil  treat- 
ment for  the  first  time  this  season,  the 
infestation  having  been  found  some  time 
ago  and  the  soil  having  been  prepared 
during  the  past  year  through  cultivation 
and  elimination  of  growth  to  receive  the 
treatment.  In  the  treatment  25,000  pounds 
of  copper  sulphate  will  be  used,  about 
2.000  pounds  being  applied  to  the  acre. 
Later  in  the  season  the  treated  plots  will 
be  planted  to  a  variety  of  potato  which 
is  susceptible  to  the  disease  and  the  area 
placed  under  quarantine.  The  susceptible 
variety  will  be  planted  over  a  period  of 
four  years  and  if  after  that  time  there 
is  no  evidence  of  the  disease,  the  quaran- 
tine will  be  lifted. 

HIGHER  FARM  WAGES 
FORESEEN     FOR     1942 

IN  1941  farm  wage  rates  advanced 
sharply  and  in  Pennsylvania  the  av- 
erage is  28  percent  higher  than  in  1941. 
The  level  of  farm  wage  rates  appears  to 
be  influenced,  among  other  things,  by  the 
level  of  farm  income  and  the  available 
supply  of  labor,  according  to  the  latest 
survey.  On  the  basis  of  the  income  re- 
ceived by  farmers  in  1941,  prospective 
income  in  1942,  and  probable  labor  supply 
for  this  year,  farm  wage  rates  may  aver- 
age about  20  percent  higher  in  1942  than 
in  1941. 


provements  and  developments  can  con- 
tinue only  if  the  farmer  is  unfettered 
and  not  bound  by  edicts." 


T'T/^UT' r>TMrMivTr-i    TRVTrTTTrino 


E 


'Br.  WP  I 


Eflief' 


1.2' 


ed  as 


^d-class  Matter,  Junl 


NEWS   BULLETIN 

1909,  at  the  Pott  OflSce  at  Harrisbnrg,  Pa^  under  Act  of  Congress,  June  6,  1900. 
m  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 


Harrisburp,  April  30,  1942 


No.  18 


Lm  real  estate  values  in  this  State 
IK  a  17  point  rise  from  the  low 
r'-io33  having  shown  a  gradual 
'' "!.  cince  that  period,  according  to 
^eyoftheFederal;StateCropRe. 


Service  issued   from  the    Penn- 

Departi 

l:;  100.  the  index  js^i:»ow  Pbced^  at  ^95 


■^'^'"',  Department  of  Agriculture.    On 
,(^^5  of  the  1912-14  value  represent 


lir'ania 


Kd  vith  the  1933  low  of  78  Ac- 
i? Ito  the  survey  substantial  im- 
hlt  over  1940  and  1941  is  indi- 
r  J  for  the  current  year. 
ftu  the  demand  for  farms,  while 
liat  better  than  a  year  _ago,_  will 
T  le  throu£(liout  the  year  is  vievved 
■^Jle  uncertainty,  it  is  stated.    At- 

iene^s  of    jobs    m    manufacturing 

ll  the  ban  on  rubber  tires   high  pro- 

Kon  costs  and  scarcity  of  farm  labor 

Iv  parts  of  the  State  are  pointed 

a-  important  factors  restricting  sales 

ijjrms  On  the  other  hand,  small  down 
n-mii  easv  credit  terms  and  forced 
lUal  ot  farmers  from  areas  in  which 
Lr  industries  are  being  located,  together 
frh  ^ome  demand  by  city  residents  for 
suburban  farms,  may  have  a  stab- 
lirn?  effect  on  the  market  for  farm 
M  it  is  suggested. 

I  Values  for  the  country  as  a  whole  rose 
l.vjt  seven  percent  during  the  12  months 
fell  ended  March   1,  representing  the 

joi  substantial  land  value  recovery 
|;!ice  the  depression  low  in  1933  and 
li  the  end  of  a  five-year  period  dur- 

:  which  the  national  average  was  prac- 
rjv  unchanged.  The  preliminary  in- 
bx  ill  average  per  acre  values  reported 
Erch  1  was  91,  compared  with  85  a 
Far  earlier  and  84  on  that  date  in  1940. 
t  r  the  country  as  a  wiiole  values  have 
Iw  reached  a  level  that  is  nine  percent 
W  the  pre-World   War    1    base,    al- 

\::;^h  in  21  states  values  are  now  above 

:  base  average. 

I  Although  the  value  tendency  is  upward, 
t-ibuted  in  large  part  to  higher  cur- 
I:;  commodity  prices  and  to  larger  cash 
p  income,  many  farmers  recall  the 
pus  consequences  of  the  high  land 
rk  levels  reached  during  and  imme- 
pdy  t'cllowing  the  last  war  and  are 
Id  to  be  using  caution  in  regard  to 
Ti'iie  responses  to  war-time  prices. 

NEW  AREAS  ADDED  IN 
BEETLE    QUARANTINE 

I  RECENT  revision   of   the   Federal 

II  Japanese  Beetle  Quarantine  made 
pt  changes  in  the  regulations  in  Penn- 
l^lvania,  Secretary  John  H.  Light  of 
p  Department  of  Agriculture  has  an- 
raced.  The  quarantined  area  was  ex- 
ffflW  to  include  the  City  of  Meadville 
F'  Crawford  County  where  numerous 
I'tttles  were  collected  during  the  beetle 
Im  of  1941.  In  the  southeastern 
|r':ntr  of  the  State  an  area  known  as 
I'neneral  or  heavy  infested  district  was 

™rge(l  to  include  the  following  areas  : 
';w  Mount   Bethel,    Allen,    and    East 

Jjien  townships  in  Northampton  County ; 
7  White  Hall  in  Lehigh  County; 
eielherg,  and  Lower  Heidelberg  in 
[''^  Uunty ;  the  townships  of   Upper 

•C^"\the  boroughs  of  Lemovne,  and 
hamcsburg  in   Cumberland    County; 

ISn^      •  and  Springersbury  in  York 

't  ^\^^   ""oott'd    cuttings    and    fresh 
_^!-e  have  been  added   to  the   list  of 

s'ern  ^"'f^'^^'  Restrictions  on  the 
>'j  f"*  "(  <^ut  flowers  are  now  con- 
. J  w  shipments  moving  from  the 
I  J  or  general  infested  area.  In  this 
KebK!  -^^  movement  of  fruits  and 
i  ht  '  "•  ?''o  restricted.  Fruits  and 
2n  ""'^"^  the  area  of  general  in- 
^■^J'JJ  must  be  certified  for  movement 
■■trur?  ^j"*,^'""^^""^  in  carload  lots 
'^ir  T  tu  '^etwee"  Ju"e  15  and 
l^fnent    f  restrictions    on    the 

Wl^«  l^^"t  flowers  extends  from 
i    t^  .October  15. 

•%v  onT*'""'  on  the   movement   of 
h  \.^^^^^  !:!niain  the  same  as  in  pre- 

''"le'ouar.n.      ,  '■est'"'ction  applies  to 
quarantined  area  of  the  State. 

I  Spinach  Acreage 

djw^^f    P'^"ted    to    spinach    in 

Nprelimin      '^  ^^^^   was  2,000  acres 

H^rV  '^P°''*s  place  it  at  2,200 

Kls  tn  tu      ^'^1^  last  year  was  310 

■J^arare^fn'K   l"^  indicated  yields 
are  330  bushels  to  the  acre. 


ANOTHER  REDUCTION 
FOR  PA.  WHEAT  CROP 

INDICATIONS  on  April  1  pointed  to 
a  Pennsylvania  wheat  crop  this  year 
of  15,900,000  bushels  compared  with  16,- 
712,000  bushels  last  year,  according  to 
the  reports  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, issued  by  Secretary  John  H. 
Light.  The  production  compares  with 
an  average  of  19,229,000  bushels  for  the 
years  from  1930  to  1939.  The  indicated 
yield  is  20  bushels  per  acre  compared 
with  20.5  bushels  last  year  and  the  1930- 
39  average  of  19.2  bushels. 

No  estimates  are  yet  available  for  the 
production  of  rye  but  the  condition  of 
growth  on  April  1  indicated  it  to  be  87 
per  cent  of  normal  compared  with  83 
percent  on  the  similar  date  last  year  and 
the  1930-39  average  of  78  percent.  The 
condition  of  pastures  is  reported  to  have 
been  83  percent  compared  with  81  percent 
last  year  and  the  10-year  average  of  78 
percent. 

Although  during  the  season  as  a  whole 
there  was  not  much  snow  protection  for 
the  Fall-sown  grain  crops,  reports  show 
that  there  was  a  coverage  during  the 
periods  of  the  most  severe  temperatures 
which  brought  the  stands  through  the 
Winter  in  above  average  condition. 

ONLY  SLIGHT  CHANGE 
IN  STOCKS  OF  GRAIN 
ON  FARMS  IN  PENNA. 

THERE  is  not  much  variance  in  the 
percentage  of  the  principal  grain 
stocks  on  farms  of  this  State  on  April  1 
from  that  on  the  similar  date  last  year 
according  to  Department  of  Agriculture 
reports  issued  by  Secretary  John  H. 
Light.  The  report  shows  that  on  that 
date  stocks  of  corn  on  farms  amounted 
to  17,866.000  bushels  or  42  percent  of 
the  previous  vear's  crop,  compared  with 
17,281,000  bushels  on  April  1,  1941  which 
was  also  42  percent  of  the  1940  crop. 
This  total  compares  with  the  yearly  aver- 
age from  1930  to  1939  of  16.245,000 
bushels  or  an  average  of  40.5  percent  of 
the    previous   year's    crop. 

Stocks  of  wheat  show  a  slight  decline, 
the  amount  on  farms  being  placed  at 
3,717,000  Inishels  or  22  percent  of  the 
1941  crop  compared  with  4,065,000 
bushels  on  April  1  last  year,  or  23  per- 
cent of  the  1940  crop.  This  compares 
with  the  10-year  average  of  4,064,000 
bushels  or  21.1  percent  of  the  crop  of 
previous  years. 

There  is  also  some  decline  in  the  stocks 
of  oats  on  farms,  the  total  being  11.- 
484.000  bushels  or  38  percent  of  the  1941 
crop,  compared  with  11,788.000  bushels 
on  April  1  last  year,  or  40  percent  of 
the  previous  year's  crop.  The  10-year 
average  was  10,447,000  bushels  or  an 
average  of  39.9  percent  of  the  previous 
year's  crop. 

It  is  pointed  out.  however,  that  al- 
though there  is  only  slight  variance  from 
last  year  in  the  amount  of  stocks  on 
farms,  the  situation  differs  from  that 
of  the  similar  period  last  year  in  that 
farmers  have  increased  the  number  of 
cattle  to  be  fed  and  are  also  feeding 
heavier  for  milk  production  than  in  the 
past.  In  spite  of  the  heavy  rate  of  feed- 
ing livestock,  grain  stocks  are  considered 
to  be  relatively  large. 

According  to  the  last  survey  Pennsyl- 
vania grain  fields  planted  last  Fall  are 
showing  promise  of  producing  good  crops 
this  season.  However,  because  of  prices 
of  feeds  having  advanced  out  of  propor- 
tion to  the  prices  received  for  dairy  and 
poultry  products,  reports  indicate  that 
some  farmers  already  have  reduced  or 
are  planning  to  reduce  their  herds  and 
poultry   flocks. 

CONTAMINATED  SOILS 
CAUSE   SHEEP   LOSSES 

FARMERS  are  urged  by  the  Bureau 
of  Animal  Industry  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  to  take  every  pre- 
caution against  the  stomach  worm  in 
sheep  which  is  a  cause  of  great  losses. 
Since  the  infestation  is  usually  acquired 
from  contaminated  pastures  and  some- 
times from  contaminated  water  and  feed, 
it  is  urged  that  wet,  low  pastures  not  be 
used  as  grazing  lands  and  avoid  the  con- 
tinuous use  of  the  same  pastures  for 
successive  groups  of  sheep  as  vacated 
pastures  lose  a  large  part  of  their  con- 
tamination during  one  year  if  not  in  use. 
It  is  also  urged  that  ewes  and  lambs  be 
separated  after  weaning  and  to  give  the 
cleanest  pastures  to  the  lambs. 


ALL  RECORDS  BROKEN 
DURING  PAST  SEASON 
BY  GRADING  SERVICE 

GRADING  of  fruit  and  vegetable 
crops  for  canning  under  the  pro- 
gram of  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  showed  tremendous  increases 
last  year,  registering  a  new  high  mark 
for  the  15  years  of  the  operation  of  that 
service,  according  to  reports  of  Secre- 
tary John  H.  Light.  During  the  past 
Summer  and  Fall  seasons  312,405,000 
pounds  of  canning  crops  were  graded  by 
State  licensed  inspectors  which  was  an 
increase  of  50  percent  over  the  volume 
graded  during  the  1940  season  and  43 
million  pounds  above  1939,  the  previous 
record   year. 

Inspection  of  tomatoes  for  canning 
which  reached  the  new  high  mark  of  149 
million  pounds,  accounted  for  nearly 
half  of  the  total  volume.  Apples  in- 
spected were  second  on  the  list  in  volume, 
the  total  having  reached  nearly  107  mil- 
lion pounds  which  was  also  a  new  record, 
the  previous  high  mark  having  been 
more  than  78  million  pounds  in  1939. 
Other  crops  to  set  new  high  marks  the 
past  season  were  berries,  cherries,  corn, 
peas,  plums  and  snap  beans. 

The  department  has  issued  a  report  of 
the  cannery  inspection  program  covering 
the  1941  season  which  gives  comparisons 
with  previous  years,  acreages  planted  to 
the  various  crops,  yields,  prices  and 
grades  of  leading  cannery  crops.  Copies 
of  the  report  are  available  upon  request 
to  the  Bureau  of  Markets,  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Harrisburg. 

The  grading  program  has  greatly  aided 
Pennsylvania  growers  and  canneries  in 
furnishing  a  fair  basis  for  both  buying 
and  selling  of  products.  Growers  of  high 
quality  products  are  assured  of  premium 
returns,  each  grower  being  compensated 
according  to  the  quality  of  his  products. 
At  the  same  time  canners  benefit  by  in- 
creased demands  as  a  result  of  the  public 
being  assured  of  receiving  definitely  es- 
tablished quality  in  the  finished  product. 

In  commenting  upon  the  report  Secre- 
tary Light  stated  that  "the  phenomenal 
growth  of  grading  products  demonstrates 
the  value  of  an  unbiased  State  service  to 
assist  growers  and  canners  in  official 
grading  which  has  resulted  in  greatly  in- 
creased acreages  in  cash  crops  for 
farmers  and  expanded  cannery  plant 
capacities.  The  fact  that  Pennsylvania 
has  now  become  one  of  the  leading 
cannery  states  of  the  country  testifies  to 
the  worth  of  this  service  and  its  factor 
in  the  development  of  fruit  and  vegetable 
production   in  this   State." 

PULLET  ENGAGES  IN 
ALL-OUT  PRODUCTION 

A  BARRED  Plymouth  Rock  pullet 
in  the  Pennsylvania  Official  Egg 
Laying  Test  conducted  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  is  meeting  the 
challenge  for  war  production  by  regis- 
tering an  outstanding  record,  having  pro- 
duced an  egg  on  each  of  76  consecutive 
days  to  date  and  still  going.  The  eggs 
have  averaged  above  24  ounces  per  dozen, 
the  standard  weight.  The  total  produc- 
tion of  the  pullet  is  154  eggs  for  the  196 
days  of  the  current  test. 

Records  show  that  50  days  of  consecu- 
tive egg  production  is  an  unusual  rate  of 
lay.  the  general  cycle  being  four  days  of 
consecutive  production,  skip  a  day ;  three 
consecutive  days  of  production,  skip  a 
day ;  two  days  of  consecutive  production, 
skip  a  day  and  then  reverting  to  the  be- 
ginning of  the  cycle. 

MILK  PRODUCTION  IS 
BREAKING    RECORDS 

MORE  milk  was  produced  on  United 
States  farms  on  April  1  this  year 
than  has  been  previously  recorded  for 
that  date.  Milk  production  per  cow  on 
April  1,  while  only  slightly  greater  than 
a  year  ago,  was  record  high  for  the  date. 
Egg  production  on  April  1  averaged  57.6 
eggs  per  100  layers.  This  was  exceeded 
only  by  the  record  April  1  high  of  57.9 
eggs  in  1938.  The  aggregate  of  the  first 
of  the  month  layings  from  January  to 
April,  inclusive,  is  the  largest  of  record. 

Barley  Production 

In  value  of  the  crop,  Pennsylvania 
ranks  10th  among  all  the  states  in  barley 
production.  The  value  last  year  was 
$2,241,000. 
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PENNA.  R^ 

Reading 

HONEY     PR^ 

LuE  honcv  bees  are  now  bus.ly  en- 
Ced  in  preparations  for  the  produc- 
Vitliis  season's  honey  crop,^  gathering 


rf  and  other  early  blooming  flowers 
rfare  used  for  sustaining  the  older 
I    and  the  rearing  of  the  young  and 


hnildine  "f  cnmbs  to  be  in  readiness 
he  production  later  in  the  season  of 
■  Lev  which  is  gathered  for  human 
'    motion  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Indus- 
'"If  the  Department    of    Agriculture 

Cnahania  ranks  among  the  five 
fcig  states  in  the  number  of  colonies. 
|r!-.  majority  of   beekeepers   keep    from 

.'■,0  Ifl  colonics  of  bees,  but  the  com- 
'^•cial  beekeeper  must  maintain  200  or 
/„  cfi'on'es  to  produce  ?.  sufficient  crop 
r  profitable  returns.  The  largest  bee- 
LJrs  in  this  State  own  from  300  to 
ho  colonies.  , 

Jhe  process  of  honey  production  which 
.,.  ppver  been  duplicated  by  artificial 
Us  is  an  interesting  one,  the  Bureau 
Ints  out.  The  bees  gather  the  nectar 
Vt&  the  flowers  and  carry  it  to  their 
t'ts  in  their  honey  sacs  which  are  sepa- 
\f  from  the  stomachs.    They  make  six 

fiiht  trips  a  day  and  many  gleaners 
ifnfcessary  to  carry  in  a  crop  of  honey. 
It  mouth  and  legs  are  specially  formed 
I-:  extractin.tr  nectar  from  the  flowers, 
ping  wax  cells,  feeding  the  young  and 

lectiuR  the  hive  from  intruders.    Even 

;  hairs   on    the    body    and    legs    are 

."fiped  with  spines  to   hold   pollen   for 

:  in  feeding  the  young  bees.   The  honey 

flies  Ion?  distances  with  a   full   load 

\\'m  and  p<dlen  and  becomes  worn 

:!na  few  weeks  time  during  the  honey 
t''erinpf  season. 

'lie  thin  nectar  gathered  by  the  bees 
]V''pd  in  the  honeycomb  and  the 
[-5  water  is  evaporated  by  the  worker 
which  keep  up  a  constant  fanning 
^•'^^  their  winps  driving  out  the  moisture 

•n  air  which  is  replaced  by  drier  air 
[:  the    outside.     After     a     sufficient 

.nt  of  moisture  is  driven  off  the 
b  is  capped  by  the  bees  and  ready 
r  'jse. 

r.  colony  cannot  produce  a  surplus  for 
Ifjwner  unless  there  are  from  50.000 
yfOOO  bees  in  the  hive.  A  queen  is 
p!e  nf  laying  several  thousand  eggs 
[5.  which  i)ermits  of  a  heavy  build-up 

■ve population.  A  considerable  amount 
^'iiey  and  i)<)llcii  is  utilized  by  the 
*';!'  build  np  to  the  required  strength. 
'•'Ci  a  Rreat  deal  more  honey  is  con- 
_^'i  by  the  colony  to  maintain  itself 
P^cathered  for  human  consumption, 
\M<t\  used  in  the  earlv   season  for 

"y maintenance  is  not  of"  high  quality 

'table  use. 

Ij'me  bees  reared  during  April  and 
Ji'^^il  be  honey  gathering  bees  in 
j^-andit  ,s  therefore  urged  that  con- 
g  permit  the  queens  to  lav  the  re- 
-w  number  of  eggs  to  assure  the 
^^  number  of  worker  bees  for 
JT-  ^•'^'.'^^•■'nff  season.  Combs 
r'^  he  exammed  and  those  with  ex- 
Suf  '"''''  ""t-'noved  and  replaced 
(4^  ^^'"^'^s  or  full  sheets  of 
r.!"'    ^""^'^^    ^»i«"J^l    be    straight 

r^'»thc  brood  nest. 
;;;/">?Sested    that    everv    effort    be 
■  ;  produce  honey  crop  since  honev 
^^^^"'^^t.tute    for    sugar     for     every 

IjNY  CANNED  GOODS 
'^^  RESTRICTED    LIST 

j.^^-  ■•I^  mushrooms  are  taboo  under 

J   regulations,    tin    cans    not 

.able  for  that  product,  aco^rd- 

.    n  ormation  received  bv   the   De- 

'  '»  ARHculture,    In  addition  to 

f^:  baked   beans,    spaghetti,    ix)- 

. .  soaked  lima  beans  and  corn. 

h>r,M  !,    ^  ""mber  of  other  prod- 

N  tVr     u''?^'''^^^^  ''St  of  canned 

h'trl    I  '•     ^^"s  ^^n\\o\  be  used 

'^''^rv(  t1"  which  are  designed 

'^^  ^^'-  *^^   Berks-Lehigh 
^'tabli.i,  iT    J"'^*^    cannerv    which 

I  ^^"^h  met    '1^''''"  *^"  >'^^'"'^  ^Ko 
,  , '^i  wuh  outstanding  success 

/"^   operated    because    of    the 
l^  Pen    T"'^  cans. 
■    Dn«i/^"'^   mushroom    canning 
'  the  T^l  .approximately    four- 


PLAN    BIG    INCREASE 
IN  TOMATO  ACREAGE 

AN  increase  of  25  percent  in  the  acre- 
age to  be  planted  by  Pennsylvania 
farmers  to  tomatoes  for  canneries  over 
that  of  last  year  is  indicated  in  reports 
to  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture 
according  to  Secretary  John  H.  Light. 
The  acreage  last  year  was  20,400,  Indi- 
cated plantings  for  this  year  will  comprise 
26,400  acres. 

This  great  increase  is  the  answer  of 
the  Pennsylvania  farmer  to  the  request 
for  increased  production  of  food  for  can- 
ning which  is  an  important  part  of  the 
war  effort  and  is  being  planned  in  the 
face  of  farm  labor  shortages  which  may 
cause  considerable  concern  during  the 
harvest  season. 

Setting  of  plants  will  be  begun  about 
the  second  week  in  May.  The  leading 
to*r«at'^  producing  counties  are  Bucks, 
Berks,  Lancaster,  Lebanon,  Adams, 
Franklin,  York,  Cumberland,  Columbia, 
Union,  Lycoming,  Erie,  Montour,  Mifflin, 
Juniata.  Chester  and  Schuylkill. 

Secretary  Light  stated  that  about  90 
percent  of  the  entire  tomato  production 
will  be  purchased  by  the  canneries  on  the 
basis  of  official  grades  under  Federal- 
State  inspection  supervised  by  the  Bureau 
of  Markets  of  the  State  Department  of 
Agriculture, 

CONTROL  OF  DISEASE 
IN  PLANTS  IS  VITAL 
DEPARTMENT  SERVICE 

IMPORTANCE  of  the  program  of 
control  of  plant  diseases  and  the  great 
growth  and  advancement  of  that  service 
over  the  past  few  years  are  impelling 
factors  in  a  report  of  Secretary  John  H. 
Light  of  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  which  shows  the  progress  of 
the  activities  of  the  various  bureaus 
of  that  department. 

Control  of  plant  diseases,  operated  by 
the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  covers  a 
wide  range  of  activities  and  the  intensity 
with  which  the  programs  are  promoted 
has  in  several  instances  held  in  check 
conditions  which  could  easily  have  be- 
come disastrous. 

Notable  in  this  respect,  it  is  pointed 
out,  is  the  Gypsy  Moth  Control  program 
through  which  this  disastrous  pest  has 
been  prevented  from  extending  its  ravages 
beyond  the  area  in  which  it  was  originally 
found  in  this  State,  This  has  been  pos- 
sible only  through  the  most  intensive 
efforts  executed  under  a  well-directed 
program. 

As  stated  by  Secretary  Light,  "Control 
of  the  Gypsy  Moth  is  not  alone  a  Penn- 
sylvania problem  as  it  prevails  to  a  far 
greater  extent  in  the  New  England  states 
where  the  damage  annually  runs  into  the 
millions  of  dollars.  Spread  of  the  gypsy 
moth  beyond  the  barriers  established 
under  the  control  program  is  a  constant 
menace." 

Facing  these  conditions  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  instituted  a  plan  of  en- 
listing the  cooperation*  of  a  number  of 
states  under  which  this  far-reaching 
problem  and  danger  will  be  presented  to 
Congress  with  all  possible  data,  facts  and 
statistics  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
Federal  appropriations  for  combatting 
more  intensively  this  destructive  pest  and 
preventing  its  breaking  through  the  pres- 
ent barrier  zone  to  implant  itself  over 
other  areas  from  which  its  spread  could 
be  rapid  and  exceedingly  disastrous. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  gypsy 
moth  control  program  is  carried  out  with 
WPA  labor,  the  procuring  of  which 
under  assignment  by  that  Federal  Bureau 
is  uncertain  and  has  been  over  the  past 
year  increasingly  difficult.  "It  can,  there- 
fore, be  seen,"  stated  Secretary  Light, 
"that  this  vital  work  must  be  placed  upon 
a  more  definite  basis  since  a  let-up  in 
effort  may  result  in  a  break  by  the  moth 
which  could  soon  be  beyond  control.  But 
this  effort  is  not  the  responsibility  of  any 
one  state." 

During  the  past  three  years,  according 
to  the  report,  under  the  Pennsylvania  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  gypsy  moth  pro- 
gram, 339.054  acres  of  land  were  scouted ; 
394,823  egg  clusters  were  destroyed ; 
106,115  shipments  of  materials  from  in- 
fested areas  were  quarantined ;  6,088  acres 
were  sprayed;  7,961  residential  properties 
in  the  affected  areas  were  sprayed ;  4,543 
isolated  trees  in  those  areas  were  sprayed, 
and  393.428  larvae  and  pupae  were 
<lcstroyed. 


RECORD  LEVELS  ARE 
BEING  CONTINUED  IN 
PRODUCTION  OF  EGGS 

EGG  production  on  Pennsylvania  farms 
continues  the  upward  trend,  accord- 
ing to  reports  of  the  Federal-State  Crop 
Reporting  Service  issued  from  the  State 
Department  of  Agriculture,  having 
reached  the  third  highest  mark  in  pro- 
duction per  layer  on  record  for  April  1 
and  shattering  total  production  records 
for  the  past  four  years  during  which 
those  records  have  been  compiled.  March 
production  was  14  percent  more  than  that 
during  March  of  last  year.  War  produc- 
tion goals  set  for  this  State  call  for  a 
nine  percent  increase  this  year  over  194L 
During  the  first  quarter  of  this  year  pro- 
duction for  the  State  was  slightly  better 
than  12  percent  greater  than  during  the 
first  quarter  of  1941, 

Throughout  the  country  as  a  whole 
egg  production  established  a  new  high 
record  for  the  month.  The  number  of 
layers  in  farm  flocks  April  1  was  at  peak 
levels  and  the  average  rate  of  lay  per 
hen  also  reached  a  new  high  March  rec- 
ord. Production  of  eggs  in  the  first 
quarter  of  this  year  was  16  percent 
greater  than  during  that  period  last  year. 
The  output  of  chicks  by  commercial 
hatcheries  during  March  was  also  the 
largest  on  record. 

In  Pennsylvania  there  was  an  increase 
from  14,246.000  layers  on  farms  in  March 
1941.  to  15,750.000  in  that  month  this 
year,  the  total  ^^%  production  being  given 
as  261  million  eggs  for  the  month  com- 
pared with  229  million  eggs  in  that  month 
last  vear.  The  monthly  number  of  eggs 
per  layer  rose  from  16.1  a  year  ago  to 
16.6  in  March  this  year. 

The  steady  rise  in  feed  costs  in  this 
State  which  began  last  March  is  said  to 
have  been  interrupted.  However,  because 
of  the  decline  in  egg  prices,  the  number 
of  eggs  necessary  to  equal  in  value  the 
cost  of  100  pounds  of  feed  has  been  in- 
creasing and  for  March  was  approxi- 
mately 104  eggs  compared  with  95  eggs 
in  February. 

Because  of  a  much  earlier  hatch  this 
year,  the  number  of  young  chickens  on 
the  Nation's  farms  April  1  was  16  per- 
cent  more   than   on   that   date   last   year. 
This  may  not  indicate  the  probable  size 
of  the  1942  crop  because  last  year's  hatch- 
ing season  was  unusually  long,  extending 
into    June.     If    feed    prices    should    rise 
faster   than  chicken  and  egg  prices,  the 
demand  for  chicks  will  decrease  and  the 
hatching  season  will  end  earlier  this  year. 
The  production  of  commercially  hatched 
chicks  for  the  first  three  months  of  the 
year  shows  an  increase  of  19  percent  over 
the  output  of  the  same  period  last  year. 
Much   of   the   March   increase   in   chicks 
hatched  was  for  egg  laying  purposes.    In 
certain  commercial  areas,  the  demand  for 
chicks   for  broilers  and   fryers  has  been 
slow  since  the  first  of   the  year.    Some 
hatcheries  in  the  large  commercial  broiler 
areas    in    the    East    averaged   40   percent 
fewer  chicks  hatched  in  March  this  year 
than    last.    With    emphasis   being   placed 
on    egg    production    this    year,    hatchery 
operators  for  the  country  as  a  whole  re- 
ported a  slight  gain  in  the  proportion  of 
light  breeds  compared  with  last  year.   The 
big  question  before  the  hatchery  industrv 
now   is    whether   the   present   strong  de- 
mand for  chicks  will  continue  into  May 
and   June,    Orders   on   April    1    were  41 
percent    larger    than    on    the    same    date 
last  year. 

CANNERS  WILL  MEET 
INCREASED  DEMANDS 

PENNSYLVANIA  canners  have  com- 
pleted plans  to  meet  all  requests  for 
increased  supplies  of  canned  goods  for 
war  purposes  if  production  goals  are  met, 
according  to  reports  to  the  Department 
of  .Agriculture.  This  assurance  is  made 
possible  through  additions  to  canneries 
and  facilities  and  extensions  to  the  can- 
ning lines. 

The  canners  have  reported  success  in 
contracting  for  the  required  acreage  of 
peas  and  tomatoes  for  meeting  the  re- 
c|uests  for  war  needs,  both  of  which  show 
large  increases  over  any  previous  year. 
The  greater  number  of  acres  have  been 
procured  by  contracting  with  a  larger 
number  of  growers  rather  than  the  regu- 
lar growers  having  increased  their  acre- 
ages. The  regular  growers  generally 
were  fearful  to  plan  for  increases  be- 
cause of  the  uncertain  farm  labor 
"situation. 
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LrcrFSSlTY   of    controhmg    garden 

'^''^     ts  if  a»y  degree  of  success  is 

lined  in  tlie  vegetable  garden  is 


I  insects 
[katta 


Csed  by  the   Bureau   of   Plant 
\i  tlir  Department  of  Agricul- 


of  the  Department  ,  ^  ^. 
f  is  pointed  out  that  unless  this 
^  \{  gardening  receives  careful  at- 
^  manv  of  the  persons  who  have 
r^y Victory  Garden  effort  will  meet 

,  disappointment. 

fr.ntrol  of  insects  should  begin  shortly 

he  plants  are  through  the  ground 

tinted  out  by  the  Bureau  specialists. 

nploy  two   methods   of   attack, 


..pointed  out 

Lts  employ   — "     -  -  .X.     t     r         r      ' 

1  eating  a  part  of  the  leaf  surface 

k  other  by  sucking  the  juice  from 

I  nart  of  the  plant.    Those  chewing 

f/oart  of  the  plant  and  swallowing 


La  part  ot  tne  piaiu  <xuu  awrtuuwuiK 
fdude  the  Mexican  bean  beetle,  potato 
U  cutworms,  grasshoppers,  flea 
U^  and  the  cucumber  beetle.    Notori- 


.  jmong  the  sucking  insects  are  plant 
E  and  scale  insects. 

Ilo  control  the  chewers  some  poison  is 
Lily  applied  to  the  plant.  Arsenate  of 
L  pjrjs  green  and  magnesium  arsenate 
[;  successfully  used  in  many  cases,  but 
L  have  a  detrimental  effect  upon  the 
Eia?e  of  some  garden  crops,  of  which 
b  foliage  is  an  example.  Magnesium 
kifnate.  however,  when  well  applied, 
[ctrols  the  bean  beetle  and  does  not 
ka?e  the  plant.  Tobacco  extracts  have 
JKbcen  recognized  as  the  most  satis- 
fon-  materials  for  the  control  of  the 
tiiing  insects. 

\:  recent  years  two  materials  of  much 
till  have  been  developed.    One  is  made 

:  the  finely  divided  flower   heads  of 
|;'ant  belonging  to  the  chrysanthemum 

:ly  and  is  known  as  pyrethrum.    The 

:'  iv  made  from  the  roots  of  certain 
plants  including  derris  and  cube. 
I  nots  contain  a  substance  known  as 
leone.  Both  these  materials  kill  some 
liin?  and  sucking  insects  when  used 
]:irected  but  are  not  harmful  to  animals 

■jmans.   For  this  reason  pyrethrum, 
rr  nc  and  tobacco  extracts  are  favored 

:arden  use. 

I^ice  the  materials  are  sold  under  trade 
p.  it  is  urged  that  assurance  be  had 
:he  mixture  purchased   contains   at 
V  three-fourths    of    one    percent    of 
f^ne.  This  dust  is  effective   in  con- 
x  cucumber.  Japanese  and  flea  bee- 
cabbage  worms    and    certain    plant 
It  should  not  contain   arsenic   but 
c  ntain  dusting  sulphur.    Pyrethrum 
|^»1  to  control  certain  cabbage  worms 
choppers  but  sunlight  soon  causes 
;l«its  killing  power. 
'foment  should  be  given  as  soon  as 
^■e  detected  and  it  is  well  to  spray 
cautionary  measure.   Early  action 
tlie  bean  beetles  before  they  can 
'eggs.    Magnesium  arsenate  or 
J      aj  a  dust  or  spray  are  effective, 
'  dust  of  one  percent  strength  is 
agamst  the  flea  beetles   on   to- 
t^nd  potato  plants.    Bordeaux  spray 
.  t*  ettectively  used  as  a  combination 
w  plant  disease  and  insect  control. 

Ij^T  49,824  CATTLE 
[[OR  BANG  DISEASE 

tt- !i?  ^?  ^^"^  disease  during  April 

k  n!  ^"""^a"  of  Animal    Industry 

I'ft"'?''"^  of  Agriculture,   cov- 

.;,«•' herds  comprising  49.824  cattle, 

'H  T- .  ^^^^""eports    to    Secretary 

r*v,  K.  •  '/^^  ^^   2.7   percent    were 
,    t)e  mfe,ted.    Infection  in  herds 

■'  percent. 

:;"^the  tests  made  during  the  past 

So,""'  now  73.435  herds  com- 

Wr  .f"'  approximately  half  the 

^.^<?  K    cattle  in  this  State,  under 

J^y   the    Department    in    the 

„/5se  control  program. 

■p^'lXT;i«    ^*'!f    '"^f"i"ities 
"''ne  \c^  \a  1  n-Jn .,  condemned    cattle 
tMrt.i^^^,?-76  and  Federal  in- 
'^'taled  $30,963. 

Prod 

/  Jw  T  ^^^Pennsylvania  Official 

•oration  If  ll  *^^  ^^  w^^'^s  of 

1*^1  Drnri;  !•  ^-^^  percent,  bringing 

'  ^'f  H  in"^^  ^Sgs  of  an  average 

P  nu^i:,  ''T''''  P"  ^°^^"-    The 
I       'oer  of  eggs   per    bird    was 


'"'^tion  66.59  Percent 


Harrisburg,    May  14,  1942 


APIARY  INSPECTION 
FOR  THIS  SEASON  TO 
COVER   25   COUNTIES 

APIARY  inspection  for  this  season  was 
begun  the  first  week  in  May  by  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  which  will  bring  to 
completion  the  three-year  program  in- 
augurated by  Secretary  John  H.  Light, 
under  which  the  entire  State  will  under- 
go complete  inspection  every  three  years. 
Previously  the  work  was  done  without 
a  well  defined  program  which  resulted  in 
some  sections  of  the  State  not  having  in- 
spections for  periods  of  from  five  to  six 
years. 

Under  the  new  program  the  State  is 
divided  into  three  areas,  each  of  which 
undergoes  inspection  each  year.  The  first 
operations  this  season  involve  follow-up 
work  to  check  upon  cases  in  the  area  in- 
spected last  year  which  were  ordered  to 
make  changes  to  learn  if  the  changes 
have  been  made.  In  many  instances  the 
beekeeper  has  notified  the  Bureau  that 
orders  given  at  that  time  have  been 
complied  with. 

This  season's  inspection  will  cover  the 
Eastern  section  of  the  State  comprising 
25  counties.  Three  of  the  counties  in  the 
area  were  inspected  last  year  with  funds 
provided  by  the  County  Commissioners 
of  those  counties  but  they  will  be  in- 
cluded in  the  Bureau  inspection  this  year. 
They  are  Montgomery,  Lehigh  and 
Columbia.  In  the  entire  area  there  are 
approximately  8,000  apiaries  comprising 
60,000  colonies  of  bees. 

Inspections  are  made  for  disease  and 
types  of  hives,  it  being  pointed  out  that 
box  hives  and  all  hives  from  which 
frames  cannot  be  removed  to  permit  in- 
spection are  illegal. 

The  counties  to  be  inspected  are  Brad- 
ford, Sullivan,  Susquehanna,  Wayne, 
Wyoming,  Lackawanna,  Pike,  Northum- 
berland, Montour,  Columbia,  Luzerne, 
Carbon,  Monroe,  Dauphin,  Lebanon, 
Schuylkill,  Berks,  Lehigh,  Northampton, 
Lancaster,  Chester,  Montgomery,  Bucks, 
Delaware  and  Philadelphia. 

MILK  PRODUCTION  IS 
BEING  MAINTAINED 
AT    RECORD    LEVELS 

MILK  production   in   Pennsylvania  is 
continuing  at  the  high   rate  estab- 
lished as  the  result  of  requests  for  more 
dairy  products  for  the  war  effort,  accord- 
ing to  reports  of  the  Federal-State  Crop 
Reporting    Service    issued    by    Secretary 
John  H.  Light  of  the  State  Department 
of  Agriculture.    During  March  the  aver- 
age   production    per    cow    in    this    State 
reached  a  new  high  record  for  the  fourth 
consecutive   month   and   on   April    1    was 
19  pounds.    That  farmers  are  continuing 
the  effort  for  greater  production  is  indi- 
cated by  the  reports  which  show  no  re- 
duction in  the  feeding  of  grain  and  con- 
centrates.   The  outlook  for  high  produc- 
tion is  good  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
condition  of  pastures  for  the  State  as  a 
whole  at  the  beginning  of  the  month  was 
83    percent    of    normal    which    was   even 
better  than  the  excellent  start  made  last 
year  when  the  season  was  most  favorable. 
Feed  prices  remained  steady  during  the 
month  and   supplies  of   grains  on   farms 
on   April    1    was  only   slightly   less   than 
those  on   the   similar  date   last  year  but 
would    probably    show    a    less    favorable 
comparison  if  made  on  an  animal  feed- 
consuming  unit  basis.    The  disappearance 
of  grain  stocks  on  farms  has  been  three 
percent  more  in  the  first  quarter  of  1942 
than  in  1941,  due  to  higher  rates  of  feed- 
ing and  the  greater  numbers  of  livestock 
on  farms. 

Milk  production  throughout  the  country 
during  March  also  continued  at  the  high 
rate,  showing  four  percent  over  a  year 
earlier  and  continuing  at  about  the  same 
high  level  as  in  recent  months  compared 
with  the  corresponding  periods  of  last 
year.  Increased  numbers  of  milk  cows 
on  farms,  together  with  milk  weather  in 
most  of  the  country  and  heavier  than 
usual  feeding  of  grain  and  concentrates 
contributed  to  the  maintenance  of  the  high 
production  level. 

Production  of  evaporated  milk  and 
cheese  continue  at  high  levels  and  the 
output  of  dry  skim  milk  is  also  greater 
than  last  year.  Butter  production  is  still 
about  eight  to  10  percent  below  last  year's 
figures. 
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SEED  CERTIFICATION 
REACHES  HIGH  MARK 
DURING  PAST  SEASON 

EXTENSION  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  over  the  past  three  years 
of  the  seed  certification  service  which  is 
operated  by  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry, 
has  reached  unprecedented  levels  accord- 
ing to  a  report  issued  by  Secretary  John 
H.  Light  in  which  it  is  declared  that  the 
wider  development  of  this  service  assures 
progressive  improvement  in  the  field  crops 
of  this  State. 

Among  the  noteworthy  advancements 
IS  that  made  in  the  certification  of  seed 
potatoes  which  has  been  a  great  factor 
in  Pennsylvania  having  attained  an  im- 
portant position  as  a  potato  growing 
State.  The  extent  of  the  growth  of  certi- 
fication of  that  crop  is  shown  in  the  re- 
port which  lists  a  total  of  238  growers 
having  entered  their  crops  for  certifica- 
tion during  the  three  years  from  1936 
to  1938  compared  with  369  growers  dur- 
ing the  following  three-year  period.  The 
crops  of  171  growers  passed  the  inspec- 
tion during  the  first  period  compared 
with  229  growers  having  qualified  during 
the  latter  period,  indicating  great  im- 
provement in  seed  production.  During  the 
first  period  a  total  of  3,289  acres  were 
entered  for  certification  compared  with 
4,623  during  the  period  from  1939  to 
1941.  During  the  latter  period  638,422 
bushels  of  potatoes  were  certified  for 
seed  compared  with  586,140  bushels  dur- 
ing the  1936-38  period. 

It  is  also  pointed  out  that  in  the  mar- 
keting of  the  Pennsylvania  potato  crop 
noteworthy  progress  has  been  made  in 
selling  potatoes  under  grades  promul- 
gated by  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
Inspection  Service  with  the  result  that 
the  demand  for  Pennsylvania  potatoes 
has  greatly  increased. 

It  is  stated  that  as  a  safeguard  to  pre- 
vent this  important  division  of  agricul- 
ture falling  prey  to  the  disastrous  potato 
wart,  the  Department  has  a  well-defined 
program  for  the  control  and  final  eradica- 
tion of  that  disease,  which  is  rigidly  en- 
forced. That  this  program  has  accomp- 
lished the  purpose  it  was  designed  to  serve 
is  shown  in  the  fact  that  the  disease  has 
been  confined  entirely  to  household  gar- 
dens, no  commercial  enterprise  having 
been  affected  by  the  disease.  It  is  also 
pointed  out  that  further  success  of  the 
program  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  as  the 
result  of  soil  treatment  and  supervised 
plantings,  the  disease  has  been  wiped  out 
of  16  affected  areas  since  1938  and  it  has 
not  developed  in  any  other  areas.  It  is 
suggested  that  the  importance  of  this 
effort  must  be  appreciated  when  it  is 
realized  that  90  percent  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania potato  crop  consists  of  varieties 
which  are  susceptible  to  potato  wart. 

In  commenting  upon  the  progress  being 
made,  Secretary  Light  stated  that  "the 
planting  of  proved  seed  is  necessarily  a 
foremost  requisite  in  successful  farming 
and  the  advancement  being  made  in  seed 
certification  is  absolute  assurance  of  pro- 
gressive improvement  in  the  field  crops  of 
this  State  and  a  nearer  approach  not 
alone  to  successful  crops  but  to  greater 
yields  and  therefore  increased  economic 
advantages  to  the  farmer." 

TENT  CATERPILLAR 
NUMEROUS  IN  EAST 

AS  a  result  of  the  existence  of  favor- 
able conditions  for  its  development 
during  the  past  Winter  and  this  Spring 
the  Eastern  tent  caterpillar  is  reported 
to  be  unusually  numerous  over  the  East- 
ern section  of  this  State,  according  to  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  The  Bureau  urges 
that  intensive  efforts  be  made  for  the 
destruction  of  the  pest  to  prevent  its 
spread  and  damage  to  trees. 

The  simplest  method  of  control,  it  is 
stated  is  to  remove  the  nests  by  hand  and 
crush  them  in  the  early  morning  or  late 
evening  when  the  caterpillars  are  in  the 
nests.  They  are  also  in  the  nests  on  wet, 
cool  days.  Trees  sprayed  with  one  and 
one-half  pounds  arsenate  of  lead  in  50 
gallons  of  water  will  be  protected  against 
the  ravages  of  the  insect.  Use  of  the 
flaming  torch  for  the  destruction  of  the 
pest  is  also  used,  but  the  Bureau  warns 
that  care  must  be  used  as  permanent 
damage  may  be  done  to  the  tree  if  the 
torch  is  left  at  one  place  sufficiently  long 
to  injure  the  bark. 

The  natural  enemies  cannot  be  counted 
upon  this  year  to  control  the  insect. 
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,nhe  total  of  $42.558.offered  in  cash 

V  L  to  exhibitors  in  the  competi- 

P"       at   the    1942    Pennsylvania 


rC'"a  total  of  $34,653.50  was 
r  ,  vards,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
ril  Light   who  is  chairman  of  the 

"^  "how  Commission  has  announced. 

^^eason  for  the  discrepancy  between 
^amount  o 

'f  The  sum  paid  reached  ^an  all-time 


-  '^^^n?  offered  and  the  amount  paid 
'  were  not  a  sufficient  number 


^icomparing  with  $34,4^1^^^^^ 
I  was 
,„;fcla;^es  totaled  ^0.939. 


Schwas  the  previouj  record. 
lEntries  for 


the  1942  show  in  all  com- 


rfhe  amounts  of  cash  awards  paid  by 
Ises  were  as  follows : 

$2,935.00 

t!M 2,952.00 

KP  2,302.00 

»"M   •  ■.  4.131.00 

8.015.00 
189.00 


Cattle 
try  Cattle 
Kk 


Grains   

Is  corn  Judging  Contest... 
b  Potato  Judging  Contest. 

Jticco    

bl« 

Ijle  Nuts  

tetables  

tplj  Products    

kry  Proi'ucts   


by  Chicks   

twfd  Turkeys  

-.Itrj' 

oe  Economics — Foods    .  . 
zi  Economics — Clothing 

!  Management 

p  &  Horsepulling 


p   Vocational      Demonstration 

J  Contests    

b Vocational  School  Exhibits.. 


747.00 
194.00 
439.00 
108.00 
108.00 
207.00 

1,527.00 

32.50 

529.50 

162.00 

544.00 

173.00 

411.00 

64.00 

67.00 

5,527.50 
682.00 
668.00 
334.00 
415.00 

600.00 
590.00 


IVY  LOSSES  SHOWN 
HANDLING   CATTLE 

ICCORDING  to  statistics  compiled  on 
[a  nation-wide  basis  losses  incurred 
^jally  through  the  faulty  handling  of 
stock  produced  for  human  consump- 
t amount  to  at  least  14  million  dollars, 
wding  to  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
fc  It  is  stated  that  one  animal  of  every 
[::.  animals  slaughtered  in  plants  oper- 

under  government   inspection   con- 

!  bruises,  causing  the  bruised  parts  to 

meat  value.   Most  of  the  bruises 

I  said  to  be  on  the  hindquarters  and 

p  the  back  which  are  the  parts  of 

animal   from    which    the    meat    of 

M  value  are  obtained.    Estimates  of 

losses  from  bruises  alone  are  placed 

hint  million  dollars   annually.     Crip- 

R  and  death  of  animals  during  ship- 

5 cause  another  loss  of  at  least  three 

dollars  and  other  losses,  such  as 

Rafter  arrival  at  the  stockyards  and 

W  houses   and    inside    bruises    to 

Ci  are  placed  at  two  million  dollars. 

te  caused  by  cuts,  holes  and   other 

%  to  hides,  many  of  which  are  not 

Fed  until  the  hides   are   made    into 

JJ.  account  for  an  additional  $700,000 

I  '5  stated  that  many  bruises  are 
r  m  the  feeding  lot  on  the  farm 
k  ^VV*^^  ^^""""^^  °^  shipment  and 
U  ■  ^^^'■y  ^^'■^  ^  exercised 
n?^^"  to  guard  against  these 
L!  "  ultimately  are  borne  by  the 
''*'^K  producer. 

1^.796  LICENSES  ARE 
[KSUED  DURING  MO. 

[f^jAL  of  63,796  dog  and  kennel 
^'"c enses  were   issued    in   this    State 

i'tZ  ?",^^  °^  AP"!'  according  to 
^'m  of  the  Dog  Law  Division  of 

iJ^^'l  ^!  ^"'"lal   Industry  of  the 

iZ     of  Agriculture.    There  were 

)i?^^^,^"^'°"s   conducted   during 

C/''^"^'^w  violations. 

r«>ri .  ^^  ^"^  ^"^s  during  the  month 

kivi  r,,  °^  st^'ay  and  uncontrolled 
•«>  I       ,.  ^y  police  officers   and 

kn^  killed  by  agents  of  the 
W..  ^T^   100  claims  entered 

kkL     ■    "v^stock    and    poultry 

°y  the  State  in  settlement. 

Mn\  '^''^'*'"K  Spinach 
F k\  ?u  ^'ntered-over  spinach 
iv^C  ^u^"'"  ^''^  ''  reaching 
Nl  Pr^"  .L  '^'"'^P  ^^^  "lade  ex- 
^'  The  c  •  ^"^  's  of  excellent 
NtoK»  • '"^  planted  crop  is  also 
I         "^  'n  excellent  condition. 
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MORE  PERSONS  ARE 
WORKING  ON  FARMS 

ACCORDING  to  the  Federal-State 
Crop  Reporting  Service  survey,  is- 
sued by  the  State  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, 262,000  persons  were  employed 
on  April  1  on  Pennsylvania  farms  which 
is  estimated  to  be  about  3,000  persons 
greater  than  were  engaged  in  farm  work 
on  the  comparable  date  last  year.  The 
total  employment  is  divided  into  200,000 
family  workers  and  62,000  hired  workers. 
The  average  wage  rate  with  board  was 
tif37  per  month  compared  with  $29.50  last 
year  and  the  rate  without  board  was  $60 
compared  with  $46.25. 

The  supply  of  farm  labor  was  placed 
at  53  percent  compared  with  69  percent 
last  year  and  the  demand  stood  at  101 
percent  compared  with  94  percent  a  year 
earlier. 

Part  of  the  increased  employment, 
which  is  the  reverse  of  the  condition 
throughout  the  country  which  shows  one 
percent  fewer  persons  working  on  farms 
than  a  year  previously,  it  is  suggested, 
might  be  accounted  for  through  the  em- 
ployment of  two  persons  to  do  the  work 
formerly  done  by  one  person,  because  of 
them  being  in  the  younger  or  older  age 
brackets. 

APRIL  TESTS  REVEAL 
NEW  LOW  INFECTION 
OF  TB  IN  PA.  CATTLE 

OF  a  total  of  23,568  cattle  tested  in 
this  State  during  April  for  tubercu- 
losis, only  50  cattle  were  found  to  be  in- 
fected with  the  disease  according  to  re- 
ports to  Secretary  John  H.  Light  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture.  The  tests 
covered  areas  in  Mercer,  Franklin,  Erie 
and  Butler  counties  and  the  number  of 
infected  cattle  was  the  lowest  for  the 
number  of  cattle  tested  ever  encountered 
under  the  tuberculin  program. 

A  total  of  $3,485  was  paid  during  the 
month  in  State  indemnities  to  owners  of 
condemned  cattle  in  addition  to  $2,613 
paid  in  Federal  indemnities  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  Ani- 
mal Industry  also  show  that  during  the 
month  611  cattle  were  imported  into  this 
State  and  660  cattle  were  exported. 

During  the  month  5,824  swine  were 
vaccinated  against  hog  cholera  on  102 
premises,  two  of  the  premises  having 
been  quarantined  because  of  the  presence 
of  the  disease.  A  total  of  35  brains  of 
animals  were  examined  at  the  bureau 
laboratory  for  rabies,  of  which  21  were 
found  to  be  positive.  It  was  reported  that 
72  persons  and  73  animals  were  bitten  or 
exposed  to  rabid  dogs  in  the  various  lo- 
calities which  included  Allegheny,  Beaver, 
Centre,  Cumberland,  Delaware,  Fayette, 
Montgomery,  Schuylkill,  Washington  and 
Westmoreland  counties. 

CONS©ER  PLANS  FOR 
1943  PA.  FARM  SHOW 

WITH  a  great  portion  of  the  great 
Pennsylvania  Farm  Show  building 
being  occupied  as  a  school  for  mechan- 
ics for  the  Army  Air  Corps,  the  Farm 
Show  Commission  is  faced  with  the 
problem  of  determining  in  what  manner 
and  to  what  extent  that  annual  agricul- 
tural enterprise  might  be  held  in  1943. 
The  attitude  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
mission was  expressed  by  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  John  H.  Light,  who  is  chair- 
man of  the  commission  wTien  he  stated 
that  "It  is  thought  to  be  of  vital  im- 
portance that  the  show  be  held  on  some 
basis  to  prevent  a  break  in  the  continuity 
of  the  enterprise  which  has  now  been  held 
for  26  years  without  a  break  and  over 
that  period  has  developed  to  be  the  great- 
est agricultural  event  of  its  kind  in  the 
country." 

It  is  held  generally  that  if  satisfactory 
plans  cannot  be  made  for  exhibits  that 
the  educational  features  of  the  show, 
which  are  participated  in  by  more  than 
30  state-wide  agricultural  organizations, 
be  continued  and  that  plans  be  made  un- 
der which  various  farm  groups  can  ar- 
range to  have  their  own  displays  of 
products  if  that  is  desired. 

The  program  committee  of  the  com- 
mission has  been  directed  to  survey  the 
entire  situation  and  the  basis  upon  which 
suspension  of  the  show  will  be  avoided 
and  report  to  the  commission  for  deci- 
sion as  to  the  course  to  be  followed.  The 
committee  plans  to  confer  with  repre- 
sentatives of  the  many  farm  groups  and 
agricultural  organizations  to  pet  sug- 
gestions and  the  concensus  of  those 
organizations. 
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ANOTHER  DECLINE  IS 
SHOWN  IN  FARMERS' 
PURCHASING  POWER 

THE  index  of  prices  paid  Pennsylvania 
farmers  for  principal  agricultural 
products  declined  one  point  during  the 
month  ended  April  IS,  according  to  the 
survey  of  the  Federal-State  Crop  Report- 
ing Service  issued  by  Secretary  John  H. 
Light  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 
A  similar  decline  was  registered  in 
March. 

While  prices  paid  for  farm  products 
dropped,  placing  the  farmers'  purchasing 
power  at  99  on  the  basis  of  100  repre- 
senting the  1910-14  period  of  normal 
prices,  the  prices  which  farmers  pay  for 
the  products  they  must  buy  advanced  a 
point  to  151.  leaving  a  gap  of  52  points 
unfavorable  to  the  farmer. 

The  index  of  all  farm  products  com- 
pared with  the  1910-14  average  was  as 
follows :  Grains,  122 ;  fruits,  141 ;  meat 
animals,  169;  dairy  products,  167;  chick- 
ens and  eggs,  118.  Following  are  the 
average  prices  received  by  Pennsylvania 
farmers : 


"Wheat Bu. 

Corn Bu. 

Oats Bu. 

Barley Bu. 

Rye Bu. 

Buckwheat Bu. 

Potatoes Bu. 

Apples Bu. 

Hay Ton 

Hogs Cwt. 

Beef  Cattle Cwt. 

Veal  Calves Cwt. 

Sheep Cwt. 

Lambs Cwt. 


Apr.   15,  Apr.    15, 

1941  1942 

I     .93  I   1.17 

.75  .93 

.45  .60 

.60  .75 

.66  .83 

.57  ,73 

.60  1.05 

.95  1.26 

9.80  13.90 

8.00  13.10 

8.40  10.70 

10.50  13.00 

4.00  5.10 

9.40  11.00 


Milk  Cows Head  82.00  105.00 

Horses Head  112.00  120.00 

Mules Head  119.00  127.00 

Chickens Lb.  .176  .213 

Turkeys Lb.  .23  .27 

Milk,  wholesale Cwt.  2.10  2.50 

Milk,  retail Qt.  .116  .130 

Butter Lb.  ,32  .37 

Butterfat Lb.  .31  .36 

Eggs Doz.  .222  270 

Wool Lb.  .38  .43 

MILLIONS  OF  POUNDS 
OF  MEAT  EXAMINED 

REPORTS  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  show  that  during  the  month 
of  April  47,000  ante-mortem  and  post 
mortem  examinations  of  animals  to  be 
used  for  human  consumption  were  con- 
ducted of  which  190  carcasses  were  con- 
demned. A  total  of  617  slaughter  estab- 
lishments were  examined  for  sanitation. 
Examinations  were  also  made  of  3,836,022 
pounds  of  meat  and  meat  products  of 
which  1,211  pounds  were  condemned  and 
2,116,612  pounds  of  organs  were  examined 
of  which  126,968  pounds  were  condemned. 

OFFICIALS  ASKED  TO 
ENFORCE  DOG  LAWS 

APPEAL  has  been  made  by  the  Dog 
.  Law  Division  of  the  Bureau  of 
Animal  Industry  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  to  mayors  and  burgesses  of 
Pennsylvania  to  issue  orders  to  the  police 
of  their  cities  and  communities  to  strictly 
enforce  the  dog  laws  as  an  aid  to  reduce 
the  damages  caused  by  and  the  dangers 
attendant  upon  dogs  being  permitted  to 
run  at  large.  It  is  pointed  out  that  the 
season  is  now  at  hand  when  stray  dogs  do 
much  damage  to  gardens  and  shrubbery 
in  addition  to  them  being  a  possible 
menace  to  livestock  and  poultry  as  well 
as  to  persons.  Under  the  dog  laws  of  the 
State  it  is  the  duty  of  local  police  officers 
to  take  action  where  dogs  are  found 
running  at  large. 

MORE  ACRES  PLANTED 
TO    GREEN    PEA   CROP 

PRELIMINARY  reports  to  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  place  the  acre- 
age planted  in  Pennsylvania  to  green  peas 
for  processing  at  9,500  acres  compared 
with  8,600  acres  last  year  or  an  increase 
of  10  percent.  The  great  gains  made  in 
that  crop  in  this  State  are  indicated  by 
the  records  which  show  that  this  year's 
planting  are  about  two  and  one-half 
times  the  1931-40  average  which  is  placed 
at  4,400  acres. 

Light  Strawberry  Crop 

Indications  are  that  the  strawberry 
crop  will  be  light  this  year,  stands  being 
thin  as  a  result  of  the  dry  weather  last 
Fall,  Plants  which  survived  and  made 
runners  were  checked  this  Spring  by  lack 
of   moisture. 
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fALUE,    »l|ftD|JCTION 

'creased^**''' 

'  [F  of  the  Pennsylvania  corn 
^^^^1  1941  i^  placed  at  $44,691,000 
'^'lilations  of  the  State  Department 

^;^  Se  released  by  Secretary 
■    lisrht      This    figure    compares 

:  value  of  $38,682,000  in  1940.   Corn 

l\\\  other   crops 


in 


this    State    in 


I  >e  the  acreage  planted  to  that  crop 

u  was  lower  than  that  planted  in 

I  ;  (he  increased   value   is    caused   by 

:  higher  yields  per  acre  and  an  in- 

.'e  in  the  average  price   per   bushel. 

vearcorn  was  produced  on  1,282,000 

.'"compared  with   1,322,000  acres   in 

[  '  The  average  yield  per  acre   last 

r.\vas  41-5  bushels  compared  with  38 

Ufk  a  vear  earlier.    Total  production 

'i  red  at  53,203.000  bushels  last  year 

■  jred  with  50,236,000  bushels  in  1941 
H  the  average  price  was  84  cents  per 
f-hel  compared  with  77  cents  a  year 
'.iier,  Average  yield  per  acre  in  the 
fy  States  was  28.4  bushels  in  1940 
rjl  bushels  in  1941.  The  average  price 
['bushel  was  nearly  62  cents  per  bushel 

1940  and  nearly  71  cents  last  year. 

I  Lancaster  County  holds  the  lead  among 
the  counties  of  the  State  by  a  wide 

i'gin  in  the  number  of  acres  planted 

;;m,  The  acreage  is  placed  at  92,270 

tiyear.  York  County  is  second  on  the 

fwith  76,170  acres  and  Berks  County 

rJ  with  55,920  acres.     The    smallest 

I -ae  was  in  Cameron  County   where 

:  crup  was  produced  on  240  acres,  but 

yield  per  acre,  placed  at  45  bushels, 

i.ed  the  county  among  the  leaders  in 

:-age  yield. 

hester  County,  with  47,250  acres  de- 
rlto  the  crop,  held  the  lead  in  aver- 

■  yield  per  acre,  that  figure  being 
:td  at  49.1  bushels.  Lancaster  is 
nd  in  that  list  with  48  bushels  per 

^rand  Northampton  is  third  with  47.5 

"els,  Average  yield  in  York  County 

[;•  42.6  bushels  and   in    Berks    County 

|:  bushels.    Lowest    average    yield    in 

i  was  in  Cambria  County  where  8.930 

»  were  planted  to  the  crop  and  the 

•i?e  yield  per  acre  was  32.9  bushels. 

M  Lancaster  County  held  the  lead 

average  yield    per    acre,    the    figure 

[:  year  being  47.6  bushels.     Lebanon 

'ty  was  second  with  45.7  bushels  and 

•iter  County  third  with  43.9  bushels. 

h:rveys  made  in  March   showed  that 

prs  of  this  State  intended  to  plant 

piJJOO  acres  to  corn  this  year,  which 

represent    an    increase    of    about 

pit  percent  over  last  year. 

WWNWARD  TREND  IN 
fRODUCTION  OF   RYE 

II  DECIDED  downward  trend  in  the 
P  production  of  rye  on  Pennsylvania 
h^  IS  shown  in  the  records  of  the 
psylvania  Department  of  Agriculture, 
T';M  to  Secretary  John  H.  Light. 
H' surveys  place  the  acreage  sown 
^^^alltothat  grain  at  78,000  acres  but 
f  yS  *°  ^^  harvested  is  given  at 
t!  J  3  acres.  These  figures  compare 
L^.iJ*J  acres  sown  for  the  1941  crop 
iI'a  ^"^^  harvested.  The  extent 
|..„.™ward  trend   in   the   crop    is 

"  t  ifite  ^^^'■^Se  for  the  years  from 
J'  m  which  shows  128.000  acres 
:.;nd  103,000  acres  harvested.  In- 
..™  yeld  per  acre  this  year  is  placed 

same  as  last 


;  "fshels  which  is  the 


^^'iich  compares   with    14.1    bushels 
l.:^^"age  for  1930  to  1939.     Indi- 
>•  •■  sinn^  a  total   production   this 
o^U.OOO  bushels   compared   with 
J     ushels  last  year  and  the  previ- 
■tar  average  of  1,444,000  bushels. 

I  [LOWING,  PLANTING 
pR  USUAL  MARK 

W^u    "^    ^^'^    Department    of 

,,;^   "future    show    that    the    per- 

;  on   vT"^^"''   SP'''"^  planting 
'  «c  7A-'    ^    ""    farms    in    this 

!hat  cl^r''?^  ^^'^h  was  on  par 
^    completed  on  the  similar  date 

I'/jus  in,^^^^  *'iree  points  above  the 
\\  ^   y^^''  average  for  that  date. 

.  ,;J'ns  sowing  and  planting,  how- 

h1  m  ''^  ^^^^  which  had  been 

I  %e  iJ;.    ^^',  ''  '^'^^  ^y  two  points, 

['■M  S?  5  P''*''^"^  at  50  percent  this 

I  ;,,,  ij,  J^i-cent  a  year  earlier.     The 

^^ccnt  average    is    placed    at 


Harrisburg,    May  28,  1942 

EXPECT  INCREASED 
YIELDS    IN    WHEAT 

LATEST  surveys  by  the  Federal-State 
Crop  Reporting  Service  released  by 
the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  agricul- 
ture show  that  of  the  795,000  acres  upon 
which  wheat  was  sown  last  Fall  on  farms 
in  this  State,  779,000  acres  will  be  har- 
vested, representing  an  abandonment  of 
that  grain  on  two  percent  of  the  acreage. 
The  grain  on  the  abandoned  acres  is 
either  plowed  under  or  is  used  for  forage. 
For  the  1941  crop  883,000  acres  had  been 
sown  and  857,000  were  harvested,  repre- 
senting an  abandonment  of  2.9  percent. 
The  average  for  the  years  from  1930 
to  1939  is  987,000  acres  sown  and  971,000 
acres  harvested  or  an  abandonment  of 
2.6  percent. 

Indications  point  to  a  large  increase 
this  year  in  the  average  yield  per  acre, 
the  figure  being  placed  at  21  bushels 
compared  with  19.5  bushels  last  year  and 
the  previous  10-year  average  of  19.7 
bushels.  The  indicated  total  yield  this 
year  is  placed  at  16,359,000  bushels  com- 
pared with  16,712,000  bushels  last  year 
and  the  previous  10-year  average  of  19.- 
229.000  bushels. 

FEWER  TREES  TAPPED 
MAPLE  PRODUCTS  UP 
QUALITY    IS    LOWER 

A  REDUCTION  in  the  number  of 
trees  tapped  for  maple  products  in 
Pennsylvania  is  recorded  again  this  year, 
according  to  Secretary  John  H.  Light  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture,  but  a 
considerable  increase,  due  to  favorable 
conditions,  was  obtained  over  last  year 
in  the  amounts  of  sugar  and  sirup  ob- 
tained. The  decline  in  the  number  of 
trees  tapped  from  the  1941  figure  was 
not  as  great  as  in  some  of  the  previ- 
ous years,  the  number  this  year  being 
placed  at  441,000  compared  with  450.000 
last  year.  The  previous  10-year  average, 
however,  is  622,000  trees,  showing  a 
great  decrease  during  the  past  few  years. 

The  amount  of  sugar  made  this  year 
is  placed  at  40,000  pounds  compared  with 
36,000  pounds  last  year  and  the  previous 
10-year  average  of  88.000  pounds.  The 
amount  of  sirup  made  was  128,000  pounds 
compared  with  112,000  pounds  in  1941 
and  the  10-year  average  of  178.000 
pounds.  In  terms  of  sugar  the  total  pro- 
duction is  given  as  1,064,000  pounds  this 
year  compared  with  932,000  pounds  in 
1941  and  the  10-year  average  of  1,512,000 
pounds.  Average  production  per  tree  was 
2.41  pounds  this  year,  2.07  pounds  last 
year  and  2.43  pounds  during  the  years 
from  1930  to  1939. 

The  season  was  somewhat  better  than 
last  year,  starting  the  first  week  of 
March  and  continuing  to  mid-April.  Al- 
though the  sugar  content  of  the  sap  gen- 
erally was  not  up  to  normal,  much  sirup 
was  made,  the  demand  being  heavy.  Not 
enough  sugar  was  made  to  meet  the 
demand.  Weather  conditions  were  ideal 
for  operations  but  were  too  mild  for 
good  quality  sirup.  Although  the  run 
in  the  Somerset  area  was  better  than 
last  year  it  was  below  average  because 
of  too  much  rain  and  warm  nights.  In 
the  northern  tier  producing  counties  the 
flow  was  rather  free  and  much  sap  was 
reported  to  have  been  lost  because  suffi- 
cient labor  was  not  available  at  all  times 
to  handle  the  production. 

MILK     PRODUCTION 
IS  STILL  INCREASING 

MILK  production  per  cow  on  Penn- 
sylvania farms  on  May  1  showed 
a  continuance  of  the  upward  trend  es- 
tablished some  months  ago.  according  to 
records  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, the  figure  being  placed  at  an  aver- 
age of  20.6  pounds  compared  with  19 
pounds  a  month  previously,  19.8  pounds 
on  May  1,  1941  and  the  previous  May  1 
average  of  17.9  pounds. 

There  was  a  decline  from  100  on  April 
1  to  26  on  May  1  in  the  average  size  of 
the  farm  flock  of  hens  and  pullets.  The 
number  was  six  above  that  on  May  1  a 
year  previously  and  was  the  same  as 
that  given  for  the  previous  May  1  aver- 
age. In  spite  of  the  reduced  number  of 
birds  in  the  flock  an  increase  from  58.6 
eggs  per  100  hens  and  pullets  of  laying 
age  on  April  1  was  registered,  the  ntim- 
ber  on  May  1  being  placed  at  60.7  eggs, 
which  compares  with  60.2  eggs  on  May 
1.  1941  and  the  previous  May  1  average 
of  59  eggs. 
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BIG  ADVANCE  NOTED 
IN  INSPECTION  FOR 
GRAIN  CERTIFICATION 

OUTSTANDING  advances  in  the 
inspection  for  certification  of  cereal 
grains  in  this  State  have  been  made  over 
the  past  three  years,  according  to  the 
records  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Secre- 
tary John  H.  Light  has  announced.  Point- 
ing to  the  records,  Secretary  Light  stated 
that  "Extension  of  this  service  brings  a 
wider  interest  in  efforts  to  produce  better 
crops  and  at  the  same  time  brings  more 
definitely  to  the  farmer  the  futility  of 
using  poor  and  untested  seed  which  may 
result  not  alone  in  crop  failures  but  in 
heavy  losses  in  time  and  effort  since  it 
costs  equally  as  much  to  sow  and  plant 
poor  seed  as  it  does  to  sow  and  plant 
tested  seed  which  offers  the  best  possible 
guarantee  of  a  good  crop." 

The  extent  of  the  development  of  the 
service  is  seen  in  the  records  which 
show  that  in  1936  a  total  of  633  acres 
were  entered  for  certification  compared 
to  4,489  acres  entered  in  1941,  which 
is  an  increase  of  nearly  700  percent.  Dur- 
ing the  three  years  from  1938  to  1941  the 
total  acreage  entered  for  certification  was 
11,808  acres,  having  advanced  from  a 
total  of  2,991  acres  for  the  previous 
three-year  period,  or  an  increase  of 
more  than  500  percent. 

An  indication  of  the  improvement  at- 
tained in  the  seed  crops  is  seen  in  the 
fact  that  during  the  earlier  three-year 
period  1,732  acres  of  grain  qualified  for 
certification  but  during  the  latter  similar 
period  7,839  acres  were  certified. 

Similar  advances  are  shown  in  other 
branches  of  the  inspection  service,  the 
number  of  nurseries  inspected  recording 
a  consistent  increase  from  876  in  1938  to 
1,150  in  1941.  At  the  same  time  a  de- 
cline of  more  than  50  percent  has  oc- 
curred in  bramble  plant  rejections  en- 
tered for  certification,  showing  an  im- 
provement in  quality,  which  would  be  a 
consequence  of   consistent  inspection. 

The  program  for  the  control  of  black 
stem  rust  disease  of  grain  has  been  pur- 
sued vigorously  resulting  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  more  than  four  and  one  quarter 
million  affected  bushes  during  the  period 
from  1938  to  1941  compared  with  less 
than  three  and  three  quarter  million 
diseased  bushes  destroyed  during  the  pre- 
vious three-year  period. 

PASTURES  IN  STATE 
IN   FAIR   CONDITION 

CONDITION  of  pastures  in  Penn- 
sylvania on  May  1,  the  date  of  the 
last  survey  by  the  Federal-State  Crop 
Reporting  Service  was  slightly  below 
that  which  prevailed  at  the  similar  period 
last  year,  but  better  than  for  the  previ- 
ous 10-year  average,  according  to  the 
Department  of  Agriculture.  The  same 
situation  prevails  in  the  case  of  hay. 

The  condition  of  pastures  is  placed  at 
81  percent  compared  with  83  percent  on 
the  comparable  date  last  year  and  the 
previous  10-year  average  of  76  percent. 
The  condition  of  hay  is  placed  at  82  per- 
cent compared  with  86  percent  at  the 
similar  period  in  1941  and  the  previous 
10-year   average  of  78   percent. 

According  to  the  records  the  stocks 
of  hay  on  farms  in  this  State  May  1 
totaled  317,000  tons  which  was  11  per- 
cent of  the  previous  year's  crop,  com- 
pared with  480.000  tons  on  the  com- 
parable date  in  1941  which  was  14  per- 
cent of  the  previous  year's  crop  and  the 
previous  10-year  average  of  390,000  tons 
or  13.1  percent  of  the  previous  year's 
average.  The  smaller  stocks  this  year  are 
said  to  be  the  result  of  the  smaller  crop 
harvested  last  year  which  amounted  to 
2,868.000  tons  compared  with  3.410,000 
tons  in  1940  and  the  previous  10- vear 
average   of  2,911,000  tons. 

REPORT  BIG  SUPPLY 
OF  CATTLE  ON  FEED 

REPORTS  to  the  Department  of 
AKriciilture  show  another  big  sup- 
ply of  cattle  on  feed  lots  throughout  the 
country.  The  total  is  placed  at  only  two 
percent  smaller  on  April  1  than  a  year 
previously  when  the  largest  numbers  in 
recent  years  were  reported.  Reports 
show  that  about  71  percent  of  the  cattle 
had  been  on  feed  for  more  than  three 
months  and  indicated  that  the  proportion 
to  be  marketed  before  July  1  is  a  little 
larger  this  year  than  last. 
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.uouchout  the  country  is  continuing 
.war-time  stride  established  some 
'^^        and  has  set  new  high  marks 


"  for  the  number  of  layers,  pro- 
er  layer  and  total  egg  produc- 
rding  to  the  Federal- State  Crop 
issued   by    Secretary    John    H. 

'    { the  Department  of  Agriculture 


I  The  number  of  layers  on  farms  of  this 
i  A,,rmc  Aprd  increased  from  13,- 
fev)  a  year  earlier  to  15,055.000  and 
Kg  production  in  that  month  this 
P',. as  placed  at  269  million  eggs  corn- 
Led  with  238  million  eggs  in  April, 
tjl  The  monthly  number  of  eggs  per 
Iver  increased  from  17.5  to  17.9. 

the  early   part    of    May    feed 

L j;  \vere  at  practically  the  same  levels 

Kh  prevailed  during  March  and  April. 

Iverace  prices  received  by   farmers   for 

L  have  also  shown  little  tendency  to 

Le  from  current  levels  although  egg 

Luction  is  at  or  near  its  seasonal  peak. 

Icvement  of  eggs  to  storage  has  been 

gvy  and  on  May    1    was    53    percent 

krtaier  than  a  year  ago.    Most   of   the 

[Hings  are  commercial  stocks. 

I  Prices  of  live   poultry    fluctuated    ir- 

rilarly  during  April  according  to  class, 

.net  changes  for  the  most  part  were 

tiyieratelt  downward,  with  the  month's 

Ircraje  slightly  below  the  March  level. 

iter  marketings  of  live  poultry   sug- 

Ui  that  poultry  is  being   retained   for 

L:  production. 

1  ?r  Auction  for  the  country  in  April  was 

percent  above   the   same   month    last 

|:ir.  The  average  rate  of  lay  per  hen 

r:;  three  percent  above  last  April  and 

[iether  with  the  nine   percent   greater 

:lier  of  layers  on  farms  accounted  for 

hhigh  total  egg  production.    The  num- 

[•  nf  chickens  on  farms  on  May  1  was 

percent  greater   than   on   the    similar 

^•■a  year  earlier.  Output  of  baby  chicks 

'latdieries  during  April  was  20  percent 

e  last  year  and  about  the  largest  for 

h  month  that  has  been  recordecL 


dREATER  PRODUCTION 
|0F  SEEDS     EXPECTED 

PRODUCTION  of  44  out  of  50  kinds 
Ui  vegetable    seeds    throughout    the 
[■-;ed  States  is  expected  to  be  larger  this 
I::  than  in  1941   because  of   increased 
pges  and  yields,  according  to  reports 
I  tlie  Department  of  Agriculture.  Produc- 
'■  >eeds,  exclusive  of  beans,  peas  and 
-^ttcorn.  may  total  31,873,157  pounds 
h?ared  with  15,520,443  pounds  in  1941, 
r^enting  an  increase  of   105  percent. 
Vj  compilations  are  made  from  reports 
1 11/ commercial  seed  growers,  who  pro- 
lan the  aggregate  90  percent  or  more 

■'  of  the  vegetable  seeds. 

j:!s  pointed  out  that  the  figures  are 

'^^3ny  preliminary  since  some  kinds 

■had  not  yet  been  planted  or  had 

'"ted  only  in  part  and  it  is  not 

to  make   accurate    forecasts    of 

:"  tour  to  eight  months  in  ad- 

i  harvest. 

ISease  noted   in 

pARAGUS  ACREAGE 

R-  i^"^^V^  acreage  in  Pennsylvania 
Krn^nn^  ^^^  percent  increase  this 
hlL  ^"^^  compared  with  3,200 
■•;..,;f^''' according  to  reports  of  the 
";jt  of  Agriculture.  Early  indi- 
._  how  that  yields  per  acre  are 
I  nan  a  year  ago  and  10  percent 
l;.  U'''r^?n  ^"^  ^he  years  from 
h>T.r^  ?.^'""*"  «f  24  pounds 
rear     fin'-   ^"^'cated  average  yield 

f^lastvar  t!.''.^«.'?^P^^^^  ^^''th  105 
F'-n  fJiic  ^  "^  indicated  total  pro- 
hitS^^/L's  363,000  crates  com- 

U-mT^  ''''''  '^^t  year  and 
h  from  ,  ■^'''^'"  average  of  266,000 
rCu/i'!"?^^  ^^  2,660  acres. 
hvi/^^  Pall  on  distribution  of 
F  five  V  ^'"'""^^  showed  47  percent 
r  and  ift  1^""^'  ^^  percent  under  10 
I       ^»  percent  over  10  years. 

^<^ok  For  Feed  Grain. 

■'•■'conrl'!/-   *^^    ^''^at    variance     in 

I  -try   '/'?"'•  prospects  throughout 

rWt  nV  A    ^'"^^'  reported  to  the 

rnal  '   ^Rriculture,    indicate   at 

:^r.      production  of   feed   grains 


BEGIN      INSPECTIONS 
OF  BRAMBLE  PLANTS 

INSPECTIONS  for  certification  of 
bramble  plants  has  been  begun  by  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  and  growers  wishing 
to  sell  plants  this  Fall  or  next  Spring 
are  advised  to  make  application  for  in- 
spection at  once,  since  it  is  in  violation 
of  the  law  to  sell  or  offer  for  sale  in 
this  State,  any  bramble  plants  unless  they 
are  inspected  by  the  Pennsylvania  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  Secretary  John 
H.  Light  has  announced.  Plants  shipped 
into  this  State  must  have  been  inspected 
and  certified  in  the  State  in  which  they 
are  grown  before  they  may  be  legally  sold 
in  Pennsylvania. 

The  purpose  of  the  bramble  plant  in- 
spection and  certification  work  of  the 
department  is  to  make  available  to  per- 
sons who  wish  to  set  out  plantings, 
sources  of  plants  that  are  comparatively 
free  from  destructive  diseases  that  fre- 
quently result  in  serious  losses  to  berry 
growers.  In  the  past  it  was  not  uncom- 
mon for  berry  growers  to  set  out  new 
plantings  of  uncertified  berries,  only  to 
find  that  in  two  years,  when  they  could 
normally  expect  a  good  crop  of  berries, 
that  they  were  severely  diseased  and 
unproductive. 

Many  of  the  diseases  that  produce 
seedy  berries  cannot  be  detected  on  the 
plants  at  the  time  they  are  purchased  or 
set  out.  By  inspecting  plantings  at  various 
times  during  the  growing  season,  those 
considered  unfit  for  the  production  of 
plants  for  setting  out  new  plants  are  re- 
jected and  refused  certification. 

MORE  FARM  WORKERS 
REPORTED    IN    APRIL 

TOTAL  farm  employment  in  Pennsyl- 
vania on  May  1  for  the  first  time  this 
year  was  noticeably  above  the  same  month 
in  1941  and  showed  an  increase  during 
the  month  of  April  of  23,000  workers, 
according  to  the  Federal-State  Crop  re- 
ports issued  through  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  The  total  is  placed 
at  285,000  of  which  207,000  are  listed  as 
family  workers  compared  with  200,000  on 
April  1  and  78.000  hired  workers  com- 
pared with  62,000  April  1.  The  average 
length  of  the  farm  work  day  of  the  farm 
operator  is  placed  at  12  hours  and  that 
of  the  hired  worker  at  9.8  hours. 

The  reports  show  that  weather  con- 
ditions have  been  favorable  for  Spring 
work  and  farming  operations  on  May  1 
were  well  advanced.  In  order  to  take 
advantage  of  those  conditions,  farmers 
have  been  working  long  hours.  Demand 
for  temporary  or  day  workers  has  been 
growing  and  boys  of  school  age  are  the 
chief  source  of  supply.  As  the  hay- 
making season  approaches  it  is  expected 
that  demand  for  part-time  help  will  be 
even  further  increased,  but  will  not  reach 
the  peak  before  school  terms  close.  Avail- 
able full-time  and  experienced  farm  help 
continues  to  be  scarce.  The  situation  with 
respect  to  these  workers  is  wid  not  to  be 
encouraging  particularly  if  draft  board 
quotas  are  increased  and  classification  and 
deferment  requirements  are  made  more 
rigid.  Many  farmers  are  reported  to  be 
resigned  to  the  employment  of  unskilled 
workers  and  exchange  of  help  with 
neighbors  as  the  only  means  of  getting 
the  work  done.  However,  it  is  reported 
that  farm  work  in  general  this  season 
is  slightly  ahead  of  usual. 

URGE  VIGILANCE  TO 
PREVENT     DISEASES 

A  WARNING  to  farmers  to  take 
extra  precautions  against  livestock 
diseases  since  increased  losses  from  this 
source  may  be  expected  under  the  stepped- 
up  "food  for  victory"  campaign,  has  been 
issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  In 
the  statement  it  was  suggested  that  "war 
times  always  seem  to  bring  an  increased 
danger  from  all  types  of  diseases,  and 
with  the  tremendous  responsibilities  for 
increased  food  supplies  confronting  us, 
disastrous  outbreaks  of  hog  cholera,  ery- 
sipelas, sleeping  sickness,  and  other  major 
killers  of  livestock  would  be  particularly 
serious." 

Continuing,  the  warning  states  that  "it 
cannot  be  too  strongly  urged  that  farmers 
procure  at  once  scientific  advice  and 
assistance  if  hogs,  sheep,  horses,  cattle  or 
poultry  show  any  suspicious  disease  symp- 
toms." 


WHEAT  PRODUCTION 
SHOWS  CONSISTENT 
DECREASE  IN  PENNA. 

PENNSYLVANIA  farmers  produced 
16,712,000  bushels  of  wheat  in  1941 
which  had  a  total  value  of  $17,715,000, 
according  to  records  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  issued  by  Secretary  John  H. 
Light.  The  production  compares  with 
17,480.000  bushels  produced  in  1940  in 
which  year  total  acreage  devoted  to  the 
crop  and  average  yield  per  acre  were 
higher  than  last  year,  but  a  large  increase 
in  average  price  per  bushel  which  rose 
from  83  cents  in  1940  to  $1.06  last  year, 
brought  an  increase  in  value  from  the 
previous  year's  figure  of  $14,508,000. 
Wheat  was  grown  on  874,000  acres  in 
1940  and  on  857,000  acres  in  1941.  The 
average  yield  per  acre  in  the  former  year 
was  20  bushels  and  last  year  the  figure 
was  19.5  bushels.  For  the  country  at 
large  the  average  acre  yield  was  16.5 
bushels  in  1940  and  17  bushels  in  1941. 
The  average  price  per  bushel  was  69  cents 
in  the  former  year  and  nearly  97  cents 
last  year. 

As  in  the  case  of  corn  Lancaster 
County  holds  the  lead  among  the  counties 
of  the  State  by  a  wide  margin  in  the 
number  of  acres  on  which  wheat  was 
produced  during  both  years,  the  total  for 
1940  being  76,870  acres  and  76,980  acres 
last  year.  That  county  also  held  the  lead 
in  the  average  yield  per  acre  with  the 
figure  placed  at  24.5  bushels  in  1940  and 
25.9  bushels  in  1941.  Also  as  in  the  case 
of  corn  York  County  held  second  place 
in  total  acreage  upon  which  wheat  was 
produced,  the  figure  being  66,110  acres 
last  year  and  69,480  acres  a  year  earlier. 
Average  yield  per  acre  was  22.1  bushels 
last  year  and  22  bushels  in  1940,  which 
was  exceeded  last  year  by  Chester  County 
with  24.9  bushels,  Delaware,  23  bushels; 
Bucks,  22.5  bushels  and  Philadelphia 
County  22.3  bushels.  In  the  latter  county 
only  270  acres  were  planted  to  the  crop. 

Cameron  County  with  only  10  acres 
planted  to  wheat  was  the  lowest  in  acre- 
age among  all  the  counties.  The  average 
yield  per  acre  was  17.2  bushels  which 
was  higher  than  the  figure  for  a  number 
of  other  counties.  The  lowest  average 
yield  per  acre  was  in  Bedford  County 
where  the  figure  is  14.4  bushels  where 
16,760  acres  were  planted  to  the  crop.  In 
addition  to  Cameron  County  four  other 
counties  had  less  than  100  acres  planted 
to  the  crop.  They  were  McKean,  30 
acres;  Pike,  70  acres;  Wayne,  60  acres, 
and  Lackawanna,  90  acres. 

Surveys  made  May  1  showed  a  total 
of  779,000  acres  of  wheat  to  be  harvested 
this  year,  compared  with  857,000  acres 
last  year,  and  an  indicated  production  of 
16,359,000  bushels  or  362,000  bushels 
below  last  year's  production.  The  small 
reduction  in  total  production  as  related 
to  the  heavy  drop  in  the  acreage  is  ac- 
counted for  by  the  indications  which  point 
an  average  yield  of  21  bushels  per  acre, 
compared  with  19.5  bushels  last  year. 

FARMERS  CONTINUE 
HIGH  FEEDING  RATE 

APRIL  marked  the  fifth  consecutive 
month  in  which  a  new  high  monthly 
average  production  per  cow  was  registered 
by  herds  on  Pennsylvania  farms,  bring- 
ing the  figure  on  May  1  to  20.6  pounds, 
according  to  records  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  announced  by  Secretary 
John  H.  Light.  The  continued  average 
increase  is  attributed  to  the  high  rate  of 
feeding  which  has  continued  in  the  season 
when  normally  there  is  a  reduction  in 
grain  feeding. 

As  pastures  show  development  the  rate 
of  feeding  concentrates  to  dairy  cows 
begins  to  taper  off  but  on  May  1  feeding 
rates  were  still  indicated  to  be  equal  to 
Winter  levels.  Pastures  on  the  average 
were  supplying  about  15  percent  of  the 
feed  in  the  dairy  ration  compared  to  the 
usual  average  of  about  seven  percent. 
The  high  yield  of  pastures  and  the  high 
rate  of  grain  feeding  suggests  that  milk 
cows  are  being  fed  much  heavier  than 
usual  at  this  time  of  the  year. 

Milk  production  for  the  country  as  a 
whole  for  April,  estimated  at  10.3  billion 
pounds,  was  four  percent  higher  than 
April,  1941  and  continued  the  same  rate 
of  increase  over  last  year  prevailing  in 
the  first  quarter  of  this  year.  Production 
on  farms  showed  more  than  the  usual 
seasonal  rise  during  the  month. 

Reports  indicate  that  there  are  now 
about  three  percent  more  milk  cows  than 
at  this  time  a  year  ago. 
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VALUE  OrtftATS  CR< 

4  MiLLioHasnwvi- 

[lORE  ACRES 

LitH  the  production  placed  at  30,222,- 
Klbushels.  the   value   of   the    1941 


;n;ylvania  oats  crop  is  given  as  $13, 

"l,  accordi  -      .      .      .     ,^ 
';  Department    of    Agriculture    re- 

In  bv  Secretary  John  H.  Light.   This 
:ies  with  a  productionof  29.470,000 


J'iiiO    according    to    records    of    the 
■",rDepartnK-nt    of    Agriculture    re 
d  by  Secret-'jrv  Tohn  H.  Light.   This 
rith  a  . 
in  1940  which   had   a   value  of 

Tkaverage  yield  per  acre  on  the 
-  (jjo  acres  devoted  to  the  crop  was 
■'.■;  hushels  last  year  compared  with  an 


Imge  y'^'^  ^^  ^?  bushels^on  842,000 
'^^^  ' "  bushel  last  year  was  46  cents 


the  year  previously.     The  average 
I -ire  oer  bushel  last  year  was   "^ 

iared  with  41  cents  in  1941. 
''Z^yford  County  led  all  the  counties 

.  the  State  in  total  production  with 
[V72OO  bushels  procured  from  31,000 
he*  which  gives  an  average  yield  per 
Ijle  of  41-2  bushels  which   is   also  the 

';h  mark.  Berks  County  is  second 
Cms  the  counties  with  a  total  produc- 
t  ,,  1,135,01(1  bushels  from  33,780 
teres  or  an  average  acre  yield  of  33.6 
X'Ms  which  is  followed  by  Somerset 
jioifflty  with  a  production  of  1,072,230 
[jihels  from  32,090  acres  or  an  average 

i'tid  per  acre  of  32.8  bushels  and  Brad- 

rd  County  with  a  total   production  of 

•  ij(i,()40  bushels  from  29,770  acres  or 
|r,  average  yield  per  acre  of  34.6  bushels. 

itxt  after  Crawford  County,  the  rank- 
1:2  counties  in  which  high  yields  per 
lijt  were  had  were  McKean  with  40.1 
|;:>hels;  Erie  and  Mercer,  each  39.1 
liels;  and  Delaware,  38.6  bushels. 

Cameron  County  had  the  smallest  acre- 
Lf  111  any  County  of  the  State;  the  total 
Mz  180  acres  with  a  total  production 
I ::,?80 bushels  or  an  average  yield  of  31 
\:kh  per  acre.  The  lowest  yield  per 
|i:e  was  in   Fulton    County    with    26.4 

;,-heIs.  The  acreage  was  2,340  acres  or 
|:ital  production  of  61.780  bushels. 

1940  Somerset  County   led  all  the 
[iiities  in  total  production  and  Delaware 

jnty  was  first  with  40.5  bushels  in  the 

rra^e  yield  per  acre. 

Ifruit,   vegetable 

IPROSPECTS  ARE  GOOD 

j'ARLV   reports    to    the    Department 
J  of  .Agriculture  from  principal   fruit 
kins  throughout    the    country     show 
per  favorable    prospects    for    apples, 
m  grapes,  cherries,  plums  and  prunes 
•in  some  North  Atlantic  and    North 
j-tral  States   peach    buds    were    badly 
pMped  by  Winter  and  Spring  freezes. 
the  Southern    States    another    large 
'f!i  crop,    somewhat     short     of     last 
I  ^"^ns  record  output,  is   in  prospect. 
I  ational  supplies  of  commercial  vege- 
1*  for    marktt     are     likely     to     be 
|-tetely  above  those  of  last  year.   The 
Jtable  yields    per    acre    estimated    to 
;'■  However,  average  somewhat   higher 
l-^iinmost  recent  seasons.   The  increase 
I  ';l»r  costs    is    being    felt    in    some 
I'ttawe  producing  areas.    This  may  re- 
-tt^ments  more  quickly  than  usual 
Harket  prices  decline.    The  prospective 
tjtion  of  vegetables  in  States  usually 
l-Png  dunng   May   is   about   22   per- 
;..taove  last  year  and   is  well   above 
h  o     ,"  ^■■'^I^ansion  of  about  20  per- 
Fihe  f     ^^   '^   '"   prospect  for    1942 
K-l  ??^^''  acreage  planted  to  im- 
Klr^  ""P'    ^^'^   P'-ocessing.     If 
liv^     '^'■^c^^ssors    carry    out    their 
lil',,^"  l''ans.   the  acreage   planted 
•twf      "   ^^'^   canning,    freezing. 
l^hTT'?^  vvill  reach  the  record 
[■Mr^r./fT^^   two    million    acres. 
i;^;   /  1  ^'93.230  acres   was   planted 
/    egetahles  in    1941   and   during 

I   W  Teres      rf'"  ^^'  ^^''^-^^  "^^^ 
vear  ;.  ^  "^    greatest    increase 

%  n.  f?"^^^^''  t"  '^e  made  in  the 

^\.P  anted    to    tomatoes    for    pro- 

^^tu' ^^""^[s  and  tomato  products 

■s  dL/i    '^    "     ^o     increase     this 
,  P^n  d  ,,reaRe   29   percent    over 

'a26nl/*^^  processors  rank  second 
'^  Percent  mcrease. 

";  POTATO  ACREAGE 

rWrwi^  '".  '^^^  potatoes,  which 

rst  JntenHT^  ^^^  ^"""*'"y  ^'^  not 

t^i  bp  Ik       '"crease,    now    seems 

•  vL     t"^  ^hree   percent   larger 

1  askeH  ,„  •  "  ^'^rly  March  farmers 

h  Mirvev  j'""^'!''^''^  plantings  and  a 

'iicates  .n!«^  principal   northern 

^^  some  increases. 
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SUGGEST  SPRAYS  TO 
PROTECT  JUNIPERS 

ALTHOUGH  Junipers  are  fairly  free 
.  from  destructive  insects  and  serious 
diseases,  they  are  subject  to  attacks  which 
may  require  treatment  to  preserve  the 
trees  in  a  desirable  state  of  health  and 
vigor,  it  is  stated  by  the  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture in  making  suggestions  for  treat- 
ments at  this  time  of  the  year. 

The  principal  insect  of  the  Juniper 
is  the  Juniper  scale  which  frequently 
destroys  many  fine  specimens.  It  is 
stated  that  the  most  satisfactory  spray  is 
that  which  will  destroy  the  young  scale 
insects  which  hatch  and  are  active  about 
the  first  week  in  June.  Two  mixtures 
are  suggested  as  satisfactory.  The  one 
is  made  up  of  four  to  eight  pounds  of 
hard  or  liquid  soap,  one  pint  of  nicotine 
sulphate  containing  40  percent  nicotine 
and  100  gallons  of  water.  The  exact 
amount  of  soap  to  be  used  will  depend 
upon  the  hardness  of  the  water.  For  one 
gallon  lots,  use  a  few  ounces  of  soap  and 
one   teaspoon  ful   of  nicotine. 

The  other  mixture  consists  of  one  and 
one  half  gallons  of  summer  oil,  such  as 
"volck"  or  "summer  mulsion,"  one  pint 
of  nicotine  sulphate  containing  40  per- 
cent nicotine  and  100  gallons  of  water. 
For  one  gallon,  use  one  half  ounce  sum- 
mer oil  and  one  teaspoon  ful  of  nicotine. 
A  second  application  of  either  mixture 
should  be  made  after  10  days.  The  entire 
plant  should  be  sprayed  as  the  insect  will 
be  killed  only  if  contacted  by  the 
mixture. 

The  second  mixture  can  also  be  used 
for  the  destruction  of  red  spiders  or 
mites  which  cause  the  foliage  to  turn 
brown  or  yellow  and  in  heavy  infestations 
may  cause  death  of  the  plant.  The 
spraying  should  be  done  immediately 
that  there  are  indications  of  infestation. 

Juniper  web-worm  can  be  controlled 
by  the  use  of  any  spray  or  dust  con- 
taining arsenate  of  lead  applied  as  soon 
as  the  first  feeding  by  the  insect  is 
noticed.  Satisfactory  results  will  be  ob- 
tained by  the  use  of  any  dust  containing 
arsenate  of  lead,  such  as  a  mixture  of 
one  pound  of  that  material  with  nine 
pounds  of  hydrated  lime  or  nine  pounds 
of  clay  or  any  spray  containing  those 
materials  in  the  proportion  of  one  and  one 
half  pounds  to  50  gallons  of  water.  It 
is  suggested  that  the  plants  be  wash 
sprayed  with  water  a  few  hours  after 
spraying  with  oil  or  soap  mixtures  which 
helps  to  remove  the  insects  or  mites  from 
the  infested  plants. 

Nursery  blight  or  twig  blight  as  it  is 
sometimes  called,  found  frequently  on 
Junipers,  is  characterized  by  a  dying  of 
the  tips  of  the  twigs  which  turn  light 
tan  in  color.  Young  trees  may  be  severe- 
ly injured  and  sometimes  killed  as  the 
fungus  extends  toward  the  trunk.  By 
the  time  the  disease  becomes  noticeable, 
minute  black  fruiting  bodies  become  evi- 
dent as  they  push  through  the  epidermis 
of  the   infected  leaves. 

The  disease  is  most  prevalent  during 
seasons  of  excessive  moisture,  especially 
during  the  spring  months  when  the  new 
growth  takes  place.  Crowding  of  plants 
produces  conditions  favorable  for  the 
spread  of  the  fungus  which  may  continue 
throughout  the  season. 

To  control  this  disease,  prune  off  and 
burn  the  affected  twigs  late  in  the  Fall 
or  Winter.  This  should  be  followed  by 
two  or  three  applications  of  Bordeaux 
mixture  at  two-week  intervals  starting 
at  the  time  new  growth  takes  place  in 
the  Spring, 

BIG  INCREASE  SHOWN 
IN  NUMBER  OF  GOATS 

RECORDS  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  show  an  increase  of 
30  percent  from  April  1941  to  April  this 
year  in  the  number  of  goats  in  this  State 
maintained  for  commercial  milk  produc- 
tion. At  the  present  time  there  are  135 
herds  consisting  of  1,325  goats  under 
supervision  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture for  the  control  of  tuberculosis  com- 
pared with  96  herds  consisting  of  1,065 
goats  a  year  earlier.  Of  that  number 
143  herds  consisting  of  1.303  goats  are 
also  under  official  supervision  for  the 
control  of  Bang  disease,  indicating  that 
practically  all  of  the  goats  maintained 
in  this  State  for  commercial  milk  pro- 
duction are  under  supervision  for  the 
control  of  those  diseases. 


COMPILATIONS  SHOW 
CARLOT  SHIPMENTS 
OF  PENNA.  PRODUCTS 

COMPILATIONS  issued  through  the 
Deilartment  of  Agriculture  show 
that  a  total  of  3,436  carlot  shipments  of 
Pennsylvania  fruits  and  vegetables  were 
made  during  1941.  In  addition  to  those 
shipments,  motor  trucks  transported  those 
products  from  this  State  to  the  New 
York  City  market  in  the  equivalent  to 
2,660  carlots  and  to  the  Philadelphia 
market  in  the  equivalent  of  7,408  carlots. 

In  carlot  shipments  apples  head  the 
list,  totaling  1,530  cars  and  tomatoes 
were  second  with  1,095  cars.  Potatoes 
follow  with  459  cars  and  peaches  are 
fourth  on  the  list  with  292  cars.  Other 
shipments  were  cabbage,  45  cars;  plums 
and  prunes,  six  cars;  dried  apples,  four 
cars;  beets,  three  cars,  and  carrots,  two 
cars. 

Apples  also  hold  the  lead  in  carlot 
equivalent  shipments  by  truck  to  the  New 
York  market  with  689  cars  followed  by 
peaches  with  515  cars.  Other  shipments 
to  that  market  were:  Asparagus,  137; 
snap  beans,  210;  beets,  33;  broccoli,  43; 
cabbage,  58;  carrots,  95;  celery,  43; 
green  corn,  84;  cucumbers,  65;  parsnips, 
55;  potatoes,  7;  rhubarb.  26;  spinach, 
277;  tomatoes,  199;  turnips  and  ruta- 
bagas, 22;  watercress,  27,  and  miscel- 
laneous, 75  cars. 

Shipments  to  the  Philadelphia  market 
were  headed  by  potatoes  which  accounted 
for  2,920  cars,  followed  by  apples,  953; 
asparagus,  three;  snap  and  lima  beans, 
41  ;  beets,  268 ;  broccoli,  27 ;  cabbage, 
395;  'cantaloupes,  11;  carrots,  407; 
celery,  195;  green  corn,  461;  cucumbers, 
87  ;  lettuce,  45  ;  parsnips,  75 ;  peaches,  87 ; 
rhubarb,  114;  spinach,  563;  tomatoes, 
277;  turnips  and  rutabagas,  254,  and 
miscellaneous,  225  cars. 

In  carlot  shipments  of  apples  Frank- 
lin County  leads  the  list  with  731  cars 
and  also  holds  first  place  in  the  ship- 
ment of  peaches  with  216  cars.  A  total 
of  157  cars  of  apples  and  35  cars  of 
peaches  were  shipped  from  Adams 
County,  placing  that  county  second  on 
the  list  in  shipments  of  those  fruits. 
Lancaster  County  leads  in  the  shipment 
of  potatoes  with  668  cars,  followed  by 
York  County  with  459  cars,  Lebanon,  423 
and  Potter  242  cars. 

The  importance  of  the  mushroom  in- 
dustry is  suggested  by  the  fact  that  622 
carlot  equivalent  shipments  were  made 
by  truck  and  212  by  express  to  the 
New  York  market  and  246  to  the  Phila- 
delphia market,  making  a  total  shipment 
to  those  markets  alone  of  the  equivalent 
to  1,080  carlots. 

URGE     INSPECTIONS 
OF  GRAZING  LANDS 

As  a  result  of  the  recent  loss  by  a 
Dauphin  County  farmer  of  six  cows 
from  poisoning  while  in  pasture,  the 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  has  again  em- 
phasized the  importance  of  thoroughly 
checking  over  grazing  lands.  The 
Dauphin  County  farmer  did  not  suffer 
the  loss  from  poison  plants  which  are 
the  most  common  cause  of  poison  deaths 
of  cattle  but  from  a  rather  unusual 
source. 

Investigation  by  Bureau  agents  in  that 
case  revealed  that  paint  cans  had  been 
thrown  or  washed  onto  the  pasture  land 
and  the  cows  ate  the  refuse  from  the 
containers,  the  white  lead  being  poison 
which  caused  death.  It  is  urged  that 
farmers  inspect  their  grazing  lands  for 
poison  plants  and  also  for  refuse  which 
might  be  washed  along  streams  which 
might  traverse  pastures.  This  inspection, 
it  is  pointed  out  should  be  made  periodi- 
cally to  assure  against  losses  of  livestock. 

GREEN  PEA  ACREAGE 
IS    INCREASED    20% 

PRKLIMINARY  reports  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  show  a 
total  of  10,300  acres  planted  this  year  in 
Pennsylvania  to  green  peas  for  proces- 
sing which  represents  an  increase  of  20 
percent  over  the  8,600  acres  devoted  to 
that  crop  last  year  and  an  increase  of 
more  than  two  and  one  half  times  the 
average  for  the  years  1931  to  1940.  The 
two  varieties,  smooth  round  and  sweet 
wrinkled  make  almost  an  even  break  in 
acreage,  5,050  acres  having  been  planted 
to  the  former  variety  and  5,250  acres  to 
the  latter  variety. 
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4PVISE  reECAUTION 
f  DOGS 
Jf    RABIES 

iRlN'G  the  month  of  May  29  brains 


P 


,,    animals    were     examined     for 
'at  the  laboratory  of  the  Bureau  of 
5al  Industry  of  the   Department   of 
r  ulture.  of  which  15  were  found  to 


::ric 


It    was    reported    that    39 
"'ami  UX)  animals  were  bitten  or 


itive 


pi- 

I  'Ted  to'the  rabid  dogs  in  the  areas  in 

'^■•h  they  were  found,   which  were  in 

"counties   of   Allegheny,    Armstrong, 

ir  Chester,  Clarion.  Crawford,  Cum- 

Iriand,  Dauphin,  Delaware,  Fayette  and 

irdiscussing    rabies    officials    of    the 

hm  pointed  to  the   necessity,    if   the 

-■^fction  is  to   be   held    m    control,    of 

liners  of  dogs  being   acquamted    with 

i  symptoms  and  of  taking  the  proper 

•  cautiwis    with    animals    which    show 

1>  of  being  affected.    It  is  pointed  out 

';,( the  disease  occurs  in  two  forms,  one 

e  furious  type  and  the  other  the  dumb 

rpe,  The  usual  first  symptoms  of  a  dog 

lich  has  contracted  the  furious  form  is 

chaniie  in  disposition,   later   becoming 

aeajv  and  snapping  at    imaginary   ob- 

.5.'  At  that   stage   its   bark    will    be 

.  atural  in  tone   to    an    extent    which 

trmits  identification   of   the   disease   by 

::  bark  alone  by  persons  versed  in  the 

t-tase. 

\i  the  dog  is  permitted  to  be  at  large 

'naks  loose  it  will  run  wild  and  snap 

:  bite  any  object,  person  or  animal  in 

I.  way.  and  finally  after   long  wander- 

[.•,  the  dog  weakens,  becomes  paralyzed 

c:dics,  but  in  its  path  it  has  spread  the 

raded    virus     to     both     persons     and 

bmals. 

jlbtdumb  form  results  in  paralysis  of 

jaws  of  the  dog,  usually  eliminating 

danger  of  biting,  but  frequently  giv- 

[;  the  suggestion  that  the  dog  has  an 

tct  in  the   tlimat    which    impels    the 

irr  to  attempt  to  release  it.    This  is 

::erous  in  that  infection  can  be  caused 

he  person. 

ji:  is  urged  that  immediately  a  dog  is 

pcted  of  having  the  disease  medical 

I  lie  summoned,   but   that   the   dog   be 

(iidy  confined  at  once.    The  heads  of 

':tcted  animals  are  sent  to  the  bureau 

•ratnry  where  a  diagnosis  is  made  by 

:';!alists  and   if   the    disease    is    found 

H  are  taken   at   once    for    the    treat- 

|:t  of  persons  wlio  have  been  exposed 

'^e  infected  animal. 

ICOCCIDIOSIS  SERIOUS 
piSEASE  OF  POULTRY 

ITH   the    vast    expansion    of    the 

poultry    industry,    poultrymen    are 

p cautioned  by  the  Bureau  of  Animal 

■  stry  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
to  follow  every  possible   safeguard 

•inn  outbreaks  of  coccidiosis,  which  is 

■  'tthe  tnost  destructive  and  prevalent 
«wus  diseases  confronting  the  indus- 

Ubservance  of  strict  sanitary  rules 

avoiding  wet  and  damp  conditions  in 

ctiicken  houses  are   the   best   assur- 

.■>  against  widespread  infections. 

'"disease  is  most  harmful  to  chicks 

rj   I  ^°.  ^^  ^^^^s  of  age,  following 

ur!ru     ^^'■''^'"  "^^''"^^  diseases  such 

L=j;e'jll,  pullorum  disease,  bronchitis 

"•ooder  pneumonia.   Older  birds  may 

•^seriously  afifected  by  the  disease. 

,  .reaks  are  most  likely  to  occur  in  the 

Sr.'^f^y   Summer,    particularly 
g  Penode  of  wet  weather. 

KT^iI  r'^''^'^'^  is  more  difficult  by 
^'^^v?'u''^  ^^^t  ^Jie  germ  may  live 
tVn,  ^^^'^  conditions  as  long  as  a 
fCr '""^..^'^  capable  of  producing 

is 


n      !  '.?    susceptible    birds.      The 
^  easily    carried    ou    the    shoes. 
,  ,^^   ."^ccts  and  other  means.    It  is 
^j^^ireezing  and   by   temperatures 

1  coal  f'^'''  .''"^  's  resistant  to  the 
..^  .^'  tar  di.sinfectants.  Extreme 
.,.    ^  d^tructive  to  them  as  is  the 

pntained  "'^^^^''  '"  ^'^'^^  ^^^^ 

'^^/l''"''''  ^«^'"s*  the  disease  are 
,|   nc  ho„scs  and  equipment  clean 

■<ms.       ^^^"^  ^^""e  screening  below 

R(Im  ^^'ng  shipped 

5^^  SOUTHEAST 

,,,  i„  ^  ^{^  f)cets  have  been 
^rly  hnn  ,  -Tr^'icrn  part  of  the 
3  bunclu-d  beets  are  now  mov- 
>.  ,^7  from  the  Southeastern 
l„„'^'Rated  fields  have  nice 
ir-.ul.U    ^^'^t    weather   has    made 


'  -'AVI, 


TESTED    SEED    VALUE 
IS  SHOWN  BY  SURVEY 

RESULTS  of  a  survey  made  over  a 
period  of  years  to  show  the  value 
of  planting  certified  seed  for  regular 
feeding  grains  as  well  as  for  future 
certification  have  been  made  known  by 
the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  showing  yields 
which  more  than  compensate  for  the 
greater  cost  of  purchasing  certified  seed 
over  ordinary  seed  in  addition  to  giving 
greater  assurance  of  a  good  crop. 

The  study  was  made  with  oats  and 
showed  that  certified  varieties  yielded 
between  3.8  and  10.3  or  an  average  of 
seven  bushels  per  acre  more  than  a  com- 
mon unselected  lot  of  seed.  On  the 
basis  of  the  unselected  seed  costing  50 
cents  a  bushel  compared  with  90  cents 
a  bushel  for  the  certified  grain,  the  in- 
creased yield  gave  a  net  profit  of  $2.30 
per  acre  greater  than  that  of  the  or- 
dinary seed,  or  about  10  percent  greater 
value   for  the  crop. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  the  amount  of 
labor  is  the  same  in  both  instances  and 
that  when  certified  seed  is  once  planted 
it  can  be  kept  clean  without  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  and  used  for  future  planting. 
In  advocating  the  wider  use  of  certified 
seed  it  is  pointed  out  that  it  has  been 
proved  from  every  angle  that  good  tested 
seed  will  produce  more  abundantly,  will 
give  greater  assurances  of  a  successful 
crop  and  that  the  weed  problem  is  re- 
duced to  a  minimum.  It  is  urged  that 
certified  seed  be  used  for  all  grains, 
potatoes,  brambles,  fruit  trees  and  any 
other  crop  that  is  grown. 

ADVISE  PROPER  USE 
OF  INSECTICIDES  TO 
OVERCOME  SHORTAGES 

WITH  supplies  of  all  insecticides  and 
fungicides  affected  by  the  war,  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  suggests  methods 
through  which  the  best  use  can  be  made 
of  the  materials  available.  Lead  for  lead 
arsenate,  copper  for  Paris  green  and 
Bordeaux  for  arsenic  for  poisons  are  all 
used  in  defense  work  and  insecticides 
containing  rotenone  are  becoming  more 
difficult  to  obtain  since  the  plant  roots 
from  which  this  material  is  made  come 
from  the  East  Indies  which  is  cut  off  by 
the  Japs  and  from  South  America  from 
which  shipping  is  a  serious  problem. 

The  War  Production  Board  has  ruled 
that   rotenone   may  be   used  only   in  the 
production    of    food    crops    exclusive    of 
cranberries,  eggplant,  cucumbers,  onions, 
peppers  and  sweetcorn,  leaving  the  chief 
use   of   that   effective    spray   material    in 
the    production    of    cabbage,    beans    and 
tomatoes.    The  last  named  are  best  pro- 
tected from  flea  beetles  while  the  plants 
are     small     by      frequent     dustings     of 
rotenone    as    other    insecticides    usually 
cause   damage   to   those   plants.     Control 
of  worms   in  cabbage  should   start  soon 
after    the    plants    are    set    and    rotenone 
dusts  are  highly  desirable  after  the  heads 
begin  to  form.    Previous  to  that  time  the 
leaves  may  be  protected  by  dusting  one 
part  with  Paris  green  and  nine  parts  of 
hydrated  lime,  by  weight  of  the  lime.  The 
plants    may    also    be    effectively    dusted 
lightly   wM'th   undiluted   calcium   arsenate. 
Rotenone  may  be  used  in  the  protection 
of  bean  foliage  from  beetles  by  using  a 
dust    composed   of    magnesium    arsenate, 
one   part   by   weight    with    five   parts   of 
hydrated  lime.    Calcium  arsenate  may  be 
substituted    for  the   magnesium  arsenate. 
Another  material  known  as  cryolite,  when 
mixed  in  the  proportion  of  six  parts  by 
weight   with    four   parts   of   dusting   sul- 
phur  or   talc  is  an   clTective   control    for 
bean  itisects.    Cryolite  should  not  be  used 
with    lime    since    that    combination    will 
cause  severe  burning  of  bean  foliage.    If 
needed,    applications   of    rotenone    should 
he  made  after  the  pods  begin  to  form. 

It  is  further  urged  that  the  right  ma- 
terial be  used  for  the  control  of  the  par- 
ticular plant  pest  found  on  the  crop,  that 
applications  of  materials  be  complete  but 
not  excessive  and  that  they  Iw  applied  at 
the  proper  time  to  insure  the  best  results 
from  the  materials. 

Grains,  Fruits  Promising 

In  spite  of  the  wet  weather  corn  and 
oats  generally  look  promising  according 
to  reports  to  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. In  some  sections  washing  neces- 
sitated replanting  of  corn  and  oats  is 
yellowing  where  it  is  too  wet.  Fruits  are 
developing  rapidly.  Pastures  are  in  good 
condition. 


BAGWORM  CONTROL  IS 
URGED  TO  PREVENT 
HEAVY    TREE    LOSSES 

MEASURES  for  the  control  of  the 
bagworm  which  is  a  serious  pest 
of  shade  and  fruit  trees  and  which  also 
attacks  many  other  plants,  showing  pref- 
erence for  black  locust,  junipers  and  ar- 
borvitae,  are  given  in  a  circular  issued 
by  the  Buerau  of  Plant  Industry  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture.  It  is  urged 
that  all  trees  be  inspected  particularly  at 
this  season  and  that  steps  be  taken  at 
once  to  destroy  the  pests  should  they  be 
found. 

The  tree  upon  which  the  bagworm  is 
found  should  be  sprayed  thoroughly  with 
arsenate  of  lead  at  the  rate  of  two  pounds 
m  50  gallons  of  water.  It  is  important 
that  the  spray  be  applied  while  the  cater- 
pillars are  quite  small  since  the  species 
IS  difficult  to  control  when  they  become 
older.  One  application  of  the  spray  is 
usually  sufficient  to  give  complete  control 
if  thoroughly  applied. 

On  small  trees  a  fair  measure  of  con- 
trol may  be  had  by  collecting  the  bags 
by  hand  and  destroying  them.  It  is  sug- 
gested that  plantings  be  inspected  during 
the  dormant  season  since  the  pests  are 
easily  detected  at  that  time  on  deciduous 
trees.  More  careful  inspection  is  neces- 
sary  m  the  case  of  evergreen  trees. 

The  bagworm  is  identified  by  the  bag- 
like structure  within  which  the  insect 
lives  during  the  worm  or  caterpillar  stage. 
The  wingless  female,  which  never  leaves 
the  bag.  deposits  her  eggs  there  which 
hatch  during  the  latter  part  of  May  and 
early  June.  The  pests  feed  upon  the 
leaves  and  at  the  same  time  cover  them- 
selves with  a  silken  cover  attached  to 
small   stems  and  leaves. 

The  caterpillars  and  the  bags  reach 
their  full  growth  during  August  and  are 
then  up  to  two  inches  long  and  firmly 
attached  to  twigs  by  silken  threads.  Just 
before  tying  the  bags  the  caterpillars  be- 
come restless  and  migrate  considerable 
distances  taking  the  bags  with  them. 
Frequently  they  go  to  other  trees  in  the 
immediate   vicinity. 

BARLEY  CROP  LOWER 
VALUE     IS     GREATER 

ALTHOUGH  the  production  was  156,- 
.  000  bushels  less,  the  value  of  the 
Pennsylvania  barley  crop  last  year  was 
$205,000  greater  than  in  1940  according 
to  records  compiled  by  the  State  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  announced  by 
Secretary  John  H.  Light.  The  total  pro- 
duction in  1941  was  3,614.000  bushels 
from  139,000  acres  compared  with  3,770  - 
000  bushels  from  145,000  acres  in  1940. 
Average  yield  per  acre  in  each  year  was 
26  bushels,  but  the  average  price  per 
bushel  advanced  from  54  cents  to  62 
cents. 

With  18.410  acres  devoted  to  the  crop 
last  year  and  18.980  acres  in  1940,  Lan- 
caster County  led  all  the  counties  in  the 
State    both    years    in    acreage   and   total 
production.   It  also  held  the  lead  last  vear 
in    average    yield    per    acre    with    '32  7 
bushels    but    in    1940   was    crowded    out 
from    first    place    by    Delaware    County 
with  a  production  of  30.9  bushels  com- 
pared  with   the   Lancaster  yield   of  30  5 
bushels.    York  County  held  second  place 
both  years  in  acres  with  13,000  acres  last 
year  and   13,400  acres  in  1940.    Average 
yield  per  acre  was  27.3  bushels  in   1941 
and    17.9    bushels    the    year    previously 
Franklin    County    held    third    place    in 
acreage  both  years  with  12.110  acres  last 
year  and  12,490  acres  in  1940.    Yield  per 
acre  was  23.1   bushels  in   1941   and  24  6 
bushels  in  1940. 

In  each  of  the  two  years  Philadelphia, 
Pike  and  Forest  counties  were  tied  with 
10  acres  each,  the  lowest  acreage  of  any 
of  the  Counties.  The  lowest  average 
yield  per  acre  last  year  was  in  Forest 
County  with  18.9  bushels.  The  year  pre- 
viously Warren  County  was  low  with 
16.1  bushels  when  Forest  County  had  a 
yield  of  16.2  bushels. 

REPORT  PRODUCTS  IN 
COLD  STORAGE  IN  PA. 

REPORTS  to  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  show  that  on  May  1 
riairy  and  poultry  products  in  cold  stor- 
age in  Pennsylvania  were  as  follows: 
9.0(K)  forty-quart  cans  of  cream,  4.343,000 
pounds  of  butter,  9.864.000  pounds  of 
American  cheese,  166.000  cases  of  shell 
eirgs.  4..^21.000  pounds  of  frozen  eggs 
mkI  .17S1  000  p(  imkN  of  ]ionltrv. 
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NEWS   BULLETIN 

1909,  at  the  Po.t  Office  at  Harrisbarg,  Pa,  under  Act  of  Congre...  June  d.  1900. 
in  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 


Harrisburg,    June  25.  1942 


No.  26 


REDUCTIOl 
^       FOR 


NUMl 


X)F  FAIRS  SCHEDULED 
flA  DURING  1942 


■jFRE  will  be  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  fairs  held  this  year  in  Pennsylvania, 
;  cretary  of  Agriculture  John  H.  Light  has  announced.  Of  the  88  fairs  conducted 
■'^  eiglit  have  been  suspended  and  68  will  be  held.    Reports  have  not  yet  been 


Uved  from 


the  remaining  14  organizations. 


F- >;  which  have  suspended  operations  for  this  year  are  New  Holland  Fair,  New 
I'lind-  Bradford  County  Fair,  Towanda;  Cambria  County  Fair,  Ebensburg;  Myers- 
f  Community  Fair,  Myerstown ;  Annual  Allegheny  County  Fair,  Allegheny 
Hv- South  Mountain  Fair,  Arendtsville ;  Fawn  Grove  Fair,  Fawn  Grove;  Millers- 
Farmers'  Fair,  Millersburg.  War  conditions  are  believed  to  be  the  governing 
?rs  in  the  suspensions. 

commenting  upon  the  situation  faced  by  fairs  this  year,  Secretary  Light  stated 

'.\e  fully  appreciated  the  many  difficulties  involved  which  are  intensified  by  the 

i  labor  situation  which  will  not  permit  the  average  farmer  to  leave  his  farm  opera- 

'"'   !,en  work  can  be  done,  and  by  the  rubber  and  gasoline  shortages,  but  expressed 

'  that  wherever  possible  the  fairs  will  be  continued.    "The  fair  has  become  a 

f  importance  in  the  life  of  agriculture,"  stated  the  secretary.     "It  is  not  only 

•yrceof  diversion  but  plays  a  large  part  in  the  development  of  a  better  agriculture 

'..,1,  the  stimulus  provided  by  the  many  entries  and  awards  for  excellence."    Con- 

Mr.  Light  declared  that  "in  spite  of  the  war  and  the  many  hardships  it  imposes, 

desirable  that  the  fairs  do  not  fade  out  of  the  agricultural  picture.     During  these 

i  of  stress  they  can  make  telling  contributions  to  morale  as  well  as  continuing  the 

Indid  contrihutions  to  the  advancement  of  agriculture." 

pollowing  is  a  list  of  the  fairs  which  will  be  held  this  year,  including  the  dates, 
(Qtions  and  names  of  the  secretaries : 

LOCATION 


AIR 

Meld  Ca  Fair 
,  a  Valley  Fair         . 
[•er  Fair  &  Exposition 
"'  r«n  Fair 
[....-  Central 
,,.,,-1  Co.  Fair 
:;;e(l  farmers 

■■■:  fair  ,     _  . 

ft«  Agri.  &  Meek  Fair 

Community  Fair 
[:;jna  Co.  Fair 
I  Co.  Fair 
;>v;n  Fair 
I-.:  End  Fair 
:er  Fair 

"V  County  Fair 
|.:,>burg  Fair 
imsdon  Co.  Fair 
van  County  Fair 
|:rlinro  Fair 

-nf  Dreher  Community  Fair 
Armstrong  Co.  Fair 
•iia  County  Fair 
•ttomery  County  Fair 
.-liion  Fair 

-ville  Community  Fair 
.•■M  Fair 
■:,  Ci>.  Fair 
I-.;  End  Fair 
|;^tield  Fair 

njsville  Community  Fair 
t'ffird  Community   Fair 
liotshufR  Fair 
nf  Fair 
.  •:  Barren  Spring  Fair 
■niiig  County  Fair 
|-j  Inter-State  Fair 
ainR  Co.  Fair 

i-:  Lampeter  Community  Fair 
•3  Grange  Fair 
H  Township  Fair 
[carton  Co.  Agri.  Fair 
I'-  Township  Community  Fair 
-   .Agri.  Fair 
•  r.rove  Fair 
■  County  Fair 
|"Ea>>t  Community  Fair 
p'anvhurg  Community  Fair 
'■■: .Mfxander  Fair 
"tCo.  Agri.  Fair 
'rfat  Allentown  Fair 
■■'-  .Vr'l  &  Hort'l  Fair 
■■''Urg  Fair 

wni  Community  Farm  Show 
sylmrg  Comm.  Farm  Show 
•iville  Community  Fair 
"y-nm  Community  Fair 

■pelong  Fair 
"'  Community  Fair 
■•  Community  Fair 
''■em  Bedford  Co.  Fair 
■^efj  &  Fruit  Growers  Fair 
[^"Mahanoy  Comm.  Fair 
I  f""  Cove  Community  Fair 
[""'''feh  Lamb  Show 
r  '"^'[le  Community  Fair 


Clearfield,  Pa. 

Tioga  Junction,  Pa. 

Butler,  Pa. 

Kutztown,  Pa. 

Mercer,  Pa. 

Meyersdale,  Pa. 

Ahbottstown,  Pa. 

Troy,  Pa. 

Dayton,  Pa. 

Greensburg,  Pa. 

Indiana,  Pa. 

Bedford,  Pa. 

Dovlestown,  Pa. 

Gilhert,  Pa. 

Jenner.stown,  Pa. 

Newport,  Pa. 

Wattsburg,  Pa. 

Huntingdon,  Pa. 

Forksville,  Pa. 

Stoneboro,  Pa. 

Newfoundland,  Pa. 

Ford  City,  Pa. 

Port  Royal,  Pa. 

Hatfield,  Pa. 

Lehighton,  Pa. 

lyinesville.  Pa. 

Harford,  Pa. 

McConnellsburg,  Pa. 

Laurelton,  Pa. 

Mansfield,  Pa. 

Youngsville,  Pa. 

Waterford,  Pa. 

Waynesburg,  Pa. 

Reading,  Pa. 

Pleasant  Grove,  Pa. 

Hughesville,  Pa. 

York,  Pa. 

Tunkhannock,  Pa. 

Lampeter,  Pa. 

Newville,  Pa. 

Derry,  Pa. 

Washington,  Pa. 

Cookport,  Pa. 

Edinboro,  Pa. 

Sugar  Grove,  Pa. 

Tionesta,  Pa. 

North  East,  Pa. 

Spartansburg,  Pa. 

West  Alexander,  Pa. 

Honesdale,  Pa. 

Allentown,  Pa. 

(iratz,  Pa. 

Bloomsburg,  Pa. 

Manheim,  Pa. 

Hollidaysburg,  Pa. 

Turbotville,  Pa. 

Port  Allegany,  Pa. 

Washingtoiiville,  Pa. 

Ulysses,  Pa. 

Oxford,  Pa. 

Yellow  Creek,  Pa. 

Franklin,  Pa. 

Dalmatia,  Pa. 

Martinsburg,  Pa. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

.„p  ,.    -•  -"..  I'nionville,  Pa. 

'ffrkiomen  Valley  Comm.  Fair  East  Greenville,  Pa. 
'Jrsh  Baby  Beef  Show  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


DATE 

Aug.  4-8 
Aug.  6-9 
Aug.  11-14 
Aug.  17-22 
Aug.  18-21 
Aug.  18-21 
Aug.  18-22 
Aug.  18-22 
Aug.  18-22 
Aug.  20-22 
Aug.  25-28 
Aug.  25-29 
Aug.  25-29 
Aug.  26 
Sept.  1-4 
Sept.  1-4 
Sept.  1-5 
Sept.  1-5 
Sept.  2-5 
Sept.  2-7 
Sept.  3-5 
Sept.  4-7 
Sept.  7-12 
Sept.  7-12 
Sept.  7-12 
Sept.  9-1 1 
Sept.  9-11 
Sept.  9-12 
Sept.  9-12 
Sept.  9-12 
Sept.  9-12 
Sept.  9-12 
Sept.  9-12 
Sept.  13-20 
Sept.  14 
Sept.  14-19 
Sept.  15-19 
Sept.  15-19 
Sept.  16-18 
Sept.  16-19 
Sept.  17-19 
Sept.  17-19 
Sept.  17-19 
Sept.  17-19 
Sept.  17-19 
Sept.  17-19 
Sept.  17-19 
Sept.  17-19 
Sept.  17-19 
Sept.  22-25 
Sept.  22-26 
Sept.  22-26 
Sept.  28-Oct.  3 
Oct.  1-3 
Oct.  7-9 
Oct.  7-10 
Middle  of  Oct. 
Oct.  13-16 
Oct.  14-16 
Oct.  14-16 
Oct.  15-17 
Oct.  21-23 
Oct.  22-24 
Oct.  22-24 
Oct.  29 
Oct.  29-31 
Nov.  18-20 
Dec.  7-9 


SECRETARY 

Wm.  Brice,  Jr. 
Carl  H.  Forest 
C.  M.  Miller 
C.  L.  Bordner 
J.  P.  Orr 
Clarence  F.  Rowe 
C.  J.   Meckley 
H.  D.  Holcombe 
M.   E.  Garner 
J.  H.  Silvis.  Jr. 
B.   H.   Lichteberger 
A.  C.  Brice 
J.  Allen  Gardy 
J.  F.  ShiflFer 
A.  O.  L,ape 

A.  K.  Ludwig 
H.  M.  Burrows 
Kermit  L.  Laney 
J.   R.   Whiteley 
Walter  B.  Parker 
Henry  G.  Botjer 
Walter  H.   Bowser 
J.   H.  Book 
Alton  F.  Kinsey 
Frank  R.  Diehl 

O.  C.  Lance 
J.  A.  Williams 
L.  W.  Mallott 
William   Bauserman 
Frank   Marvin 
R.   L.  Albright 
Ray  J.   Salmon 
Ambrose  Bradley 
Charles  W.   Swovcr 
W.  F.  Tollinger' 
Elton   B.   Edkin 
John  H.  Rutter 

B.  O.  Sheldon 
W.   n.  Rentschler 

E.  Lee  Oiler 
J.  A.  Greubel 

J.  R.  Henderson 

F.  F.  Walker 
N.  P.  Manners 
T.  R.   Sponsler 
Ida  J.   Publes 
Margaret  Luebke 
J.  A.  Whitney 
Paul  Rogers 

R.   W.  Gammell 
M.  H.  Beary 
Guy  R.  Klinger 
Harry  B.  Correll 
E.  A.  Auld 
Glenn  Bressler 
Calvin  Manges 

C.  C.  Lynch 
Walter  J.  Lewis 
Olive  Griffin 
Seth  T.  Burt 
Howard  F.   Fox 
Caleb  D.  Sutton 
Neal  B.  Witmer 
Ella  S.  Ebersole 
AlBert  J.  Roth 
Roland  M.  Conard 
V.   S.   Ensminger 
Albert  J.   Roth 


EGG  PRODUCTION  64.68  PERCENT  AT  LAYING  TEST 


-  iroduction  in  the  thirtv-sixth  week 

"f  Pennsylvania  Official  'Egg  Laying 

^t  was  56.54  percent  and  for  the  entire 

P  "as  placed  at  64.68  percent.    The 

Nutr.ber  of  eggs  produced  was  180,119 

^-  average  of  163  eggs  per  bird,  the 

'-^'  "eight  of  which  was  24.48  ounces. 

J^n  of  Rhode  Lsland  Reds  entered  by 

'  f^arm  ranked  first  on  the  list  with 

"on  of  2,727  cgps  and   a   score 


of  2,876.40  points.  Next  in  the  order  of 
points  scored  were  pens  entered  by  Bab- 
cock's  Hatchery,  J.  A.  Hanson.  Burr's 
Poultry  Farm,  Kauder's  Pedigreed  Leg- 
horns, George  M.  Anthony  and  Booth 
Farms  and  Hatchery,  all  of  which  were 
pens  of  Single  Comb  White  Leghorns ; 
E.  B.  Parmenter,  Rhode  Island  Reds ;  and 
a  pen  of  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks  and  one 
of  Single  Comb  White  Leghorns  each 
entered  by  the  Dryden  Poultry  Farm. 


g"  PA.  CROP  VALUE 

OWED  INCREASE  OF 

'PERCENT  OVER  '40 

•n,it      ot    the    principal    field    and 
;;''  crops  in   Pennsylvania   in    1941 

S  ?i- 1.  ^^  ^^'^^  1  •0<>0.    compared 
.;;  ;345.000  f„r  1940,  nearly  15  per- 

ns  17'  J^^'^'^^'ir:  to  the  final  com- 

'CVh    P'P^'^"'^"*  "f  Agricul- 

W  nr^'  ^^^.^'•^t^'-y  John  H.  Light. 

,  ^J^  production  of   field   and    fruit 

to  L  '"  f^^*"^^"*   ^<?J<"'vv'    1940   but 

,.ne  average  of  the  past  decade. 

|.,f    'WO  percent  decline  in  the  acre- 

far  1^'"'^^''  harvested,   production 

>Drevi     ^^^'"  P^''cent   higher   than 

'  H  err       •'^^'''  "^^'"'y  because  of 
''^"  and  tobacco  crops.    With 


exception  of  apples  and  cherries,  produc- 
tion of  fruits  was  under  the  1940  records. 

Reflecting  the  adverse  effects  of  the  dry 
season  and  the  labor  shortage  in  some 
parts  of  the  State,  the  total  hay  crop  was 
16  percent  less  than  the  good  crop  in  1940 
and  somewhat  below  the  ten-year  aver- 
age. However,  farm  supplies  of  other 
feed  crops,  aided  materially  by  the  favor- 
able outturn  of  corn  and  oats,  were  three 
percent  above  the  previous  year.  Produc- 
tion of  the  cash  crops  of  potatoes  and 
tobacco  were  two  percent  above  1940  and 
also  of  much  better  quality. 

Prices  received  by  farmers  for  farm 
products  in  December  were  substantially 
higher  than  a  year  earlier  and  market 
demand  was  firm.  This  situation  was 
further  illustrated  by  the  average  value 
per   acre   of    the   various   crops   in    1941. 


FARMERS'  COSTS  ARE 
ONE  POINT  IN  EXCESS 
OF      INCOME      INDEX 

THE  ratio  of  prices  received  to  prices 
paid  by  Pennsylvania  farmers  during 
the  month  which  ended  May  15  stood  at 
99  figuring  the  1910-14  base  as  100  which 
was  the  same  as  that  during  the  similar 
month  a  year  ago,  according  to  reports 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  issued 
by  Secretary  John  H.  Light.  The  index 
of  prices  farmers  pay  for  the  things  they 
buy  stood  at  152,  showing  an  advance 
from  125  on  May  15,  1941  and  leaving 
a  gap  of  one  point  unfavorable  to  the 
farmer.  Compared  with  the  month  pre- 
viously the  index  of  prices  of  grains  de- 
clined one  point  to  121,  fruits  advanced  19 
points  to  174,  meat  animals  advanced  two 
points  to  171,  dairy  products  declined 
three  points  to  168  and  chickens  and  eggs 
remained  the  same  at  118. 

Although  there  is  a  reduction  in  the 
amount  of  farm  machinery  being  manu- 
factured, the  average  price  of  horses  de- 
clined two  points  to  $118  during  the 
month,  but  is  $8  above  the  price  a  year 
earlier.  The  price  is,  however,  $61  below 
the  average  price  for  the  years  from  1910 
to  1914.  Milk  cows  continued  to  advance 
in  price,  the  average  on  May  IS  being 
$107  compared  with  $105  a  month  earlier 
and  $85  a  year  previously.  The  average 
over  the  10-year  period  was  $52.22. 

Following  is  the  list  of  average  prices 
received  by  Pennsylvania  farmers: 

May   15,  May   IS, 

1941  1942 

y^^at Bu.         $     .95  $   1.15 

9,Z^    Bu-               .78  .93 

8^*f     Bu.               .44  .61 

g^'-'^^y     Bu.               .62  .75 

gye    •  • Bu.               .67  .81 

Buckwheat    Bu.               .60  78 

Pota,toes    Bu.               .60  \.0S 

Apples     Bu.               .95  1.40 

iJ^y Ton             9.90  1.^.90 

Beef   Cattle    Cwt.  8.50  10.80 

Veal  Calves   Cwt.  10.50  13  20 

f"^eP    Cwt.  4.20  5.70 

I-anibs Cwt.  9.70  1 1.90 

^?"'«    Head  116.00  126.00 

Chickens Lb.  .185  .91 

Turkeys    Lb.  .22  26 

Milk,  wholesale   ....Cwt.  2.10  2  50 

Milk,   retail    Qt.  117  '13 

Butter U.  .33  .38 

Butterfat    I,h.  ,32  37 

Eggs    Doz.  !219  ->7l 

Wool    Lb.  .40  .*44 

73,683  HERDS  UNDER 
SUPERVISION  IN  PA. 
FOR  BANG'S  CONTROL 

OUT  of  a  total  of  67,290  cattle  tested 
during  the  month  of  May  for  tuber- 
culosis under  the  supervision  of  the 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  only  141  cattle 
were  found  to  be  infected,  according  to 
the  report  of  Secretary  John  H.  Light. 

During  the  same  month  46,398  cattle 
were  tested  for  Bang's  disease  of  which 
number  1,437  were  found  to  be  positive. 
There  are  now  a  total  of  73,683  herds 
comprising  642,687  cattle  under  supervi- 
sion of  the  Bureau  in  the  Bang  disease 
control  program. 

Indemnities  paid  by  the  State  for  con- 
demned tuberculin  infected  cattle  during 
May  totaled  $3,686.28  and  the  Federal 
indemnity  amounted  to  $2,596.73.  Bang 
disease  indemnities  during  the  same  month 
amounted  to  $37,052.46  from  State  funds 
and  $30,265.57  from  Federal  funds. 

The  report  also  shows  that  8,015  swine 
were  vaccinated  during  the  month  against 
hog  cholera  on  141  premises  in  various 
parts  of  the  State.  Eight  premises  were 
quarantined  because  of  the  presence  of  the 
disease. 

LICENSE  42,906  DOGS 
DURING  PAST  MONTH 

A  TOTAL  of  42.906  dog  licenses  were 
issued  ill  this  State  during  the 
month  of  May  according  to  the  report  of 
Secretary  John  H.  Light  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  .Agriculture.  During  that  period 
250  prosecutions  were  entered  for  viola- 
tions of  the  dog  laws.  The  total  revenue 
flerivcd  from  licenses  and  fines  amounted 
to  $54,716.75. 

Police  officers  throuphout  the  State  re- 
ported the  killing  of  2,608  stray  and  un- 
controlled dogs  and  83  stray  dogs  were 
killed  by  agents  of  the  Department  of 
-Agriculture.  Claims  for  damage  to  live- 
stock and  poultry  caused  bv  stray  dogs 
totaled  138  for  which  S2,70l'.98  was  paid 
as  settlement.  The  State  collected  $118.75 
from  owners  of  dogs  which  caused  dam- 
age and  settlements  made  between  those 
making  claims  for  damages  and  dog 
«nvners  totaled  5-175.69. 
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^NEWS   BULLETIN 

WA1909,  at  the  Port  Office  at  Harrisbnrg,  Pa,  under  Act  of  Congreas,  June  d,  1900, 
Jo|n  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 


Harrisburg,    July  2.  1942 


EGG  PRODI 
Tia  BREAKU 
PREVIOUS     RECORDS 

•jF  ooultry  industry  is  keeping  step 
h  the  demand  for  all-out  war  pro- 
continuing  on  the  record-breaking 
/established  shortly  after  requests 
"made  for  more   poultry    products. 
'  •      in  this  State  continues  to 


[;,  nroduction 

ious  high  records,  according   to 
L;  reports  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 


j'prev: 


I  we   issued    by    Secretary    John    H. 
■I!    In  May  farm  flocks,  in  addition 


yt 


ung  the  largest   for   the   month   on 

rd  were  also   producing    a    greater 

i'rof  eggs  than  in  any  previous  May 

Lord    Production  for  the  first  five 

,L,nf  this  year  was  13  percent  ahead 

;£  same  period  in  1941.    The  report 

„.  that  during  that  month  this  year 

'  /uere  14,438.000  layers  on  the  farms 

'd  with    12.871,000    during    that 

nth  last  year.    Those  layers  produced 

otal  of  263  million  eggs  compared  with 

production  of  234  million  eggs  during 

av  last  year.   There  was  no  change  in 

lerate  of  lay,  which  was  18.2  eggs  per 

bjer. 

The  same   condition    prevailed    on    a 
jltrv-wide  basis,  national  egg  produc- 
li  farms  during  that  month  register- 
16  percent  greater  than  during   May 
"  and  established  a  new  high  record 
[•the  month.  The  rate  of  egg  production 
fc  laver  also  reached  a  new  high  record. 
f-f  number  of  layers  in  farm  flocks  ex- 
yed  all  previous  May  marks  and  num- 
|r  of  young  chickens  on   farms    Tune   1 
W  the  largest  in   12  years,   reflecting 
[r  exceptionally  large  hatchings  in  April 
May.    Chick   hatchings    during    the 
\\  five  months  of   this   year   were    16 
l-cent  larger  than  the   record   made   in 
j-!!  for  the  same  period.  Advance  orders 
.kedon  June  1  for  future  delivery  were 
jciitiy  smaller  than  last  year  indicating 
[;:  the  late  hatch    this    year    may    not 
■al  the  heavy  late  hatch  last  year. 
[n  this  State  average  prices  received  by 
'lucers  for  both  poultry  and  eggs  have 
■'.  rather    steady    during    May.     The 
•age  cost  of  laying  mash  and  scratch 
H  has    also    shown    little     variation. 
pimum   prices    for    poultry    products 
f:re  not  established  by  the  General  Maxi- 
Price    Regulation    Order    because 
|[e« received  by  farmers  for  these  corn- 
ties  are  below  the  minimum  at  which 
pps  can  be  established  under  the  law. 

tMALLER  WHEAT  CROP 
fORECAST  FOR    PENNA. 

''HE  indicated  yield  of  the  1942  Penn- 

1  \vlvania  viheat  crop  on  June  1  was  a 

f  16,359.000  bushels    which    com- 

■  with   16712.000   bushels    produced 

[  ytar  and  an  average  of    19,229.000 

••iielsover  the  period  from  19.30  to  1939, 

-^  to  tbe  Federal-State  Crop  Re- 

^;>>ucd  by  Secretary  John  H.  Light 

;lie  Department  of  Agriculture.     The 

■■'cated  yield  per  acre   is   placed   at   21 

heh  compared  with   19.5   bushels   last 

P'and  the  previous  10-year  average  of 

•'■'  bushels. 

!S?"'  °^  °*''^''  ^'■^'"  y'^lds  are 
■H^^^'ushels  compared  with  a  yield 
'W  bushels  last  year  ;  oats,  31,860,- 
nS'^  compared  with  a  vield  of 
--.W  bushels  last  year,  and  barley, 
.W  bushels  compared  with  3,614.000 
■'snels  last  year. 

;Jj  condition  of  both  the  oats  and  bar- 
.3  IS  far  Ix-tter  this  year  than  at 
.  vmilar  period  last   vear,   showing   in 

Za  ''•^!'  *"  ^^  89  percent  of  normal 
;"w  with  75  percent  of  normal  last 
:;  jnd  in  the  case  of  barlev,  88  per- 

I >l7'"^i'^'''^l'3'"^^  with  75  percent 

Jal,nl941.   The  condition  in  each 

nhfo"'  considerably  better  than 

'average  years  from  1930  to  1939. 

Jade  owns  heavy 
1'^  tobacco  stocks 

1|,||RDI\'G    to    the     Federal-State 

lv.;fl*^^"l^f^''tmg   Service  a  total   of 

I  i  r  ''""'^'  <^f  Pennsvlvania  seed- 

I  Vil   1  T^  reported   to   be   owned 

'there    ^   dealers,    manufacturers 

'ers    T?^^''  ''^^^^  ^^^"  the  original 

.,,    'fus  total   comprised   119,033,- 

,  ./J  '^»  unstemmed  and  3,934,000 

n  wiK    o^^T^^   tobacco,    and    com- 

,;'y^    8M16.(X)0     pounds     owned 

^^  own.i  A    ^''■^''    »"^     113.847,000 
^^ned  April  1,  1941. 
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SUGGEST  CONTROL  OF 
JAPANESE     BEETLE 

THE  Japanese  beetle  has  already  made 
its  annual  debut  in  a  number  of  areas 
in  this  State,  the  usual  period  for  the 
pest  to  begin  its  depredations  being  about 
July  1  and  continuing  on  the  increase  un- 
til about  the  last  week  in  that  month. 
The  history  of  the  beetle  in  this  country 
shows  that  there  is  a  steady  increase  in 
the  number  for  four  or  five  years  and 
then  there  follows  years  registering  a 
steady  decrease  in  numbers,  with  a  cor- 
responding decrease  in  damage,  according 
to  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture.  That  is  the 
course  in  the  Philadelphia  and  Harris- 
burg areas  where  infestations  have  been 
known  for  about  20  years. 

There  are  several  reasons  advanced  for 
the  decrease,  one  of  which  is  that  many 
persons  have  added  poison  to  their  lawns 
to  kill  the  grub  stage  and  other  so-called 
artificial  control  measures  have  been  ex- 
tensively practiced.  Another  reason  is 
that  several  natural  enemies  are  said  to 
be  doing  a  good  job  of  extermination. 
Some  of  the  parasites  were  brought  from 
foreign  countries,  but  two  of  them  are 
native,  one  being  the  roimd  worm  and  the 
other  a  bacterium. 

Suggestions  are  given  by  the  Bureau 
specialists  to  persons  in  infected  areas 
who  wish  to  protect  plants  from  the  pest. 
It  is  stated  that  there  are  several  sprays 
which  are  of  distinct  value,  the  lead  ar- 
senate spray  being  the  best  protection  for 
shade  trees.  The  spray  should  be  applied 
as  soon  as  possible  after  the  first  of  July. 
It  is  composed  of  six  pounds  of  lead 
arsenate  in  100  gallons  of  water.  In 
order  to  make  the  spray  stick  to  the  trees, 
which  is  necessary  to  be  effective,  there 
should  be  added  four  pounds  of  wheat 
flour  mixed  with  a  small  volume  of  water. 
Fish  oil  or  linseed  oil  may  be  substituted 
for  the  flour,  using  four  fluid  ounces  of 
either  one  to  each  pound  of  lead  arsenate. 
The  spray  should  be  kept  from  painted 
surfaces  since  it  will  cause  spots  if  per- 
mitted to  dry  on  those  surfaces.  If  the 
season  is  not  an  unusually  wet  one,  only 
one  application  may  be  sufficient  to  keep 
the  beetles  from  the  trees. 

Another  effective  spray  for  foliage  is 
made  by  mixing  20  pounds  of  hydrated 
lime  in  97  gallons  of  water  to  which 
should  be  added  a  mixture  of  three  pounds 
of  aluminum  sulphate  dissolved  in  three 
gallons  of  water.  An  agitator  process 
should  be  in  progress  while  the  two  solu- 
tions are  being  combined.  If  a  smaller 
volume  is  desired,  dissolve  two  pounds 
of  lime  in  nine  gallons  of  water  and  mix 
with  one  gallon  of  water  containing  one 
half  pound  of  aluminum  sulphate.  This 
spray  is  safely  applied  to  grape  vines  and 
rose  bushes,  the  only  objection  being  that 
it  makes  ornamental  plants  somewhat  un- 
sightly. The  spray  must  be  applied  two 
or  three  times  during  the  beetle  season 
and  to  be  eflfective  the  plants  must  be 
entirely  covered. 

For  the  protection  of  small  fruits  and 
vegetables  which  are  used  for  food  dur- 
ing or  soon  after  the  beetle  season  it  is 
best  to  use  rotenone  dusts  or 'sprays.  Dust 
mixtures  should  contain  three  fourths  of 
1%  of  rotenone.  The  applications  must  be 
made  at  intervals  of  four  or  five  days. 

In  discussing  the  use  of  traps,  the  offi- 
cials state  that  this  method  is  effective  if 
the  traps  are  used  over  a  large  area.  How- 
ever, it  is  pointed  out  that  it  is  doubtful 
that  satisfactory  results  can  be  obtained 
if  only  one  person  in  an  infected  area  uses 
this  method  since  the  beetles  from  ad- 
joining areas  will  be  attracted  to  his 
traps  but  will  not  catch  all  of  them  from 
the  entire  community.  An  effective  way 
of  preventing  destruction  of  roses  is  to 
pick  the  beetles  from  the  flowers  and 
place  them  in  a  can  containing  water  and 
kerosene. 

SNAP   BEAN   GROWTH 
PROMISES  GOOD  CROP 

GROWTH  of  snap  beans  has  been  ex- 
cellent and  the  crop  looks  promising 
in  the  Bucks- Philadelphia  area,  according 
to  reports  to  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. Early  planted  fields  have  good 
stands  and  are  rapidly  nearing  maturity. 
Movement  of  Bountiful  and  Round 
Stringless  varieties  is  expected  to  reach 
peak  volume  about  July  10.  Beans  in  all 
other  sections  of  the  State  are  making 
good  growth  due  to  the  abundance  of 
moisture. 


EXPECT  DECREASE  IN 
PEACH,  CHERRY  CROPS 
APPLES     PROMISING 

LATEST  indications  released  by  Sec- 
retary John  H.  Light  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  point  to  a  de- 
crease in  the  1942  crops  of  peaches  and 
cherries  compared  with  last  year's  yields. 
An  increase  in  the  pear  crop  is  anticipated. 
These  indications  place  the  peach  crop  at 
1,720,000  bushels  compared  with  1,845,000 
bushels  last  year,  and  the  cherry  crop  at 
8,800  tons  compared  with  9,800  tons  last 
year.  The  pear  crop  is  placed  at  416,000 
bushels  compared  with  350,000  bushels  in 
1941.  The  previous  10-year  average 
peach  crop  was  1,656,000  bushels,  the  pear 
crop  was  609,000  bushels  and  the  cherry 
crop  was  7,704  tons. 

The  condition  of  the  fruit  at  the  time 
of  the  latest  survey  was  reported  to  be 
65  percent  of  normal  for  peaches  and  68 
percent  of  normal  for  pears.  Last  year  at 
the  similar  period  the  condition  was  64 
percent  for  peaches  and  52  percent  for 
pears,  but  the  both  crops  improved  con- 
siderably before  harvest  resulting  in 
greater  yields  than  those  indicated. 

At  the  time  of  the  survey  a  considera- 
bly heavier  crop  of  apples  was  indicated 
than  at  the  similar  period  last  year,  but  in 
that  case  there  was  also  an  improvement 
in  the  crop  which  advanced  the  yield.  The 
condition  this  year  was  placed  at  69  per- 
cent of  normal  compared  with  59  percent 
at  the  similar  time  last  year  and  63  per- 
cent as  an  average  for  the  previous  10- 
year  period. 

Reports  show  that  orchards  in  the 
valleys  and  lowlands  in  the  Northeastern 
and  Central  counties  were  severely 
frosted  when  in  bloom.  Apple  prospects 
are  rather  promising  with  a  fairly  heavy 
set  of  most  varieties.  Peach  prospects  are 
good  in  the  important  commercial  counties 
with  a  very  heavy  set  and  the  fruit  sizing 
well.  Much  thinning  will  soon  be  re- 
quired but  it  is  reported  that  growers  ex- 
pect difficulty  in  procuring  labor  to  do  the 
work.  Pears  have  a  fair  set  and  both 
sweet  and  sour  cherries  have  also  set  well 
in  Erie  County  but  the  set  of  sour 
cherries  was  comparatively  light  in  Adams 
County. 

Grapes  appear  promising  in  the  Erie 
belt,  although  the  crop  suffered  some 
damage  during  May  from  hail  and  heavy 
freezes. 

ABUNDANT  CROP  OF 
HAY     IS     EXPECTED 

AN  abundant  hay  crop  can  be  expected 
this  year  by  Pennsylvania  farmers, 
latest  indications  to  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  reveal,  according  to  Secretary 
John  H.  Light.  The  prevailing  conditions 
show  the  crop  to  be  not  only  far  above 
those  of  the  similar  period  last  year 
which  proved  to  be  considerably  below 
normal  because  of  the  dry  weather,  but 
much  improved  over  the  average  condi- 
tion of  the  crop  over  the  previous  10 
years. 

Latest  indications  were  that  the  condi- 
tion of  all  tame  hay  was  85  percent  of 
normal  compared  with  58  percent  of 
normal  at  the  similar  period  last  year  and 
76  percent  for  the  average  of  the  previ- 
ous 10  years.  The  condition  of  clover 
and  timothy  hays  was  85  percent  of  nor- 
mal compared  with  59  percent  of  normal 
last  year  and  76  percent  for  the  average 
of  previous  10  years.  Alfalfa  hay  was  in 
the  lead  with  91  percent  of  normal  com- 
pared with  66  percent  of  normal  last  year 
and  84  percent  for  the  average  of  the 
previous  10  years.  Pastures  are  also  in 
far  better  condition,  showing  89  percent 
of  normal  compared  with  63  percent  last 
year  and  79  percent  for  the  average  of 
the  previous  10  years. 

Although  the  excessive  rains  hindered 
general  farm  operations,  delayed  plant- 
ing of  corn  in  many  areas  and  caused 
some  lodging  of  wheat  and  barley,  they 
were  beneficial  to  hay  crops  and  pastures, 
placing  them  in  considerably  better  than 
average  condition. 

BIG    REDUCTION    IN 
APPLES  IN  STORAGE 

APPLE  holdings  in  Pennsylvania  in 
cold  storage  June  1  were  reported 
to  be  42,000  bushels,  compared  with  110,- 
000  bushels  on  the  similar  date  last  year, 
according  to  reports  to  the  Department 
of  Agriculture.  Of  the  apples  stored, 
2,000  boxes  were  Western  apples  this  year 
compared  with  7,000  boxes  last  year. 
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IfaRMERS    UEGIEX)    TO 
[caused    to     GFaiNS' 

IV  advocating  the  adoption  of  control 
^fthods  bv  the  farmer  against  the 
!us  Rrain'  diseases,  the  Bureau  of 
(Industry  of  the  Department  of 
■culture  declares  that  the  average 
^'lerower  "is  being  robbed  of  about  10 
,  of  his  crop  each  year  by  these 
'^m  and  hardly  gives  the  matter  a 
S  thought."  The  most  prevalent 
ices  of  destruction  are  the  smuts, 
gts  and  scabs. 

I,  is  pointed  out   that    there   are   two 
.  jj  of  smuts,  the  loose  smut,  most  com- 
Jv  found,  and  the  covered  or  "strik- 
smut.  The  former  usually  causes  de- 
letion of  from  less  than  one  percent 
20  or  30  percent  in  severe  cases,  and 
latter,  when  it  occurs,  takes  a  toll  of 
from  20  to  30  percent  to  as  high  as  90 
■cent  of  the  crop.     It   is   pointed  out 
lat  the  loose  smut  fungus  is  carried  over 
Irom  one  year  to  the  next  in  the  seed, 
a  hot  water  treatment   will   kill   it. 
.  covered  smut  is  carried  over  through 
lores  that  cling   to   the    seeds    so    that 
ifface   treatment     with     formaldehyde, 
iresan  or  other  similar  materials,  is  an 
Itctive  conrrol  measure. 
The  grain  rusts  live  on  two  widely  dif- 
Itrent  alternate   host    plants,    the   cereal 
jins  and  the   barberry.     Where    they 
^fvail  they  cause  a  loss  in  yield  of  as 
iidi  as  10  percent  of  the  crop.    Accord- 
to  an  estimate  covering   a    10  year 
leriod  between  1915   and    1925,  the   loss 
wheat   alone    due    to    rusts    in    this 
biintry  was  more  than  79  million  bushels 
ryear,  the  value  of  which  was  placed  at 
million  dollars. 

I  Under  a  program  of  the  Department  of 
iriculture  effective    methods    are    fol- 

wed  in  the  control  of  the  rusts  through 
eradication  of  the  barberry  plant,  a 
of  13,215,042  of  those  plants  having 
I  destroyed  up  to  May  this  year  since 
institution  of  that  control   measure, 

ttich  indicates  the  extensiveness  of  that 

i?ort. 

I  The  scab  diseases  up  to  the  present  time 
pve  not  been  as  important  as  the  smuts 
rasts.    They  do   little   damage   ex- 
ting  during  favorable  years  when  they 
ne  epidemic  causing  a  loss  of  about 
!  percent.  However,  the  scabs  not  only 
fa  the  grain  but  the  fungus  can  cause 
of  the  seedlings,  resulting  in  a  poor 
rad,  particularly  in  certain  spots  where 
litions  for  infection  are  most   favor- 
P'^eventative   measures   are   urged 
l«  are  the  use  of  good  seed,  the  use 
ft  resistant  varieties  and  a  proper  rota- 
P  of  crops  in   areas    where   scab   is 
pralent. 

WLK  PRODUCTION   IS 
PTHI  AT  HIGH  MARK 

MILK  production  in  Pennsylvania  is 
continumg     the     war-time     tempo 
JiWished  some  months  ago,  according  to 
f  latest  report   of    the    Federal-State 
»PReportmg  Service  issued  by  Secre- 
m  Agriculture  John  H.  Light,  pro- 
m  per  cow,  given  as  22.3  pounds  as 

^^l^^  °"  J""«  1'  having  been  the 

«5  highest  figure    for    that   date   on 

r;  Ihis  IS  in  line  with  the  situation 

Q.  ^^'  ^^^^t^'y*  the  report  show- 
iL  ?  P^o^uction  during  the  month  of 
I  y  Having  been  the  greatest    for   any 


h 


on  record. 


^  J  condition  of  pastures  in  this  State 

L  ";\y"e  also  at  near  record  levels 

•»  'cations  are  that  they  will  remain 

ij;  condition   throughout    the   early 

« Jk  •     ^^^'tion  to  the  good  supply 

iC  .u"^  provided  from  that  source, 

\Q\.     ''^^'■t  ^ho^s  that  dairymen 

*  V  u^!"*'"  concentrates  at  excep- 

r^)  high  levels,  showing  a  desire  to 

rj"  a  high  milk  production. 

-r!T^l  ^ave  recently  shown  some 
.  w  decline  but  the  average  cost 

i(  las    '       P^''cent  above  the  similar 

increal^  ^'""P^"'^^  ^'^h  a  19  per- 
Jveral  ^^wcen  the  same  dates  in 
I  In  ?'"'^^'  received  by  farmers  for 
l^ilk  Jj^^  of  the  increased  volume 
hwhlT  u  I'""  •"  a"  sections  of  the 
hcation  •"  ^  "t'hzed  in  surplus 
pi  im  «,„,?•  n'"'ces  paid  to  dairvmen 
rl  y  ^^y  fleliveries,  but  the 
urn  i'^  ,  ^y  farmers  are  below 
^ceilin''  "t^hlished  by  law  at 
I  P  prices  become  operative. 


Harrisburg,    July  9,  1942 


JSAYS    FAIRS    SERVE 
y  IMPORTANT  FUNCTION 

AS  a  result  of  the  request  made  in 
Washington  recently  by  Federal 
Transportation  Director  Eastman  that 
agricultural  fairs  be  suspended  Secretary 
John  H.  Light  has  been  asked  by  some  of 
the  fair  associations  to  offer  advice  as  to 
the  course  which  should  be  taken.  In  re- 
ply Secretary  Light  made  the  following 
statement:  "Since  the  agricultural  fairs 
held  throughout  Pennsylvania  are  separate 
and  distinct  unities  apart  from  govern- 
mciit  and  operated  privately  as  local  en- 
terprises, it  must  be  appreciated  that  there 
can  be  no  governmental  official  ruling 
governing  them.  However,  my  personal 
opinion  is,  as  publicly  expressed  upon 
several  occasions,  that  these  fairs  have 
an  important  function  in  the  promotion 
and  development  of  agriculture  and  that 
where  their  continuance  could  not  inter- 
fere with  any  war  program,  a  suspension 
might  cause  an  undesirable  break  in  the 
work  that  has  been  accomplished. 

"It  would  occur  to  me  that  decision  on 
the  part  of  the  individual  fairs  might  best 
be  made  by  consideration  of  the  action 
taken  within  the  past  few  days  by  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Association  of  County  Fairs,  which  I  am 
informed  by  Mr.  Charles  W.  Swoyer, 
Secretary,  was  favorable  to  the  holding  of 
the  fairs  as  scheduled." 

PACK   OF  WILD   DOGS 
CAUSE  MUCH  DAMAGE 

THE  depredations  which  are  caused 
by  stray  dogs  and  the  extent  of  the 
vigilance  and  efforts  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  to  protect  property  and 
livestock  against  such  animals  is  shown 
forcibly  in  a  report  just  made  to  Sec- 
retary John  H.  Light  by  an  agent  of  the 
Division  of  Dog  Law  Enforcement  of 
the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry. 

A  farmer  in  the  mountainous  area  of 
Dauphin  County  reported  to  the  law  en- 
forcement agent  that  he  had  suffered  the 
loss  of  two  young  bulls  and  10  sheep 
killed  and  six  sheep  injured  while  the 
animals  were  in  pasture.  The  loss  hav- 
ing been  incurred  by  dogs,  it  was  ap- 
praised and  $182.50  paid  to  the  farmer. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  agent  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  a  posse  was 
organized  to  scour  the  entire  region  and 
in  the  vastness  of  the  hills  lairs  were 
found  in  which  dogs  lived.  The  animals 
had  been  at  large  a  long  period  of  time 
and  had  virtually  gone  wild.  The  hunt 
resulted  in  the  killing  of  14  dogs  of  the 
packs,  but  it  is  felt  certain  that  some  are 
still  at  large  and  efforts  to  locate  them  are 
being  continued. 

During  the  trailing  of  the  animals  the 
men  came  upon  a  spot  which  bore  mute 
evidence  of  a  life  and  death  struggle  be- 
tween one  or  more  of  the  dogs  and  a  deer 
and  the  deer  became  the  victim.  There 
were  also  many  skins  of  rabbits  in  the 
locality,  indicating  that  they  too,  had 
fallen  victims  to  the  wild  canines. 

In  commenting  upon  the  case  Secretary 
Light  stated  that  "this  is  another  of 
numerous  cases  which  point  to  the  neces- 
sity of  owners  keeping  their  dogs  under 
control  in  strict  compliance,  with  the  law. 
A  roaming  dog  may  easily  become  not 
alone  a  nuisance  but  a  definite  menace  and 
danger  to  persons  as  well  as  to  property, 
but  these  dangers  will  be  reduced  to  a 
minimum  if  all  persons  cooperate  fully 
with  the  Department  in  its  efforts  to  en- 
force the  laws." 

STRAWBERRY      YIELD 
FAR  ABOVE  AVERAGE 

PRODUCTION  of  strawberries  this 
year  in  Pennsylvania  is  30  percent 
above  that  of  last  year,  although  the 
acreage  was  reduced  from  5,000  to  4,800 
acres,  according  to  preliminary  reports  of 
the  Federal-State  Crop  Reporting  Serv- 
ice issued  by  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. Total  indicated  production  is 
placed  at  456,000  crates  of  24  quarts  each, 
compared  with  350,000  crates  last  year. 
The  previous  10-year  average  was  312,000 
crates  from  an  average  of  4,220  acres. 
The  yield  per  acre  this  year  is  placed  at 
95  crates  compared  with  70  crates  last 
year  and  a  previous  10-year  average  of 
72  crates. 

Pennsylvania  stands  first  in  yield  per 
acre  among  the  second  late  producing 
states  which  besides  this  State  compri.se 
Iowa,  Michigan,  New  York,  Utah  and 
Wisconsin. 
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INCREASE  SHOWN  IN 
LABOR  ON  PA.  FARMS 
SHORTAGE  LOCALIZED 

THE  latest  survey  by  the  Federal-State 
Crop    Reporting    Service    issued    by 

^^c  !5!?''^  •^*'^"  "•  ^'»^^'  s^ows  a  total  of 
^5,000  persons  employed  on  farms  in  this 
btate  June  1  which  was  the  same  as  the 

"V'5,^"'P^°y^  ^^y  ^'  ^"t  an  increase 
of  23,000  over  April  1.  The  division  be- 
tween family  workers,  given  as  207.000 
and  hired  workers,  listed  as  78.000,  is  also 
the  same  as  a  month  earlier,  but  shows 

^"j'",S'"^'^°^  7'^^  '"  the  first  category 
and  16,000  in  the  latter  classification  over 
the  number  listed  April  1.  The  average 
wage  rate  with  board  June  1  was  $40  a 
month,  an  increase  of  $3  since  April  1  and 
the  day  rate  advanced  25  cents  to  $2.50 
1  he  average  wage  rate  without  board  per 
month  was  $65,  showing  an  advance  of 
cLa"*"^  AP"'  1  and  the  day  rate  was 
W.^O,  an  increase  of  30  cents  during  the 
previous  two  months. 

The  report  shows  that  wet  weather  dur- 
ing the  first  week  in  June  interfered  with 
the  progress  of  farm  work  in  this  State 
but  practically  all  the  small  grain  seed- 
ing was  completed  except  for  fields  where 
replanting  was  necessitated  by  storms. 
1  he  middle  of  the  month  found  the  haying 
season  m  full  swing  and  cherry  picking 
well  started  with  farmers  depending  upon 
exchange  labor  and  school-age  workers 
to  get  much  of  the  work  done. 

Various  reports  have  been  received  by 
the  Pennsylvania  Advisory  Agricultural 
Defense  Council  of  which  Secretary 
Light  IS  chairman  from  county  agricul- 
tural defense  committees  relating  to  the 
farm  labor  situation  which  show  that 
labor  shortages  in  this  State  are  localized 
but  that  farmers  are  succeeding  through 
working  longer  hours,  the  employment  of 
more  members  of  their  families  and  ex- 
changing labor  from  one  farm  to  another 
in  carrying  on  their  operations.  There  is 
no  indication  that  losses  will  be  sustained 
to  the  heavy  hay  crop  by  reason  of 
inability  to  have  it  harvested. 

In  reporting  conditions  in  his  area  the 
chairman  of  one  of  the  county  committees 
wrote:  "We  resent  the  infiltration  of 
Federal  agencies'  spending  public  money, 
duplicating  work,  and  doing  things  which 
in  a  democracy,  should  be  done  by  volun- 
teer civilians.  If  all  the  unnecessary 
government  employes  trying  to  help  the 
farmer  would  actually  go  to  work  on  the 
farm,  there  would  be  no  labor  problem." 

INDICATE  INCREASES 
IN    CANNING    CROPS 

OPENING  of  pea  cannery  operations 
in  the  Southern  area  of  this  State 
may  have  ushered  in  one  of  Pennsyl- 
vania's heaviest  canning  seasons  of 
record,  according  to  compilations  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  released  by 
Secretary  John  H.  Light.  The  pea  can- 
neries which  are  located  principally  in 
Adams,  Franklin,  York  and  Somerset 
counties,  contracted  with  growers  for  ai>- 
proximately  9,000  acres  compared  with 
8.400  acres  last  year  and  7,000  acres  in 
1940,  and  an  average  of  only  3,860  acres 
for  the  previous  10-year  period. 

It  is  expected,  however,  that  the  aver- 
age yield  this  season  may  be  slightly  less 
than  normal.  The  pea  vines  grew  tall  but 
were  not  set  heavily  with  pods  in  many 
fields  due  to  abnormal  weed  growth,  ex- 
cessive moisture  during  May  and  in  some 
instances,  infections  of  root  rot.  Last  year 
the  average  yield  for  the  State  was  1.1 
tons  per  acre.  Indications  point  to  less 
than  a  one  ton  average  for  this  year. 

Other  canning  crops  to  follow  peas  with 
increased  acreages  over  last  year  are 
beans,  sweet  corn  and  tomatoes.  The 
total  acreage  devoted  to  vegetable  crops 
for  canning  may  reach  the  record  of 
52.000  acres  this  year,  compared  with  44,- 
260  acres  last  year. 

Peas  and  tomatoes  are  specified  as 
preferential  canned  goods  in  the  war 
effort  and  increased  production  was  re- 
quested for  both  crops. 

PA.  LETTUCE  ACREAGE 
BELOW   THAT  OF   1941 

PRELIMINARY  estimates  of  the 
Federal-State  Crop  Reporting  Serv- 
ice, issued  by  the  State  Department  of 
Agriculture,  place  the  acreage  planted  to 
lettuce  this  year  in  this  State  at  340  acres 
or  92  percent  of  the  370  acres  of  lettuce 
grown  last  year.  The  previous  10-year 
average  is  290  acres. 
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Additions 


MADE  OF 


,T,he  instance  of  Secretary  John  H. 
1  iLht  of  the  Department  of  Agn- 
'^  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry 
'"'^^,  a  concise  summary  of  the  con- 


liions 


under    wliich    additions    may    be 
,^„„on  and  control  of   Bang   disease 


,      herds  under  supervision  for  the 

1  ion  and  control  of   Bang   disease 

^  t  diich  it  is  found  there  is  some  con- 

^„  particularly  at  public  sales  of  live- 


litions  to  herds   should   always   be 

I  ffloanied  bv  a  health  certificate   and 

I  number  on  the  health  chart  must 

Unare  with  the  tag  number  in  the  ear 

cow.  If  the  animal  is  registered  the 

cm  identification  must  compare  with 

L  registry  certificate.    The  date  of  the 

^ne  disease   test    should    be    carefully 

ited  and  if  none  had  been  made  within 

vear  the  animals  should  not  be   pur- 

'  .ed  unless    the    papers    are    marked 

Trea"  and  in  that  case  approval  should 

'   ocured  from  a  veterinarian  or  from 

L  Bureau  of  Animal    Industry.      It    is 

To  well  to  compare  the  date  of   issue 

the  health  certificate  with  the  date  of 

e  test,  certificates  of  recent  issue  being 

'.Me.  If  a  health  certificate  gives  evi- 

j^  of  having   been   changed,    caution 

iild  be  exercised. 

ii  the  purchaser  has   a  certified   herd 

iv  animals  should  be  purchased  which 

f,e  health    certificates    stamped    "Ap- 

ived  to  enter    Bang    disease    certified 

rd  or  tested  area  without  retest."    This 

imp  is  a  mark  of  distinction  and  the 

:reau  of  Animal    Industry   is   exerting 

|;erv  effort  to  maintain  its  value. 

n  making  purchases    at    private    sale 

bn  a  dealer  it  is  a   simple  matter   to 

tupare  the  health  chart  with  the  mark- 

fe?  on  the  animal  offered  for  sale  and  if 

p  doubt  arises  the  tag  number  and  name 

t^  address  of  the  previous  owner  should 

((procured  and  confirmation  of  the  status 

the  animal  procured  from  the  Bureau 

Animal   Industry.     If    purchases    are 

hit  from  another  herd  the  seller  should 

p-  his  Bang  disease  test   report,   and 

cchases  should    be    made    only    if    all 

uirals  are  shown  to  be  negative  and  the 

ort  is  less  than  a  year  old.    If  the  herd 

s  certified  the  owner  should  present  the 

Itilicate  and  renewal. 

jWhen  animals  are  moved  they  should 

transported  in  trucks  that  have  been 

iied  and  disinfected   and    never    with 

:efted  animals.      A    number    of    herd 

Iws  isolate  newly  purchased   animals 

[:  30  days  and  never  place  them   with 

W  until  negative  results  are  pro- 

N  m  retests. 

I  Ihe  Bureau  maintains  complete  reports 
"  herds  tested  in  this  State  and  will 
|i:'ise  any  prospective  purchaser  at  any 
'<  of  the  status  of  those  herds. 

lEXPECT   INCREASE    IN 
PRODUCTION  OF  PEAS 

ilTHOUGH  the  indicated  yield  of 
I  Pennsylvania  green  peas  for  proces- 
p  IS  below  that  of  last  year,  the  greater 
F«?e  planted  is  expected  to  show  a 
p  increase  in  total  production,  accord- 
1- to  Federal-State  Crop  Reports  issued 
I  >ecretary  John  H.  Light  of  the  De- 
pent  of  Agriculture.  Indicated  pro- 
Fionthis  year  is  15.540  tons  of  shelled 
l^^f^'^pared  with  11,880  tons  last  year 
I  •  '"e  previous  10-year  average  of 
I ^J tons.  The  acreage  devoted  to  that 
■,:f  J!'^  year  was  14.800  acres  compared 
,;  '"•''^  last  year  and  a  previous  10- 
J,J/^frage  of  4.580  acres.  Indicated 
I  ,:jr  acre  this  year  is  2,100  pounds  of 
V™  peas  compared  with  2,200  pounds 
I  Jjrand  the  previous  10-year  average 
■^  pounds. 

IJONOFOLD  RUBBER 
1 WHERED  BY  DEPT. 

Ih    ^T  °^    ^^^    rubber    has    been 

>rti       ^^'^^  *°  *^^   Department  of 

"hTI"^    Supplies    by     Secretary 

I  ;rtm  ^^  ^'^^  contribution  of  the 

"lent  of  .Agriculture  to  the  rubber 

I' driv^^T'^"-  ^>^"  the  opening  of 
L  cJ- r^^'t^ry  Light  ordered  all 
k  fQ  i/*^'  jiavc  an  intensive  search 
kncec  ^'',  .''■'^carded  equipment  and 
tnf  il^^^'^  ""^ht  contain  any 
i^n/.! '■"'^IxT  with  the  result  that  in- 
KbiU  ^■'^'■"-0"^  tires  of  the  148 
W  ",  "'^^'^  "1  the  various  bureaus 

I'^ut  tf*^^"^^"*  and  inspection  work 
hrf(|_        '  State,  the  large  pile  was 
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FARM    STOCK    PRICES 
CONTINUE    INCREASES 

PRICES  of  milk  cows,  horses  and 
mules  in  this  State  are  registering 
large  increases,  according  to  reports  to 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  issued  by 
Secretary  John  H.  Light.  The  average 
price  of  cows  on  June  15  was  $110,  hav- 
ing advanced  from  $107  a  month  earlier 
and  from  $86  in  June,  1941.  During  the 
pre-war  period  from  1910  to  1914  the 
average  price  was  $53.06. 

The  average  price  of  horses  rose  to 
$121  on  June  IS  from  $118  a  month 
earlier  and  from  $110  in  June  last  year, 
but  is  still  far  below  the  $117.20  mark 
which  was  the  average  price  during  the 
1910-14  period.  Mules  also  show  a  con- 
sistent rise  in  price,  the  average  on  June 
15  being  placed  at  $129  compared  with 
$126  in  May  and  $119  a  year  earlier. 
There  is  no  record  for  the  pre-war  period. 

The  report  of  the  Federal-State  Crop 
Reporting  Service  shows  the  index  of 
prices  paid  Pennsylvania  farmers  for 
principal  agricultural  products  increased 
three  points  during  the  month  which  ended 
June  15,  chickens  and  eggs  contributing 
mostly  to  that  increase.  The  price  of 
hogs  advanced  during  the  month  from 
$13.20  to  $13.50,  beef  cattle  from  $10.80 
to  $11.30,  veal  calves  from  $13.20  to 
$13.50  and  lambs  from  $11.90  to  $12.50. 

Figuring  the  pre-war  base  as  100  the 
prices  which  farmers  pay  for  the  things 
they  need  stood  at  152  on  June  15  com- 
pared with  128  a  year  earlier  while  the 
farmers'  purchasing  power  was  103,  an 
advance  of  two  points  during  the  month, 
compared  with  98  in  June  last  year. 

SNAP  BEAN  ACREAGE 
GAINS      17      PERCENT 

THE  acreage  of  snap  beans  planted 
this  year  in  Pennsylvania  for  proces- 
sing increased  17  percent,  according  to 
preliminary  surveys  of  the  Federal-State 
Crop  Reports  issued  by  Secretary  John 
H.  Light  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. The  acreage  is  placed  at  4,200  acres 
compared  with  3,600  acres  last  year  and 
an  average  of  2,340  acres  for  the  previ- 
ous  10  years. 

Green  beans  hold  a  big  lead  over  wax 
beans  as  favorites,  it  being  indicated  that 
3,150  acres  of  the  total  are  devoted  to 
that  variety  compared  with  1,050  acres 
planted  to  wax  beans. 

STOCK  OF  BARLEY  ON 
FARMS     IS     REDUCED 

ACCORDING  to  the  latest  reports  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  the 
stocks  of  barley  on  Pennsylvania  farms  is 
127,000  bushels  below  those  of  the 
similar  period  last  year,  but  81,000  bushels 
greater  than  the  average  for  the  previ- 
ous 10  years.  The  total  this  year  is  given 
as  325,000  bushels;  last  year  452,000 
bushels  and  the  previous  10-year  average, 
244,000  bushels. 

In  the  case  of  rye  the  stocks  are  below 
those  on  farms  last  year  and  also  below 
the  previous  10-year  averjage.  The  latest 
report  showed  136,000  bushels  compared 
with  207,000  bushels  at  the  similar  period 
last  year  and  an  average  of  260,000 
bushels  over  the  previous  10  years. 

Prospects  for  both  Winter  wheat  and 
rye  are  reported  to  be  good.  Damage 
from  fly  and  smut  has  been  reported  in  a 
few  wheat  fields  but  it  is  not  expected  to 
be  serious  and  abandonment  will  probably 
be  light.  Barley  prospects  as  a  whole  are 
good  despite  poor  stands  in  some  fields 
and  lodging  in  some  areas. 

LARGE    INCREASE    IN 
'42  TOMATO  ACREAGE 

THAT  Pennsylvania  farmers  are  turn- 
ing heavily  to  the  growing  of  toma- 
toes as  a  cash  crop  is  shown  in  the  large 
increases  in  acreages  again  reported  for 
1942  by  the  Federal-State  Crop  Report- 
ing Service  just  issued  by  Secretary 
John  H.  Light  of  the  State  Department 
of  Agriculture.  The  report  shows  an  in- 
crease from  2,400  acres  last  year  to  2,700 
acres  this  year  for  the  growing  of  toma- 
toes for  the  fresh  market,  these  figures 
comparing  with  an  average  of  1,510  acres 
over  the  previous  10  years.  An  increase 
of  24  percent  from  21,300  last  year  to 
26,400  acres  this  year  is  also  reported  for 
tomatoes  for  canning  and  processing, 
indicating  a  general  advancement  of  this 
State  as  a  canning  area. 

Acreage  devoted  to  onions  in  this  State 
has  remained  stationary  for  12  years  at 
360  acres. 
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PA.  HOG  PRODUCTION 
SHOWS  BIG  INCREASE 
BELOW  EARLY  PERIOD 

HOG  production  in  Pennsylvania  is 
showing  a  vast  increase  but  the 
number  of  sows  farrowed  is  2,000  short 
of  the  record  year  of  1939,  according  to 
the  Federal-State  Crop  Reports  issued  by 
Secretary  John  H.  Light  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  For  the  country  as  a 
whole  production  this  year  will  be  much 
the  largest  on  record  and  that  figure  will 
be  materially  exceeded  in  1943.  The  re- 
port shows  that  the  number  of  Spring 
pigs  saved,  which  was  for  the  period 
from  December  1  to  June  1,  was  461,000 
this  year,  compared  with  384,000  last  year 
and  a  previous  10-year  average  of  373,000. 
The  average  number  of  pigs  per  litter, 
which  was  6.4  during  the  Spring  period, 
was  the  same  as  last  year. 

The  report  states  that  72,000  sows  were 
farrowed  during  the  Spring  period  and 
that  breeding  intentions  indicate  the  far- 
rowing of  87,000  sows  during  the  Fall 
period  from  June  1  to  December  1.  These 
figures  compared  with  60,000  for  the 
Spring  period  last  year  and  the  same 
number  for  the  previous  10-year  average, 
and  67,000  for  the  Fall  period  last  year. 
The  estimated  1942  Spring  pig  crop 
throughout  the  country  is  25  percent 
larger  than  in  the  Spring  of  1941.  Farm- 
ers' reports  of  sows  to  farrow  this  Fall 
indicate  a  1942  pig  crop  22  percent  larger 
than  in  the  Fall  of  last  year.  Spring  and 
Fall  crops  combined  may  total  105,500,000 
head  this  year,  compared  with  85  million 
last  year  and  the  1942  crop  will  be  the 
first  to  exceed  the  100  million  mark. 

Interesting  data  showing  the  course  and 
variations  of  hog  raising  in  this  State  are 
contained  in  the  records  of  the  State  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  dating  back  to 
1867.  In  that  year  the  estimated  number 
of  hogs  was  1,026,000  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  years  the  number  ex- 
ceeded the  million  mark  until  1898  when  a 
gradual  but  consistent  decrease  is 
recorded,  the  number  going  to  775,000  in 
1910,  then  registering  an  upturn  which 
was  consistent  until  1923  when  the  tide 
again  turned  downward.  The  recorded 
number  on  farms  on  January  1  this  year 
is  placed  at  701,000;  on  that  date  last 
year,  754,000  and  670,000  as  an  average 
for  the  previous  10-year  period  on  that 
date. 

Starting  in  1917  the  World  War  gave 
an  impetus  to  hog  raising  which  continued 
until  1924  when  a  decline  is  registered  but 
the  high  mark  during  that  period,  1,265.- 
000  hogs  in  1919,  exceeded  by  only  20,000 
the  previous  high  year  which  was  1884 
when  there  were  1,245,000  hogs.  There 
was,  however,  a  vast  difference  in  the 
price,  the  average  value  per  hog  in  the 
earlier  year  being  recorded  as  $9.30  com- 
pared to  $26.00  in  1919.  The  total  hog 
value  for  the  State  in  the  earlier  year 
was  $11,578,000  compared  with  a  value  of 
$32,890,000  in  1919,  that  year  being  the 
banner  year  for  the  hog  industry  in  this 
State,  exceeding  by  more  than  six  million 
dollars  the  next  high  year  which  was 
in  1918,  when  there  were  1,200,000  hogs. 
The  low  point  in  average  value  per 
head  was  reached  in  1868,  the  figure  that 
year  having  been  $5.70,  but  two  years 
later  the  value  had  jumped  to  $10.40.  The 
nearest  approach  to  the  high  of  1919  pre- 
vious to  the  1914  war  period,  was  in 
1913  when  the  per  head  value  was  $12.50 
and  increased  the  next  vear  to  Jil3.80,  then 
declined  in  1915  to  $13.50  and  the  next 
year  to  $10.40.  The  climb  began  with  a 
value  of  $13.90  in  1917;  continued  the 
next  year  to  $22.30,  struck  the  high  of 
$26  in  1919,  went  to  $21.30  in  1920.  de- 
clined in  later  years,  hut  held  at  SI  3  and 
above,  reaching  $17.50  in  1927,  until  1930 
when  consistent  decline  brought  the  value 
down  to  $6  in  1933.  On  January  1  this 
year  the  average  per  head  value  was 
$14.60  and  last  year  it  was  S8.90.  The 
previous  10-year  average  was  $10.17. 

It  is  generally  suggested  that  the  de- 
cline in  hog  raising  in  this  State,  which 
began  in  1898,  was  due  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  dairy  industry.  Following  the 
stimulus  of  World  War  I,  the  decline 
was  again  consistent  reaching  the  lowest 
figure  for  the  entire  period  of  record  in 
1935  when  the  total  number  of  hogs  is 
placed  at  554.m)0. 

Prices  Below  1918 

In  1918  farmers  received  $1.94  for  a 
bushel  of  corn  which  compared  with  93 
cents  per  bushel  listed  on  June  15  this 
year.  Wheat  in  the  earlier  period  was 
'R2.11.   The  June  15  price  was  $1.13. 
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If ^^op" Reporting  ^ Service^  '.^.^"'^i.  ^^ 
'"^^^    '   '  of    Agriculture,    showed    no 


:;jnge 


in 


in 


,,  ,lvania  from  that  which  existed  on 
f'7   Tlie  total  farm  employment  was 


^    in  the    farm    labor    situation 

a  f 

L'at ^285.000,  of  which  207,000  per- 

*  were  listed  as  family  workers  and 
|;;L  „.  iiired  workers.  The  total  showed 

increase  from  262,000  on  April  1  of 
Jich  200,000  were  family  workers. 

The  average  wage  rate  per  month  with 
I.  rd  increased  from  V>^  on  April  1  to 
L  ,^n  June  1  and  the  day  rate  advanced 

niS2.25  to  ?2.50.  The  average  rate  per 

'Dnth'without  board  went   from  $60  to 

H,;  and  the  day  rate  from  $2.90  to  $3.20. 

There  is  no  indication  that  up  to  this 
iTiie  there  have  been  any  loss  of  crops  as 
I  result  of  possible  labor  shortages. 
Ifarmers  are  working  longer  hours,  more 
[members  of  their  families  are  engaged  in 
\  farm  operations  and  the^  exchange 
ibor  and  equipment  plan  is  being  widely 
rnlkwed.  This  plan  prevailed  to  a  large 
liitent  during  the  hay-making  period  when 
liculties  were  encountered  as  a  result 
I;.;  considerable  wet  weather.  Added  to 
liat  condition  was  the  advanced  ripening 
Ji'hewheat  crop  in  the  Eastern  sections, 
hi'vesting  of  which  began  a  week  to  10 
'..i  ahead  of   normal    seasons.     In    the 

rry  sections  many  boys  of  school  age 
litre  employed. 

The  heaviest  demands  for  labor,  how- 
ler, will  occur  later  in  the  season  when 
ft  principle  vegetable  and  fruit  crops 
]]<t  be  harvested.  That  season  extends 
ttiond  the  dates  for  the  opening  of 
IWls  in  many  areas  which  will  take 
\m  the  available  list  much  school  age 

I  which  is  now  being  employed. 

J  Throughout  the  country  the  report 
J-tes  that  the  trend  in  farm  employment 

last  five  months,  particularly  during 
tiy  and  June  when  the  heavy  work 
J  illy  began,  indicates  the  possibility  of 
Jipanding  the  working  force  on  farms 
roaeh  to  offset  the  withdrawals  of  farm 
hk  by  industries  and  the  Selective 
jrice.   The  extent  to  which  the  reserve 

vnuth,  of  more  elderly  people  and  of 
Imen  nnt  ordinarily  available  for  farm 
Irk  could  he  utilized  this  year  was  an 
p.wn  fiuantity  earlier  in  the  year  and 
f\  rise  to  considerable  apprehension  as 

•le  adequacy  of  the  farm  labor  supply. 
|*>pite  of  anticipated  increasing  demands 

;n(lustry  and  the  military,  it  now  ap- 
|^-:iprobahle  that  employment  during  the 
pining  half  of  this  year  may  not  be 
pciahly  less  than  employment  during 
F  corresponding  months  of  last  year. 
par  this  year,  total  employment  on 
\m  has  averaged   slightlv   more   than 

•ng  the  first  half  of  1941". 

[fUCH  HARVEST  WILL 
BE  EARLY  THIS  YEAR 

l|HE  earliest  varieties  of  peaches  are 
II now  being  picked  in  some  of  the 
C  Tf^  orchards  of  Pennsylvania's 
IS  "^'^  comprising  Adams,  Berks, 
W  Umberland  and  Franklin  counties. 
Lp!^- J^'''^ties,  such  as   Mayflower 

Iw  •  1  "'''•  ^^^  "o*  8f'"own  in  large 
l^niercial  quantities. 

Is^^.^TT''^  ^^^e  reported  to  the  De- 
V^  of  Agriculture  that  the  principal 
r«in  «T"""^  and  that  harvesting  will 
I  m  ?'>'  '"  August  or  about  a  week 
riffn,r-      ■^'^  of  the  normal   period. 

^  r^n?^r  ""'"  ''  ^  '""^'  °^ 

fc'L^r^"  "•  ^''^ht  stated  that 
I'Pennci  -^^  acreages  of  peaches 
I  jnnsyivan.a  growers  during  the  past 

nrn?  ni^""-^  ""^  coming  into  abundant 
'  >i'ion  ,n  ?^  ^^'■'^  ^tate  in  a  foremost 
\x\  .f^l^^  production  of  that  fruit. 
k  L,  ;"f  crop   is   shipped    to   other 

I  ' >ed  L  P  ^^  P^**^  °^  ^^^  production 
Ih  frujj-  .Pennsylvania    housewives    as 

?each      ""  ^^""'"^  ^"^  preserving. 

T't  thp  I'^^V^''?    ^^    •'^n    concerned 

ilT'^'^'"^  «^  the  crop  as  a  re- 

NthafMi?*.'""'"'^'  ^^^  't  is  now  re- 

hvailahl    ;'''*'^"^'  allotments  of  sutrar 

•>.  I,  '^  \^^  canning  and  preserving 
I  rawh^rr-  "  '■^ported  that  marketing 
h  hZ  V  "^""^  ^**'^'"  ^'^'''y  fi-u'ts  and 
I'  %ar  •  satisfactory,  indicating 
Knee  tn?u '""'"^    has    not    been    a 

^fving      ^  consumer  in  canning  and 


HESSIAN    FLY    CAUSES 
HEAVY  WHEAT  LOSSES 

THE  Hessian  fly  has  caused  losses  to 
the  wheat  crop  in  various  sections  of 
this  State  according  to  reports  to  Sec- 
retary John  H.  Light  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture.  The  most  seriously 
aflFected  area,  according  to  early  reports, 
is  the  Cumberland  Valley  where  in  some 
cases  entire  fields  are  a  total  loss.  Losses, 
however,  extend  throughout  the  Eastern 
and  Southern  counties.  Harvesting  of 
wheat  in  the  Northern  and  Western  sec- 
tions is  not  yet  fully  underway  and  it  has 
not  yet  been  determined  to  what  extent 
similar  conditions  prevail  in  those  sections. 
It  is  generally  suggested  that  heavy  in- 
festations are  the  result  of  a  disregard  of 
the  prescribed  dates  for  sowing  wheat  in 
the  Fall  in  the  various  areas,  sowing  being 
done  earlier  than  the  times  designated. 
However,  it  is  also  suggested  that  infesta- 
tions may  result  even  if  the  sowing  dates 
are  adhered  to  if  there  is  a  late  Fall  and 
an  early  Spring  bringing  favorable 
weather  conditions  for  the  development  of 
the  fly.  The  pest  works  upon  the  wheat 
stalk  preventing  the  proper  amount  of 
moisture  to  reach  the  grain.  In  heavv 
infestations  the  fly  causes  the  stalk  to 
break,  bringing  complete  loss  of  the  grain. 

SEASON  UNFAVORABLE 
FOR  BIG  HONEY  CROP 

THE  month  of  June  is  usually  the 
period  when  the  largest  surplus  of 
light  honey  is  gathered  by  bees  since  sun- 
shine, which  is  necessary  to  secrete  nectar 
in  rnost  plants,  is  normally  more  abundant 
during  that  month,  according  to  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  of  the  State 
Department  of  Agriculture.  Much  cloudy 
and  rainy  weather,  however,  during  the 
past  six  weeks  has  reduced  the  flow  of 
nectar  to  such  an  extent  that  little  sur- 
plus honey  has  been  gathered  in  most  sec- 
tions of  this  State,  the  Bureau  specialists 
have  reported. 

It  is  also  pointed  out  that  a  good  sup- 
ply of  moisture  is  also  necessary  to  grow 
thrifty  plants  to  secrete  an  abundance  of 
nectar  and  that  during  drought  years,  little 
honey  is  gathered  during  July  and  August. 
This  season,  however,  most  plants  are  in 
excellent  condition  and  with  sufficient  sun- 
shine the  bees  may  still  be  able  to  gather 
a  fair  crop  of  honey,  and  the  Bureau 
therefore  urges  beekeepers  to  provide  the 
bees  with  room  for  storage  to  assure  a 
crop  if  weather  conditions  prove  favorable. 

It  is  stated  that  usually  honey  can  be 
taken  from  the  bees  from  May  until  the 
end  of  October.  It  should  be  capped  be- 
fore it  is  removed  and  if  taken  off  too 
soon  it  is  apt  to  ferment  and  will  not 
keep  well.  It  is  further  pointed  out  that 
care  rnust  be  exercised  in  handling  and 
preparing  honey  for  market.  Section 
honey  should  first  be  fumigated  for  wax 
and  bee  louse  and  then  scraped  and 
wrapped  and  stored  in  a  tight  closet. 

Extracted  honey  requires  the  use  of 
modern  equipment  to  heat,  clarify  and 
bottle,  the  methods  employed  today  being 
far  in  advance  of  those  of  even  10  years 
ago.  The  bee  industry  generally  has 
shown  great  advancement  as  the  result  of 
modern  methods  of  harvesting,  processing 
and  caring  for  comb  and  extracted  honey. 

When  comb  honey  is  removed  from  the 
super  and  while  being  cleaned  and 
wrapped  it  can  easily  be  punctured  with 
the  fingers  or  scraping  tool,  causing 
leaky  sections.  It  is  pointed  out  that  it 
requires  special  skill  and  care  to  produce 
comb  honey  and  many  large  beekeepers 
are  di.scontinuing  the  production,  confin- 
ing their  operations  to  extracted  honey. 
This  leaves  to  the  smaller  beekeeper,  who 
cannot  afford  the  more  expensive  extract- 
ing equipment,  an  opportunity  to  specialize 
in  the  production  of  comb  honey.  If 
properly  prepared,  extracted  or  liquid 
honey  can  be  kept  in  the  original  container 
many  years  without  losing  its  value. 

REPORT  SWEET  CORN 
IS    ABOVE    AVERAGE 

LATEST  reports  to  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  show  the  condition  of 
sweet  corn  at  that  time  to  be  81  percent 
of  normal  compared  with  88  percent  last 
year  at  the  similar  period  and  a  previous 
10-year  average  of  79  percent. 

Marketing  of  staked  tomatoes  from  the 
Washington  Boro,  Lancaster  County  area, 
began  moving  in  light  volume  in  late  June 
with  later  sales  anticipated  to  be  heavy. 
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FIND  CORN  BORER  IS 
EXTENDING  INTO  NEW 
AREA  IN  THIS  STATE 

FEAR  is  expressed  by  Secretary  John 
H,  Light  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture that  the  double  brooded  corn  borer 
may  be  gradually  extending  its  area  of 
operation  as  a  result  of  the  discovery  of 
that  specie  of  the  pest  a  few  days  ago 
by  a  specialist  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry  in  a  field  of  sweet  corn  in  the 
central  part  of  Lebanon  County.  That  is 
the  most  westerly  area  in  which  the  specie 
has  been  found  in  this  State,  it  having 
been  confined  to  the  eastern  counties  while 
the  single  brooded  borer  only  has  been 
found  in  the  central  and  western  sections. 

The  double  brooded  borer  causes  de- 
predations to  both  the  early  and  late 
crops  of  corn  while  the  single  brooded 
specie  exists  only  to  attack  the  early  crop. 
In  many  areas  where  the  latter  specie  has 
prevailed  much  progress  in  control  has 
been  made  by  planting  corn  later  in  the 
season,  but  this  plan  would  have  no  eflFect 
upon  the  double  brooded  borer. 

With  the  possibility  of  the  double 
brooded  specie  extending  westward,  still 
greater  emphasis  is  being  placed  by  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  specialists  upon 
the  necessity  of  every  farmer  following 
rigidly  the  only  eflFective  plan  of  control 
which  entails  the  plowing  under  in  the  fall 
of  all  corn  stubbles  and  thoroughly  clear- 
ing the  fields  of  weeds  which  are  al^o 
breeding  places  for  the  double  brooded 
specie. 

A  suggestion  of  the  loss  caused  bv  the 
corn  borer  is  seen  in  the  report  of  the 
partial  survey  by  the  Federal  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  which  places  the  loss 
to  the  1941  corn  crop  in  six  counties  of 
this  State  alone  at  $162,168,  of  which 
$118,346  was  caused  to  field  corn  and 
$43,822  to  sweet  corn.  The  counties  sur- 
veyed were  Bucks,  Berks.  Chester,  Dela- 
ware, Lancaster  and  Monternmery.  The 
loss  in  the  258  counties  in  18  states  sur- 
veyed is  estimated  at  five  million  dollars. 
Losses  over  a  large  part  of  the  infested 
areas  in  all  the  states  were  said  to  be 
lower  than  in  1940. 

In  the  single  brooded  area  of  Pennsvl- 
vania  which  extends  approximately  from 
the  Blue  Ridge  mountains  west,  the 
parent  moths  of  the  borer  start  flying 
about  the  second  week  in  July.  In  the 
double  brooded  area  which  is  east  of  the 
Blue  Ridge  Mountains,  the  parent  moths 
start  flying  about  the  first  of  June  and 
the  second  brood  takes  flight  in  August. 

It  is  urged  that  in  the  double  brooded 
area  sweet  corn  stalks  be  cut  and  fed 
to  livestock  soon  after  the  crop  is  har- 
vested which  will  exterminate  the  borers 
and  prevent  their  development  and  infes- 
tation of  late  fields  of  sweet  corn. 

CABBAGE   IS   DAMAGED 
BYMAGGOTS,  CUTWORM 

MUCH  of  the  crop  of  early  domestic 
cabbage  which  recently  reached  the 
peak  of  the  harvest  in  the  Bucks-Phila- 
delphia and  southeastern  areas  was  badly 
damaged  by  maggots  and  cutworm,  ac- 
cording to  reports  of  the  Federal- State 
Crop  Reporting  Service  issued  by  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  This  is  also  true 
of  the  crop  in  the  Columbia,  Luzerne  and 
Schuylkill  areas  and  in  Lackawanna 
County.  In  spite  of  that  condition,  how- 
ever, the  supply  is  expected  to  be  heavy 
throughout  this  month.  Setting  of  the 
late  Danish  crop  is  well  under  way  but 
growers  report  a  shortage  of  plants  which 
may  cause  some  loss  in  intended  acreage. 
The  snap  bean  harvest,  which  reached 
its  peak  in  the  Bucks-Philadelphia  area 
more  than  a  week  ago,  brought  heavy 
yields  and  excellent  quality.  Marketings 
of  early  bunched  carrots  will  be  in  heavy 
volume  from  the  Bucks-Philadelphia  area 
throughout  this  month.  Growers  of  late 
celery  in  the  Lycoming-Tioga  section  ex- 
pect a  good  late  crop,  but  many  of  the 
early  planted  fields  were  flooded  by  heavy 
rains  late  in  May  and  June  and  pump 
drainage  was  necessary.  The  lettuce  crop 
in  that  area  is  expected  to  be  of  consider- 
able volume  and  high  quality.  Marketings 
of  spinach  from  the  Bucks-Philadelphia 
area  will  be  light  during  the  remainder 
of  this  month  and  the  early  part  of 
August. 

Penna.  Oat*  Acreage 

Harvested  oats  acreage  in  this  State 
this  year  is  expected  to  be  the  same  as 
that  harvested  last  year,  876,000  acres,  the 
latest  survey  shows. 
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PEACH,  CH 

LnQDUCTION   of   two   of    Pennsyl- 

II  jes  this  year  compared  with  1941 
nl  according  to  latest  indications  com- 
IfThv  the  Federal-State  Crop  Report- 
irSer'vice  released  by  the  State  Depart- 
'l[  of  Agriculture. 

Thp  survey  indicates  that  the  peach 
I  Twill  total  1,695,000  bushels  compared 
r  I  the  production  last  year  of  1,845,000 
Ihels  That  figure,  however,  is  still 
|[w  the  previous  10-year  average  of 
'56,000  bushels. 

'  I,  is  indicated  that  the  pear  crop  will 
Jrease  to  a  total  yield  of  428,000  bushels 
••fflpared  with  a  production  of  350,000 
1:  uc  last  vear  and  the  previous  10- 
C  average 'of  609,000  bushels.  A  de- 
\ttKt  is  indicated  in  cherries,  the  indi- 
l„,f^  vield  being  placed  at  8,700  tons  com- 
Lred  with  9.800  tons  last  year.  The  pro- 
Iktion  is  still  indicated  to  be  in  excess 
])!  the  previous  10-year  average  of  7,704 

Indications  are  that  the  grape  crop  will 
hhw  a  considerable  increase  in  production 
J  ier  last  year  when  storms  and  cold 
lifather  caused  much  damage  to  the  crop 
Ijthe  Erie  area.  Total  production  this 
1  tar  is  placed  at  18,800  tons  compared 
ln;h  13.50(1  tons  last  year,  but  is  still 
|;i!>iderably  under  the  previous    10-year 

iverage  of  20.430  tons. 

\o  fieures  are  yet  available  on  the 
litple  crr.p  excepting  that  the  last  survey 
Lwed  the  condition  of  the  crop  to  be  63 
|:(rcent  of  normal  compared  with  60  per- 
Itiit  at  the  comparable  period  last  year 
d  55  percent  average  at  that  period  dur- 
h  the  previous  five  years. 

rabies  reported  to 
|be  more  prevalent 

ECLARIXG  that  the  prevalence  of 

rabies  has  increased  during  the  past 

)  weeks  in  various  sections  of   Penn- 

svania,  officials  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal 

■liustry  of    the    State    Department    of 

Lficuiture  are  warning  all  dog  owners  to 

raply  strictly  with  the  dog  laws  to  pre- 

i\  what  can  result   in  a   serious   out- 

tak  in  some  areas.     The  most  serious 

^'itions,  according  to  the  Bureau  inves- 

rainns,  occur    in    an    area    in    Mercer 

[jityand  a  section  in  Crawford  County 

;tre24co\vs  have  died  as  the  result  of 

p  infection.    Prevalence  of   the  disease 

sme  extent  is   reported    from    Dela- 

ke,    Chester.      Bucks,      Montgomery, 

bvlkill.     Erie,      Lawrence,       Butler, 

tnango,  Clarion.   Fayette,    Washington, 

Nver,  Centre,  Westmoreland,  Allegheny 

H  Armstrong  counties    in    addition    to 

|feer  and  Crawford. 

Mray  and  ownerless  dogs  are  said  to  be 
pchief  causes  of  the  spreading  of  rabies 
N  since  they  have  a  tendency  to  roam 
[5  greater  extent  during  the  Summer 
'*,  chances  of  spreading  the  disease 
■f  increased.  It  is  pointed  out  that  rabies 
pjtn  successfully  controlled  and  elim- 
^^w  111  a  number  of  areas  by  the  proper 
pfcuthm  of  the  sanitary  police  measures, 
'Jdinp  the  quarantine  of  dogs,  prompt 
gnosis  destruction  or  isolation  of  bitten 
•^*  and  the  elimination  of  stray  and 
P'Wess  dogs. 

'''surged  that  dog  owners  keep  their 

\'f  under  control  at  all  times  and  that 

[^  F'lice  officers,  constables  and  other 

■S  throughout    the    State    comply 

1  -  ttie  provisions  of  the  Pennsvlvania 

lir*  T^  enforce  the  rules  and  rcgu- 

..^  and  quarantines  of  municipalities 

jmmunities  so  that  the  stray,  uncon- 

f  fS  be  eliminated. 

'5  further  pointed  out  that  all  biting 

.  ''d  not  be  destroyed  at  once,  but 

,;•'«:.  held  for  observation.   If  affected 

.  .^es  the  dog  will  die  within  five 

jaays  after  which  the  head  should 

-In  A    '^'^oratory  of  the  Bureau  of 

■^'industry.  Department  of  Agricul- 

,  ""^J'sburg  for  diagnosis  of  the  ail- 

r  bv      ^P}^^^-    Persons  having  been 

>  a  rabid  dog  should  receive  medi- 

-•'fntion  at  once. 

fARBERRY  DISEASE 
1 1   NOT    SPREADING 

ifJ^^^^  "^  P^ant  Industry  of  the 

Wment  of  Agriculture  reported 

tounH  '"'^c*'0"s  of  barberry  disease 

,;^.   na  in  the  eradication   work   so 

llU^^'"^"  ^hich  has  covered  parts 

,.^«"eny,  Beaver,    Berks,    Bradford. 

.'  '^rawford,     Erie,     Lackawanna, 

-   Lawrence,    Mercer,    Susque- 


GREATER  PRODUCTION 
IS  INDICATED  IN  ALL 
PENNA.     FARM     CROPS 

INCREASES  in  production  of  all  grain 
and  hay  crops  is  indicated  for  this  year 
in  Pennsylvania  over  the  1941  production, 
according  to  the  latest  survey  of  the 
Federal-State  Crop  Reporting  Service  re- 
leased by  Secretary  John  H.  Light  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture.  The  in- 
creases are  due  to  a  large  extent  to  the 
increased  yields  per  acre  over  those  of 
last  year  in  the  case  of  every  one  of  the 
crops.  Increased  acreages  have  occurred 
in  three  of  the  crops. 

The  greatest  production  increase  is 
shown  in  corn  in  which  the  acreage  shows 
an  increase  of  two  percent  over  last  year, 
showing  a  total  of  1,308,000  acres  com- 
pared with  1,282,000  acres  in  1941,  but 
the  yield  per  acre,  according  to  latest  in- 
dications will  be  43  bushels  compared  with 
41.5  bushels  last  year,  bringing  the  in- 
dicated total  production  to  56,244,000 
bushels  compared  with  53,203,000  bushels 
last  year  and  a  previous  10-year  average 
of  53,662,000  bushels.  The  indicated  total 
production  of  wheat  is  17,094.000  bushels 
this  year  compared  with  a  total  of  16,- 
712,000  bushels  in  1941  in  spite  of  a  five 
percent  decrease  in  acreage,  dropping  to 
814,000  acres  this  year  compared  with 
857,000  last  year.  The  yield  per  acre,  ad- 
vanced from  19.5  bushels  last  year  to  an 
indicated  yield  of  21  bushels  this  year,  and 
which  will  be  sufficiently  great  to  offset 
the  reduced  acreage  and  bring  an  increase 
in  production  besides. 

The  oats  acreage  being  the  same  as  that 
of  last  year,  placed  at  876,000  acres,  and 
the  indicated  yield  per  acre  showing  only 
an  advance  of  a  half  bushel  from  34.5 
bushels  last  year  to  35  bushels  this  year, 
only  a  comparatively  slight  advance  in 
total  production  of  that  crop  is  listed. 
The  production  for  this  year  is  placed 
at  30.660,000  bushels  compared  with  30,- 
222.000  bushels  in  1941,  but  it  is  greatly 
in  advance  of  the  26,405,000  bushel  aver- 
age production  for  the  previous  10  years. 
The  greatest  increases  in  all  respects 
are  registered  in  the  barley  crop.  The 
acreage  was  jumped  seven  percent  from 
139,000  acres  last  year  and  the  previous 
10-year  average  of  70,000  acres  to  149.000 
acres.  The  indicated  yield  per  acre  is 
placed  at  31.5  bushels  compared  with  26 
bushels  last  year  and  the  previous  10-year 
average  of  26.8  bushels,  bringing  the  in- 
dicated total  production  to  4,694,000 
bushels  compared  with  3,614,000  bushels  in 
1941  and  a  previous  10-year  average  of 
1,889,000  bushels. 

Rye  acreage  was  increased  one  percent, 
going  from  57,000  acres  last  year  to  58,- 
000  acres  this  year  compared  with  the  pre- 
vious 10-year  average  of  103,000  acres. 
The  indicated  yield  per  acre  for  this  year 
is  placed  at  15.5  bushels  compared  with 
14  bushels  last  year  and  the  previous  10- 
year  average  of  14.1  bushels,  placing  the 
indicated  total  production  at  899,000 
bushels  compared  with  798,000  bushels  last 
year  and  a  previous  10-year  average  of 
1,444,000  bushels. 

The  hay  acreage,  placed  at  2,319,000 
acres  is  about  the  same  a»  that  of  last 
year,  but  the  indicated  yield  per  acre  is 
given  as  1.45  tons  compared  with  1.23 
tons  last  year  and  the  previous  10-year 
average  of  1,18  tons.  Total  indicated 
yield  is  placed  at  3,363,000  tons  compared 
with  a  production  of  2,868,000  tons  last 
vear  and  a  previous  10-year  average  of 
2.911.000  tons. 

These  increases  are  indicated  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  the  corn  crop  got  off  to  a 
slo\y  start  due  to  wet  weather.  It  made 
rapid  growth,  however,  during  June.  Ex- 
cessive rains  interfered  with  cultivation 
and  many  fields  are  quite  weedy,  many  of 
them  now  beyond  cultivation  in  the  south- 
eastern section. 

The  wheat  harvest  has  been  delayed  by 
wet  soil  conditions  in  some  fields.  The 
crop  was  rank  in  growth  and  excessive 
rains  caused  considerable  lodging  in  many 
fields.  Yields  were  reduced  by  fly  in  cen- 
tral and  south-central  counties.  Much  oats 
was  sown  seeding  continuing  until  the 
latter  part  of  June  in  some  localities. 
Rains  caused  some  lodging  and  also 
caused  some  fields  to  turn  yellow  and  rust 
to  develop  in  others.  Rapid  growth  was 
made  during  June  and  a  much  better  than 
average  yield  is  in  prospect. 


hanna,  Wayne  and  Wyoming  counties. 
Some  loss  has  been  caused  to  wheat  in 
some  areas. 


CABBAGE  ACREAGE  IS 
INCREASED  IN  PENNA. 

ACREAGE  planted  to  cabbage  this  year 
in  Pennsylvania  was  increased  from 
5,900  acres  in  1941  to  6,200  acres,  accord- 
ing to  the  Federal-State  Crop  Report,  is- 
sued by  the  State  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. Although  an  increase  is  shown  for 
this  State,  a  decrease  of  nine  percent  is 
reported  for  the  total  of  the  group  of 
states  producing  late  domestic  cabbage, 
which  comprise,  besides  Pennsylvania, 
Colorado,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Minnesota, 
New  Jersey,  New  York,  Ohio,  Oregon, 
Utah,  Washington  and  Wisconsin.  The 
total  acreage  to  be  harvested,  however,  is 
two  percent  above  the  1931-40  average. 
No  estimates  are  yet  possible  on  produc- 
tion, which  last  year  in  this  State  was 
50,200  tons,  compared  with  the  previous 
10-year  average  of  40,200  tons.  The  yield 
per  acre  was  eight  and  one  half  tons, 
compared  with  an  average  of  7.7  tons  for 
the  previous  10  years. 

Lettuce  production  in  this  State  will 
show  a  decrease  of  3,000  crates  below 
the  1941  figure,  according  to  preliminary 
estimates.  The  acreage  was  lowered 
from  370  acres  last  year  to  340  acres  this 
year,  which,  however,  is  considerably 
above  the  previous  10  year  average  of 
290  acres.  Preliminary  surveys  place  the 
yield  per  acre  at  155  crates  compared  with 
150  crates  last  year  and  the  previous  10- 
year  average  of  157  crates.  Total  produc- 
tion IS  indicated  to  be  53,000  crates  com- 
pared with  56,000  crates  last  year  and 
45.000  crates  as  an  average  for  the  pre- 
vious 10  years. 

REPORT   ON    STOCKS 
OF  GRAIN  ON  FARMS 

ACCORDING  to  reports  to  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  stocks  of 
grain  on  Pennsylvania  farms  on  July  1 
were  as  follows:  Corn,  8,933,000  bushels 
compared  with  7,818,000  bushels  July  1 
last  year  and  the  previous  10-year  aver- 
age of  8,016,000  bushels;  oats,  4,533,000 
bushels  compared  with  4,715,000  bushels 
a  year  previously  and  the  previous  10- 
year  average  of  4,248,000  bushels,  and 
wheat,  old  crop,  1,605,000  bushels  com- 
pared with  1,502,000  bushels  the  year  pre- 
viously and  the  10-year  average  of  1,620.- 
000  bushels. 

RECORD  IS  BROKEN 
BY   PA.    TEST   HENS 

THE  best  United  States  all-time  hen 
test  pen  record  in  the  four  year  class 
has  been  broken  at  the  Pennsylvania  Offi- 
cial Egg  Laying  Test,  conducted  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Secretary 
John  H.  Light  has  announced.  The  out- 
standing accomplishment  was  registered 
by  a  pen  of  1 1  single  comb  white  leghorns 
entered  by  Schwegler's  Hatchery  which 
is  now  in  its  fourth  year  in  the  test.  The 
record  shows  that  the  pen  in  1,308  days 
produced  a  total  of  10,067  eggs  with  a 
credit  of  10,594.85  points.  The  previous 
record  was  made  in  the  Vineland,  N.  J. 
test  with  a  production  of  10,028  eggs, 
credited  with  10,576.10  points. 

EXPECT    INCREASE    IN 
TOBACCO  PRODUCTION 

ALTHOUGH  the  Pennsylvania  tobacco 
acreage  was  reduced  two  percent  this 
year,  being  cut  from  35,700  acres  last 
year  to  35,000  for  1942,  indications  point 
to  a  production  of  nearly  two  million 
pounds  greater  this  year  than  that  of  last 
year,  according  to  reports  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  Favorable  weather 
conditions  are  attributed  as  being  largely 
responsible  for  the  increased  yield  which 
this  year  will  reach  1,550  pounds  per  acre, 
according  to  the  last  indications,  compared 
with  1,471  pounds  per  acre  last  year.  The 
previous  10-year  average  yield  is  1,241 
pounds  and  the  average  total  production 
over  the  same  period  is  35,383,000  pounds. 
The  average  acreage  harvested  over  that 
period  was  28,800  acres. 

INDICATE     1 8,800-TON 
GRAPE   CROP   IN   PA. 

LATEST  indications  are  that  the  Penn- 
sylvania grape  crop  this  year  will 
yield  18,800  tons,  according  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  This  compares  with 
a  production  of  13,500  tons  last  year  which 
registered  a  low  mark  because  of  adverse 
weather  conditions  during  the  growing 
season.  The  average  crop  during  the 
years  from  1930  to  1939  totaled  20,430 
tons. 
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P^fe^  NEWS   BULLETIN 

l^^l       ''riOTq49     a  Harrisburg,  August  6.  1942  N„^9 

■^•"^teMTJo^Ai^      EXPECT  POTATO  CROP  PA.     LEADS     IN     MFC 

K^,S?<^^^  J^  ^^^^  L^T  YEAR  OF  ICE^EaS  IN^S 

BREANllNtj     ^^V&Si^clSCU:)  ¥  NDICATED  Pennsylvania  potato  pro-  OTHER    GAIN<;    ^HOU/M 

liFVN'SYLVANIA  egg  production  for  JL  duct  ion    this    year,    according    to    the  — _^,                  v*i-Kii^O    onv^WIN 

Rnp  was  the  highest  for  that  month  |"'y  ^  survey  of  the  Federal-State  Crop  \L/  ^TH  a  total  manufactured  output  of 

I  lord  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  a  some-  Reporting  Service  issued  by  the  Depart-  ^   48.598,000  gallons  in  1941,  Pennsyl- 

It  greater  seasonal  decline   than   last  J^^l  "^  Agriculture,  is  placed  at  20,540,-  ^ania  occupied  first  place  among  all  the 

W  Ls  registered,    according    to    the  ""^  bushels  which  is  the  same  as  the  total  States    in    the    production   of    ice   cream, 

Eral-State  Crop  Reports  issued  by  the  production  of  the  1941  crop.   The  acreage  registering    a    gain    of    6,496,000   gallons 

llrtnient  of  Agriculture.    The  record  planted  to  the  crop  is  also  the  same  as  last  ^^^^  ^^^  1^40  output,  according  to  com- 

Eition  was  due   entirely   to   the   in-  y^^^'  158,000  acres,  making  the  indicated  P'lations  made  by  the  Federal-State  Crop 

Efd  number  of  hens  compared   with  y^^^^  of  130  bushels  to  the  acre  the  same  Reporting  Service  in  cooperation  with  the 

■   last  year,  the  average  production  per  ^^  the   1941  yield.    The  previous   10-year  ^^^^^  Department  of  Internal  Aflfairs,  re- 

I'!sho\ving  no  advance.  Compared  with  average  production  is  24,924,000  bushels,  ^^^^^^  ^y  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Ilction  during  May  there  was  a  de-  ^^^  average  yield  for  that  period  being  120  ^^^    ^^^^    ^^^^    second    place    with    a 

t  of  22  eggs  in  the  monthly  number  bushels  per  acre.  manufactured  output  of  44,969,000  gallons. 

Wms  per  layer,  placing  that  number  for  ''^"tal  potato  production  in  the  United  Interesting    variations    are    shown     in 

trl^  16.     '  States  is   forecast  at  369,825,000  bushels  ^^^^^  manufactured  dairy  products  in  this 

Irhe  number  of  lavers  on  Pennsvlvania  which    is    three   percent    larger   than   the  State,   many  of  them   influenced   by   war 

IL  for  June  is   placed    at    13,514,000  ^^"^^    production   but   slightlv   lower   than  conditions.     The  manufacture  of   Italian 

Lared  with    14.438.000    in    May    and  ^he  previous   10-year  average.    The  indi-  cheese,   imports  of   which  have  been  en- 

i?4000  in  June  last  year.    Total  pro-  ^^^^ed  yield   of   132.2  bushels  per  acre  is  ^'^^^^  ^"^  off,  increased  to  827,000  pounds 

Uion  was  216  million  eggs  in  June  com-  ^-^   bushels   above   that   for    1941    and    is  !^^*   y^^^    f''om   268,000  pounds   in    1940. 

led  with  263  million  in   Mav  and   198  slightly   above   the    1940   record   yield   of  ^^^  manufacture  of  cottage  cheese  also 

llinn  ill  lune  last  year.  132  bushels.                                       '  showed  a  gain  from  13.704.000  pounds  in 

IEj.  production   in   the    United    States  Cimr>T70^   ann  ». -^rr^    w^^w^  \940  to  15,397,000  pounds  last  year,  while 

1^16  percent  above   the    same   month  OUValjitO  1    orKAYS   FOR  y^^  manufacture  of  cream  clieese  dropped 

l-vcar   The  numl>er  of  layers  in  farm  MITFS      IN      POlIf  TDV  ^''""^  7,402,000  pounds  in  1940  to  5,824,- 

t;  hit  a  new  peak  for  the  month  and  -J!  *    ,Tl^                  r U  U  H  K  Y  000  pounds  in   1941. 

Ck  of  heavv  hatchery  production  dur-  LfOULTRYMEN     and     farmers     are  Manufacture    of    sweetened    condensed 

I  the  ninnth,  farm  holdings  of  young  f-    ^^^ed  by  the  Bureau  of  Animal   In-  ^^^^  advanced  from  13.615.000  pounds  in 

[ckens  on  Julv  1  were  also  the  largest  austry  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  ^^^O    to     16,625,000    pounds     last    vear ; 

[record.  ^^  guard  against  red  mites,  which  multi-  evaporated  milk  showed  a  gain  from  55,- 

l\  steadv  to  firm  tone  was  maintained  P^^.  rapidly    during    warm    weather    and  990.000  pounds  to  59.455,000  pounds,  and 

Ipennsvlvania  egg  markets  during  June  which   are  disastrous   to   profits   as   they  powdered     whole     milk     registered     the 

I  since  July   1    wholesale   prices    have  weaken  the  birds  by   feeding  upon  their  phenomenal  gain  from  67,000  pounds  to 

fwd  two  to  three  cents  at  principal  blood.    The  mites  live  mostly  in  conceal-  744,000  pounds. 

I^inal  markets.    Both  liquid  and  dried  "^^"^   .'"    crevices    in    the    woodwork    and  Amounts   of  other   manufactured  dairy 

I  production  have  been  maintained  at  ^°  ^\^^F  deeding  upon  the  birds  at  night.  products  last  year  with  1940  comparisons 

lih  rate,  and  this  is  expected  to  con-  Rigid   sanitary   measures   and   spraving  ^^^  '• 

If  through  the   vear    as    driers    meet  ^'^'  ^^^  t^^  poultry  house  of  the  mites,  ,  ,1^^},       ,  .^.940 

Lmitments  on    Government    contracts.  according  to  bureau  officials.    Wood  pre-  r^.^^^r    u  ♦♦                     ,c  ,o!!'    \rrl^^' 

Itkly  purchases  for  the   entire  month  servers  containing  anthracene  oil  are  said  a^^.J.  r^  JJ  "■;,■••     AH        V'rS 

Led  about  five  and  one  half  million  to   be   effective.     Crank   case   oil    diluted  American  Cheddar  cheese     1,925        1,580 

Ids,  Receipts  of  eggs  at  Philadelphia  with  one  part  of  kerosene  to  four  parts  fw!Ll       t  "'y'^                       ^^^ 

L  May  and  June  this  year  were  23  ?_^  «'.'  '«  sometimes  used  but  if  spread  too  Unsweetened    condensed 

l:tiit  smaller  than  the  same  two  months  heavily   may   cause    soihng   of   eggs    and  r^].    :  '  V  y  \'- u       '            ^  ''^^'^ 

I  year.   The  decline  is  due   partly  to  Plumage.    A  cheap  and  effective  sprav  is  '-oncentrated   skim   milk 

I- in  marketing  methods  necessitated  ^"  emulsion  made  by  dissolving  and  boil-  r     a     ^"i'"^'  teed)...       0,147        6,092 

l-e  War  and  to  the  diversion  of  eggs  '"/  \  ^"arter  pound  of  soap  in  a  gallon  h"tf "'^iiu'  ^^^P^^^^^^     ,  „_        ,  ^^^ 

lie  Middle  Western  States  to  drving  ^^  soft  water,  to  which,  after  taken  from  f^utterniUk 3,355        3,545 

l<  under   the    Government    purchase  the  fire,  is  added  two  gallons  of  kerosene  rh,,^' „      '         .-^     i.  o.<       i.^^^ 

leram.    Egg  supplies  of   Pennsvlvania  ^^''^    the    solution    is    still    warm.     This  (human  consumption       14,236      14,076 

I:  during  these  two  months  at"  Phila-  mixture  is  further  diluted  by  adding  eight  Tz^,!^^^  f3T                 o  c^i         o  oo 

l-ia  increased  10  percent  over  a  vear  ^o  ten  parts  of  soft  water.  Dr  ed ^tin          '^}^          '^o? 

I  Nearly  half  of  the  eggs  received  at  QU/ITirT  r-rkDM   A  i^nr-  a  r.T^  

I  Philadelphia  market  during  Mav  and  OWILtlil  CUKIN  ACREAGE  Total  milk  production  in  this  State  con- 

l:  this  year  came   from   Pennsvlvania  IS       UP       15      PERCENT  tinues  at  a  high  mark,  increases  still  being 

|eav  durmg  these   same   two   months  ^wy  ui?                                        '*-*-*'«  *  noted  in  the  number  of  milk  cows.    The 

iw  Pennsylvania  contributed  only  a  I        u     ^T"^-     ^^""'ng    season    will    be  average  production  of  21  pounds  per  cow 

f'f  the  receipts.  ■-  Hf"^*".^^    '"    the    latter    part    of    this  in  the  latest  report  was  the  same  as  that 

ff  average  price  received  for  eees  bv  "?onth  with  the  opening  of  operations  in  recorded  on   the   similar   date   last   year. 

|«  in  the  State  the  middle  of   Tune  n°      ^«""ty'  accordmg  to  reports  to  the  Production  in  the  country  as  a  whole  in 

I  nearly  two  cents  higher   than   mid-  u      ^^^!'\     ^^     Agriculture.      Surveys  June,  estimated  at  12.6  billion  pounds,  ex- 

I  Feed  costs,  with  exception  of   an  f     T  ^  f    ^^'"'^'A'^/J^"'  ^^^^^  ^^''^  ^^"-  ^^^^^^  ^^^  '■^^o'-^  ^or  any  other  month  by 

hof  five  cents  a  hundred  pounds  on  }'^^'^^  ^^-  ^''^  ^^'^^O  acres  of  that  crop  four  percent. 

h  ^'rains.    were    relativelv    steadv  canneries  this  year,  which  is  the  largest  In  this  State  pastures  at  the  beginning 

F^iim  prices  ff)r  meat  scrans  on  the  acreage    ever    grown     in     Pennsylvania,  of  the  month  were  in  splendid  condition 

I' ?0  percent  protein  content  have  ;;eg'';tenng  an  increase  of  15  percent  over  and    furnishing    considerably    more    feed 

rwablished  hv  the  Price  Control  Ad  i               P'antings.    The  average  yield  in  than  last  year  at  the  similar  time.     Crop 

pation.     The     Countrv     has     been  ^  !i''^^*u  ,f             between  two  and  two  prospects    for   the    State   are   said   to   be 

I  1  into  eipht  zones     Counties  in  the  ""^     u  *r"^  ^^"^  ^^^^'  ^"^'  prospects  favorable  and  the  indicated  production  of 

i    tst  of  a  line  drawn  alonir  eastern  ^•^i^Iu-*^  ^  favorable  for  a  satisfactory  feed  and  hay  was  four  percent  better  than 

-ie^   of     Potter,     Clearfield     and  ^' q"^  *^"  ""f  u      r.    r  -  .  '^"    ^^^^    production.     This    increase    if 

r ?'  fall  in  zone  six  and  have  a  nrice  Secretary   John    H.   Light  of   the   De-  realized  would  probably  be  about  the  same 

I'"' a  ton.   0,unties  east  of  this  line  P»''t"ient  of  Agriculture  has  stated  that  a  as  the  gain  in  feed  requirements  because 

r,»ne  seven  and  the  maximum  nrire  ^''^^   part   of  this   year's.,  crop   has   been  of  greater  livestock  numbers. 

[•■                            maximum  price  contracted  for  on  the  basis  of  grade  under  Feed  prices  are  said  to  have  shown  some 

I  Federal-State    inspection,    which    assures  tendency    to    decline.     Prices    of    oilseed 

lABOR    PDrkDl  PAii     ov^v^*.f  nefinitely  established  quality  to  the  con-  meals  are  below  maximum  price  ceilings 

Iy  ta..       ^**^*^'^    SEEN  sumer  and  an  equitable  basis  of  payment  based  on  March  levels  and  are  expected 

r  'UMATO    GROWERS  ^^          grower  by  the  canner.  to  be  relatively  low  since  large  quantities 

FS cS"^"  ^  -^  I''  ^?^■i"'  APPLE  CROP  OUTLOOK  ^""  oil  ^".  %Z/TL^tl 

h^^f^^^^Xt:^  EXCEEDS  THAT  OF  '41  ^2^s^l:'S':^::;'^z,^ 

\m\LT    ■     -^^  't^^^^  ^"'^  ^^  TT  ^^    condition    of    the    Pennsvlvania  feeding    season.      The    supply    of    high- 

l'^  plants   -. ""^'"^  ^"e  death  knell  X  apple  crop  at  the  time  of  the  latest  protein  feeds  is  expected  to  be  larger  than 

r-?artmem  ^/^f^""^!"^,  ^^  reports  to  survey    was    placed    at    63    percent    of  last  year  but  demand  for  feeds  is  expected 

hmmprc  1°    Agriculture.  Pennsyl-  normal,  according  to  the  Department  of  to  be  the  strongest  in  recent  years. 

r^croD  tW           devoted  28.200  acres  Agriculture    which    puts    the    crop    in    a 

hrcen   ove^'thl  iod/'  """  '"""^'''i  uWT  ^°"^1'^T  ^Y  ^^^''^e  percent  than  the  PEACH      CANNING      IS 

K  a  ere/t             ^-    ^'?^^'  ^r^'  ^^^^  "^?.^*  ^^^  ''"''^^''  ^''''^'   T»ie  aver-  ADVANrFn  THIQ  VF  AD 

IN"es  Db  t  1  •  ^^^"''°"    ^""^"^    *^'^  ^^^^  condition  of  the  crop  for  the  vears  AUVAINCtU    1  Hib  YEAR 

I    -  Planted  fi'"  ^^^^'                        .  ^'""^  ^^^^  *°  ^^^^  ^^^  58  percent,  which  ¥¥  ARVESTING  of   the   Pennsylvania 

I  ■■■i  ZV      ^J^^^""  acreage  and  gave  a  better  outlook  at  the  time  of  the  IX    peach  crop  this  vear  will  begin  at 

I  ^'3'^   jrrou            '^'"''^  produced  in  survey  for  the  apple  crop  this  vear  than  least  a  week  in  advance  of  the  average 

I     ncernerl      kJ^*"^    T^'    becoming  that    which   existed   over   the   past   seven  season,  according   to   reports  to  the   De- 

r^'hehar    ^r    ^    the    supply    of  years.     Weather  conditions,  however,  can  partment  of  Agriculture.   The  peak  of  the 

r'M  that  ;        "^    J-      ■    ^^^^-    ^^  ^^'^'  ^^^^  ^"  important  part  in  the  ultimate  peach  season  is  expected  to  be  reached  the 

rPart  of    u  '"""^  fl'stncts  eflforts  production.  latter   part   of   August   with    the   end   of 

I"!  aiithoHf.-prr'"*u*"    ^r^"?^^  CQ  AAOf        DDi^fM  Ti-T'ii-.XT  ^'^^  "^«"^h  bringing  virtual  completion  of 

I     irom    ?.     ",  ^"'u^^f  releasing  63.44%      PRODUCTION  the  harvesting  in  the  south-central  peach 

r'^'^l^in?  o    tir  .    '^^^'\*«  assist  REGISTERED    IN    TEST  ^'*-    '"  ^^e  northern  areas,  however,  the 

r^  4e^s    n   ^''"^u^"?'^!^^''."  "?*  A^    u         ,     .    .      .  '^^^^"•^   '^   ^^P^^t^d   to   extend    well   into 

r^idtorn  ♦            ^^          district  in  AT  the  end  of  the  fortv-first  week  of  September. 

r'^'liave  nLn  ^7^u  ^^^^Y^'"'  '^  ""e-  ^tV   the   Pennsylvania  Official   Egg   I^ay-  As  a  result  of  the  earlier  ripening  of 

I '^^"^  two  V     u    •     "f^"'"^  "    ^^  mg  Te-st.  egg  production  registered  63.44  peaches    Pennsvlvania    housewives    must 

IVanH      .'Jp^  '"  advance  of  the  percent   with   an   average   production   per  plan    for    an    earlier    canning    season,    it 

I '"'11?  the        J     ?   eliminate    ses-  bird    of    182.10   eggs.     Total    number    of  being  expected  that  the  Klberta.  Hale  and 

I               peak  of  the  harvesting  eggs  produced  was  201.221  and  the  aver-  other  good  canning  varieties  will  be  on 

I  age   weight   was  24.58  ounces  per  dozen.  the  market  by  the  middle  of  August. 
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^EEKLYS-NEWS   BULLETIN^ 

gotered  as  secoiidiladB .  ^Jei^,  June  23,  1909,  at  the  Po.t  Office  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  under  Act  of  Congress,  June  6.  1900. 
t^O^   ^j^i^'Jr^v  ^'  4^  John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 

T]  27     ' .^^-^ Harriaburg,  August  13,  1942  No.  33 

FOUR  POINT    RISE    IN          SNAP    BEAN    CROP    IS  GROWING  OF  BARLEY 

ARMER  PRICE  INDEX          FAR  ABOVE  AVERAGE  SHOWS  BIG  ADVANCE 

I  RECORDED  IN  MONTH  indications  point  to  a  production  IN     PA.     SINCE     1924 

If  index  of  prices  paid  Pennsylvania  I-  ^^  5.900  tons  of  snap  beans  this  year  ^  ROWING  of  barlev  in  Pennsvlvania 

lilHr^'""*^-^!^^^  „_•  /---i     o„ririi1tiiral  '"    Pennsylvania,    according    to    Federal-  |      ^^vviin^j  oi  pariey  in  rennsylvania 

)  farmers    for    P^^'^^nts  durin^^^^^^^^^^  State  Crop  Reporting  surveys  issued  by  VT    ^^'  ^^^''  'V'^^r^  ^  '^^^^'  consistent 

*^ucts  increasecl  four  P^^^t^  during    he  Secretary  John  H.  Light  of  the  Depart-  and  phenomenal  advance  since   1924.  ac- 

■«*  'c"^'."^  rrln  Reoortine  Serv  ce  is!  ment  of  Agriculture.    This  is  an  advance  cording  to  the  records  of  the  Department 

r^eral-State  Cr^P  .^^P^C^'"^.  i^ht  of  the  °*  ^'^^  ^°"'  °''''  '^'*  ^'^'  ^""^  ^^P'-^s^"*^  u    Sericulture,  Secretary  John  H.  Light 

I  J  by  Secretary  John  li.  Jl'S^t  ot  the               ^  ^.^^           .^  ^^^^           ^^^^  ^^^  ^^.^  has  pointed  out     It  was  about  that  time 

I  artment  of  Agriculture    Unth^^^  State.     The  average   production   for  the  ^hat   progress   began   in   the   growing   of 

l.^^nng  the  \^^?;^.^^P^"°^^^^^^^^  years  from  1931  to  1940  was  3,200  tons.  ^'"^cr  barley  m  this  State,  most  of  that 

''•''^'"\^/?    nfnnrpH  wffh  1^^^                            The  acreage   planted   to  the  crop   this  grain  grown  previously  having  been  of  the 

.^  ,as  160  con  pared  with  156  a  mon^  year  is   placed   at   4,200  acres   compared  ^P"."^.    variety.     Development    of    winter 

-^^*"' 'l ' •    i.  ndrps  that  fkrm^      nav  with   the   latest   adjusted   figure   of   3,060  varieties  suitable  for  this  State,  Secretary 

,,,anie  basis  the  prices  that  farmers  pay  ^^^^^  harvested  last  year  and  the  previous  V^^*  '^u*'"^'  ^^'  ""?*  with  such  success 

L  the  tliinss  they  need   was    li^    un-  jQ-year  average  of  2,210  acres    The  aver-  ^hat  at  the  present  time  probably  90  per- 

:„„ged  from  ^."^^"Y^rduVTne  L  ve^^^  age  yield  of  1.4  tons  per  acre  this  year  is  ""^  of  the  barley  grown  is  of  that  variety, 

,,anadvancc    rom    30dur^^^  ^j^    ^^^^    ^^    ^^^    ^^^^_^^    ^^^^^>^    ^^^  but  experiments  m  the  deylopment  of  still 

.,d  the  farmers     purchasing    Power    is  slightly   increased  over  the   12  tons  last  '^^^^^  varieties  is  continuing. 

:.,,dat  105,  an  advance  from  103  which  sn|»"y   increasea  over  tne   1.Z  tons  last  ^^  ^^^4  only  11,000  acres  were  devoted 

L.evailed    both    a    month    and    a    year             ^^.^    ^^^^^    ^^^^^    ^^^^^^^^    ^^^^^    ^^^  to  that  grain    most  of  which  was  spring 

k!°   r   nbrps  trrains  at  114  comoared  ^^"^  producing  States  in  the  acreage  de-  ^'"^,7^^"  u      ■  ^he  acreage  had  jumped 

The  index  places  grains  at  114  compared  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^             ^^^^             ^^^  ^^  to  36,000  showing  the  success  of  winter 

k^l'^of  r/at'a^^^^^  10th  last  year  on  ?he  basis  of  the  value  of  varieties      The    increase    continued    each 

pared  with  192 ;  meat  animals,  182  com-             ,            -^  year  and  reached  68,000  acres  in  1934  and 

Eredwith  177;  dairy  products.  178  com-                 '  by   1939  that  figure  was  nearly  doubled, 

Lred  with  172,  and  chickens  and  eggs              ^q    GREAT    INCREASE  ^24,000  acres  having  been  devoted  to  that 

J"  compared  with    124.    The    indicated             mXxcf^       IM       DrcnriPC  c^-^P-    This  marked  advance  in  acreage  is 

price  for  milk  as  of  July  15  is  placed  at             INU 1  tsU       IIN       BLh  1  LLb  attributed  to  some  extent  to  the  promulga- 

£-5  per  hundredweight  compared  with  _  EPORTS  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  In-  tion  of  wheat  quotas  by  the  Federal  Gov- 

52,60  a  month  earlier  and  $2.30  on  July  |^   ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Department  of  Agri-  ernment,  which  brought  many  of  the  co- 

Wl,    •        c    o    Ucf    nf    T>^»r.^yrUr^r.io  culturc    sliow    that   there    is    no    general  operators  in  that  program  to  turn  to  bar- 
Following    s   a    list    ot    Fennsyivania  ^^.^^^^  increase  of  Japanese  beetles  in  this  ley  to  make  up  for  the  decreased  wheat 

n  7i      "^ear  ago  State,    although    in    some    areas    rather  acreage. 

smilardae  a  >         g   .^^^^  ^^^      ^^^^  ^^^  heavy  infestations  are  found,  resulting  in  In  1940  another  advance  was  made,  that 

Commodity      Unit         1941  '          1942  '  damage  to  various  forms  of  plants.    It  is  year  recording  145,000  bushels  devoted  to 

Lat Bu.       $    .98         $  1.04  pointed  out,  however,  that  increases  may  that  grain,  but  last  year  a  slight  recession 

U Bu.            .83              .93  yet  occur  as  the  season  advances.   Due  to  occurred,   the  acreage  dropping  back  to 

t."  ■;;;;;;; ;;bII;            !s8              '.ee  the  dry  weather  in  the  Eastern  area  dur-  139,000,   but   the   estimate    for   this   year 

L  ............. .Bu.            .65              .76  ing  the  early  Summer  season,  the  flight  of  shows  an  advance  to  149,000  acres,  regis- 

Nt^lieat  Bu.          ^.63            ^.81  the  beetle  was  delayed  beyond  the  usual  tering  an  all-time  high. 

5'er..".".'.".".".".'.'Bu.          r.os            1:20  period,  but  in  spite  of  that  condition  some  The  total  production  for  the  State  last 

y Ton        10.50           11.90  areas  in  Lancaster  County  report  heavy  year  is  placed  at  3,614,000  bushels,  bring- 

I's Cwt.           10.50               14.00  i  n  fp  Stat  inn «:  •           aU                                  •   ij                                ^        o^ 

.;  Cattle            Cwt         9  10           1150  iniesiations.  ing    the    average    yield    per    acre    to    26 

iiCalves  .:.■.■;.■: Cwt'.        IIJO           h'.io                Scouting  by  bureau   agents   show  that  bushels.    The  average  price  per  bushel  re- 

h  Cwt.         3.85            5.00  the  city  of  Philadelphia  the  original  center  ceived  by  the   farmer  last  year  was  62 

fkws Head      JHo         10900  °*  infestation  in  this  State,  is  practically  cents,  making  the  total  value  of  the  crop 

'«  ...::::"::Head     m.oo         121:00  free  of  the  pests.    They  are  now  exceed-  ^,241,000. 

;>s  Head     121.00         131.00  ingly  scarce,  reports  show,  in  the  down  a^^ ,,    .,      _     ..         .    ..      o,  . 

t^ens Lb.            .193             .214  town  marke  s  and  along  the  river  fronts.  ,  J^^^^f^.  ^",  '^^  ,*=°""^.es   of   the    State 

::kevs  Lb.            .230            .265             ,         ,     .       ,,       „  i •  j  ^r  ,•  r„„i.„  Lancaster  County  has  been  in  the  lead  in 

^retail  Qt.            .117             .130  where  durmg  the  early  period  o^nfesta-  ^^^^      ^             J^  production,  18.460  acres 

btter Lb.            .35              .38  tion,  the  beetles   swarmed  in  such  great  ,^  ••;„  ,     J°  ,     ^x  j  .     .u^*.        •     •    ^u  j. 

hat  Lb.            .35              .38  ^^^hers  that  loading  of  freight  cars  was  ^^^'"^  ^een  devoted  to  that  gram  m  that 

k Lb"           If            if  carried  on  only  during  the  night,  as  the  ^^""^J   ^^'^  , f^    York   County   ranked 

" ^^-            -^^              -^^  nests    swarmed   into   the   cars    if    loaded  second  with  13,000  acres,  Franklin  County, 

GG    PRICES     HIGHEST  during  the  day  time,  and  in  the  cases  of  l:'^l/'lJ,'th'' whh"  Um  "^a'cfeT 

iTTDirni  TMTV  HifAOVCT  refrigerator  cars  would  have  lived  over  r?"    ^'     ^l             ,.          i             *     • 

\TTRI-COUNTY  MARKET  .^ffi^^t  periods  to  have  caused  the  in-  £^"^1^7  ^^""fy  .^^^  the  only  county  in 

L VERAGE   prices    for    the    four    top  festation  of  sections  to  which  the  freight  f^,  ^J^^^^^'^  "^^^ToZ 

te  s^  or^^l^^ft^:^^!?  -The^^l^se   followed  by  the  beetle  in  ^^-  -ch  >^^  10  -^ -e  at  Jl.  bot- 

rtfri-Countv  Market  at  Worcester,  held  Philadelphia  over  the  years  since  its  de-  'Ta?l'^t.r  Cnimtr^.n  hf.M^^^                in 

Llieht  lead  over  other  cooperative  egg  velopment  there  is  interestingly  shown  in  average  ^IdneLriwh^^^^^^^ 

narkets  in  this  State,  it  is  shown  by  re-  a  compilation  of  the  bureau  which  states  ^^iTo^dbv  Delaware  Countv  with  31  7 

ms  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  that  in  1927  there  were  more  beetles  north  ^usheh   but  onrv46racS     Chester    31  2 

D^nng  that  period  the  average  for  that  of  Market  Street  than  to  the  south.     In  ^^  J^^'and  LebLon  Suntv   29  3  bushels 

:arket  for  white  eggs  was   34.23   cents  1928  the  reverse  is  shown  to  be  the  case.  from  1 760  acres    ForeTc^^^ 

brdozen  and  for  brown  eggs,  32.99  cents  In  1929  they  were  about  equallv  divided  *'^°"1  ^'^7  f^'^l   \   ^     u       fix     i         ♦ 

Nozen.                          ^S,^     ^  ^^^^^^^^^  ^^^y^^  ^^^^^     j^  1930.  1931  and.  ^Y^/^^  «^  18.9  bushels  showed  the  lowest 

Average  prices   received   at   the   other  1932  there  were  more  beetles  to  the  south  ^'^'^  P^""  ^^"^^  ^°'*  ^"^  ^^^^^• 

arkets  in  this  State  were  as   follows:  and  that  condition  also  existed  in   1933,  QWPFT  POPN    APPPAPF 

te  Countv,  white,  34.10  cents,  brown,  excepting  that  a  decrease  was  noted  to  the  oWILIiil    L^UKIN   .A,VxKI!j/\L»1!< 

f'12  cents;  "Butler    Cooperative,    white,  north.    In  1934  they  were  more  numerous  BREAKS    ALL    RECORDS 

p-'O cents,  brown,  30.56  cents;  Coatsville,  to  the  south  but  a  return  in  greater  num-  *  o  •     .t.               r    .^              ^  li 

*e.  33.72  cents,   brown,    32.44    cents;  hers  was  noted  in  the  -nortii.    In  1935  in-  A^.'"  *^^  case  of  other  vegetable  crops 

P-ehigh  Valley,  white,  S^i  96  cents,  brown,  creased   numbers   were   reported   in   both  ^^  for  processing,  production  of  sweet 

"W  cents:    Philadelphia,    white,    30.94  areas,   with   a  greater   infestation   in  the  corn  in  Pennsylvania  this  year  will  reach 

*,  brown,  30.27  cents  southern  section.    In  1936  a  decrease  was  a"   all-time   record,   accordiiig   to   indica- 

The  Coatsville  market  held  the  lead  in  reported  in  both  areas,  but  the  pests  were  tions  of  the  surveys  of  the  Federal-State 

^t^'tal  sales  of  all  grades,  a  total  of  more  numerous  in  the  south.    A  slight  in-  Crop  Reporting  Service  issued  by  the  De- 

H*5  cases  being  disposed   of    through  crease  was  noted  in  1937  but  since  1938  partment    of    Agriculture      The    acreage 

'"^tmarket.  Sales  at  other  markets  were  the  number  has  been  steadily  decreasing  Pla"ted  th's  year  increased  from  13.400  in 

t*v.s:  Bucks.  59,710  cases-   Butler.  until  this  season  when  it  is  reported  that  /941  to  15,400  acres,  according  to  prelim- 

■^'S8 cases;  Lehigh  Valley   37,699  cases,  there  is  practically  no  infestation.  '"ary  reports,  which  is  an  advance  of  15 

r''' Tn-Cnuntv    4^  528  cases    making  a  percent.    The  average  acreage  devoted  to 

Jjf  259.130cases  of  eggs  of  aHgrTdes            POTATO  CROP  MAY  BE  tlie  crop  during  the  years   from  .1931  to 

i'TtS:  S'  "  '''  ^^^^^^^'^^        REDUCED    BY    BLIGHT  ti?  yZ  Tuet^f^f^rrc'^^l  TIZ 

U/iii..^  D LIGHT  on  the  late  crop  of  Pennsyl-  average. 

''VHEAT    IN    STORAGE  13  vania  potatoes  may  cause  considera-  Bantam  and  other  yellow  varieties  are 

AT  NFU/    Uir^U    orfclMT  hie  loss  to  growers  and  a  telling  reduction  by   far  the  most  popular  of  any  of  the 

new    mUtt    rUllN  1  i„  the  crop,  according  to  survevs  of  field  varieties  grown  in  this  State  as  is  shown 

VPCKS  of  old  wheat  in  interior  mills.  agents  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  by  the   fact  that  the  acreage  devoted  to 

hJ  elevators  and  warehouses  in  Pennsyl-  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.    The  those   varieties   is   8,620   acres,   which   is 

L'"?'^"  July  1.  placed  at  380.000  bushels  disease  is  said  to  be  most  prevalent  in  the  nearly  double  that  devoted  to  the  white 

JN  the  hJRhest  point  during  the  years  mountainous  areas  which  include  the  heavy  varieties.     Acreage  planted  to  the  white 

V^  1931,  according  to  the  Federal-State  producing  sections  of  Potter  and  Somerset  varieties  is  divided  between  Evergreen  and 

'P  Reporting  Service  survey  issued  by  counties.    It  has  also  infected  fields  in  the  narrow  grain  corn  with  4.160  acres  and 

'*'e  Department  of  Agriculture    The  East  to  a  varying  extent.    The  infection  Country  Gentlemen  to  which  2,620  acres 

L^^''  recorded  on  the  similar  date  last  is  reported  to  l>e  general  and  the  hope  of  bave  been  planted. 

I    amounted  to  280,000  bushels  and  for  cutting  down  heavy  losses  is  said  to  be  in  a^/co  a^p    Ai^OP  l/Aff  f  TP 

Ijlrj^us  10-ycar  average  the  total  was  regular  and  thorough  spraying.  AVt.KAIat  ACKlL  V AL.UI:. 

W£'';i                 ,    ,  ,.  .          ^"Py  T'"  T''^"^"-  S'^Int  T  Z  FOR   TOMATOES    RISES 

I      'URiinut  the  country  stocks  held  in  ported   to   be   entirely   wiped  out  by  the 

I  ,.^  Viarters.  combined  with  the  stocks  disease    and    serious    damage    to    larger  ^WIHE  average  value  per  acre  of  toma- 

I /"Harms,  totaled  301,333,000  bushels,  sprayed  fields  has  already  resulted.  1.  toes    grown   on    Pennsylvania    farms 

I. JiJiR  the  combined   stocks   to  be  the             The    condition    is    said    to    have    been  last  year  was  $197.92,  which  was  a  large 

W\u^  ""^cord.  Last  year  on  the  similar  caused    largely    by    the    exceedingly    wet  increase  above  any  of  the  previously  re- 

lil      *"^^'   amounted   to    161,155,000  weather  which  not  alone  encourages  the  corded   11   years.    The  average  for   1940 

I  Tii)^^^^  *^^  previous  10-year  average  development  of  the  disease  but  prevents  is  $161.40  and  for  the  previous  10  years, 

I    ^^.000  bushels.  regular  spraying.  $155.48. 
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SPREAD    OF    INSECTS 

BRIEF  resume  covering  the  import- 

l^^  of  plant  quarantines  has  been 

•1  hv  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  of 

"Department  of  Agriculture  at  the  di- 

)f 

,.  never  popular  with  the  pubHc^ecause 


l 


I'^rinn  of  Secretary  John  H.   Light   in 
it  is  stated  that  plant  quarantines 


'frequently  restrict  the  movement  of 

iL  commodities    but   that   it   is   en- 

i-mng  to  note   that   few    mdividuals 

■  1  to  fully  cooperate  after  they  are  m- 

•led  of  the  purpose  of  the  quarantine. 

The  plant  quarantine  most  talked  about 

.his  part  of  the  country  is  that  pertam- 

r?  to  tlie  Japanese  beetle  which  was  set 

II  about  20  years  ago  and  about  the  only 

Lr'ant  change  made   in   the   wordmg 

'J'L  those  years  has  been  that  mcident 

Tthe  addition  of  infested  territory.    The 

|«roose  of  the  quarantine  was  to  retard 

IL  spread  of  the  new  and  dangerous  look- 

L  "plant  pest  until  such  time  as  control 

measures    might     be     developed.       The 

Ltural  rate  of  spread  each  year  seemed 

lio  be  only  about  two  to  three  miles,  so 

iRfulations  were  set  up  to  head  off  arti- 

al  spread.    This  meant  restricting  the 

ipement  of  materials  on  which  the  insect 

Eight  be  carried. 

The  grub  and  egg  stage  of  the  beetle 
y  found  in  the  ground,  while  the  beetle 
Ij:  adult  stage  will  be  seen  about  plants, 
Ifjrticularly  on  buds,  bloosoms  and  fruit. 
Ilhe  restrictions  were  made  to  include 
Ifiants  with  soil  about  the  roots,  bulk  soil, 
Ld  and  similar  materials  to  control  grub 
M  egg  dispersal  and  the  above  ground 
Ijirts  of  plants  favored  by  the  beetle,  for 
>  control  of  the  spread  of  the  adult 
,<tle. 

i  As  it  turned  out,  the  Japanese  beetle  de- 
doped  into  a  successful   "hitch   hiker" 
y  got  many  lifts  from  passing  motor 
ITS.   It  also  has  done  well  as  a  "train 
^pper."    However,   the   quarantine   ac- 
nplishcd   its   purpose    fairly    well,    the 
ta  of  heavy  beetle   population   having 
|::>hed  out  only  about  60  miles  west  and 
rthwest  from  Philadelphia,  the  original 
nt  of  infestation.   There  are,  however, 
bJying  areas  which  have  some  beetles 
p to  the  movement  of  infested  materials 
|:>pite  of  the  quarantine. 
During  the  20  years,  control  measures 
;.e  been  fairly  well  worked  out  and  ways 
1:  living  with  the  beetle  devised  so  that 
p  it  is  felt  that  insofar  as  Pennsylvania 
■concerned,  the  quarantine  has  largely 
Ird  its  purpose.    However,  because  of 
p  movement  of  nursery  stock,  farm  and 
pnhouse  crops  to  other  states,  restric- 
r"j  made  by  those  states  in  respect  to 
V-i  treatment,  packing  of   products  and 
l;tw  other  requirements  must  be  satisfied. 
|fe  is  to  assure  other  states  of  the  free- 
It::',  of  Pennsylvania  products  from  the 
\^'m  stages  of  the  beetle. 

The  European  corn  borer  was  once  the 

lit^ject  of  a  plant  quarantine,  both  State 

W  Federal.    With    the    continued    and 

m  spread  of  that  insect  the  restrictions 

p  discontinued,  but  before  the  restric- 

ps  were  revoked,   it   was   shown   that 

pti  cultural  practices,  if  followed  by 

pentire  community,  resulted  in  satisfac- 

|«)  control.  Corn  now  moves  unrestricted 

r;^J"sy!vania,    but    many    uninfested 

Ijes  have  quarantines  against  corn  and 

m  crops  from  this  state  which  might 

'^'jno  them  the  corn  borer. 

I,,J!  •,"•=  present  time  efforts  are  directed 

L,f     '^  suppression    of    other    plant 

iPs^most  of  which  are  listed  for  con- 

y  extermmation  or  eradication.   The 

I  JITS'  P°^^*^  wart,  Dutch  elm  dis- 

L  :  black  stem  rust  of  cereal  grains 

Kr  ru      ^^^  ^^'"^  attacked  in  this 

■rictoi,        ^^P^y  "^^^^  quarantine  re- 

^..h"*^  "movement  of  certain  materials 

-might  serve  as  carriers  of  the  egg 

fniT^  >t  is  in  this  stage  that  it  is 

L  n? /°  be  carried  any  great  dis- 

.     «iack  stem  rust  and   Dutch  elm 

p.. '/^^"lations    also    restrict    move- 

.1  ru^terials  likely  to  carry  those 

WLu    ^^^^°  w^''*  disease  is  being 

r  dZu  ^,  "^'^^"s  of  soil  sterilization 

fev.i?/^'"  ^'s^ase  is  eradicated  by 

*   ,    ''"^"'"8:  of  diseased  elm  trees. 

In.,  r"^  P«sts,  particularly  diseases, 

[Zr^[  habits  which  must  be  un- 

hn  n,     *""y  *ce  the  significance  of 

hrui  ?"*'"«  restrictions.   The  black 

to  tk    ^"'^^'^  *"«*  »*»  intimate  rcla- 

Kd  rr^  ^""PW'"?  of  wheat,  oats  and 

lurl^^-^'  "  ^'^^*^  as  an  example.    It 

organism  which  leads  a  double  life, 

^^'ng  a  part  of  its  life  on  the 


3.  1909,  at  the  Pott  Oflfice  at  Harritburg,  Pa.,  under  Act  of  Congreti,  June  6.  1900. 
hn  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 


Harrisburg,  August  20,  1942 
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GRADING  DECISION  IS 
FAVORABLE  TO  DEPT. 

THE  right  of  the  Pennsylvania  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  to  require 
that  foods  brought  into  this  State  for 
resale  must  comply  with  the  grades  es- 
tablished by  the  department  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  consuming  public  and  Penn- 
sylvania producers,  has  been  sustained  in 
a  decision  just  announced  by  the  Common 
Pleas  Court  of  Fayette  County. 

The  decision,  considered  of  far-reaching 
importance,  was  the  outgrowth  of  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
agents  a  few  months  ago  in  ordering  dis- 
continuance of  the  resale  of  potatoes  from 
a  carload  shipment  brought  from  another 
State  on  the  basis  that  they  did  not  com- 
ply with  the  Pennsylvania  grading  law. 
The  case  was  heard  before  an  alderman 
in  Uniontown,  who  decided  for  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture.  The  case  was 
appealed  by  the  potato  dealer  to  the  county 
court. 

When  notified  of  the  decision  Secretary 
John  H.  Light  stated :  "I  am  greatly  grat- 
ified over  the  decision  which  not  only 
clearly  defines  our  rights  in  the  matter 
of  enforcing  the  grading  laws  of  this 
State,  but  at  the  same  time  assures  that 
protection  for  both  the  Pennsylvania  con- 
sumer and  producer  to  which  they  are  en- 
titled. High  standards  have  been  adopted 
by  the  producers  of  this  State  with  a  re- 
sult that  Pennsylvania  products  hold  an 
enviable  position  on  the  markets.  The 
consumer  is  assured  of  the  represented 
quality  when  purchasing  certified  potatoes, 
fruits  and  vegetables  and  it  would  cer- 
tainly prove  a  great  disadvantage  if  out- 
of-state  growers  were  privileged  to  break 
down  those  standards  by  not  being  re- 
quired to  adhere  to  Pennsylvania  grades." 

40,569    CATTLE    ARE 
BANG  TESTED  IN  MO. 

DURING  the  month  of  July  2,817 
herds  comprising  40,569  cattle  were 
tested  for  Bang  disease  in  this  State  under 
direction  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Indus- 
try of  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
according  to  reports  to  Secretary  John  H. 
Light.  Of  the  number  tested  infection 
was  found  in  589  herds  representing  20.9 
percent  and  a  total  of  1,513  cattle  were 
found  to  be  affected  by  the  disease,  which 
was  3.7  percent  of  the  total  number 
tested.  At  the  end  of  that  month  there 
were  74,088  herds  comprising  645,763 
cattle  in  both  the  individual  and  area 
plans,  under  Bang  control  supervision  of 
the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry. 

During  the  month  of  July  indemnities 
paid  by  the  State  amounted  to  $53,226, 
representing  payments  for  1,683  cattle  and 
Federal  indemnities  totaled  $38,584  for 
1,421  cattle  during  that  month. 

In  addition  to  the  cattle  under  super- 
vision in  the  Bang  disease  control  pro- 
gram, the  report  shows  that  there  are 
also  173  goat  herds  comprising  1,468 
animals  similarly  supervised,  191  goats 
having  been  tested  dfiring  the  past  month, 
all  of  which  were  free  of  the  disease. 

REPORT   LOW   PRICES 
FOR  EARLY  POTATOES 

MUCH  concern  is  being  felt  by  grow- 
ers of  early  potatoes  over  the  low 
prices  which  are  prevailing,  according  to 
reports  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 
Some  reports  state  that  growers  are  re- 
ceiving as  low  as  50  cents  per  bushel, 
which  it  is  claimed  is  not  sufficient  to 
cover  cost  of  production  with  increased 
labor  costs  and  the  cost  of  bags  ranging 
from  11  to  16  cents  each.  This  situation 
is  said  to  prevail  throughout  the  entire 
Eastern  and  Northeastern  area  of  the 
country.  It  is  also  reported  that  in  many 
instances  the  early  yield  has  been  dis- 
appointing. 

Although  Pennsylvania  produces  a  large 
crop  of  early  potatoes,  the  major  crop  is 
of  the  late  variety. 

common  barberry  and  a  second  stage  on 
the  grain  crops.  Separate  the  two  sets  of 
plants  by  destroying  the  worthless  bar- 
berry, and  the  pest  will  die  out  and  this 
is  accomplished  by  setting  up  restrictions 
to  control  the  disease.  White  pine  blister 
rust  and  cedar  apple  rust  are  other  dis- 
eases of  the  same  type  and  their  control 
involves  similar  procedure. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  all  quarantines  are 
established  solely  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  crop  producer  and  the  general 
public  by  attempting  to  restrict  the  spread 
of  or  to  eradicate  definitely  harmful  plant 
pests. 


RECORDS  SHOW  RYE 
LOSING  POPULARITY 
AS  GRAIN  IN  PENNA. 

CONSISTENT  decrease  in  the  produc- 
tion of  rye  in  Pennsylvania  over  the 
past  years,  as  shown  by  records  of  the 
State  Department  of  Agriculture  dating 
back  to  1866,  show  the  increasing  un- 
popularity of  that  crop  as  a  source  of 
grain.  The  extent  of  the  change  which 
has  been  brought  is  seen  in  the  compiled 
data  which  shows  that  in  1866  483,065 
acres  were  devoted  to  that  crop  but  this 
year  the  acreage  has  dwindled  to  58,000 
acres.  The  average  yield  per  acre  is  also 
below  the  averages  for  most  of  the  years 
previous  to  1927. 

The  high  point  in  acreage  was  reached 
in  1867  when  498,686  acres  were  devoted 
to  that  crop.  With  an  average  yield  per 
acre  of  13.7  bushels,  that  was  also  the 
banner  year  in  total  production  which 
amounted  to  6,832,000  bushels  and  with  the 
average  price  per  bushel  that  year  of 
$1.01,  the  value  of  the  crop  was  also  the 
greatest  of  any  recorded  year.  The  fol- 
lowing year  there  was  a  decline  in  acre- 
age of  more  than  40,000  acres  which  has 
been  consistent  excepting  for  a  few  years 
when  a  rebound  is  recorded,  with  the  de- 
cline again  taking  over  in  1885.  That  re- 
cession was  halted  and  reverted  to  an  in- 
crease again  in  1901  when  383,596  acres 
were  devoted  to  the  crop,  but  another  de- 
cline started  from  that  point  the  follow- 
ing ytar. 

In  1920  for  the  first  time  the  acreage 
dropped  below  the  200,000  mark,  but  rose 
again  above  that  figure  in  1922  and  1923 
when  215,000  acres  were  devoted  to  rye, 
but  a  sharp  decrease  took  place  the  fol- 
lowing year  when  the  grain  was  produced 
on  only  125,000  acres.  In  1926  the  acreage 
dipped  for  the  first  time  below  the  100,000 
mark,  going  to  93,000  acres  in  that  year 
and  to  78,000  acres  in  1927.  In  1940  the 
rye  acreage  was  only  60,000  acres  and 
57,000  acres  in  1941. 

The  highest  average  yield  per  acre  was 
19  bushels  attained  in  1897  and  the  lowest 
recorded  yield  was  8.2  bushels  in  1885. 
The  highest  average  price  per  bushel  was 
$1.70  which  prevailed  in  1917,  followed 
by  $1.65  per  bushel  in  1918;  $1.57  in  1919, 
and  $1.40  in  1920.  The  average  price  last 
year  was  71  cents,  giving  a  total  value  of 
the  crop  in  that  year  of  $567,000.  The 
lowest  average  price  per  bushel  prevailed 
in  1897  when  the  price  was  43  cents  per 
bushel. 

In  addition  to  the  acreage  devoted  to 
the  crop  for  the  production  of  grain,  ap- 
proximately 25,000  acres  are  sown  an- 
nually to  rye  which  is  used  for  other  pur- 
poses, such  as  harvesting  for  straw  and 
as  a  cover  crop. 

Franklin  County  holds  a  heavy  lead 
over  all  other  counties  of  this  State  in 
the  production  of  that  grain,  the  acreage 
last  year  being  placed  at  7,250  acres. 
Cumberland  County  is  second  among  the 
counties  with  4,200  acres.  The  average 
acre  yield  in  the  former  county  was  13.6 
bushels  and  in  the  latter  county,  12.2 
bushels.  Rye  was  grown  in  every  county 
excepting  Cameron  County  and  Warren 
and  McKean  counties,  each  with  10  acres 
devoted  to  the  crop,  are  the  lowest  pro- 
ducing counties. 

In  commenting  upon  the  reduced  pro- 
duction of  the  grain,  Secretary  John  H. 
Light  suggested  two  possibilities  as  the 
cause.  He  stated  that,  "it  will  be  noted 
from  the  records  that  as  rye  acreage  de- 
clined, wheat  acreage  increased  until  the 
period  some  years  ago  when  wheat  pro- 
duction also  started  downward,  accelerated 
during  the  past  few  years  by  the  allot- 
ment plan  of  the  Federal  Government, 
suggesting  that  farmers  turned  to  wheat 
from  rye  during  the  heavier  acreage 
years  for  those  grains. 

"The  factor  which  could  have  con- 
tributed to  the  change  was  the  develop- 
ment of  the  dairy  industry  in  this  State 
which  brought  with  it  a  decline  in  hog 
raising  and  the  use  of  rye  as  feed  is 
confined  largely  to  hogs." 

TEST    SHOWS     62.46% 
AVERAGE  PRODUCTION 

AT  the  end  of  the  44th  week  of  the 
.  Pennsylvania  Official  Egg  Laying 
Test,  average  production  stood  at  62.46 
percent  and  the  average  number  of  eggs 
per  bird  was  192.36.  A  total  of  212,566 
eggs  were  produced,  the  average  weight 
of  which  was  24.60  ounces  per  dozen. 
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STATE  SUR^  ^ 
NO  SERIOUS  D. 
CAUSED    BY    RUSTS 

liTO  serious  damage   has   been   caused 

\  bv  gra'"   '■"^^   ^^'^   ^^^^    *°   ctTea.\ 

v\,'m  this  State,  according  to  obser- 

'fS  of  agents  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant 

,*itrv  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 

Secretary  John  H.  Light  has  stated. 

Srvations  on   the    prevalence    of    the 

age  was  made  by  the  bureau  special- 

, ,.  jj,  39  counties    during    the    current 

Se  to  hot,  dry  weather  through  April 
Ld  the  first   half   of    May,    there    was 

4  development  of  the  barberry  stage  of 
iJffli  rust,  tiie  report  shows,  which  it 
I!-' believed' had  much  to  do  with  the  fail- 
U  of  the  rust  to  appear  later  on  the 
Ijrtin  crops,  although  weather  conditions 
I  ere  favorable  for  its  deArelopment  from 
L  middle  of  May  to  the  end  of  harvest. 
L  2  result  only  a  few  cases  of  stem 
L  on  wheat,  barley,  oats  and  rye  have 
lieen  found  and  the  total  damage  is  re- 
Led  to  be  negligible. 
1  Leaf  rust,  however,  has  been  generally 

•ound  heavy  on  wheat  throughout  the 
hiate  and  the  quality  of  the  grain  has 
LftH  somewhat  lowered.  That  type  of  rust 
I'as  also  been  found  to  be  general  on  the 
Lis  crop,  but  damage  was  not  considered 
Laterial  except  possibly  in  the  southern 
Isiintics. 

PEACH  CROP  ABOUT 
EQUAL  TO  LAST  YEAR 

[indicated  production  of  the  Penn- 

lisylvania  peach  crop  is  about  equal  to 

Tit  of  last  year,  according  to  the  Federal- 

bte  Crop    Reporting    Service    survey 

i'jed  by  Secretary  John  H.  Light  of  the 

[epartment   of    Agriculture.     The    pro- 

tction  is   placed    at    1,822,000    bushels 

bpared  with  1,845,000  bushels  last  year, 

'licli  is  greatly  in  excess  of  the  previous 

year  average  production  of    1,656,000 

bhds. 

Quality  of  the  early  crop  was  reported 

l  be  high   and   the    demand    unusually 

py.  This  is  now  reported  to  hold  true 

the  major  crop  which  is   now  being 

li'vested. 

A  decrease  of  five  hundred  tons  below 
bl941  crop  is  indicated  in  the  report 
[rthis  year's  cherry  production,  but  the 
pe  shows  a  heavy  increase  over  the 
p39  average  production.  Latest  indi- 
bmi  place  the  yield  this  year  at  9,300 
p  compared  with  9,800  tons  last  year 
pthe  10-year  average  of  7,704  tons. 
I  An  increase  of  116,000  bushels  over 
U  year  is  indicated  for  this  year's  pear 
p,  but  that  production  is  far  below  the 
ipge  production  for  the  years  from 
p  to  1939.  Production  for  this  year 
I  indicated  to  be  466,000  bushels  com- 
m  with  350,000  bushels  last  year.  The 
page  for  the  10-year  period  is  609,000 
FJnels. 

DEMAND  FOR  PEACHES 
EXCEEDING     SUPPLY 

I  jEMAND  for  Pennsylvania  peaches 
yJ  IS  exceeding  the  supply,  according  to 
pts  received  by  the  Department  of 
iMture.  Orchardists  say  they  are 
F?  stramed  to  the  limit  to  pick  the 
H  last  enough  to  supply  buyers  who 
l.„  ^f  orchards  for  orders  ranging 
rja  tew  baskets  to  large  truck  loads. 
LJ,^^''«ved  the  exceedingly  heavy  de- 
V  'f  caused  by  consumers  canning 
E  fi,  ^"""'^  *^^"  normally.  It  is 
t^L ,  .'■^t'oning  boards  have  been 
l;.,^^  allow  the  required  amount  of 

|v!,m[,^^""'"S  fruits  to  assure  that 
lY  *'"  be  no  waste. 

I  fPorts  show  that  the  peach  crop  is 
V.T '5'a^'ty  this  season  as  a  result  of 
I,    ndant  rainfall.    It  is  of  large  size, 

; '^'ored  and  highly  flavored. 

i  r'PA',l  ^^''^^st  o^  the  crop,  in- 
IrtMil!  ^'^^'■^^  a"«J  Hale  varieties, 
I  i      ^''''^  '"  Southcentral   Penn- 

'^5  Tt  •     ^'"    continue    for    several 
fon-  '^  ^."t'cipated  that  the  demand 

^  jn  inue  heavy  throughout  the  bar- 
's season. 

I JiCATlONS  POINT  TO 
k?2.  ^^APE     CROP 

hJ  •  ""^  ♦'i^  Federal-State  Crop 
/^porting  Service  issued  by  Secre- 

,.  '^Rriculture  John  H.  Light  show 

Statp  •  ^^  crop  in  the  Erie  belt  of 

'^  's  expected   to   ripen   at  least 


Weelfc    ,      1'^'-''=*'    I"    ripen    ai    leasi 
■ear  a   }l^  "^  *^^  ripening  period 
and  that  grape  clusters  in  that 
'^  exceptionally   large. 


SUGGEST   METHODS    TO 
CONTROL   QUACKGRASS 

ALTHOUGH  quackgrass  is  known  as 
.  the  most  noxious  weed  where  it  pre- 
vails, it  has  two  redeeming  features,  ac- 
cording to  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  These 
qualities  are  that  it  makes  good  hay  and 
produces  two  crops  yearly  and  being  a 
sweet  pasture,  cattle  eat  it  greedily,  and 
its  matted  rootstalks  make  it  unsurpassed 
as  a  soil  binder  in  steep  gullies  or  on 
roadside  embankments.  As  a  possible 
cover  for  airports  it  gained  prominence  a 
few  years  ago,  but  it  was  found  that 
farms,  adjacent  to  ports  with  this  cover- 
ing, would  soon  be  overrun  with  the 
ruinous  weed. 

Its  tenacity  of  life  makes  the  grass  a 
pest  not  easily  controlled  when  it  gets  a 
foothold  in  cultivated  grounds.  The 
jointed,  branching  underground  stem  or 
rootstock  of  the  plant  which  is  capable 
of  budding  a  new  plant  at  every  joint,  en- 
ables it  to  spread  so  rapidly  as  to  crowd 
out  other  plants.  The  seed  of  the  grass 
is  frequently  found  as  an  impurity  in 
wheat,  rye,  oats,  barley  and  other  grasses, 
particularly  broom  grass,  which  is  pointed 
to  as  an  indication  of  the  importance  of 
sowing  tested  seeds. 

It  is  stated  that  there  is  no  easy  way 
to  subdue  quackgrass  but  that  it  can  be 
done,  sometimes  in  a  single  season.  Three 
methods  of  destruction  are  given  which 
are  by  shading,  cultivation  and  by  use  of 
chemicals. 

The  store  house  of  the  plant  is  in  the 
creeping  rootstalks ;  the  material  for  the 
growth  of  which,  comes  from  the  food 
assimilated  by  the  green  leaves,  therefore 
no  green  leaves  should  be  allowed  to  de- 
velop. Small  areas  may  be  smothered  to 
death  by  being  covered  with  boards,  heavy 
building  paper  or  old  linoleum,  pegged 
down  so  that  the  air  is  excluded  and  the 
wind  cannot  stir  it.  Two  or  three  months 
of  such  exclusion  of  air  and  sunlight  will 
leave  the  rootstocks  withered  and  dead. 

On  large  areas,  it  is  recommended,  that 
the  field  be  pastured  closely  for  an  entire 
growing  season  then  if  the  sod  is  well 
turned  under,  rolled  and  harrowed,  much 
of  the  grass  will  be  killed  at  once.  Ordi- 
narily, fall  or  early  spring  plowing  fol- 
lowed by  cultivation  with  a  shovel- 
toothed  cultivator  every  three  days,  until 
the  middle  of  June,  will  keep  the  green 
leaves  from  showing  themselves.  A  late 
crop  of  corn  can  be  grown  on  this  land 
and  the  last  spears  of  grass  killed  by  its 
cultivation. 

When  quackgrass  takes  possession  of 
cultivated  ground,  its  rootstocks  are 
deeper  in  the  soil,  than  in  pastures  in 
meadows.  An  early  fall  plowing  with  the 
furrows  turned  just  deep  enough  to  cut 
the  matted  rootstocks  free  from  the  sub- 
soil, followed  by  a  toothed  harrowing  to 
work  the  rootstocks  free  from  the  soil 
so  that  they  can  be  raked  into  piles  and 
burned  is  an  effective  way  to  fight  quack- 
grass. Two  bouts  of  this  practice  followed 
by  a  hoed  crop,  thoroughly  tilled  until 
midsummer,  will  clean  out  the  pest. 

The  chemical  most  commonly  used  in 
the  control  of  weeds  is  sodium  chlorate. 
However,  if  enough  of  this  to  kill  quack- 
grass is  used,  it  will  kill  all  other  vege- 
tation also.  For  application  the  sodium 
chlorate  should  be  made  into  a  solution 
at  the  rate  of  one  pound  to  a  gallon  of 
water.  In  June,  a  single  spraying  may 
do  the  work  but  usually  two  or  three  are 
necessary  to  kill  all  of  the  plants.  The 
soil  is  not  immediately  productive  after 
sodium  chlorate  has  been  used  and  many 
precautions  should  be  observed  in  handling 
this  chemical  for  under  certain  conditions 
it  is  explosive. 

DOGS  CAUSE  DAMAGE 
COSTING  STATE  $1,914 

THE  Dog  Law  Enforcement  Division 
of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  reported 
to  Secretary  John  H.  Light  that  during 
the  month  of  July  1,384  stray  and  un- 
controlled dogs  were  killed  by  police 
officers  throughout  the  State  and  that  50 
stray  dogs  were  killed  by  agents  of  the 
bureau.  During  the  same  period  93  claims 
for  damages  caused  by  dogs  to  livestock 
and  poultry  were  investigated  and  a  total 
of  $1,914  paid  by  the  State  in  settlement 
of  the  claims.  Settlements  totaling  $274 
were  made  between  claimants  and  owners 
of  dogs  for  damages. 


FEW  CATTLE  REACT 
IN  OFFICIAL  TB  TEST 
DURING  PAST  MONTH 

ONLY  277  of  the  50,847  cattle  tested 
for  tuberculosis  during  the  month  of 
July  under  supervision  of  the  Bureau  of 
Animal  Industry  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  were  found  to  be  infected 
with  the  disease,  Secretary  John  H.  Light 
has  announced.  During  the  same  period 
a  total  of  $7,077  was  paid  by  the  State 
and  $5,417  by  the  Federal  Government  in 
indemnities  for  condemned  cattle. 

The  report  also  shows  that  during  the 
month  52,626  specimens  were  reeceived 
and  examined  at  the  laboratory  of  the 
bureau,  38,823  of  which  were  of  cattle 
and  13,358  of  chickens. 

Among  the  specimens  were  44  brains  of 
animals  examined  for  rabies,  the  disease 
having  been  found  in  18  of  that  number. 
It  was  stated  that  47  persons  and  260 
animals  were  bitten  or  exposed  to  rabid 
dogs,  cases  having  been  reported  from 
Allegheny,  Armstrong,  Beaver.  Centre, 
Clarion,  Crawford,  Dauphin,  Delaware, 
Fayette,  Lawrence,  Mercer,  Venango  and 
Westmoreland  counties. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Meat  Hygiene 
Division  of  the  Bureau,  34,760  ante- 
mortem  examinations  were  made  and  119 
carcasses  of  cattle  intended  for  meat  con- 
sumption were  condemned.  Examination 
of  sanitary  conditions  were  made  of  650 
meat  establishments.  A  total  of  3,835,555 
pounds  of  meat  and  meat  products  were 
examined  and  23,673  pounds  condemned. 
Examination  was  also  made  of  1,711,852 
pounds  of  organs  of  which  100,704  pounds 
were  condemned. 

UNCERTAINTY  SEEN 
IN  PA.  POTATO  CROP 

CONDITION  of  the  potato  crop  in 
this  State  is  seen  to  be  very  irregular 
from  surveys  of  the  Federal-State  Crop 
Reporting  Service  issued  by  Secretary 
John  H.  Light.  Potatoes  attained  rank 
vine  growth  but  blight  on  the  late  crop 
is  widespread,  particularly  on  unsprayed 
fields  and  many  vines  are  dying.  Showers 
were  so  frequent  in  many  localities  that 
even  sprayed  fields  became  blighted  be- 
cause the  spray  was  frequently  washed 
off  the  vines  shortly  after  being  applied. 
Yields  will  be  cut  by  the  blight  but  it  is 
too  early  to  forecast  to  what  extent  since 
much  still  depends  upon  weather  condi- 
tions. Abundant  moisture  supplies  during 
July  were  beneficial  to  the  sizing  of  the 
tubers. 

Latest  indications  point  to  a  total  pro- 
duction of  20,066,000  bushels  or  an  aver- 
age yield  per  acre  of  127  bushels,  com- 
pared with  the  production  of  20,540,000 
bushels  last  year  and  and  average  acre 
yield  of  130  bushels.  The  158,000  acres 
planted  to  the  crop  is  the  same  as  the 
1941  acreage. 

Total  production  of  potatoes  in  the 
United  States  is  placed  at  378,175,000 
bushels,  which  is  six  percent  above  the 
production  of  last  year  and  about  two 
percent  above  the  previous  10-year  aver- 
age. 

EXPECT  RECORD  IN 
CANNING   TOMATOES 

WHAT  promises  to  be  the  heaviest 
tomato  canning  season  in  the  history 
of  that  industry  in  this  State  is  now  under 
way  in  the  heavier  producing  areas.  On 
the  basis  of  increased  acreage  alone 
planted  to  this  crop  which  is  estimated 
this  year  at  27,000  acres  compared  with 
20,600  acres  last  year  and  19,000  acres 
in  1940,  production  records  are  expected. 
The  season  is  said  to  have  been  favorable 
for  growth  in  most  sections,  although 
rainfall  has  been  excessive  and  yield  will 
be  largely  determined  by  weather  con- 
ditions during  the  ripening  period  when 
dry  weather  and  sunshine  are  essential. 

Secretary  Light  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  has  stated  that  licensed  in- 
spectors are  now  located  at  producing  sec- 
tions of  the  State  where  most  of  the 
tomatoes  used  for  canning  are  purchased 
by  the  canneries  and  sold  to  the  con- 
sumers on  the  basis  of  established  grades 
and  official  inspection. 

DECREASE  IN  CATTLE 
BEING  FED  FOR  MEAT 

THE  number  of  cattle  on  feed  for 
market  in  the  Corn  Belt  States  on 
August  1  this  year  was  sharply  lower 
than  the  record  number  on  feed  a  year 
earlier.  The  decrease  for  this  area  was 
estimated  at  19  percent. 
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MAINTAII 

LEVELS  ON 

IfV  soite  of  a  decline  in  layers,  which, 

however,  has  been  about  usual  during 

If,   and  production  per  layer  having  de- 

•■Vd  somewhat  sharper  than  last  July, 

■  V( 

5t 

a, 

Thl-  has  been  caused  by  the  greater  num- 
'  of  layers  in  flocks  compared  with  last 


,jrd  volume  of  egg  production  during 

s 

i; 

d 
lulv.  Pullets  on   August    1    available   as 


month  was  maintained  in  f  enn- 
Idvania,   surveys    of    the    Federal- State 
C 'op  Reporting  Service  released  by  Sec- 


|jj,j  past  '•-■^- ^.^    ^j    ^j^g    Federal-State 

„  ....,orting  Service  released  by  Sec- 

I  .jrv  of  Agriculture  John  H.  Light  show. 


kr 


nitential  layers  this  winter  probably  were 
jUt  14  percent  more  than  on  the  similar 


ij.f  last  year.    Preliminary  estimates  of 
number  of  chickens  raised  on  farms 
lis  State  during  1942  indicate  an  in- 
Itease  of  four  percent  compared  with  1941. 
lin  the  entire  country  the  increase  is  esti- 

irated  at  10  percent,  the  highest  gains 
Ling  made  in  the  West  North  Central 
Lid  South  Central  states.  The  number  of 
Liickens  raised  this  year  is  indicated  to 
L  (he  largest  on  record  because  of  the 

war  demands  for  dried  eggs   for  lease- 

iend  shipments.  _  ,       . 

The  number  of  layers  on  Pennsylvania 
Ijarms  on  August    1    are    shown    to    be 

'9000OO  compared   with    13,514,000  on 

Sv  i  and  11,783,000  on  August  1  last 
Ivear.  Egg  production  is  listed  at  191 
Lillion  on  August  1  compared  with  216 
Lillion  eggs  on  July  1  and   178  million 

ecgs  on  August  1  last  year.  The  average 
Lonthly  number  of  eggs  per  layer  is 
If'aced  at  14.8  on  August  1,  16  on  July  1 
Id  15.1  on  August  1  last  year. 

Hens  and  pullets  on  a  nation-wide  basis 
hi  14  percent  more  eggs  during  July  this 
Ittar  than  during  July  last  year  and  con- 
l;;nued  record-breaking   production   levels 

prevailing  this  year,  the  report  shows.  The 
ltd  egg  production  during  the  first  seven 
|:onths  of  this  year  was  the  largest  of 
Wird  for  this  period  and  16  percent 
li't'er  than  the  similar  period  last  year. 
I":-  rate  of  egg  production  per  layer 
jcring  July  set  a  new  high  record  for  the 
Isiith.  The  number  of  pullets  not  yet 
laying  age  on  August  1,  available  for 
I'i'er  addition  to  the  laying  flocks,  was 
I'l  wrcent  larger  than  a  year  ago. 

Commercial  egg  breaking  plants  pro- 
Itced  70  percent  more  liquid  eggs  in  June 
pn  a  year  earlier.  Approximately  35 
brcent  of  the  output  was  used  for  dry- 
la',  which  together  with  eggs  handled  by 

rxtly  egg  driers,  accounted  for  a  June 
IM  egg  production  of  22  million  pounds, 
rhich  was  seven  times  greater  than  that 
|:;]une,  1941.  Government  buying  is  ab- 
orting the  bulk  of  this  production. 

SET  APPLE  CROP  AT 
10  MILLION  BUSHELS 

[APPROXIMATELY  one  bushel  of 
il  apples  for  each  man,  woman  and 
J":i'l  in  Pennsylvania  are  approaching 
'«'vtst  in  this  State,  the  1942  crop  being 
t^timatcd  by  the  Federal -State  Crop  Re- 
[•mng  Service  at  10,159,000  bushels, 
wetary  of  Agriculture  John  H.  Light 
'^  announced,  which  places  the  crop  con- 
rably  above  that  of  last  year,  when 
I*  production  was  placed  at  8.643.000 
'-'Ms  and  in  excess  of  the  previous  five- 

l^ar  average    production     of     9,090,000 

|L'j«nels. 

I^Iany  of  these  apples  will  enter  the 
fj  fruit  markets,  either  at  the  time 
;  harvest  or  later  in  the  year,  being 
pi  into  storage  from  the  orchards, 
k'frs  will  be  utilized  in  the  vast  canning 
h^^nes  of  this  State  and  some  of  the 
.;;^P  will  be  used  by  the  farm  families 
'  i*^me  consumption. 

L;  ^^^^  l^rought  on  rapid  sizing  and 
hllT  '■^P'^''^^^  t«  be  unusually  large 
..,'  ^  time  of  season  and  are  also  gener- 
•U?"r  °^  disease.  Few  apples  have 
nPed  from  the   trees.    The   Delicious 

|\  R  '^  D^^  ^"*  °^  '■^ther  light  set. 
l-'i  ,        Beauty   made   extra    growth 

/some  Jonathan  were  blighted.  In 
j^^ams-Franklin-York  area  the  crop 
.  ^ens,2,ng  nicely.  The  fruit  is  clean 
I..;  Pnis  damage  is  reported  to  be  ap- 
I,  '"  .'^"le  orchards.  The  red  apple 
fC  T  '■^P"''tefi  'n  orchards  of 
htherin"i  ^'"^^"""e  counties.  Dry 
m  tile  western  counties  has  pre- 

:^  f^m  sizing. 

I  fdin  ♦!!     ^''^P  b^^   ''^e"   greatly   re- 
PMit  u   ""'■theastern  area  where  late 
"'t  the  blossoms. 


BIG    GAIN    INDICATED 
IN  BEAN  PRODUCTION 

IN  spite  of  the  wet  weather  which  has 
had  an  adverse  effect,  latest  indications 
show  that  Pennsylvania  vegetable  growers 
have  left  snap  bean  production  figures  of 
previous  years  far  in  the  rear,  preliminary 
estimates  placing  this  year's  crop  at 
608,000  bushels  compared  with  378,000 
bushels  last  year  and  the  previous  10-year 
average  of  384,000  bushels,  according  to 
the  Federal-State  Crop  Reporting  Survey 
issued  by  Secretary  John  H.  Light  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

Since  the  number  of  acres  planted  to 
the  crop  this  year  shows  an  increase  of 
only  50  acres  above  last  year's  acreage, 
the  far  heavier  production  is  practically 
entirely  accounted  for  by  the  greater 
yield  per  acre,  which  this  year  is  placed 
at  190  bushels  from  the  3,200  acres 
planted.  Last  year  the  yield  was  120 
bushels  per  acre  which  was  exceedingly 
low  because  of  the  excessive  dry  weather. 
The  previous  10-year  average  showed  158 
bushels  per  acre  from  2,460  acres. 

Marketing  of  the  late  crop  is  expected 
to  be  heavy  during  the  early  part  of 
September. 

TIMOTHY  SEED  CROP 
DOUBLE  1941  OUTPUT 

TIMOTHY  seed  production  this  year 
:  in  Pennsylvania  is  estimated  about 
double  the  1941  production,  according  to 
the  Federal-State  Crop  Reporting  survey 
issued  by  Secretary  John  H.  Light  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture.  A  total  of 
7,600  acres  were  harvested  this  year  com- 
pared with  only  4,500  acres  last  year. 
The  indicated  average  yield  of  this  year's 
crop  of  2.95  bushels  per  acre  is  slightly 
higher  than  the  yield  of  2.65  bushels  per 
acre  obtained  last  year  and  production  on 
a  thresher-run  basis  is  estimated  at  22,000 
bushels  this  year  and  11,900  bushels  last 
year.  Loss  in  cleaning  is  estimated  at  12 
percent.  Approximately  half  of  the  crop 
will  be  sold  to  dealers,  32  percent  to 
farmers  and  the  remainder  will  be  used 
on  the  farms  where  it  was  grown. 

Production  of  timothy  seed  on  a 
country- wide  basis,  estimated  at  1,612,000 
bushels,  is  the  largest  in  five  years,  but 
is  seven  percent  below  the  1930-39  aver- 
age. The  28  percent  increase  over  last 
year's  production  is  attributed  in  part  to 
18  percent  more  acres  and  eight  percent 
increase  in  yield  per  acre.  The  largest 
percentage  increases  in  production  are 
expected  in  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Wiscon- 
sin, Iowa,  Missouri,  Minnesota  and 
Indiana.  Principal  reasons  given  for  in- 
crease in  average  over  last  year  are  ample 
supplies  of  hay,  excellent  condition  of 
pastures,  listed  on  a  country-wide  basis 
as  being  the  best  in  22  years,  rains  in 
several  states  at  the  time  the  timothy 
hay  crop  was  to  be  cut  and  prospective 
good  yields  of  timothy  seed. 

Carry-over  of  clean  seed  on  farms  is 
estimated  at  approximately  75,000  bushels 
this  year  and  88,000  bushels  in  1941.  Sup- 
plies, which  is  production  combined  with 
farm  and  dealer  carry-overs,  of  clean 
seed  at  this  time,  totaling  approximately 
1,818,000  bushels,  are  about  14  percent 
larger  than  last  year  and  three  percent 
above  the  1940  supplies.  The  larger 
stocks  reflect  a  decline  in  sales  of  most 
seeds  during  the  spring  and  early  summer 
of  this  year  and  the  larger  production  of 
certain  seeds  last  year  than  in  1940.  Seed 
stocks  showing  increases  over  last  year 
were  red  clover  60  percent,  sweet  clover 
10  percent,  Ladino  clover  542  percent, 
rye  grass  four  percent  and  crested  wheat 
grass  89  percent.  Stocks  which  were 
smaller  are  timothy  23  percent,  alfalfa 
nine  percent,  hairy  vetch  seven  percent 
and  bent  grass  six  percent. 

INCREASE    EXPECTED 
IN    CABBAGE    YIELD 

THE  Pennsylvania  cabbage  crop  is  in- 
dicated to  be  55,800  tons  compared 
with  50,200  tons  last  year  and  the  previous 
10-year  average  of  40,200  tons,  by  the 
surveys  of  the  Federal-State  Crop  Re- 
porting Service,  issued  by  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  John  H.  Light.  Production 
of  cabbage  in  the  first  section  of  the  late 
states  is  expected  to  approximate  408,200 
tons,  which  is  11  percent  greater  than  the 
1931-40  average.  The  decrease  from  1941 
is  caused  by  a  smaller  acreage,  since  the 
average  yield  is  expected  to  equal  that 
of  last  year.  The  yield  is  placed  at  8.8 
tons,  compared  with  the  1931-40  average 
of  7.9  tons. 


RECORD  LEVELS  ARE 
BEING  MAINTAINED 
IN  MILK  PRODUCTION 

MILK  continues  the  exceedingly  heavy 
flow  established  by  Pennsylvania 
farmers  to  help  supply  the  great  war  de- 
mands, milk  production  per  cow  reported 
having  averaged  18.4  pounds  on  August 
1,  which  is  about  equal  to  the  previous 
high  record  for  that  date  established  last 
year,  according  to  the  Federal- State  Crop 
Reporting  Service  survey  issued  by  Secre- 
tary John  H.  Light  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture.  Contributing  to  the  heavy 
rnilk  flow  has  been  the  excellent  con- 
dition of  pastures  which  at  the  beginning 
of  the  month  was  the  best  August  1  aver- 
age in  15  years.  This  has  been  caused 
by  the  great  amount  of  rain,  which  in  this 
instance  proved  of  much  value  while  at 
the  same  time  bringing  difficulties  in  the 
harvesting  of  grains  and  hay,  resulting  in 
losses  in  some  crops. 

Grain  feeding  was  reported  heavy  in 
spite  of  the  good  pasture  feed  yields. 
Value  of  grain  rations  fed  dairy  cows 
averaged  $2.18  per  hundredweight  in  the 
August  special  dairy  survey,  Secretary 
Light  announced,  which  was  the  same  as 
the  May  figure  and  is  said  to  be  further 
indication  of  the  tendency  of  feed  prices 
to  level  off  in  recent  months.  Compared 
with  a  year  ago,  however,  the  cost  of 
dairy  ration  is  33  cents  more  per  hundred- 
weight, an  increase  of  17  percent.  The 
increase  in  the  price  of  milk  received  by 
farmers  over  that  period  is  reported  to  be 
19  percent. 

Although  prospects  are  generally  favor- 
able for  1942  feed  grain  crops,  the  ex- 
pected increase  in  livestock  numbers  and 
smaller  carry-over  of  feed  grains  at  the 
close  of  the  1941-42  marketing  year  may 
result  in  a  supply  of  feed  grains  per 
animal  unit  in  1942-43  to  be  about  10  per- 
cent smaller  than  a  year  earlier.  How- 
ever, the  total  hay  supply  is  expected  to 
be  higher  than  last  year  and  there  will 
likely  be  a  record  supply  of  oilseed  cake 
and  meal,  perhaps  30  percent  larger  than 
in  1941-42.  Prices  of  most  feeds  prob- 
ably will  average  higher  in  1942-43  than 
in  1941-42.  Prices  of  wheat  mill- feeds 
may  continue  close  to  their  recently  estab- 
lished ceilings,  although  prices  of  oilseed 
meals,  particularly  soybean  meal,  may  re- 
main lower.  Although  dairy  product 
prices  are  expected  higher  this  year, 
dairy  product-feed  price  ratios  in  the 
third  quarter  of  1942  probably  will  be 
considerably  less  favorable  to  dairymen 
than  the  unusually  favorable  ratios  of  last 
summer. 

Total  milk  production  on  American 
farms  during  July  is  estimated  at  11.8 
billion  pounds — easily  a  record  for  that 
month  and  nearly  five  percent  more  than 
was  produced  in  July  last  year.  About 
three  and  one-half  percent  of  the  in- 
crease in  production  from  a  year  earlier 
was  due  to  an  increase  in  cow  numbers. 
Unusually  good  pastures,  generally  ample 
feed,  and  moderate  temperatures  also 
effected  a  slight  increase  in  milk  produc- 
tion per  cow  on  a  national  basis. 

MORE  TOBACCO  GROWN 
FROM     LESS     ACREAGE 

ALTHOUGH  the  Pennsylvania  tobacco 
acreage  was  reduced  this  year  to 
34,700  acres  from  35,400  acres  last  year, 
latest  surveys  of  the  Federal-State  Crop 
Reporting  Service,  issued  by  Secretary 
John  H.  Light  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  place  the  indicated  produc- 
tion at  2,614,000  pounds  above  the  1941 
crop.  The  1942  production  figure  is  given 
as  54,652,000  pounds.  The  indicated  yield 
per  acre  is  placed  at  1,575  pounds  com- 
pared with  1,470  pounds  last  year. 

Although  threatened  by  rust  the  latest 
reports  placed  the  crop  in  promising  con- 
dition, having  made  rapid  progress  and 
being  fully  two  weeks  ahead  of  last  year. 
Topping  was  begun  early  and  a  few  fields 
were  cut  in  advance  of  the  usual  season 
in  order  to  escape  rust  damage. 

The  Havana  seed  crop,  indicating  a  pro- 
duction of  480,000  pounds  from  300  acres, 
the  same  as  last  year  in  both  instances, 
has  made  good  growth  but  some  acreage 
has  been  injured  by  floods  and  heavy 
rains. 

Celery  Is  Promising 

Western  and  central  counties  have  fairly 
good  supplies  of  local  celery.  Yields  and 
quality  are  high.  Late  fields  are  growing 
well  although  some  are  blighting  due  to 
wet  weather.  In  the  Bucks-Philadelphia 
area  excellent  growth  has  been  made. 
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FARMER^/LOSS  Fl 
WEEDS  ANOTAijMfi^N 
EXCESS     OP^^^^^OCES 

iirrORDiNG    to    estimates    of     the 

li  Bureau   of    Plant    Industry    of    the 

Slartment  of  Agriculture,  annual  losses 

Pennsylvania   due   to    weeds    is    con- 

f'S''    Secretary    John    H.    Light 

I    A  "since  Pennsylvania  has  about  24 

lln  acres  in  tillable  land  it  is  readily 

Liated  that  weeds  are  a  source  of 

£2'  losses.    As  a  matter  of  fact 


m 


loss  to  the  farmer  can  be  placed  at 


.ioximately  $125  annually  which  is  be- 

2en  $40  and  ^50  m  excess  of  the  yearly 

r  bin  for   the   average    farm    in    this 

Ir   ♦   '* 

h  is  pointed  out  by  the  Bureau  of  Plant 

IWustry  that  the  control  of  such  noxious 

wrtds  as  Canada  and  sow  thistle,  dodder, 

"'  a  _  ._._MK.ai«  ^*^«^.»1wl^«  ^^««^^1^_ 


rse  nettle,  pepper  grass,  cockle,  quack- 
sses.  The  loss  results  from  the  increased 


I   55  garlic,  wild  mustard   and   yellow 
liox  tail  will   do    much    to    reduce    the 


llabor  in  keeping  weeds  cut,  in  the  prepa- 

Jration  of  the  soil ;  in  cultivating  the  crops, 

ndin  preparing  the  finished  product  for 

WVeds  decrease  the  yields  by  using  the 

oisture  and  food  material  needed  by  the 

[TOP  plants ;  crowding  out  of  crop  plants 

nd  harboring  insects  and  diseases  which 

liestroy  the  plants.   Garlic,  thistle,  quack- 

rrass,  wild  carrot  and  many  other  weeds 

teduce  the  proper  drying  of   the  grain, 

,„  in  turn  this  reduces  the  quality. 

All  noxious  weeds  fall  in  one  of  three 

Jclasses,  annuals,  biennials,  or  perennials, 

Annuals  live  only  one  year  and  produce 

owers  and  seeds  the  same  season.    The 

ntire  plant  including  the  root  then  dies. 

Ill  usually  begins  growtti  in  the  fall  and 

\\  the  time  winter  comes  a  small  plant 

as  developed.    In  the  spring  the   plant 

(ontinues  growth  and  produces  flowers  and 

Kcds  during  the  summer.    Some  of  the 

post  noxious    annual    weeds    are    crab 

[rass,  pepper  grass,  wild  mustard,  dodder 

jind  ragweed. 

The  biennials  are  the  plants  that  live 

jior  two  years,   starting   growth    in    the 

ipring  from  the  seed  and  producing  leaves 

bplv.  for  the  first  season,  storing  up  lots 

pi  food  in  the   roots,   which   live   over 

Hinter.  The  following  spring  they  start 

[rowth  and  produce  plants  which  in  time 

lorm  flowers  and  seeds.    After  this  the 

pts  die  like  the  annuals.    Wild  carrot, 

urdock  and  bull  thistle  are  some  of  the 

ost  common  ones. 

Perennials  are  those  that  live  from  year 

)  year,  the  old  stalks  usually  dying  down 

'  the  ground  in  the  fall  and  the  f ollow- 

k  spring  produce  new  stalks.    Examples 

|t  this  class  are  quackgrass,  garlic,  dock, 

find  weeds,  chicory,  horse  nettle. 

In  order  to  prevent   annuals   and   bi- 

tols  from  reproducing  it  is  necessary 

^prevent  the  plants  from  producing  seeds 

Ireseeding.  Allowing  the  weed  to  pro- 

te  seed  and  sowing  unclean  grain  are 

ft  two  chief  means  by  which  the  seed  is 

produced  into  the  soil.    In  some  crops 

"  as  corn  and  potatoes  cultivation  will 

f P  <^own   the    major    portion    of    the 

pMs,  The  mowing  of  fence  rows  should 

Jone  before  the  plants  have  produced 

P  J"  ^'^^  ^'■^'"  fields  it  pays  to  pull 

hand  such  weeds  as  wild  carrot,  pepper 

if '  ^°ckle,  quackgrass  and  garlic. 

I  •'^  aifterent  method   of   eradication    is 

'  for  Canada  thistle.   The  root  system 

stored  up  a  tremendous  amount  of 

m  through  the  leaves.    Cutting  off  the 

L •  r?^^^  leaves  at  regular  intervals 

P'^fnts  this  food  from  being  stored  up 

'le  root  system  and  each  time  this  is 

j„.,7.''oot   system    becomes    weaker 

J  ^111  finally  die  of  starvation.    When 

1  2^  Patches  of  these  weeds  appear 

^f. Should  be  dug   up.     Chemicals    for 

r    control  have  been  used   for  years 

l"  '^7  satisfactory    results.     Sodium 

J  hr.  J^  P^''^^Ps  the  most  widely  used. 

re  I'^'n'^i"^  200  to  300  pounds   per 

lllon    7     P^"""^^  's  used  to  each  100 

^Z^  V!^'-   ^he"  "sed  at  this  rate 

^  ^"^ical  kills  all  plants  with  which  it 

P^  that 


\l  contact,  and  a  crop  cannot  be 


season.    Chlorates  should  be 

'  nei 

''•^i  methods 


>'ion'l!iu^;^  ^°^"  to  grain,   for  culti- 


;0p, 


is  are  not  practical  for  such 


itataKl.^e  weeds   produce   seeds   in 

L  J,™"ee  and  retain  their  vitality 

i^shav  .  ^""^e  such  as  the  mus- 

tht  li^'7"''"^ted  after  being  buried 

aeai      ,      "^^"y   years.     Mustards 

«ate  only   by   seeds.     Such    plants 


ARE  NOW  HARVESTING 
BUMPER    APPLE    CROP 

HARVESTING  of  Pennsylvania's 
bumper  apple  crop,  which  accord- 
ing to  the  latest  surveys  indicated  a  pro- 
duction of  10,159,000  bushels,  which  is 
more  than  one  and  one-half  million 
bushels  in  excess  of  the  1941  yield,  has 
begun  in  the  famous  commercial  areas 
of  this  State,  which  are  in  the  Franklin 
and  Lehigh-Berks  county  sections,  accord- 
ing to  Secretary  John  H.  Light  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

Harvesting  of  the  earlier  varieties  of 
the  late  or  principal  crop  produced  in  this 
State  got  under  way  to  some  extent  dur- 
ing the  last  week  in  August.  Those 
varieties  are  the  Summer  Rambo,  North- 
west Greening,  Smokehouse,  Mcintosh 
and  Maiden  Blush.  The  middle  season 
varieties  are  the  Cortland,  Grimes  Golden 
and  the  Jonathan  which  start  flowing  to 
market  about  two  weeks  after  the  earlier 
varieties.  They  are  followed  by  the  late 
fall  varieties  which  are  the  Stayman,  De- 
licious, Winesap,  Rome  Beauty,  Golden 
Delicious  and  Yorks,  the  latter  being  used 
almost  exclusively  for  processing,  because 
of  its  unusual  excellence  for  that  purpose. 

WEATHER  CAUSES  BIG 
CUT  IN  TOMATO  CROP 

FOLLOWING  heavy  rains  which  oc- 
curred during  the  first  three  weeks  in 
August  and  which  delayed  normal  har- 
vesting of  tomatoes,  Pennsylvania  farmers 
are  now  hauling  large  quantities  of  that 
product  to  the  numerous  canneries  in  this 
State.  The  acreage  was  increased  this 
year  to  28,000  acres,  the  largest  on  record, 
from  20,000  last  year,  but  growers  are 
fearful  that  the  crop  will  not  reach  ex- 
pectations because  of  the  heavy  storms 
and  rainfall.  However,  a  favorable  late 
summer  and  fall  season  might  still  result 
in  slightly  better  than  average  yields, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  John  H.  Light 
has  stated,  judging  from  the  general  im- 
provement which  immediately  accompanied 
more  settled  weather  conditions. 

Last  year  the  average  yield  for  the 
State  was  7.2  tons  per  acre.  Earlier  this 
season  it  was  expected,  judging  from  the 
outlook  at  that  time,  that  the  1941  yield 
might  be  exceeded  but  according  to  latest 
surveys  of  agriculture  department  in- 
spectors, it  is  possible  that  the  average 
will  be  cut  down  to  from  four  and  one- 
half  to  six  tons  per  acre. 

The  quality  of  the  first  pickings  of  the 
crop  was  hurt  by  the  abundant  rainfalls 
but  it  is  reported  to  be  rapidly  improving 
as  the  season  advances  and  as  sunshine 
becomes  more  prevalent. 

DUTCH  ELM  DISEASE 
IS    HELD    IN    CHECK 

EFFECTIVENESS  of  the  program 
to  prevent  and  suppress  Dutch  elm 
disease  in  this  State  is  indicated  in  the 
report  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  ac- 
cording to  Secretary  John  H.  Light  in 
which  it  is  shown  that  the  disease  has 
not  been  found  in  any  new  areas  during 
the  year  which  ended  July  31  and  that 
the  cases  found  in  the  affected  sections 
have  not  increased  above  those  of  the 
previous  year.  The  work  of  destruction 
of  trees  previously  confirmed  as  being 
diseased,  however,  was  greatly  intensified 
during  the  past  year.  The  work  of 
destruction  of  dead  and  dying  trees  in 
addition  to  those  confirmed  as  being  dis- 
eased was  also  greatly  intensified  dur- 
ing the  year,  that  number  being  21,235 
compared  with  10,356  destroyed  during 
the  year  ending  July  31,  1941.  The 
number  of  trees  found  to  be  diseased 
was  292  compared  with  293  the  previous 
year.  In  the  control  part  of  the  pro- 
gram a  total  of  2,738  trees  were  pruned 
during  the  year. 

The  report  shows  that  up  to  the  time 
of  the  last  report  since  the  program 
has  been  in  operation  a  total  of  102,447 
diseased,  dead  and  dying  trees  have  been 
destroyed  and  58,524  trees  have  been 
pruned. 

should  be  destroyed  at  blooming  time, 
when  they  are  much  more  easily  located. 
Mustards  are  found  very  frequently  in 
oats,  and  many  farmers  do  not  like  to 
pay  the  extra  price  per  bushel  for  certi- 
fied grain,  but  go  on  year  after  year 
planting  their  own  seed  or  that  of  their 
neighbors,  which  results  in  a  gradual 
increase  in  the  amount  of  such  weeds  as 


TURKEY  PRODUCTION 
IN  PENNA.  REACHES 
ALL-TIME  HIGH  MARK 

IN  line  with  other  agricultural  products 
under  war-time  stimulus,  turkey  pro- 
duction in  Pennsylvania  is  hitting  a  new 
high  mark,  continuing  the  increased  trend 
which  has  been  taking  place  over  the  past 
several  years,  according  to  surveys  of  the 
Federal- State  Crop  Reporting  Service  is- 
sued by  Secretary  of  Agriculture  John  H. 
Light.  Latest  indications  place  the  num- 
ber of  turkeys  raised  this  year  in  this 
State  at  1,020,000  which  is  an  increase 
of  10  percent  over  the  927,000  raised 
last  year  which  was  the  record  up  to 
that  time.  The  number  raised  in  1940 
was  828,000;  in  1939,  753,000  and  the 
previous  10-year  average  is  593,000. 
This  year's  indication  number  places 
Pennsylvania  14th  among  all  the  states 
of  the  country  in  turkey  raising. 

For  the  country  at  large  the  number 
of  turkeys  raised  is  expected  to  be  in- 
creased one  percent  over  last  year.  Pro- 
ducers' intentions  last  February  indi- 
cated an  eight  percent  increase  in  the 
turkey  crop  this  year.  However,  cold, 
wet  weather  and  floods  during  the  spring 
months,  particularly  in  the  mid-west, 
resulted  in  low  fertility  and  unusually 
heavy  death  losses  of  poults  from  black- 
head and  exposure.  Difficulty  in  ob- 
taining labor,  the  high  cost  of  feed  and 
lack  of  brooding  space  reduced  poult 
purchases  and  caused  some  producers  to 
go  out  of  the  turkey  business,  the  report 
shows. 

Turkey  marketings  this  year  in  the 
country  as  a  whole  are  expected  to  be 
earlier  than  in  1941,  with  54.4  percent 
of  the  crop  intended  to  move  in  No- 
vember or  earlier,  compared  with  48.3 
percent  last  year.  Christmas  and  New 
Year's  markets  are  expected  to  receive 
35.3  percent  of  the  crop  compared  with 
38.9  percent  last  year. 

Marketing  intentions  for  Pennsylvania 
show  an  average  of  41  percent  by  No- 
vember, 44  percent  in  December  and  15 
percent  in  1943.  These  proportions,  if 
actually  realized  would  indicate  that 
Pennsylvania  growers  are  tending  to 
shift  their  marketings  to  later  months 
and  to  the  Christmas  and  New  Year's 
markets.  Actual  marketings,  however, 
usually  vary  somewhat  from  intended 
marketings  due  to  changes  in  later  de- 
velopments. 

GROWERS  EXPERIENCE 
GOOD  PEACH  SEASON 

THE  commercial  peach  harvest  which 
was  practically  ended  the  last  week 
in  August  in  the  south  central  counties, 
was  about  10  days  ahead  of  normal,  ac- 
cording to  reports  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture.  In  the  Berks-Lehigh  area 
the  harvesting  continued  in  full  stride 
several  days  later,  that  crop  being  some- 
what later  than  in  the  Franklin  County 
section.  In  all  the  areas,  however,  peaches 
for  local  markets  which  are  left  to  be- 
come more  fully  ripened  are  still  being 
harvested. 

In  spite  of  reduced  crops  as  a  result 
of  unfavorable  weather  conditions  and  in 
some  instances  a  shortage  of  pickers,  the 
commercial  growers  all  report  a  most 
satisfactory  season,  according  to  Secretary 
John  H.  Light.  The  demand  for  peaches 
has  been  abnormally  heavy  throughout  the 
season  and  prices  have  been  exceptionally 
good.  In  practically  every  case  the  de- 
mand far  exceeded  the  supply,  there  being 
a  ready  market  for  all  grades  of  the 
fruit.  The  quality  generally  is  reported 
to  have  been  good  and  the  peaches  of  good 
size. 

The  last  general  survey  previous  to 
harvesting  indicated  that  the  crop  this 
year  would  be  1,822,000  bushels  or  just 
slightly  below  the  production  of  1941,  but 
it  is  now  believed  that  weather  condi- 
tions caused  a  considerable  cut  in  the 
yield. 

mustards,  horse  nettle,  Canada  thistle  and 
quackgrass. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  is  en- 
deavoring to  make  it  possible  for  the 
farmers  to  secure  the  best  seed  possible, 
and  more  and  more  farmers  are  taking 
advantage  of  this  service.  By  writing  to 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  they  can 
secure  a  list  of  the  certified  grains  in 
Pennsylvania  and  a  copy  of  the  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  Certification  of  Grain 
in  this  State. 
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I^L  M^OWER  most'  test  44,969  CATTLE  WHEAT  PRODUCTION 

llFFECTEk^Y  BUQ^  FOR  BANG'S  DISEASE  HITS  5th  LOW  POINT 

Ion  pa.   POT«5©il^K>P  A  TOTAL  of  44.969  cattle  from  3,690  FLY     IS     BIG     FACTOR 

1^  T"*^       .  ,.  xm.   herds  were  tested  during  the  month  -r^r^ r^r^T, r^r^^ r^ 

IiirVEYS  being  made   by   speciahsts  of     August    under     supervision    of     the  LfRODUCTION  of  wheat  in  Pennsyl- 

IH  i  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  of  Bureau  of   Animal   Industry  of   the   De-  -■■    ^ania  this  year  will  drop  to  the  lowest 

r  Department    of    Agriculture    of    the  partment    of    Agriculture,    according    to  figure  since  1934  according  to  latest  indi- 

I'  ,  upon  the  potato  crop  in  this  State  reports  to  Secretary  John  H.  Light.    Of  cations   recorded    by   the   Department   of 

■  7  \viclcspread  infestation  of  blight,  that  number  1,321  cattle  in  535  herds  Agriculture,  Secretary  John  H.  Liglit  has 
t'.te  that  the  greatest  losses  will  be  were  found  to  be  affected  by  the  disease,  announced.  These  indications  place  the 
If  red  by  the  small  grower,  according  placing  the  herd  infection  at  14.4  percent  expected  total  yield  at  15,466,000  bushels 
I  Icretarv  John  H.  Light.  The  great  and  the  cattle  infection  at  2.9  percent.  ^^}c\\  compares  with  the  production  of 
I  -alence  this  year  of  the  disease  has  State  indemnities  paid  during  the  month  16,712,000  bushels  last  year  and  the 
I^Tcaused  In-  the  extremely  wet  weather  totaled  $26,702  and  Federal  indemnities  previous  10-year  average  of  19,229,000 
l^ltions    The  infection   is   greatest   in  paid    during    that    period    amounted    to  bushels. 

I'    rea  of  higher  elevations  where  the  $32,150.  Contributing    to    the    lower    production 

I  develops  later  in  the  season.    In  the  The     latest     report.     Secretary     Light  ^^'^    year    was    the    reduction    in    wheat 

r  r  elevation  sections  the  tubers  were  stated,  shows  that  there  are  in  the  State  acreage    to    814,000    acres    from    857,000 

r"adv  well  developed  before  the  blight  6,492     herds     comprising     135,844     cattle  ^^res  last  year  and  the  previous  10-year 

likand  is  therefore  expected  to  cause  certified    as    being    free    of    the    disease,  average    of    971,000   acres.     Latest    indi- 

i"  damage.  certification  being  procured  after  the  herd  ?^Vo"^   ^^^^^   ^^^  ^'^^^   ^^^  ^^''^   ^°''   *^^ 

iThe  smaller  grower  not  having  equip-  would   show  negative   on  two   successive  J^"*?  ^^op  at   19  bushels  compared  with 

l,,t  to  follow   a   consistent    course    of  tests  within  one  year;  3,497  herds  com-  ^^-^   bushels   last   year   and   the   previous 

r'aving  is  said   to   be   hard   hit   by   the  prising     70,438    cattle    showing    negative  ^^'^?^^  average  of  19.7  bushels. 

I  -ase  as  spraying  is  the  only  method  of  tests  but  not  qualified  to  be  certified,  and  ^he   cut   in   yield   has   been   caused   by 

I  Ttcractiiis  the  disease  which  develops  209    herds    comprising    4,702    cattle     in  unfavorable  weather  conditions  and  to  a 

Irlatlv   under    wet    weather    conditions.  which    infection    exists.     Those    cattle    in  greater    extent    by    widespread    and    dis- 

llthouph  blicht   is   found   in   most   areas  addition    to   the   63,902   herds    comprising  astrous    infestations   of    the    Hessian    fly, 

I  is  not  seriously  prevalent   in  all  com-  434.845  cattle  in  the  area  testing  program,  particularly  in  the  central  and  south  cen- 

Ircial  potato   growing    enterprises    be-  bring  a  total  of  74,109  herds  comprising  ^\^^  sections  of  the  State.    Some  fields  in 

loK  those  growers  have  sprayed  heavily.  645,845    cattle    under    the    supervision    of  that  area  showed  a  total  loss  as  a  result 

llhe  ditficultv  met  with  in  those  cases  was  the  Department  in  the  Bang  disease  con-  9  .      1*   infestation.    This   loss   was   suf- 

|"at  rains  would  wash  off   the    spraying  trol  program  ticiently    great    to    lower    the    production 

taterial  in  many  instances  soon  after  it  rADRillTD     DDTi^C     IMfMTV  {"^l^^^/^d     on     July     1     from     17,094  000 

Iddbe  applied.  fAKMER    PRICE    INDEX  bushels  to  the  low  figure  now  recorded. 

I  Reports  show  that  manv   potatoes   are  RTSFS       FIVF       POINT^s  ^"  *^^  ^^^^^  °^  *^^^  \^iesX  survey,  1942 

iMlland  some  fields  are  being  abandoned.  --«  r  1  v  i:.       I"  vyil"^  i  O  will  be  registered  as  the  fifth  lowest  pro- 

Ims  believed  that  there  may  be  an  effect  'X'HE    index    of    prices   paid    Pennsyl-  ducing  year  in  this  State  since   1866.    It 

l-Yin  the  certified  potato  seed  supply  next  i  vania    farmers    for   principal   agricul-  is  of   interest.   Secretary  Light   stated  to 

tear  since  diseased  fields  cannot  be  cer-  tural  products  increased  five  points  during  note  that  the  second  lowest  recorded  pro- 

liied  and  some   of   the    seed    fields    are  the  month   from  July   15   to   August   15,  duction  was  in  1932  when  the  total  yield 

Ivne  plowed  under.  according    to    surveys    of    the     Federal-  was  13,755,000  bushels  and  it  was  also  in 

lEarlier  survevs  indicated  that  the  crop  State  Crop   Reporting   Service  issued   by  that  year,  10  years  ago.  that  the  Hessian 

Is  year    would    amount    to    20,066.000  Secretary  John  H.  Light  of  the  Depart-  fly  and  weather  conditions  played  havoc 

tils  which   would   be   about   one-half  "lent   of    Agriculture.     The   index   of   all  with    the    crop,    causing    the    exceedingly 

tllion  hushels  below  the  1941  production,  ^arm    products,    figured    from    the    1910-  low  production.    The  fly  infestation,  then 

l:t  it  cannot  yet  be  estimated   to   what  1^14  base  of   100,  is  placed  at   165  com-  as  in  this  year,  leveled  its  greatest  ruin 

latent  the  blight   will   cut  those   indica-  pared   with    160  on  July   15   and    140  on  in  the  central  and  south  central  sections. 

Ims.     The    acreage     planted,     totaling  August    15    last    year.     Milk    and     eggs  The     other     low     years     were     1934, 

lioix)  acres,  is  the  same  as  last  year.  were     the    most     important    contributing  15.334.000  bushels  ;  1928.  14,384.000  bushels, 

I  factors    to   the   advance,    both    of    which  in  each  of  these  years  production  figures 

I         .r^.TnwT<iAv-.rkw  «^*v^  showed  greater  than  normal  increases  in  being     for     winter     wheat,     and     1866, 

I  FUNGUS   LEAF    BLIGHT  the  seasonal  upward  trend.   The  indicated  13.585.000  bushels  for  all  wheat.    Spring 

I  ATTACKS    CORN    CROP  ^^^^   V>r\ct    for    August    15   is   placed    at  wheat  production,  it  is  estimated,  did  not 

i/iiiMVxrwo    v./VfiVi'i    Vxivv-ri^  $2.90  per  hundredweight,  advancing  from  account     for    more    than    approximately 

THE    Pennsylvania    corn    crop,    par-  $2.75  a  month  earlier  and  from  $2.45  on  150.000  bushels. 

ticularlv  in  the  southeastern  area,  is  August     15    last     year.     Eggs    advanced 

fcnn  attacked  bv  a  fungus   leaf   blight,  from   .332  cents  a  month  earlier  to   .372  nFrRFA9F      INniPATFn 

I  ;s  revealed  by  surveys  made  by  special-  cents   on    August    15.     The   price   on   the  JCt      t  f?4-?i  r^i        i^«JLl',o 

I  •.  of  the  Bureau  of   Plant  Industry  of  comparable  date  in  1941  was  32  cents.  IIN      LL  I  I  UCE,       ONIONS 

It  Department  of  Agriculture.    The  dis-  The  index  for  grains  on  August  15  was  T^RODIICTTON    hplnw    tfiat    nf    H«t 

L  is  said  to  be  not  uncommon  in  this  IH.  the  same  as  a  month  earlier,  but  ad-  PveariV  expected  in  Zs  Sta  e  ^n  boYh 

lite,  but  is  more  widespread  this  season  vanced  from  103  a  year  previously;  fruits  ,-":,  ^^^\  '\  expected  in  this  btate  m  Doth 

I   t,  uui  13  1  R.ic  wmcspicdu  luib  scdsuii  j  „,„„       c  \  An  lettuce  and  onions,  but  a  large   increase 

■3  at  anv  time  in  the  past     It  is  onlv  l"^"-    snowing    a    decrease    from    149    on  .•  ,.  a  ..        ..  j       j     r 

I  H  ai  din   nine  lu  uiL  ydsi.    ii  is  uiuy  K.,t  o^ r^^A   ( 11-5  's    expected    in    tomatoes    produced    for 

fcrmg  years  of  excessive  moisture   that  Ju'v    15,   but  advanced    from    112  a  year  market   accordinir  to  renorts  to  Serretarv 

Ibecotnes  widely  prevalent.  previously;    meat    animals,    185.    an    in-  ^hn    H     Lie^^^^^^ 

I  A5  a    result    of    a    protracted    rainy  crease  of  three  points  during  the  month  A^r^cuhure     I  ettuce  nroductfon  h^  Penn 

hm  the  disease  developed  earlier  than  and  advanced  from  146  a  year  previously  ;  svlvTn"a "    estima  ed  to  be  53  000  weste  n 

l^lthis  year,  it  is  stated,  but  it  is  not  dairy   products,    184,   advanced    from    178  crates  of  four  to  six  dozJn^o^^^^^^^ 

|«  that  the   corn   crop   will   suffer  a  month  earlier  and  from  159  on  August  ^omplred    with    56000    crate      harvested 

l«dal  damage.     Under    more    normal  15  last  year,  and  chickens  and  eggs,  150  lasT  4ar  a^d  the  previous^^^^^^ 

Inditions  the  fungus  does  not  attack  the  advanced   from   137  a  month  earlier  and  ^^'^  of  45  0(J  crates 

I?  P  until  toward  the  end  of  the  growing  from  130  a  year  previously.  *'^,  .        '    ,         .  ;^-  ^^Hiirtinn    U    e«:ti 

l^^on  and  the  effect  of  the  attack  is  not  The  index  of  prices  which  farmers  pay  ^^^""^ .  ^^^^  56  000  sacks  of  ^00  pounds' 

hm.  for  the  things  they  need  is  placed  at  152.  ""^Jf*  *°  ^^  i^' -.^  cq  om       i     u  ^     ?^ 

I  Tu  c   .  ,    ,       ,.  ♦!,„  „ „*uc  rriicu^  each  compared  With  58,000  sacks  harvested 

I  The  first  symptoms  of  the  disease  are  the  same  as  the   figure   for  July   15.   but  ,        vear  and   the  nrevions   10  vear  aver 

l^a  straw  colored  blotches  on  the  leaves  advanced   from    133   a   year    earlier.    The  ^^'l  nf  57O0O  sacks     On  a  conntrv  wide' 

N  develop  as  the  fungus  continues  its  farmers'    purchasing    power   is   placed   at  f^^.^[  ."^t  on  14  percent  ereater7han 

Honumil  large  portions  of  the  leaf  109   compared    with    105    both    a    month  far  vear    a^d     18    pe^^^^^^^^^ 

I  a^e  becomes   blighted.    As   the   disease  earlier  and  on  August  15.  1941.  previous     10  vlr    average     is     h^^^^^^^ 

I  'tresses  the  plants  take  on  the  appear-  Following  are  the  prices  with  compari-  P;^^^'7j^^^  }^;J^^^^  of  15  t^rcent    n  acre 

reofhavinjr  been  frosted  sons  received  by  Pennsylvania  farmers:  l'^"'"  the  increase  ot   15  percent  in  acre- 

I  Up  ki;„w  iiusi«.u.  J  J  aj^p  Qygj.  ^j^at  of  last  vear. 

Itll  as  nn  fi  1?^""    on    sweet    corn    as  Au^.  15    July  15    Au.^  15  Estimates    place    the    tomato    crop    for 

I       on  on'n  Xn'.t'^d""^''^^''"^'  '?  Wheat Bu.        $'^97        $\'J5         ?.¥4  market  at  567,000  bushels  of   53  pounds 

trl  ZT  ?  P^"^"^i^d-.  Evdence  of  Com Bu.  .8.^  .9.^  .95  compared  with  528.000  bushels  harvested 

la^iurnrv        ?""'    1"""f    '^u*"    -^"^^  2^'^ S,^-  «  -^fi  W  'ast  vear  and  the  previous   10-year  aver- 

l^il    Si,V^";?  "^f  ^"""1  ^^  f  ^"'tf  Rye '" b"  :"  -76  -U  age  production  of  287,000  bushels.    Both 

IWlv  cn.nu  •         ^^^^^^  •       ,.     o    °  Buckwheat....  Bu.  .61  .81  .81  larger  acreages  and  expected  higher  yields 

I'  pas   ve.?.  n  '"^P^V^""  '"  *^'^  ?.*^^^  ^^^'T'" g"-  •"         \M         Y^.  account  for  the  indicated  increase  in  pro- 

I josi  \ears  no  control   measures   have  Apples Bu.  .90  1.20  i.05  ,i„rt;nn 

I^H  mvokrrl  aUK^.,„t,    .,1        •  i        „ii  Hay Ton  10.00  11.90  11.0  QUCtlon. 

Im  ref?,.!-  ^'V;""P,^  plowing  under  all  „4 Cwt.       ii.oo        i4.oo        i4.,?o 

l-M.  k      r    '"    "^e    fall    should    prove    of  Beef  Cattle.  .,  Cwt.  9.30  11.50  11.70  i^  A  DOr^T^      K  f^T%T^  K  f>T^     ¥0 

■  eat  benefit  since  that  practice  will  pre-  Veal  Calves.  ..Cwt.        11.40        14.10        14..50  CAKKU 1    ALKLACiL    IS 

l*t  S^''""'.  "•"  "}  "^'■-  '';;?"^  LaX;.-;.-.-;iw!:     9:™     ,i?S     il:SS         GREATLY  INCREASED 

l-m^l  "^'^^    seasons    crop.     With  Milk  Cows Head       88.00        109.00        11.3.00  __  ,  .,, 

I  "nai  weather  conditions  the   following  Horses Head    109.00      121.00      122.00  |F    only    average    yields    are    procured, 

i:;;"!  the  disease  should  not  be  of  any  ^V^'l'v ft""'    ^^^"^Si    ^•^^•??4    ^^^f-ycs  1  carrot  production  in  Pennsylvania  this 

I •^•"s  consequence.  Turke'vT.-.-.-.-.-.K:  .I^O         fA         i'sS  year     will     be     greatly     boosted     over 

I  Milk,  retail Qt.  .117         .1.^0         .1.^0  previous    years,    according   to    reports   to 

■  Plr     r-AiT-    ^^^^^    ^^  S"""; Vb  'II  -11  -12  Secretarv  John  H.  Light  of  the  Depart- 

luiT.'   ^^^^    CROPS    TO  woor      .•.-.•.•.Lb  :ll  i'  AS  nient   of    Agriculture.     Preliminary   esti- 

I  ^*T    Highest     MARIC  mates   indicate  that  700  acres  have  been 

lr\.,  1T1/\I\1V  Expect  Larger  Acreages  planted  to  the  crop  which   is   13  percent 

1(1 -^  a  national  basis  farmers  have  re-  Food    crop    acreages    throughout    the  more   than   the   620  acres  harvested  last 

I  'iz'^^'^t''*^^'  ^  record   spring   pig   crop  country   are   expected   to   be    larger   this  year.    The   previous    10-year   average    is 

|.,|_  million  head,  and  plan  a  43  million  year    than    last,    notably    vegetables    for  460  acres. 

f';^'^P    The  calf  crop,  estimated  at  32  both  fresh  market  and  processing.    Little  Indications    point    to   a   12   percent    in- 

I  ■  1.  also  sets  a  record.    Slaughter  of  information   is   available   as   to   "Victory  crea.se  over  1941   of  the  acreage  planted 

I      and  calves   has   been   considerably  Garden"      production,      but     government  in  the  late  states,  which  besides  Pcnnsyl- 

fc|       ^^^^  ^^^^  year  than  last.    Total  specialists  believe  that  this  production  will  vania    include    Colorado,    Idaho,    Illinois, 

Iv  /"PPly   should    be    the    largest    on  have  little  adverse  effect  upon  the  com-  Indiana,  Michigan,  Minnesota.  New  York, 

I   °'  mercial  demand  for  fresh  vegetables.  Ohio,    Oregon,    Utah    and    Washington. 
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^PRINCI|UtS 
gcRAM^F^OWfROL 

iuE  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  has 

Led  a  set  of  principles  which  are 

1  in  the  control  of   Bang  disease 

I   nir  cattle  with  the  plea  that  they  be 

K  followed  to  aid   in  the  advance- 

of  the  program  being  promoted  for 


COMPILI 


^ 


,    „„t  i,i  the  control  of   Bang  disease 

L  mntrol  oithat  disease  and  the  re- 
fan  of  the  great  losses  it  causes  to 
r  jgiry  farmer. 
■'The  compilation  follows : 

r1  disease  free  herds  are  properly 
Ite  goal  of  all  our  efforts     These  may 

Ik 
Sin  all  ""cases  and  are  the  basis  for 


IV  obtained  directly  through  the  practice 
Khindamental  principles  contained  in  the 
*  'inal  Pennsylvania  Plan  which  are  in- 


,u  Federal-State    Cooperative    Plan    of 

ane  disease    elimination    and    control. 

he  success  in  obtaining    a   clean   herd 

Lends  directly  and  is  in  proportion  to 

le  facilities    and    thoroughness    in    the 

ractical  application  of  those  principles. 

Calfhood  vaccination  has   been   recog- 

ized  and  recommended   by    the   United 

;tates  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  Ameri- 

Veterinary  Medical  Association  and 

the  United    States    Livestock    Sanitary 

?5ociation  as  an  adjunct  or  aid  to  other 

lethods  of  controlling  Bang  disease  in- 

liection  in  this  country.    It,  however,  has 

fcl  too  frequently   been   employed    as    a 

Ustitute  for  other  control  methods.    In 

Uing  with  our  present  knowledge  calf- 

tiod  vaccination  should  be  considered  as 

.means  to  an  end,  and  should  be  used 

inly  to  assist  other  approved  methods  of 

introl. 

Thirty-nine  states  including  Pennsyl- 
mia  have  adopted  methods  of  calfhood 
iccination,  centered  around  the  follow- 
ig  three  methods : 

(a)  Test  and  immediate  elimination  of 
isitive  reactors  with  indemnities. 

(b)  Test  and  immediate  elimination  of 
isitive  reactors  with  calfhood  vaccina- 

bn  and  indemnities. 

c)  Test  and  gradual  elimination  of 
ositive  reactors  with  calfhood  vaccina- 
lon  and  without  indemnities.    (Plan  not 

rmitted  in  Modified  Accredited  Areas.) 

Repeated  blood  tests  and  elimination  of 
reactors  may  never  result  in  the  elimi- 
ption  of  the  disease  unless  supplemented 
V  proper  herd  management  and  sanita- 
tion. The  cardinal  principle  in  connec- 
tion with  herd  management  is  the  sup- 
iprtssion  of  exposure  to  infection,  and  this 
irinciple  is  suggested  as  essential  in  all 

ifthods  of  control. 

Essential  Principles 
|A.  Blood  Test — Federal-State  supervision 

1.  Elimination    of     reactors — properly 
isolated  until  disposed  of. 
|B.  H^rrf  Management — (Suppression    of 

exposure  to  infection) 

1.  Maternity  stalls  or  barn — properly 
separated  from  remainder  of  herd. 

2.  Isolation  facilities  for  cows  at  the 
calving  period  and  for  those  not 
negative  to  test, 

3.  Cows  should  remain  in  isolation 
after  calving  until  negative  to  blood 
test  not  within  two  to  three  weeks 
of  calving. 

4.  Additions  to  herd  should  originate 
in  Bang  Disease  Free  Accredited 
Herds  or  negative  herds  under  Fed- 
eral-State supervision. 

5.  Calves  suckling  reactor  cows  should 
not  be  placed  with  susceptible  cattle 
for  at  least  one  month  following 
separation. 

"  Guard  against  infection  gaining  en- 
trance  to  your  herd. 

'•  Close,  daily  observation  of  each  ani- 
mal. 

1^  Sanitation  and  Disinfection 
1  Keep  stable  and  yard  clean. 
*•  Completely  and  properly  dispose  of 
all  infectious  sources  and  materials. 
Disinfect  premises  frequently  and 
thoroughly,  especially  isolation 
quarters. 

Prevent    cows     having     access     to 
manure  yards  where  infection  might 
.  be  present. 

^  Avoid  contamination  of  feed  and 
water. 

Farm  Population 

ir^j-  ^^^^  population  of  Pennsylvania, 

r?"^  to  the  latest  census,  is  912,232. 

■  •  ;,Vr?P^L^s  with  a  population  in  1930 

le 


'  07' Ao     —  "till   a   yvjyuia\.i\jii    iii    x:r<j\ 

:^^/5,()82.  Of  this  total,  846,240  peopk 
'■  ,^'^  farms  in  the  rural  areas  and 
:;'♦  people  live  on  farms  in  the  urban 


'■!>ons. 


PENNA.  IS  LEADER  IN 
GROWING  OF  PLANTS 

IN  addition  to  the  high  position  held 
by  Pennsylvania  in  various  divisions 
of  agriculture  and  fruit  and  vegetable 
growing,  this  State  is  also  classed  among 
the  leaders  in  the  horticultural  industry 
and  in  the  production  of  vegetable  and 
flower  plants,  it  is  pointed  out  by  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  In  reviewing  the 
extent  of  these  operations  Secretary  John 
H.  Light  stated  that  Pennsylvania  ranks 
first  or  a  close  second  among  the  states 
in  the  production  of  vegetables  and 
flowers  in  green  houses,  annual  sales  of 
these  products  exceeding  12  million  dol- 
lars. 

Another  branch  of  the  horticultural  in- 
dustry which  has  reached  a  high  rank  in 
this  State  is  that  of  ornamental  and 
flowering  plants.  Southeastern  Pennsyl- 
vania, it  is  pointed  out,  has  for  a  long 
time  been  recognized  as  one  of  America's 
chief  horticulture  centers.  But  nurseries 
and  greenhouses  engaged  in  this  enter- 
prise are  scattered  throughout  the  State 
and  represent  an  investment  of  at  least 
10  million  dollars  and  do  an  annual  busi- 
ness of  approximately  five  million  dollars. 
The  nursery  business  alone  comprises 
about  1,200  establishments  with  9,000 
acres  devoted  to  the  production  of  orna- 
mental and  fruit  stock  which  are  shipped 
to  every  state  in  this  country  and 
previous  to  the  war  were  shipped  to  many 
foreign  countries. 

SURVEY     YIELDS     OF 
PA.  VEGETABLE  CROPS 

PENNSYLVANIA  beet  growers  ex- 
pect a  production  of  294,000  bushels 
of  late-crop  beets  this  season  compared 
with  234,000  bushels  last  year  and  the 
previous  10-year  average  of  148,(X)0 
bushels  according  to  the  latest  survey  of 
the  Federal-State  Crop  Report  issued  by 
the  Department  of  Agriculture.  An  ex- 
cellent yield  per  acre  is  in  prospect.  Some 
fields  of  young  beets  are  showing  black 
root  due  to  wet  weather.  Marketing  of 
topped  beets  in  the  State  is  increasing. 
There  are  700  acres  for  harvest  this  year 
compared  with  600  acres  last  year  and 
the  10-year  average  of  366  acres. 

Conditions  in  most  country-wide  areas 
were  favorable  to  the  cabbage  crop  during 
August,  and  latest  indicated  yields  of 
Domestic  type  late  cabbage  averaged 
somewhat  higher  than  a  month  earlier. 
The  indicated  production  of  434,400  tons 
is  about  26,000  tons  higher  than  a  month 
ago  but  is  still  about  four  percent  below 
the  1941  harvest.  The  lower  condition 
of  the  domestic  cabbage  crop  in  Penn- 
sylvania due  to  wet  weather  dropped  pro- 
duction prospects  about  six  percent  since 
August  1.  Much  of  the  crop  has  moved 
to  market  and  some  of  that  remaining 
may  not  be  harvested  due  to  the  large 
size  of  heads,  the  scarcity  of  labor  or 
poor  market  conditions.  Production  for 
this  State  is  placed  at  52,700  tons  com- 
pared with  50,200  tons  last  year  and  the 
1931-40  average  of  40,200  tons. 

Production  of  Danish  type  cabbage  this 
season  is  indicated  to  be  377,000  tons. 
Last  season  312,(X)0  tons  were  harvested 
and  the  1931-40  average  is  290.500  tons. 
Yields  per  acre  in  .all  producing  States 
are  indicated  to  be  above  both  last  year 
and  average. 

In  Pennsylvania  the  Danish  crop  is 
making  fast  growth  and  indicated  yield 
at  this  time  is  a  half  a  ton  above  the 
nine  tons  per  acre  average  yield  for  last 
year's  crop.  The  10-year  average  per 
acre  is  eight  tons.  The  3,300  acres  planted 
this  year  equals  the  1941  acreage.  The 
10-year  average  acreage  is  2,840  acres.  ^ 

Celery  production  in  Pennsylvania  is 
indicated  to  be  243,000,  two-third  size 
crates  of  90  pounds  each  compared  with 
the  relatively  low  production  of  210,0(X) 
crates  last  year  and  the  10-year  average 
of  288,000  crates.  The  900  acres  for 
harvest  this  year  is  a  seven  percent  in- 
crease over  last  year's  840  acres  but  is 
17  percent  lower  than  the  10-year  aver- 
age acreage  of  1,090  acres. 

GRAPE  HARVEST  WILL 
BE   MUCH    ADVANCED 

THERE  has  been  no  reduction  in 
previous  indications  which  placed  the 
Pennsylvania  grape  crop  production  at 
19,800  tons,  the  crop  in  the  Erie  belt 
continuing  in  excellent  condition,  accord- 
ing   to    latest    surveys    reported    to    the 


URGE  MEASURES  TO 
BATTLE  CORN  BORER 
BE  FULLY  FOLLOWED 

THAT  all  farmers,  particularly  in  in- 
fested areas,  make  plans  to  follow  the 
program  this  Fall  for  the  control  of  the 
corn  borer  is  emphatically  urged  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture.  That  pro- 
gram calls  for  the  destruction  of  all 
refuse  on  which  the  borer  exists  and  the 
plowing  under  during  the  Fall  of  all 
corn  stubbles  and  constitutes  the  only 
effective  means  of  control  of  the  de- 
structive pest. 

The  extent  of  prevalence  of  the  borer 
this  year  has  not  yet  been  determined, 
but  the  double  brooded  form,  which  has 
been  confined  to  the  Eastern  section  of 
the  State,  was  found  this  Summer  for  the 
first  time  in  Lebanon  County,  which  is 
the  most  westerly  section  in  which  it  has 
existed  in  Pennsylvania.  This  discovery 
aroused  fears  of  the  possibility  of  that 
form  of  borer  extending  its  operations  to 
add  to  the  seriousness  of  its  depredations. 

It  is  pointed  out  by  Secretary  Light 
that  a  tremendous  increase  of  infestation 
was  found  last  year  in  10  of  the  11 
counties  surveyed  by  specialists  of  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  some  fields  in 
Delaware  County  showing  that  100  per- 
cent of  the  stalks  were  infested  while  in 
other  counties  the  infestation  was  double 
that  of  a  year  previously.  In  a  number 
of  cases  the  pest  has  shown  consistent 
increase  since  the  first  surveys  made  in 
those  counties  eight  years  ago,  which  is 
pointed  to  as  a  definite  indication  of  the 
necessity  for  control  measures  if  it  is  to 
be  subdued. 

In  emphasizing  the  need  for  farmers 
to  follow  the  suggested  methods  of  con- 
trol, Secretary  Light  declared  this  to  be 
essential  to  reduce  individual  losses  as 
well  as  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  pest, 
which  if  sufficiently  widespread  can  cause 
failure  of  the  most  important  grain  crop 
produced  in  this  State. 

The  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  has  made 
plans  for  surveys  this  season  which  in- 
clude operations  in  Erie,  Crawford,  Arm- 
strong, Indiana,  Westmoreland,  Centre. 
Lebanon,  Berks,  Bucks,  Montgomery, 
I.«high  and  Northampton  counties. 


REDUCTION     LISTED 
IN  FOUR  PA.  CROPS 

LATEST  revised  estimates  of  the  Fed- 
eral-State Crop  Reporting  Service 
released  by  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture show  large  decreases  in  the  indi- 
cated production  this  year  in  this  State 
of  potatoes,  tobacco,  oats  and  barley. 

The  potato  crop,  hit  by  widespread  in- 
festation of  blight  as  a  result  of  wet 
weather,  is  now  placed  at  18,170,000 
bushels,  a  reduction  of  1,896,000  bushels 
from  the  production  indicated  a  month 
previously.  This  figure  places  the  yield 
at  more  than  six  million  bushels  below 
the  average  for  the  past  10  years. 

The  tobacco  yield  is  now  indicated  to 
be  50,795,(XX)  pounds,  a  reduction  of 
4,337,000  pounds  from  the  indications  a 
month  earlier  and  about  two  million 
pounds  less  than  the  1941  production  when 
the  acreage  was  about  the  same  as  this 
year,  but  approximately  15  million 
pounds  above  the  10-year  average  when 
the  average  acreage  was  about  7,000 
acres  less  than  this  year. 

Oats  production  is  now  placed  at 
27,156,0(K)  bushels  compared  with  indi- 
cations of  29,346,000  bushels  a  month 
previously  and  about  three  million  bushels 
below  the  1941  production  but  still  more 
than  a  million  bushels  above  the  10-year 
average. 

Indications  are  that  the  barley  crop 
will  be  cut  4,023,000  bushels,  which  is 
nearly  three  million  bushels  below  the  in- 
dications of  a  month  earlier  but  still 
about  a  half  million  bushels  greater  than 
the  1941  production  and  more  than 
double  the  average  production  for  the 
years  from  1930  to    1939. 

Wet  weather,  particularly  during  August 
was  the  important  factor  in  causing  the 
reductions.  Harvesting  of  grains  was  de- 
layed, blight  on  the  potato  crop  became 
more  widespread  and  rust  developed  on 
the  tobacco. 


Department  of  Agriculture.  Black  rot  is 
prevalent  in  the  vineyards  but  has  not 
become  a  serious  factor.  Harvesting  has 
begun  much  earlier  than  usual. 
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.ORGE  Tl 
LAWNS 


MENT 
luji  BEETLE  CbWfROL 

1 1^KATMti^'^'  of  lawns  at  this  season 

l|!^/ti,t'(lc8truction  of  Japanese  beetle 

I 'is  urge!  by  the   Bureau  of   Plant 

r  !trv  of  the  iJepartment  of  Agricul- 

Prcseiice  of  the  grubs  is  indicated 

■'urovvn   patches    appearing    on    lawns 

;,"' ordinarily  should  continue  in  good 

%vn    H  UP^'"  examination  numbers 

";'  p  iv'r.itc  grubs  are  found  in  the  soil 

;    f'hose  patches,  the  answer  is  that 

"'^lao  bei-tle  is  infesting  the  area.    Tiie 

'iJs  is  caused  to  die  by  the  feeding  by 

.  'rrubs  upon  the  roots.  ,  .  ,     .     . 

T'^e  treatment    suggested,   which   it   is 

,'.'(j  is  definitely  effective  is  the  appli- 

!;on  of  arsenate  of  lead   which   soaks 

the  soil,  causing  death  to  the  grubs, 

.r-,  thev  consume   certain    amounts   of 

Jlh  whi^e  feeding  upon  the  grass  roots. 

The  rate  of  application  is  five  to  ten 

.„^(ls  of  arsenate    of    lead    powder    to 

jcli  1,000  square  feet  of  lawn  surface. 

V  larger  amount  should  prove  effective 

-at  least  five  years.    Of  the   various 

.thods  of  applying  the  poison,  perhaps 

te  simplest  is  to  thoroughly  mix  it  with 

•i.jmcs  its  volume  of  slightly  moist  soil 

'■^and,  and  then  broadcast  the  mixture 

hand.  It  is  well  to  follow  a  fixed  pro- 

[J-^n-  in  making  the  application.   Measure 

-area  to   be    treated,    and    after    the 

Hiiate  of  lead  is  carefully  weighed  and 

•sd  with  the  proper   amount   of    sand 

K.il,  mark  off  two  or  three  small  areas 

:ch  as  100  square  feet  and  try   to  dis- 

ihtite  the  right  amount  of  the  arsenate 

:i:;ture  on    these    small    plots.     A    few 

als  will  enable  one  to  judge  the  proper 

bi  of  distribution.    To  insure  even  dis- 

ktion,  which  is  very  important,  a  given 

jaitity  I'f  the  material   may  be  equally 

ided  and  broadcast  separately  one  por- 

,n  crosswise  of  the  other.    The  garden 

r,;e  should  be  used  until  no  trace  of  the 

%'  lead  remains  on  the   surface.    The 

■ndiinp:    will    also    insure    the    poison 

idling  the  position   in   the    soil   where 

7ruhs  arc   feeding   and   thus  become 

(  quickly  effective. 

The  poison  may  also  be  added  to  water 

:  'he  rate  of    one    pound    to    a    gallon 

■.sprinkling  can,  and  applied.    In  either 

.  a  few  trials  on  a  small  area  where 

pnrnner  amount,  that  is,  one  half  gallon 

p  100  squire  feet,  if  the  five  pound  rate 

'j^ed  or  one  gallon  if  the  10  pound  rate 

aiplied  should  precede   general   distri- 

pm.  This  treatment  of  lawns  may  be 

P''ied  any  time  of   _\ear   when   the   soil 

yA  frozen,  but  late   summer   through 

'ly  fall,  is  best  because  the  grubs  are 

'■-n  small  and   more   easily   killed   than 

'■?.ny  other  time. 

2330  DOGS  KILLED  IN 
LAW    ENFORCEMENT 

l|\OG  law  violations  caused  the  lower- 
11/  ing  of  the  canine  population  in  this 

j^'^te  during  the  mont^i  of  August  by 
l~),'f),  that  number  of  stray  and  uncon- 
J-jltd  dops  having  been  killed  by  police 
I -cm,  according  to  reports  of  the  Dog 
l-;W  Enforcement  Division  of  the  Bureau 
I-'!  Animal  hidustrv  of  the  Department  of 
l|enculture  to  Secretary  John  H.  Light. 
I;' 'vas  also  reported  that  during  that 
Y""i  damage  caused  by  dogs  to  live- 
Ij  and  poultry  cost  the  State  $4,835, 
I'"'  amount  haAJnu  been  paid  in  settle- 
lu*^'  "^'f  17,^  damage  claims.  Settlem-^nt 
j-'^veen  claimants  and  dog  owners  for 
^^5?es  amounted  to  an  additional  $560. 

f^lR  PEN  LEADER  IN 
.^JOG    LAYING    TEST 

iT  the  end  of  the  fiftieth  week  of  the 
Lj  Pennsylvania    Official    Egg    Laying 

'■,'  P''"'luction  to  that  time  was  shown 
..,^'^^^.n  percent,  a  total  of  232,492 
lib  '"'^  been  produced.  The  average 
IS"  ^^  ^^^^  P^*"  ^^^^  '"  the  test  was 
l„  and  the  average  egg  weight  was 
■•Jj  ounces  per  dozen. 
1)1  /  V**^'"^  PP"  to  that  time  was  one  of 
l,!jiysland    Reds    which    produced    a 

if,],?!  •'•7^^  eggs  and  was  credited  with 
''^3  points. 

^ACH  FARM  WOULD 
HAVE  RECEIVED  $19 

I  m       ^^^  Government    subsidy   pay- 

ents  to  Pennsylvania  farmers  show 

^^'"lual  average  of  S3.283.0^  for  the 

■;  '^fJm  1933  to  1941   inclusive,  or  an 

y.  of  S19    per    farm    had    all    the 

.in  t'^f    9tate    participated    in    the 

"■y  programs. 


MILLIONS   OF   POUNDS 
OF  MEATS  INSPECTED 

A  TOTAL  of  3,070,112  pounds  of  meat 
and  meat  products  and  1,443,232 
pounds  of  animal  organs  to  be  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  food  products,  were 
examined  during  the  month  of  August 
under  direction  of  the  Meat  Hygiene 
Division  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  In- 
dustry of  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Secretary  John  il.  Light  has  announced. 
Of  the  former,  2,583  pounds  were  con- 
demned and  of  the  latter  89,304  pounds 
were  discarded.  Ant-mortem  and  post- 
mortem examinations  were  also  made  of 
29,768  animals  and  carcasses  and  71  car- 
casses were  condemned.  Sanitation  ex- 
aminations were  made  of  594  meat  pro- 
ducing establishments. 

PEACH  CROP  IS  ONLY 
SLIGHTLY    BELOW    '41 

IN  spite  of  unfavorable  weather  con- 
ditions and  labor  shortages  in  some 
are^:s  during  the  harvesting  season,  the 
Pennsylvania  peach  crop  this  year  is  now 
estimated  at  only  22,000  bushels  below 
the  producti  m  of  last  year,  being  placed, 
according  to  latest  surveys  of  the  Federal- 
State  Crop  Reporting  Service  issued  by 
Secretary  John  H.  Light  o^  the  Depart- 
ment of  Xgriculture  at  1,822.(XX)  bushels. 
This  is  greatly  in  excess  of  the  prevous 
10-vear  averaee  production  which  is 
1.656.000  bushels. 

The  cherry  crop,  according  to  latest 
indie." tions  is  500  t  ns  below  last  year's 
production  of  9.800  tons,  but  is  far  in 
excess  of  the  previous  10-year  average 
of  7.704  tons. 

It  is  indicated  that  the  pear  crop  this 
vcar  will  exceed  last  vcar's  production  of 
350.000  bushels  by  129.000  bushels,  the 
crop  last  year  being  low  as  a  result  of 
frosts  and  dry  weather  in  some  areas. 
The  hinrher  production  this  year,  however, 
is  still  considerably  below  the  10-year 
average  of  609.000  bushels. 

CANNING     PEA     CROP 
BELOW    EXPECTATION 

UNFAVORABLE  weather  conditions 
during  the  growing  and  harvesting 
seasons  brought  widespread  disappoint- 
ment to  the  Pennsylvania  crop  of  green 
peas  for  processing,  according  to  the 
la' est  revised  production  surveys  of  the 
Federal -State  Crop  Reporting  Service 
issued  by  Secretary  of  Agriculture  John 
H.  Light,  .\creage  was  greatly  increased 
this  year,  the  number  of  acres  planted  to 
the  crop  being  placed  at  14,300  as  com- 
pared with  10.800  acres  last  year  and  the 
previous  10-year  average  of  4.580  acres, 
but  production  is  more  than  1,000  tons 
below  that  of  last  year  as  a  result  of  the 
heax'v  drop  i'.i  yield.  Total  production  is 
placed  at  10,510  tons  compared  with 
11.880  tons  in  1941  and  an  average  pro- 
duction of  4,610  tons  for  the  previous 
10-year  period.  Yield  per  acre  slumped 
from  an  average  of  2,200  tons  last  year 
and  the  previous  10-year  average  of  1,900 
tens  to  1.470  tons  this  year. 

In  addition  to  the  v.eather  conditions 
being  unfaxornble  for  the  development  of 
the  crop,  wet  fields  at  harvesting  time 
prevented  picking,  causing  loss  of  peas  in 
the  fields. 

6,400   FARMS    USING 
MILKING    MACHINES 

A  SURVEY  just  completed  by  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  placed  the 
number  of  milking  machines  on  farms  of 
this  State  at  approximately  6,400,  Secre- 
tary John  H.  I.ight  has  announced.  The 
estimate  is  based  upon  tabulations  of  herds 
comprising  11  or  more  cows,  of  which  it 
is  estimated  there  are  approximately 
22.000  in  this  State.  It  is  generally  held 
that  machines  are  not  used  to  a  wide  ex- 
tent on  farms  witli  smaller  herds. 

The  estimated  number  of  machines  now 
in  use  compares  with  the  estimate  of 
4.187  on  the  farms  in  this  State  in  1927, 
when  the  last  previous  survey  was  made. 
It  is  reported  that  the  demand  for 
machines  has  been  particularly  heavy  this 
year,  reflecting  the  farm  labor  situation 
as  a  result  of  the  war. 

Rural  Population 

According  to  latest  figures  the  rural 
popidation  of  Pennsylvania  is  3.097.839  of 
whom  846.240  people  live  on  farms.  There 
are  also  10.454  persons  living  on  farms 
in  the  urban  sections. 


WARNS  THAT  LABOR 
SHORTAGE  MAY  BRING 
SERIOUS     SITUATIONS 

A  CRITICAL  farm  labor  shortage 
struck  the  harvesting  of  tomatoes 
and  apples,  according  to  reports  to  th« 
State  Department  of  Agriculture,  with  a 
result  that  vast  quantities  of  tomatoes 
were  lost  and  deep  concern  is  being  felt 
about  the  apple  crop.  It  is  estimated  that 
tomato  losses  through  lack  of  pickers 
reached  15  to  20  percent  of  the  crop.  In 
addition  to  that  loss  it  is  expected  that 
production  of  canned  tomatoes  of  which 
great  increases  were  urged  by  the  Federal 
Government,  will  be  still  more  reduced 
as  a  result  of  some  of  the  smaller  can- 
neries selling  their  contracted  acreage  to 
larger  canneries  to  be  used  for  process- 
ing. This  action,  it  is  reported,  is  taken 
as  a  result  of  the  establishment  of  ceiling 
prices  on  canned  goods  after  the  can- 
neries had  agreed  to  pay  higher  prices 
to  the  growers,  which  it  is  claimed  would 
require  them  to  operate  at  a  loss. 

The  apple  harvest  has  been  badly 
hampered  by  the  shortage  of  pickers,  in 
some  instances  orchards  reporting  short- 
ages running  as  high  as  80  percent.  The 
crop  is  indicated  to  be  of  bumper  pro- 
I^ortions,  estimates  placing  it  at  more  than 
10  million  bushels,  but  fear  is  now  held 
that  a  considerable  portion  of  it  may  be 
lost.  In  some  areas  the  schools  are  co- 
operating through  the  release  of  older 
pupils  to  engage  in  picking,  but  in  many 
areas  it  is  claimed  that  not  much  as- 
sistance is  being  received  from  that 
source.  The  situation,  it  is  reported  is 
aggravated  by  the  fact  that  many  of  the 
pickers  are  inexperienced. 

In  reviewing  the  widespread  reports 
Secretary  Light  declared  that  "unless 
more  definite  plans  than  those  yet  estab- 
lished are  made  through  which  the  real 
importance  of  agricuUure  is  given  full 
recognition  in  the  war  eflFort,  this  country 
and  the  other  n-itions  to  which  it  has 
taken  the  responsibility  of  supplying  food, 
will  face  serious  situations.  Food  short- 
ages must  result  if  there  is  no  labor  to 
produce  food  and  up  to  the  present  time 
little  recognition  seems  to  have  been  given 
that  fact  both  as  regards  the  draft  and  the 
exodus  from  the  farms  to  industry  where 
higher  and  still  higher  wages  are  the 
rule." 

HEAVY  PRODUCTION 
OF  SNAP  BEANS,  CORN 

ACCORDING  to  the  latest  reports  to 
.  the  Federal- State  Crop  Reporting 
Service  issued  by  Secretary  John  H.  Light 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  snap 
bean  production  in  Pennsylvania  this  year 
will  show  an  increase  of  nearly  100  per- 
cent over  that  of  1941.  The  indicated  pro- 
duction is  7.100  tons  compared  with  3,700 
tons  last  year  and  3.200  tons  as  the  aver- 
age for  the  previous  10  years. 

This  great  increase  is  due  largely  to 
the  vastly  expanded  acreage  planted  to 
the  crop,  which  is  double  that  of  the 
10-year  period  from  1931  to  1940.  The 
acreage  this  year  is  4.200  acres  and  last 
year  3,060  acres  were  devoted  to  the  crop. 
Indications  also  point  to  an  increased 
yield  over  previous  years,  it  being  placed 
this  year  at  1.7  tons  per  acre  compared 
with  1.2  tons  last  year  and  an  average 
of  1.4  tons  for  the  previous  10  years. 

Sweet  corn  production  is  also  indicat- 
ing an  increased  production  of  6,400  tons 
over  that  of  last  year,  it  being  placed 
by  latest  surveys  at  37,700  tons,  compared 
with  30.600  tons  in  1941.  both  years  show- 
ing a  vast  jump  over  the  previous  10-year 
average  production  of  14.700  tons.  In- 
creased acreage  planted  to  the  crop  this 
year  is  the  major  factor  in  the  greater 
production,  15,400  acres  having  been 
planted  this  year  compared  with  13.300 
acres  harvested  last  year  and  the  previous 
10-year  average  of  7,430  acres.  Indica- 
tions are  also  for  an  increased  yield,  the 
figure  being  placed  at  2.4  tons  per  acre 
compared  with  2.3  tons  per  acre  last  year 
and  the  previous  10-year  average  of  1.9 
tons. 

INVESTMENT  HIGHER 
IN  PA.  AGRICULTURE 

THE  total  investment  in  Pennsylvania 
acriculture  in  1941  was  placed  at 
$1,300,000,000  which  is  an  increase  of 
approximately  $200,000,000  over  the  i«- 
vestment  in  1933,  according  to  com- 
pilations of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. 


EPPH    NEWS   BULLETIN 

g„tered  U^»ndM\ii' Uailer,  ir^  23,  1909,  at  the  Post  Office  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  under  Act  of  Congre..,  June  d,  IfOe 
M  •^iJohn  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
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[lK  production  per  cow  in  Pennsyl- 
vania on  September  1  averaged  18.3 


*1,  which  was  the  highest  figure  for 

Hate  on   record,    according    to    the 

■  J  ^ate  Crop  Reporting  Survey  re- 

K  bv  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

yaii  decline   in  production   per   cow 

\ugust  to  September  was  much  less 

t'!' usual  the  report  states,  due  in  large 

''1  to  the  excellent   condition   of    pas- 

Dairymen  reported  that  at  the  be - 


"^T  the  month  six  percent  more  feed 
L  obtained  from  pastures  than  a  year 

Fluid  milk  markets  have  held  steady 
Lm  August  and  increased  prices  for 
Ler  cheese  and  powdered  milk  have 
fsed  prices  paid  to  producers  for  milk 
f.'j  i„  surplus  classifications.  Greater 
Land  for  milk  is  also  causing  a  higher 

.'centage  to  be  sold  in  Class  L  The 
Pis  I  buying  price  at  New  York  City 
L" increased  20  cents   per   hundred   as 

vth  butter  and  dried  skim  milk  prices 
kere  higher  in  August  than  July.  Govern- 
Eent  purchases    of    dairy    products    still 

•jnstitute   an    important    feature    of    the 

•airy  product  markets,   although,   except 

„dry  skim  milk,  the  quantities  taken 
Irrently  have  been  substantially  reduced 
[mpared  with  previous  recent  periods. 

[he  tone  of  eastern  sweet  cream 
Lrkets  was  irregular  during  August, 
Lning  fairly  firm,  changing  to  an  easy 

,itioii  toward  the  middle  of  the  month, 
[v.  firming  a;;ain  at  the  close.  Weather 
L  the  principal  influence  accounting  for 
[tsc  changes.  Production  in  eastern 
hi  milk  areas  which  are  a  source  of 
im  sweet  cream  has  levelled  off,  which 
111  tend  to  reduce  surplus  milk  going 
y  cream,  as  well  as  the  quantities  which 

ive  been  moving  into  manufacturing  out- 
b  Whulesalc  prices  of  sweet  cream  ad- 
[nced  about  $1.00  per  can  in  the   New 

rk  market  on  August  1  as  a  result  of 
il5c  per  hundredweight  increase  in  the 
he  of  Class  II   A  milk.    Philadelphia 

as  have  continued  to  follow   the  up- 

ird  trend  which  began  in  July,  and 
fctations  the  second  week  of  September 
Jc:e  $20.00  to  920.50  per  can  on  cream 

sting  all   approval    requirements,    and 

|!i75  to  J20.()0  on  that  which  has  Penn- 

ania  appri  tval  only.  These  prices  aver- 

iTtabfiut  75c  per  can  higher  than  closing 

:iy  prices. 

Present  indications  point  to  somewhat 
iqt:  supplies  of  locally  produced  feed 
|:the  Xorth  Atlantic  States  in  1942-43 
pn  in  1941-42  and  materially  larger 
h;?lies  of  hay.  Shipments  of  feed  from 
pCorn  Belt  will  depend  to  some  extent 
P  the  transportation  situation.  Pro- 
jfaction  per  cow  during  the  remainder  of 
IW  may  be  about  the  same  as  during 
p second  half  of  1941  when  production 

*  relatively  high.  Receipts  of  milk  at 
p  three  principal  northeastern  markets 
Iwe  four  percent  larger  than  a  year 
I'SMer  in  June  and  July. 

At  present  there  are  some  factors  in 
[17'"^  cow  situation  that  may  tend  to 

.M  slaughter  of  milk  cows  at  fairly 
l;?!i  levels.  Prices  of  cull  cows  are  un- 
l^'jally  gnod.  Dairymen  are  thus  en- 
r'Jratred  to  cull  cows  that  become  un- 
I'^table.  In  some  areas  the  lack  of  an 
;'«iuate  supply  of  skilled  farm  labor  has 
1^^!  a  sfumlling  block  in  the  way  of  ex- 
IMmg  operations  on  large  commercial 
\^'y  farms. 

Jl'lk  production  on  United  States  farms 
.^uniied  at  record  levels,  show^ing  only 
'J  the  usual  seasonal  decline  during 
,?iist.  With  milk  cow  numbers  about 
■,^  and  one-half  percent  greater  than 
w^i?^°  3nd  with  production  per  cow 
„  '^a'Jly  infltienced  by  remarkably  good 

>utnnicr  pastures,  total  milk  produc- 
/""tinued  about  five  percent  higher 

■"  the  same  season  in  1941.  For 
™  f!      '^^^  production  on  farms  is 

inVk-^'^"^  billion  pounds  compared 

^^i  hillion  pounds  in  August  last 
,  '  7  ^^'ly  production  of  2.59  pounds 

^P'ta  was  nearly  13  percent  greater 
rM  T""  ^"r  the  month  in  the  1936-40 
r\  nr  A    ^"    "isjcr   groups   of    States 

production  per  cow  on  September  1 
I'Un  Percent  or  more  above  the 
Ml •^^".^Pf    and    was    at,    or    near, 

"I'Pli  levels   for  the  date. 

Bang  Di.ease  Testing 

,  '"K  of  cattle  for  Bang  disease  was 

I'  C?  '"  P<'""sylvania  in  1920  under 

\v^Tl  ^f   the   Bureau   of   Animal 

,,^    ot  the  State  Department  of  Agri- 


LOAD  OF  CABBAGE  IS 
NEARLY  AT  POINT  OF 
DIMINISHING  RETURNS 

The  following  letter  was  received 
iwm  a  farmer  by  the  Department 
of  Agriculture :  *'I  took  a  load  of 
domestic  cabbage  to  Philadelphia 
consisting  of  165  fifty-pound  bags. 
It  was  sold  on  Dock  Street  at  25 
cents  per  bag.  The  bag  cost  10 
cents.  The  commission  was  two  and 
one-half  cents.  The  hauling  was 
10  cents  per  bag.  This  totals 
twenty-two  and  one-half  cents.  So 
I  had  a  profit  of  two  and  one-half 
cents  a  bag  for  growing  the  cab- 
bage. 

"How  do  you  think  I  shall  live 
and  buy  War  Stamps?" 


WEATHER  CAUSES  BIG 
CUT  IN  PRODUCTION 
OF  HONEY  IN  PENNA. 

ALTHOUGH  the  number  of  colonies 
of  bees  in  Pennsylvania  this  year 
shows  an  increase  of  15  per  cent  over  the 
number  last  year,  preliminary  estimates 
place  the  1942  crop  of  honey  at  a  third 
less  than  the  production  in  1941  due  to 
generally  unfavorable  weather  conditions, 
according  to  the  Federal-State  Crop  Re- 
porting survey  issued  by  the  Department 
of  Agriculture. 

The  number  of  colonies  is  placed  at 
205.000  compared  with  172,000  colonies 
last  year,  but  the  honey  production  per 
colony  is  indicated  to  be  only  22  pounds 
compared  with  an  average  of  40  pounds 
in  1941.  Total  production  last  year  was 
7,120,000  pounds  compared  with  the  in- 
dicated production  for  this  year  of 
4.510,000  pounds.  On  August  20,  accord- 
ing to  the  report,  there  were  1,443,000 
pounds  of  honey  on  hand  for  sale. 

Cool,  cloudy  weather  and  frequent  rains 
made  bees  rather  inactive  and  nectaries 
were  not  well  filled.  Production  of 
clover,  locust  and  basswood  honey  was 
light.  An  unusual  amount  of  swarming 
occurred  during  the  forepart  of  August 
which  is  late  for  swarming  activities. 

The  flow  of  late  honey,  mostly  buck- 
wheat has  been  good  and  because  of 
late  swarming  it  is  expected  that  the 
Fall  flow  will  improve. 

Wholesale  prices  reported  as  being  re- 
ceived by  producers  in  August  for  ex- 
tracted honey  in  large  cans,  kegs  and 
barrels,  averaged  11.4  cents  per  pound, 
compared  with  an  average  seasonal  price 
of  6.5  cents  received  during  1941.  Pre- 
vailing August  price  this  year  was  11.8 
cents  in  Pennsylvania.  Wholesale  prices 
to  producers  for  comb  honey  in  one  pound 
sections  averaged  16.5  cents  per  pound 
for  the  United  States,  compared  with 
the  average  season's  price  in  1941  of  13.8 
cents.  The  August  price  this  year  was 
16.4  cents  in  Pennsvlvania. 


WORLD'S    RECORD    IS 
MADE  AT  PENNA.  TEST 

A  PEN  of  Rhode  Island  Reds  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Oflicial  Egg  Laying 
Test  conducted  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  established  a  new  world 
record  for  pullets  of  that  breed  during 
the  test  year  just  closed.  The  record 
production  for  the  51  week  period  by  the 
pen  of  13  birds,  which  is  the  official 
number  for  egg  laying  tests,  was  3,836 
eggs  or  an  average  of  295  eggs  per  bird 
for  the  357  days.  The  pen  was  credited 
with  4.089.70  points  upon  which  the 
record  was  based,  since  the  weight  of  the 
eggs  is  the  determining  factor.  All  eggs 
produced  averaged  above  the  required 
weight  of  24  ounces  per  dozen.  The 
record-breaking  pen  was  owned  by  Crooks 
Farms.  North  Brookfield,  Mass. 

The  previous  world  record  was  made 
last  year  at  Storr's  Egg  Laying  Test  in 
Connecticut  on  a  production  of  3.770  eggs 
which  received  a  credit  of  4.021.20  points. 
The  highest  producing  bird  in  this  year's 
record  pen  was  credited  wth  336  eggs  and 
359.35  points.  The  next  high  producer 
was  credited  with  331  eggs  but  beat  the 
first  bird  in  the  number  of  points,  being 
credited  with  361.50. 

The  pen  also  holds  the  distinction  of 
leading  all  breeds  this  year  in  production 
in  all  the  16  oflFicial  egg  laying  tests  con- 
ducted throughout  the  country. 


EGG  PRODUCTION  IS 
UNUSUALLY  HEAVY  IN 
PA.  FOR  THIS  SEASON 

EGG  production  in  PennsyhTuiia  dur- 
ing August  was  six  percent  ab  ive 
August,  1941,  due  to  the  larger  laying 
flocks  and  favorable  rate  of  lay  per 
layer,  the  report  of  the  Federal-State 
Crop  Reporting  Service  released  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  shows.  Pro- 
duction has  shown  about  the  usual  seasonal 
decline  during  August  but  has  been  un- 
usually heavy  for  this  season  of  the  year, 
according  to  the  survey.  Housing  of 
pullets  appears  to  be  slightly  later  this 
year  than  last  year,  but  preliminary  in- 
formation suggests  that  there  will  be 
about  five  percent  more  pullets  than  last 
year  to  be  housed.  Laying  flocks  this 
Winter  will  be  larger  than  last  Winter, 
assuming  that  usual  culling  practices  are 
followed  and  the  present  high  consumer 
demand  for  eggs  continues.  Average 
prices  received  by  farmers  in  the  State 
for  eggs,  as  is  u.sual  at  this  season  of  the 
year,  advanced  four  and  one-half  cents 
per  dozen  during  August.  Feed  prices 
have  held  rather  steady  during  the  past 
month  but  are  14  percent  above  last 
A  ugust. 

Production  during  the  month  is  placed 
at  165  million  eggs  compared  with  pro- 
duction of  191  million  eggs  during  July 
and  156  million  eggs  during  August, 
1941.  The  number  of  layers  is  placed  at 
12.282,000  compared  with  12,900,000  in 
July  and  11,350,000  in  August,  1941.  The 
monthly  number  of  eggs  per  layer  was 
13.5  compared  with  14.8  a  month  earlier 
and  13.7  in  August  a  year  ago. 

August  egg  markets  have  been  firm, 
and  prices  generally  have  advanced  at  all 
points.  This  has  been  a  seasonal  trend, 
but  has  been  fully  supported  this  year  by 
an  active  buying  interest,  which  has  ab- 
sorbed current  production,  and  drawn 
more  or  less  heavily  on  storage  reserves. 

On  September  1,  storage  stocks  of  eggs 
totaled  6,759,000  cases,  representing  an 
increase  over  September  1,  1941  of  628,00i) 
cases.  A  sizable  portion  of  the  egg? 
remaining  in  storage  are  ear-marked  for 
drying  in  order  to  fill  Government  con- 
tracts during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
Aside  from  this,  total  stocks  of  shell  eggs 
the  past  two  months  are  not  excessive  in 
the  light  of  recent  years'  reserves. 

Further  strength  developed  in  live 
poultry  markets  during  August,  and 
prices  were  mostly  higher  than  a  month 
ago.  Such  changes  reflect  a  generally 
good  buying  demand.  Contributing  to  this, 
perhaps,  are  the  shortages  of  competing 
meats  reported  in  some  places.  Price  in- 
creases are  greatest  on  broilers,  which 
are  10  to  14  cents  higher  than  a  year 
ago.  Increases  over  last  year  on  the 
heavier  classes  are  only  about  four  to 
six  cents,  varying  in  different  markets. 

With  supplies  of  truck  tires,  replace- 
ment parts,  and  new  equipment  limited 
because  of  war  conditions,  farmers  and 
the  public  may  be  adversely  affected  if 
they  are  deprived  of  long-distance  motor- 
truck service  for  certain  farm  products. 
Trucking  of  farm  products  over  long 
distances  has  become  so  firmly  entrenched 
in  the  Nation's  economic  system  that 
diminution  of  this  service  without  pro- 
viding a  substitute  may  create  serious 
problems.  The  importance  of  trucking 
facilities  in  egg  marketing  is  brought 
out  by  the  fact  that  47  percent  of  all 
eggs  on  the  Philadelphia  market  arrive 
by  truck  and  over  90  percent  of  the  eggs 
of  Pennsylvania  origin  on  this  market  are 
trucked  in.  Similar  situations  prevail  on 
all  the  large  Eastern  markets. 

TOMATO    PRODUCTION 
IS    CUT    BY    WEATHER 

HEAVY  rains  during  August  severely 
damaged  the  tomato  crop  in  the 
eastern  and  southeastern  sections  of  this 
State,  lowering  the  average  yield  per 
acre  of  market  tomatoes  to  an  estimated 
200  bushel  average  yield,  according  to 
the  latest  survey  of  the  Federal-State 
Crop  Reporting  Service,  issued  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture.  In  spite  of 
the  lowered  estimate,  however,  total  pro- 
duction, now  placed  at  540.000  bushels  is 
still  in  excess  of  the  528.000  bushels  pro- 
duced last  year  and  nearly  double  that 
of  the  previous  10-year  average  of 
287.000  bushels.  The  increase  over  last 
year  is  chio  to  a  13  percent  increase  in 
acreage,  2,700  acres  being  devoted  to  th« 
crop  this  year  compared  with  2,400  acres 
in  1941  and  1,510  acres  as  the  previous 
10-year  average. 
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lil THOUGH  the  number  of  stockers 

li  and  feeders   sold   at   the    Lancaster 

Ipctock  Yards   to    farmers    who    feed 

I   1p  for  meat  production  showed  a  large 

r  Lp  during  the  first  six  months  of  this 

K  over   the    similar    period    in    1941, 

•   r  feeding    has    registered    a    steady 

Sine  in  this   State  since    1938,    Secre- 

^  John  H.  Light  of  the  Department  o 

t'riculture    lias    announced.     The    total 

!  fker  and  feeder  receipts  for  the  period 

£  year  was  23,311    compared    with   a 

I  of  14,646  during   that   period    last 

/       However,  this  situation  can  be  re- 

ersed  in  view  of  the  fact  that  normally 

h)  percent  of  the  annual  purchases  are 

Lde  during  the  last  six  months  of  the 

r  However,    Secretary     Light    declared, 
rthe  figures  for  the  past  four  years  are 

.enificant  since  they  indicate  a  general 
trend  awav  from  cattle  feeding  and  an 
Lpansion  of  the  dairy  division  of  farm- 
ing in  this  State.  This  is  seen  in  the 
liact  that  in  spite  of  the  decreased  num- 
Lr  of  feeders   and   stockers   bought   by 

iarmers  who  feed  cattle  for  meat  pro- 
Idjction,  the  number  of  cattle  on  Penn- 
livhania  farms  increased  by  60,000  from 

January  1,  1939  to  January  1  this  year, 
land  that  increase  is  due  entirely  to  the 
Ip^eater  number  of  dairy  cattle,  which  be- 
Ln  registering  increases  in  1937  " 

Secretary  Light  points  out  that  steers 
Im  farms   in   this    State    declined    from 

130,000  on  January  1.  1938  to  90,000  on 
lanuary  1,  1942  and  receipts  of  stockers 
lind  feeders  from  out-of-state  markets 
Inclined  from  129,000  in  1937  to  69,000 
In  1941 ;  receipts  at  the  Lancaster  yards 
leclined  during  that  period  from  109,000 
l;o  53,000  and  cattle  shipped  into  Penn- 
Ivlvania  on  disease-free  certificates  de- 
liined  from  175,000  in  1937  to  93,000  in 
|!541.  During  the  same  period  cattle  and 
l:ahes  handled  at  the  Lancaster  yards 
Jedined  from  324,000  to  290,000. 

On  the  other  hand  stated  Secretary 
Light,  "receipts  of  Pennsylvania  cattle 
lind  calves  at  the  various  livestock 
Imarkets  increased  from  176,000  in  1936 
Ito  256,000  in  1941  showing  a  tendency 
m  the  part  of  the  farmer  to  devote  his 
Iffforts  to  dairying  rather  than  the  raising 
|ff  calves  and  cattle  for  the  meat  market." 
"Durinp  the  first  six  months,"  con- 
liinued  Secretary  Light,  "Pennsylvania 
Itattle  feeders  showed  a  willingness  to 
Imest  in  feeder  cattle  in  anticipation  of 
ptter  future  market  prices  in  spite  of 
Itlie  unfavorable  price  relationship  be- 
peen  prices  of  stockers  and  feeders  and 
M  grade  steers.    With  the  placing  of 

ceiling  prices  by  the  Government,  how- 
Ffr,  this    tendency    may    not    continue 

fflce  the  price  of  the  finished  cattle  has 
m  occasion  been  less  than   the   price 

N  for  the  feeders.   As  a  result  of  this 

situation,  reports  show  that  cattle  feeders 
hre  marketing   their    steers    before    they 

'each  the  full  weight  stage,  which  must 
recessarily  cause  a  reduction  in  the  meat 

V'Upply." 


INCREASE    IN    SHEEP 
WOOL  PRODUCTION  UP 

iTHE  quantity  of  wool  shorn  or  to  be 

1 1.  Shorn  this  year    in    Pennsylvania   is 

^'"natcd  at  2,595,000  pounds,  according 

It'  Iji^'^'-^l-State     Crop     Reporting 

vJ        ,      '^  considerably  above   last 

■^  production  of  2,398,000  but  shows 

neavy   decrease    from    the    3,042,000 

J-'i'Js  which    is    the    average    for    the 

,«^  from  1931  to  1940.   The  weight  per 

\m  '^  ?imated  to  be  7.7  pounds  com- 

•f  I.  ^''Ia  ^-"^  PO""^s  in    1941   and  the 

T '      ^^^^  a^'erage  of  7.5  pounds. 

..J  number  of  sheep  shorn  or  to  be 

"register  an  increase   from  324,000 

ii  rV  P^'^  this   year,   but    are 

i£(Z-r  '^^^'^^   the   average   number 

n^'^  for  the  previous  10  years. 

^  ^estimated  production  for  the  coun- 

.■J  a  whole  is  placed  at  392,346,000 

durtin      ''  ''  the  largest  shorn  wool 

,."«'on  on  record,   being  about   one- 

■V]  '-""^  percent  larger  than  the  1941 

^^^^^'on,  the  previous  record.    The  in- 

<Wn  ^^^'■e^l'ted  to  the  larger  number 

491)02 Z!'"'. that  number  being  placed 

■I'Jju     )^''th  a"  average  weight  of 

'M8nnr^°^  "^-^^  P"""fJs  compared 

3130,WO  ,n   1941  with  an  average 

''^^^r  fleece  of  8.11  pounds. 


PLANNING  TO  BATTLE 
MOTH     FROM     PLANE 

INTENSIFICATION  of  the  effort  for 
the  control  and  the  ultimate  possible 
eradication  of  the  gypsy  moth  in  Penn- 
sylvania is  being  urged  by  Secretary  John 
H.  Light.  The  control  program  is  carried 
on  jointly  by  the  Federal  Bureau  of  En- 
tomology and  the  State  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  up  to  the  present  time 
it  has  been  successful  in  keeping  the 
moth  confined  to  the  area  in  which  it  was 
first  found  in  this  State  which  comprises 
about  600  square  miles  in  eight  town- 
ships in  Lackawanna  and  Luzerne 
counties. 

The  program  consists  of  intensive  scout- 
ing work  by  crews  numbering  between 
200  and  300  men  who  traverse  designated 
sections  to  find  the  grub  which  is  de- 
stroyed, and  of  spraying  the  infested  areas 
during  May  and  June  when  the  moth,  in 
the  worm  stage,  feeds  upon  the  leaves 
of  trees.  The  scouting  and  spraying  oper- 
ations are  exceedingly  difficult  by  reason 
of  the  infected  area  being  mostly  that  of 
mountainous  forest. 

For  some  time  past  Secretary  Light 
has  been  urging  that  Congress  make 
greater  appropriations  of  Federal  funds 
for  fighting  the  pest,  insisting  that  the 
battle  against  the  moth  is  not  purely  a 
state  responsibility  in  that  should  it  break 
from  the  infested  area  to  which  it  has 
so  far  been  confined  by  the  present  pro- 
gram, it  could  soon  become  a  country- 
wide menace  and  the  cause  of  great  de- 
struction, which  is  now  the  case  in  some 
of  the  New  England  states. 

An  experiment  was  recently  conducted 
in  the  infested  area  which  attempted  to 
develop  the  possibilities  of  spraying  the 
section  from  an  airplane.  During  that 
experiment  the  plane  covered  an  area 
comprising  probably  100  acres  in  the 
mountains  at  the  Nesbit  Dam  near 
Wilkes-Barre.  The  spraying  material  was 
released  from  the  plane  as  it  was  driven 
over  the  forest  section  and  the  material 
settled  down  upon  the  trees. 

Specialists  who  witnessed  the  experi- 
ment were  enthusiastic  about  the  possi- 
bilities and  are  making  efforts  to  use  that 
plan  to  at  least  some  extent  during  the 
spraying  season  next  Spring.  Under  that 
method  it  is  believed  that  most  of  the 
infested  section  can  be  ;sprayed  each 
season  as  compared  with  the  present 
system  requiring  about  three  years  to 
cover  the  entire  area. 

PRICE   INDEX   IS   UP 
FIVE  POINTS  IN  MO. 

THE  index  of  prices  paid  Pennsyl- 
vania farmers  for  the  principal  agri- 
cultural products  increased  five  points  dur- 
ing the  month  which  ended  September  15, 
according  to  the  Federal-State  Crop  Re- 
porting compilation  issued  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  Higher  prices 
were  received  in  mid- September  than  a 
month  earlier  for  grains,  fruits,  dairy  and 
poultry  products  and  meat  animals  by 
groups. 

The  index  of  prices  received  is  168  per- 
cent of  the  August,  1909-July,  1914  base 
period.  This  was  24  points  higher  than 
a  year  previously.  The  inde'x  of  prices 
paid,  interest  and  taxes  remained  at  152 
as  on  August  15.  As  a  result,  the  ratio 
of  prices  received  to  prices  paid,  interest 
and  taxes  was  111,  four  points  higher 
than  in  August  and  seven  points  higher 
than  a  year  earlier.  Compared  with  mid- 
August,  the  index  of  chicken  and  egg 
prices  was  up  13  points  to  163 ;  dairy 
products  up  five  points  to  185 ;  grains  up 
four  points  to  118,  and  fruits,  at  136,  up 
six  points.  The  meat  animal  index  was 
up  one  point  from  a  month  earlier  to 
186  of  the  pre-World  War  I  level.  Prices 
of  all  important  products  are  above  those 
prevailing   in   September,    1941. 

Prices  with  comparisons  follow : 

Sept.  15  Auf?.  15  Sept.  15 

1941  1942  1942 

Wheat      Bu.  $1.00  $1.04  $1.10 

Corn     Bu.  .86  .95  .96 

Oats     Bu.  .45  .54  .53 

Barley      Bu.  .66  .64  .70 

Rye    Bu.  .72  .76  .78 

Buckwheat     Bu.  .63  .81  .76 

Potatoes     Bu.  .80  1.20  1.15 

Apples     Bu.  .85  1.05  1.10 

Hav    Ton  10.20  11.10  11.50 

Hogs     Cwt.  11.50  14.30  14.20 

Beef  cattle    Cwt.  9.30  11.70  11.70 

Veal  calves Cwt.  12.20  14.50  14.90 

Sheep Cwt.  4.05  5.00  5.00 

Lambs    Cwt.  10.10  12.30  12.50 

Milk    cows     Head  92.00  113.00  113.00 

Horses    Head  108.00  122.00  119.00 

Mules Head  114.00  131.00  130.00 

Chickens    Lb.  .190         .220  .227 

Turkeys Lb.  .23  .250  .270 

Milk,   wholesale. Cwt.  2.55  2.80  2.90 


SAYS  ILLEGAL  SALES 
OF  BIOLOGICS  CAUSE 
SERIOUS      PROBLEMS 

A  SERIOUS  problem  caused  by  the 
illegal  sale  of  biologies  to  livestock 
and  poultry  owners  of  this  State  has  been 
confronting  the  Bureau  of  Animal  In- 
dustry of  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Secretary  John  H.  Light  has  announced. 
It  is  declared  that  there  are  a  number  of 
biological  firms  throughout  the  country 
which  manufacture  and  sell  these  products 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  but 
action  cannot  be  taken  under  the  State 
law  since  the  sales  are  made  in  interstate 
traffic  and  there  are  no  Federal  laws 
governing  the  sales. 

Dealing  with  the  situation.  Secretary 
Light  stated  that:  "The  chief  concern 
has  been  to  control  the  illegal  sale  of 
various  biologies  in  the  State  direct  to 
laymen  whose  unwise  administration  of 
dangerous  biological  products  in  many 
instances  causes  the  spreading  of  disease, 
rather  than  eradication  or  control. 

"Fifteen  biological  firms  are  in  agree- 
ment with  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry 
for  the  sale  and  distribution  of  biologies 
in  Pennsylvania.  Permission  is  not 
granted  to  any  of  these  firms  to  sell 
biologies  other  than  to  licensed  veter- 
inarians, excepting  fowl  pox  vaccine 
which  may  be  sold  to  poultrymen  to 
vaccinate  their  own  flocks,  after  first 
obtaining  a  permit  from  the  Bureau  for 
its  use.  Permission  has  not  been  granted 
to  any  biological  firm  to  sell  Brucella 
Abortus  Antigen  or  Pullorum  Antigen. 

"Science  has  developed  biologic  agents 
which  are  useful  in  the  prevention  and 
treatment  of  certain  of  the  contagious  and 
infectious  diseases.  Proper  use  of  these 
agents  is  an  aid  in  the  prevention  and 
control  of  disease,  and  conversely  these 
same  agents,  when  employed  improperly 
by  untrained  persons,  may  serve  to  es- 
tablish new  centers  of  disease  and  to  aid 
materially  in  its  perpetuation  and  dis- 
semination. 

"Both  Federal  and  State  laws  or  regu- 
lations prohibit  the  interstate  movement 
of  diseased  animals  or  those  that  have 
recently  been  exposed,  and  the  need  of 
these  is  obvious.  There  is  no  funda- 
mental difference  between  the  shipment 
of  a  diseased  animal  into  a  community 
and  the  shipment  of  the  living  causative 
agent  of  the  disease  in  a  bottle. 

"Many  states  and  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment are  paying  indemnity  on  animals  that 
react  to  tests  for  Bang  disease.  The  un- 
restricted sale  and  use  of  Bang  disease 
vaccines  jeopardizes  the  program  for  the 
control  and  eradication  of  this  costly  dis- 
ease. It  may  also  be  fraudulently  em- 
ployed to  collect  indemnities  as  diagnostic 
tests  do  not  differentiate  between  an 
animal  that  reacts  as  a  result  of  vacci- 
nation and  one  having  active  infection. 
It  is  unfair  and  unjust  that  Federal  and 
State  officials  should  be  forced  into  a 
position  where  funds  entrusted  to  them 
may  be  improperly  or  fraudulently  used. 

"The  unrestricted  sale  and  use  of  live 
viruses  and  vaccines  results  in  uncon- 
scious sabotage  of  our  livestock  industry 
by  our  own  people.  The  ease  of  vicious 
sabotage  by  foreign  agents  distributing 
the  virus  of  foot  and  mouth  disease, 
rinderpest,  fowl  pest  and  others  through 
the  unrestricted  sales  and  use  of  biologies 
is  obvious. 

"Particularly  in  this  time  of  trial  and 
emergency,  when  the  government  is  bend- 
ing all  effort  to  increase  the  livestock  pro- 
duction of  the  Nation,  it  is  imperative 
that  Disease,  Enemy  No.  1  of  the  live- 
stock industry,  be  overcome. 

"It  would  seem  that  failure  to  recog- 
nize the  importance  of  the  proper  use 
of  potential  disease-producing  biologies 
could  only  be  interpreted  as  a  lack  of 
sincerity  in  our  desire  and  effort  to  in- 
crease the  production  of  livestock  and  poul- 
try in  the  interest  of  national  defense." 

MILLIONS   OF   POUNDS 
OF  MEATS  EXAMINED 

DURING  the  month  of  September 
3,146,809  pounds  of  meat  and  meat 
products  and  1,670,006  pounds  of  animal 
organs  prepared  for  food  products,  were 
examined  under  supervision  of  the  Meat 
Hygiene  Division.  Of  the  former  2,200 
pounds  were  condemned  and  95,491  pounds 
of  the  latter  were  condemned. 

Milk,    retail    ...Qt.  .119  .130  .131 

Butter    Lb.  .36  .40  .43 

Buttcrfat Lb.  .36  .40  .42 

Errs    Doz,  .355  .372  .413 

Wool    Lb.  .41  .45  .45 
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SHARP  RHWdCTION 

CLOVER    SBq^ 

ITHIS  YEAR  UTPENNA. 

iRODL'CTION  of  red  clover  seed  in 
',l,e  United  States  is  expected  to  be 
f  smallest  in  five  years  and  about  29 
f'nt  below  the    1941    crop,   according 
f  the    Federal-State     Crop     Reporting 
...jce   issued    by    the    Department    of 
rinculture.    It  is  estimated  at  1,068,300 
V  heis  or  64,098,000  pounds  of  thresher- 
Ksecd,  compared  with  1,510,200  bushels 
'90  612.000  pounds  in  1941.     Decline  in 
t'oduction  from  last  year  is  attributed  to 
[decrease  of  about  19  percent  in  acreage 
J  about  12  percent  in  yield  per  acre.    A 
irger  production  than   last  year   is   ex- 
ited in  only   five    producing    States — 
lansas,  Kentucky,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  and 
Lgon.    Declines  in  production  are  most 
Lked  in  Virginia,  Michigan,  Maryland, 
Lnsylvania,  Idaho,  and  Wisconsin. 
'Pennsylvania    acreage    of    clover    seed 
brvested  was  sharply  reduced  this  year. 
ins  delayed  first  cutting   for  hay  and 
[considerable  amount  which  would  have 
^ne  into  seed  was  pastured.   Some  locali- 
L  report  that  this  season  was  the  first 
many  years  in  which  no  clover   was 
irvested  for  seed.  Compared  with  31,000 
itres  last  year,  only   11,000  acres   were 
^-vested  in  the   State   this   year.      The 
lerage  yield  per  acre  is  estimated  at  one 
i>!;el  for  both  years  and  total  produc- 
Iton  of  clean  seed  is  estimated  at  9,000 
ashels  this   year    and    26,000    in    1941. 
growers  indicated  that  46  percent  of  the 
would  be  used  on  their  own  farms, 
J;  percent  sold  to  dealers  and  25  percent 

or  exchanged  with  farmers. 
I  Reduction  in  acreage  this  year  for  the 
buntry  as  a  whole  is  attributed  to  the 
Iking  under  of  much  red  clover  acre- 
k  and  planting  it  to  soybeans,  corn, 
bd  other  crops,  from  which  larger  re- 
ps were  anticipated.  Rains  at  time 
(:  and  following  the  harvesting  of  the 
pt  crop  of  hay  resulted  in  much  dam- 
ped hay  and  delayed  the  second  crop. 
[aordingly  more  of  this  crop  was  cut  for 
kythan  would  have  been  the  case  under 
Imial  weather  conditions.  These  factors 
ping  to  decrease  the  seed  acreage  were 
pt  in  part  by  higher  prices  for  seed 
pn  last  year  and  the  fact  that  supplies 
|:  hay  in  most  sections  are  ample  or 
pore  than  ample. 

I  Yield  per  acre,  forecast  at  .93  bushel 
56  pounds,    equals    the    record    low 
Id  set  in  1924.    It  compares  with  1.06 
fcshels  or  64  pounds    in    1941    and   the 
page  of   1.16   bushels   or   70   pounds. 
m  reasons  for  the   record  low   yield 
ke  the  frequent  rains  at  the  following 
VHination,  greater  use  of  combines  due 
part  to  the  reduced  labor  supplv,  late- 
It^?  of  harvest,  and  thin  stands  in  some 
pons  because  of  drought  last  year. 
Growers  expected   to    retain    a   larger 
r^^n  of  their  1942  crop  than  usual  for 
png  on  their  farms.    If  they  carry  out 
Printentions  they  will  keep  34.2  per- 
ft  for  their  own  use  and  will  sell  47.3 
pnt  to  dealers   and    18.5   percent   to 
^ers.  These  percentages  compare  with 
J^  percent,  53  percent,  and  17.7  percent, 
pectively,  the  disposition  indicated  by 
™ers  for  the  1941  crop.    Sales  of  47.3 
mioi  the  1942  crop  to  dealers  would 
pi  about  412,000  bushels  or  24,720,000 
C  u  clean  seed,  compared  with  about 
F^  bushels  or  40,080,000  pounds  for 
r  ''41  crop. 

RECORD  YIELD  SEEN 
fOR  SOYBEAN  CROP 

^,^^'*^SYLVANIA  farmers  responded 
^w  the  appeal  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ri  T  ^^^^'  ^^y^^^  production  for 
Isf  T  ^^^^^  to  procure  necessary 
L^^'/^.war  effort  by  planting  an  in- 
l"th  ♦  7  percent  in  acreage  this  year 
r-  tnat  of  last  year,  with  a  result  that 
r  ■estimates  of  the  Federal-State  Crop 
L,  'f^^ervice,  issued  by  the  Depart- 
Lini  r^^culture  show  a  large  con- 

Ks  St        "^'^  '"^^^^  "^'^  ^^  ""^"^^ 

I'  J2l?^^  ?'-f>wing  weather  also  brought 

rlJc   P'^^VS^\on.    according    to    the 

\\iW  u  ,  -^''^'^'  P^*"  ^cre  being  placed 

L'  ^shels,  which  is  a  record  for  this 

^^'^'■age  yield   last   year   was    17 

fiiaL    •^^'■^-     '^^'s  places  the  total 

|>i^V .yeld  at  612,000  bushels   com- 

![,""  a  total  of  225.000  bushels  last 

|V<)  J^  acreage  this  year  is  given  as 

:yea7^^  compared  with  15,000  acres 


TEST    41,953    CATTLE 
FOR  BANG'S  DISEASE 

A  total  of  41,953  cattle,  representing 
3,321  herds  were  tested  for  Bang 
disease  during  the  month  of  September 
under  supervision  of  the  Bureau  of  Ani- 
mal Industry  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. Of  that  number  1,395  cattle  in 
534  herds  were  found  to  be  infected  by 
the  disease  which  is  a  16  percent  herd  in- 
fection and  3.3  percent  cattle  infection. 
The  report  shows  that  at  the  end  of 
September  a  total  of  74,155  herds  compris- 
mg  647,007  cattle  in  this  State  are  now 
under  supervision  in  the  various  test  class- 
ifications of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Indus- 
try in  the  Bang  disease  control  program. 
There  are  also  under  supervision  a  total 
of  195  herds  of  goats  consisting  of  1,498 
goats. 

During  the  month  the  State  paid  $37,523 
in  indemnities  for  condemed  cattle  in  the 
control  program  and  the  Federal  indemni- 
ties paid  amounted  to  $32,921. 

5    RECORDS    BROKEN 
AT  EGG  LAYING  TEST 

WHETHER  it  was  under  the  im- 
petus of  the  war  demands  for 
greater  effort  or  a  natural  result  of 
progressive  breeding  improvement  cannot 
be  fully  determined  but  many  past  per- 
formances have  been  shattered  by  the 
entries  in  the  Pennsylvania  Official  Egg 
Laying  Test  conducted  by  the  State  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  which  has  just 
closed  the  1941-1942  test  year.  Final  re- 
ports not  only  show  the  breaking  of  the 
world's  record  in  the  Rhode  Island  Red 
breed,  but  also  register  four  other  new 
world's  records  as  follows :  Two-year-old 
hen  class,  where  a  Single  Comb  White 
Leghorn,  owned  by  J.  A.  Hanson  is 
credited  with  622.65  points  for  the  661 
days  of  the  recorded  test  against  the 
previous  high  of  620.40  which  was  also 
established  in  the  Pennsylvania  test  in  the 
1938-39  test  year;  two-year-old  pen,  also 
Single  Comb  White  Leghorns  owned  by 
Mr.  Hanson,  credited  with  6640.90 
points,  breaking  the  previous  record  of 
6560.15  also  made  in  this  test  last  year; 
pen  of  three-year-old  birds,  test  period 
of  1027  days,  Single  Comb  White  Leg- 
horns owned  by  Schwegler's  Hatchery, 
credited  with  9156.25  points  breaking  the 
previous  record  of  8685.50  points  made 
last  year  in  the  Vineland  test  and  the 
pen  of  four-year-old  birds,  test  period 
1392  days,  also  leghorns  owned  by  the 
Schwegler's  Hatchery,  credited  with 
10808.25  points  breaking  the  record  made 
two  years  ago  at  the  Vineland  test. 

The  pen  of  Rhode  Island  Reds  which 
broke  the  world's  record  for  that  breed, 
was  the  leading  pen  in  the  test  with  a 
total  of  4089.70  points.  A  total  of  51 
birds  were  credited  with  300  points  and 
300  eggs  or  more  during  the  test  year 
of  357  days  compared  with  a  total  of 
34  birds  having  attained  that  production 
record  last  year.  The  highest  producing 
bird  in  the  test  was  one  from  the  Rhode 
Island  Red  record  pen  which  won  361.50 
points  and  produced  331  eggs  compared 
with  355.55  points  and  334  eggs  for  the 
high  bird  last  year. 

The  egg  production  for  the  entire  test 
averaged  59.95  percent  compared  with 
57.90  percent  last  year.  The  average 
number  of  points  per  bird  averaged  220.96 
compared  with  212.86  last  year;  the 
average  number  of  eggs  per  bird  is  213.20 
compared  with  206.70  last  year;  the 
average  weight  per  dozen  eggs  is  24.72 
ounces  compared  with  24.06  last  year. 
The  rate  of  mortality  is  16.56  compared 
with  19.27  percent  last  year. 

For  the  first  time  in  any  world  records 
a  bird  of  the  Anconas  breed  is  officially 
credited  with  having  produced  300  eggs 
in  one  year.  The  bird  winning  the  dis- 
tinction exactly  hit  the  300  mark  but  is 
credited  with  328.40  points.  The  weight 
of  eggs  per  dozen  establishes  the  point 
credits,  the  base  being  24  ounces  to  the 
dozen. 

LABOR  SHORTAGE  WILL 
CAUSE    CROP    LOSSES 

SHORTAGE  of  labor  in  some  in- 
stances and  declared  inability  to  pay 
the  demanded  rate  in  other  cases  will 
cause  a  loss  of  some  late  vegetables  in 
the  Rucks-Philadelphia  area,  according  to 
reports  to  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. Yields  of  most  crops  are  said  to 
be  good  but  estimates  of  the  amount  of 
abandonment  cannot  be  made  until  later 
in  the  season. 


LATE  TRUCK  CROPS 
AIDED  BY  FAVORABLE 
WEATHER   CONDITIONS 

COOL  weather  and  frosts  in  many 
areas  of  the  State  during  the  last 
part  of  September  brought  to  an  end  all 
growth  of  truck  crops  in  those  sections, 
excepting  that  of  the  cool  weather  crops, 
according  to  the  latest  crop  report  of  the 
Federal-State  Crop  Reporting  Service,  is- 
sued  by   the   Department  of   Agriculture. 

The  cooler  weather,  however,  has 
brought  an  increased  demand  for  cabbage 
and  supplies  from  most  areas  are  moving 
in  better  volume.  Domestic  cabbage  sup- 
plies are  still  fairly  heavy  in  most  sec- 
tions and  in  some  localities  is  reported  to 
be  rotting  and  bursting  in  the  fields.  The 
Danish  crop  in  the  Erie  area  is  head- 
ing well  in  the  late  fields  but  the  blight 
has  appeared  and  may  reduce  the  crop 
to  some  extent.  Marketings  are  under 
way  with  excellent  yields  reported.  Much 
of  the  crop  has  moved  from  the  Columbia, 
Schuylkill  area  and  supplies  have  begun 
to  diminish.  Dry  weather  during  the 
growing  season  lowered  yields  consider- 
ably in  Indiana  County.  Crop  movement 
for  the  State  as  a  whole  is  expected  to 
reach  peak  volume  during  early  November. 

Rainfalls  and  favorable  weather  has 
greatly  improved  celery  prospects  in  the 
Bucks-Philadelphia  area.  Light  yields 
were  obtained  from  early  harvested 
fields.  Market  demand  was  slow.  Harvest 
in  volume  got  started  during  the  week 
of  October  5,  with  heavy  supplies  avail- 
able throughout  the  season. 

The  late  spinach  crop  in  the  Bucks- 
Philadelphia  area  advanced  rapidly  dur- 
ing September  and  supplies  are  now  mov- 
ing in  volume.  Many  plantings  are  being 
cut  earlier  than  usual  due  to  the  good 
market  now  prevailing.  Early  yields  have 
been  fair  with  later  yields  expected  to 
show  considerable  improvement  since  the 
rainfall  of  late  September.  A  very  good 
crop  is  in  prospect  with  acreage  and  yields 
expected  to  be  better  than  last  year  and 
above  average. 

The  digging  of  rutabagas  and  turnips 
is  just  getting  under  way  in  the  Bucks- 
Philadelphia  area  and  crop  prospects  ap- 
pear to  be  better  than  for  a  number  of 
years. 

Late  carrot  fields  in  the  southeast  and 
the  Bucks-Philadelphia  area  look  good 
as  tops  show  a  luxuriant  growth.  Late 
rains  will  aid  growth  and  advance 
maturity  of  the  crop.  Early  yields  are 
varied  with  some  carrots  unusually  long 
and  of  high  quality  while  others  are 
very  rough.  Marketings  will  increase 
steadily  through  October  as  demand  is 
fairly  good. 

Broccoli  production  in  the  Bucks-Phila- 
delphia area  will  be  above  last  year  as 
the  acreage  and  yields  are  higher  than  a 
year  ago.  There  is  an  active  demand 
for  fresh  market  and  quick  freeze  sup- 
plies. Much  of  the  crop  is  ready  for 
harvest  but  the  lack  of  labor  for  harvest- 
ing may  cause  a  loss  of  some  supplies. 
Movement  in  volume  will  continue  through 
October  and  be  over  early  in  November. 

Beet  fields  in  the  Bucks-Philadelphia 
area  have  shown  considerable  improve- 
ment and  the  rains  of  late  September  will 
be  beneficial  to  the  sizing  of  beets.  Mar- 
ketings will  continue  at  about  the  present 
volume  during  this  month. 

103,376     SPECIMENS 
EXAMINED  IN  MONTH 

DURING  the  month  of  September  a 
total  of  103,376  specimens  were  ex- 
amined for  disease  at  the  laboratory  of 
the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture.  Of  that 
number  64,044  specimens  were  those  of 
chickens,  most  of  which  were  for  the 
determination  of  the  existence  of  pullorum 
disease.  Specimens  relating  to  cattle,  most 
of  which  were  for  the  identification  of 
Bang's  disease,  totaled   39,176. 

Of  the  total  specimens  35  were  of  dogs 
to  determine  the  existence  of  rabies  and 
21  of  that  number  were  found  to  be  posi- 
tive. It  is  reported  that  50  persons  and 
69  animals  were  bitten  or  exposed  to  the 
rabid  dogs  in  the  areas  where  they  were 
found  which  included  Allegheny,  Beaver, 
Centre,  Crawford,  Delaware,  Fayette, 
Mercer,  Philadelphia,  Venango,  Washing- 
ton and  Westmoreland  counties. 

Department  Records 

Records  showing  production  of  the 
major  farm  crops  of  Pennsylvania,  on 
file  in  the  State  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, date  back  to  1866. 
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111  THOUGH  the  surveys  of  the 
li  specialists  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant 
'•'*     r  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 


show  a"  over-all   reduction   in   the 
Maliiicf  of  the  corn  borer  in  previously 

^ted  areas   in   this    State,    the    report 

/completed  reveals  a  wide  extension 
".  ^.^.gr  to  sections  which  have  always 

Vfree  of  that  destructive  pest,  which 
r.'  declared  is  a  cause  for  much  con- 
l^  For  the  first  time  the  borer  was 
Ivirted  to  have  infested  areas  in  Lebanon, 
r.-v  Cumberland  and  Adams  counties 
",'  survevs  conducted  show  an  infesta- 
n  of  18.8  stalks  in  each  100  in  the 
tier  county.  Infestation  in  the  newly 
rveved  counties  were  one  stalk  in  each 
I)  for  Lebanon  and  Perry  and  1.6  stalks 

Cumberland.   The  borer  is  also  known 

have  invaded  ^'ork  County  this  year, 
rjt  it  was  not  possible  to  make  a  survey 
i  that  section. 

In  the  previously  infested  areas  reduc- 
-11?  were  found  from  the  extent  to 
;;ich  the  borer  prevailed  last  year  ex- 
'-iting  in    Northampton    County    where 

average  of  40.1  stalks  in  each  100 
vre  f'>und  to  be  infested  compared  ^^  ith 

last  year,  and  in  Lancaster  County 
kre  the  rate  of  infestation  was  2v3.5 
i-3l!;<;  compared  with  19  last  year.  In  the 
itsted  counties  in  the  northern  and  cen- 
'!  parts  of  the  State,  only  the  single 
II 'led  borer  still  prevails  but  in  the 
3>;ern  and  southeastern  areas  the  double 

•(led  specie  abounds. 

Thf  survey  shows  the  following  situa- 

!!>:  ill   the   cr^unties    aside    from    those 

::h  were   surveyed   this   year    for    the 

t  time:   Number  of  infested   stalks  in 

ich   100    stalks.    Krie,    31.9,    last    vear, 

'r,   Crawford.    11.6,    last    year    25.2; 

liana.  1.1 ;   Armstrong,  4  9.   no   survey 

•t  vear    in    each    of    those    counties ; 

'litre,  9.7.   last   year.   28;    Bucks,    59.7. 

-t  vear.    73;    Monigomcrv,    64.7.    last 

:!r,97:  Berks.  16.5.  last  year.  34.   West- 

'cland   County   has   been    free   of    the 

•'  for  two  successive  years,  according 

the  survey. 

!n  reviewing  the  situation,  it  is  declared 
•  it  is  of  vital  importance  that   farm- 

■  in  all  areas  practice  control  measures 
every  detail  to  decrease  the  infestation 
I  to  prevent   the    spread   of    this    dis- 

trous  nest  which  can  and  in  many  cases 
^  cause  destruction  of  entire  fields 
our  most  important  farm  crop.  Con- 
I  measures    to   be    effective    must    be 

■iCticed  by  all   farmers  and  this  should 

'!"ne  religif.usly  to  prevent  the  serious 
?Hquences  which  this  pest  can  cause. 
j^incc  the  borer  spends  the  winters  in 
-~  norm  stage  in  corn  and  thick 
"nniid  weeds  the  destruction  of  those 
''^'rm?  places  constitutes  the  best 
'^wn  means  of  contr<il.  This  practice 
J  worked  quite  successfully  in  areas 
"'•e  tlie  pest  has  prevailed  for  some 
*    Destrtjction  of  the  wn'nter  shelters 

■  '"f'  worm  may  be  accomplished  by 
|;''"ne^  shredding  and  disposing  of  the 
^^^•^throuph  manure  heaps  which  should 
^^  well  tramped.  Plowing  under  will 
';''".v  tlie  borer  if  the  corn   stalks  are 

'-'•Iv  cnvererl.  Any  parts  remaining  on 
'.surface  will  not  only  save  the  borers 

f^n  them  but  will  also  serve  as  shelter- 
Placpc,  for  borers  which  leave  the 
^-'^s  which  were  plowed  under.  The 
:;nction  „f  the  winter  sheltering 
^Jes  must  be  completed  bv  Mav  1  or 
^'f    Moflerately  late  planting  o'f  corn 

j.  also  lessen  the  number  of  borers  in 

['"^ecticides  may  be  used  on  sweet 
protenone  and  nicotine  being  effective, 
VrK^^^?'  applications  are  necessary 
n2  r!'  ^'"''  "1^'^^^  of  control  ex- 
LJ-  J"^  destruction  of  the  winter 
h'tr  K  ^  "ic  cheapest  control  method, 
r  •  oe  successful  must  be  practiced  by 
pntire  community. 

kdin"^'"''f  l""  P'""P^'"ess  is  reported  in  the 
[M  'f^u^  resistant  corn  hybrids 
V^i'T  ^"^    ^weet    corn     strains. 

\nv^  ^^^   procure    information    from 
Mr  ^^'■'^"'^"'■al  extension  agents  rela- 
'"  those  varieties. 

First  Crop  Report 

4i?^i^  l^t'Partment  of   Agriculture 

Vjrf'       ^^^  ^^'■"1  crop  report  in   1902. 

Lk    T''^.  previously   compiled    from 

f'^'culture  ^'    ^-     ^^P^*"*'"^"*    of 


NEW  OCT.  1  RECORD 
IN  MILK  PRODUCTION 
REACHED   IN   PENNA. 

AVERAGE  milk  production  per  cow  in 
.  herds  on  Pennsylvania  farms  on 
October  1  reached  17.6  pounds,  the  highest 
figure  for  that  date  on  record,  according 
to  the  Federal-State  Crop  Reporting  sur- 
vey released  by  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. Seasonal  decline,  however,  in  the 
average  per  cow  production  was  indicated 
to  be  alxjut  double  the  usual  decrease 
from  September  1  to  October  1. 

Condition  of  pastures  was  reported  to 
be  good  and  dairymen  reported  56  per- 
cent of  their  feed  to  dairy  cows  coming 
from  that  source.  However,  barn  feed- 
ing is  rapidly  becoming  general  with  in- 
dications pointing  to  a  grain  feeding  rate 
on  October  1  only  slightly  below  the 
high  record  for  that  date  reached  last 
year. 

One  of  the  important  factors  in  the 
Pennsylvania  dairy  situation  for  1943  is 
the  feed  supply  situation  and,  while  some 
of  the  statistics  are  more  or  less  pre- 
liminary, they  do  provide  a  tentative 
appraisal  of  feed  prospects.  Roughage 
supplies  appear  to  be  eight  percent  more 
than  last  year.  Despite  farm  labor  short- 
ages and  poor  curing  weather  the  hay 
crop  this  year  is  about  a  fifth  larger 
than  a  year  ago  but  total  supplies  are 
offset  by  the  small  carry-over  of  hay 
stocks  from  last  year.  Silage  crops  are 
expected  to  be  somewhat  above  last  year 
because  of  better  yields.  However,  in 
some  sections  the  quality  of  the  hay  is 
low  and  feeding  demands  may  be  as  much 
as  four  percent  greater  than  last  season 
because  of  greater  cattle  ruimbers. 

Carry-over  stocks  of  corn,  wheat  and 
oats  on  farms  at  the  beginning  of  October 
were  eight  percent  smaller  than  a  year 
ago.  Production  of  wheat  and  oats  was 
also  smaller  than  last  season  but  has  been 
offset  by  a  grain  corn  output  that  is  ex- 
pected to  be  larger  than  a  year  ago  and 
also  to  a  lesser  extent  by  larger  sup- 
plies of  barley,  rye  and  buckwheat.  Total 
grain  supplies  on  farms  in  Pennsylvania 
can  not  at  this  time  be  expected  to  be 
much  different  from  a  year  ago,  with 
some  likelihood  that  they  may  be  one  or 
two  percent  smaller  depending  on  how 
w^ell  this  year's  corn  crop  husks  out. 
While  the  increase  in  grain-animal  con- 
suming units  in  the  State  is  rather  in- 
definite at  this  time  they  probably  will 
show  as  much  as  a  four  percent  increase 
on  January  1  next  year.  This  increase 
would  mean  a  smaller  amount  of  home- 
grown feed  per  animal  unit  for  the  com- 
ing winter  feeding  season  than  was  avail- 
able last  winter. 

Increased  demand  for  livestock  and 
livestock  products  may  cause  feed  prices 
to  advance  in  1943.  Advances  in  feed 
grain  prices  in  the  early  part  of  1943 
will  be  limited  by  the  large  supplies  of 
feed  available,  by  the  feed-wheat  pro- 
gram, and  by  ceilintrs  already  established 
on  feed  prices  and  livestock  products.  In 
the  latter  part  of  1943,  prospects  for  feed 
gr.ain  production  and  ceiling-price  regu- 
lations will  be  primary  factors  influenc- 
ing feed  prices. 

Prices  to  producers  of  milk  for  fluid 
consumption  are  beginning  to  edge  up- 
wards under  the  influence  of  seasonal 
factors.  September  dairy  product  markets 
continued  firm  with  sharp  advances 
registered  on  butter  and  cheese,  and 
moderate  advances  on  other  products. 

SMALL  PERCENTAGE 
OF  CATTLE  HAVE  TB. 

THAT  the  program  of  the  retesting 
of  herds  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  is  effectively 
operating  to  hold  at  a  minimum  tubercu- 
losis in  cattle  of  Pennsylvania  is  shown 
by  the  monthly  reports  submitted  to  Sec- 
retary John  H.  Light.  During  the  month 
of  September  a  total  of  33.266  cattle 
were  tested  of  which  only  130  were 
found  to  be  infected  with  the  disease. 
This  shows  an  infection  of  only  four 
tenths  of  one  percent  of  all  the  cattle 
tested  during  that  period.  It  is  stated 
that  this  situation  is  not  only  most  grati- 
fying but  is  of  great  importance  as  well 
to  the  farmer  in  that  control  of  disease  is 
the  vital  factor  in  any  farm  operation. 
This  is  of  still  greater  importance  at  this 
time  when  ever  greater  production  is 
necessary  for  the  war  effort.  It  is  also 
an  accomplishment  through  which  the 
State  is  saved  much  money  because  of  the 
reduction  in  indemnity  payments. 


RECORD  LEVELS  ARE 
BEING  ESTABLISHED 
IN  EGG  PRODUCTION 

UNDER  the  impetus  of  the  war 
effort  Pennsylvania  egg  production 
in  September  was  four  percent  above 
that  of  the  comparable  month  last  year 
and  for  the  first  three  quarters  of  this 
year  was  11  percent  greater  than  during 
the  similar  period  of  1941,  according  to 
the  Federal-State  Crop  Reporting  sur- 
vey issued  by  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. The  increase  in  number  of  layers 
in  farm  flocks  which  begins  in  September 
has  been  well  under  the  rate  of  the  past 
two  years.  The  addition  to  pullets  to 
farm  flocks  is  offset  to  a  variable  extent 
by  the  culling  of  old  layers.  Potential 
layers  to  be  added  to  the  farm  flocks  on 
October  1  were  indicated  to  be  about  the 
same  as  on  the  comparable  date  last  year. 

The  number  of  layers  is  reported  to  be 
12,590,000  compared  with  12,282,000  a 
month  earlier  and  12,153.000  in  September, 
1941.  The  number  of  eggs  produced  is 
given  as  138  million  compared  with  165 
million  in  August  and  133  million  in 
September  a  year  ago.  The  monthly 
number  of  eggs  per  layer  is  placed  at  11, 
the  same  as  a  year  earlier,  which  com- 
pares with  13.5  in  August. 

Egg  markets  continued  firm  through- 
out September  and  further  price  ad- 
vances occurred.  It  is  reported  in  some 
places  that  retail  prices  have  reached  a 
point  where  they  have  caused  a  shifting 
in  consumer  buying  from  top  to  medium 
or  lower  qualities,  although  the  meat  situa- 
tion on  the  other  hand  has  probably  caused 
a  wider  than  usual  use  of  eggs.  Prices 
have  followed  rather  sharp  upward 
trends  in  most  markets  this  month.  The 
advances  have  been  greatest  on  the  higher 
grades,  which  at  New  York  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  month  were  four  to  five 
cents  above  September  1  prices,  compared 
with  an  advance  of  about  one  and  one- 
half  cents  on  average  quality  eggs. 
Government  purchases  during  the  month 
for  lend-lease  included  approximately 
12,000  cases.  The  principal  Government 
buying  has  been  dried  eggs,  which  for 
the  month  amounted  to  approximately  10 
million  pounds. 

Except  for  the  fairly  active  trading 
which  occurred  incident  to  the  Jewish 
holidays  just  before  the  middle  of  the 
month.  September  live  poultry  markets 
lacked  strength,  and  for  the  most  part 
might  be  classed  as  weak.  Some  rather 
sharp  price  changes  occurred  on  young 
stocks,  with  a  general  downward  tendency 
noted  on  this  class,  particularly  in  east- 
ern markets  where  live  poultry  is  a  major 
item.  Other  markets  shared  in  this 
tendency  to  a  lesser  degree,  and  in  a  few, 
prices  on  some  classes  moved  upward. 

Chick  hatching  began  earlier  than  usual 
this  year  and  the  demand  for  chicks  has 
been  good  all  year,  especially  during  the 
past  month  in  response  to  the  Govern- 
ment's appeal  to  produce  more  poultry 
meat  this  fall  and  winter.  The  present 
demand  for  chicks  is  greater  than  the 
supply  which  is  limited  by  the  available 
supply   of   good  hatching   eggs. 

Reports  from  commercial  poultry  es- 
tablishments show  that  the  average  price 
received  per  dozen  eggs  was  42.5  cents 
compared  with  40  cents  a  month  earlier 
and  35.7  cents  in   September,   1941. 

The  report  states  that  the  average  cost 
of  100  pounds  of  laying  mash  was  $2.95 
compared  with  $2.92  a  month  before  and 
$2.59  in  September,  1941.  The  cost  of 
100  pounds  of  scratch  feed  on  the  same 
dates  ^yas  $2.21,  $2.18  and  $1.98.  Last 
month  it  took  73  eggs  to  equal  the  value 
of  100  pounds  of  feed  compared  with 
76  eggs  a  month  earlier  and  77  eggs  a 
year  previously. 

FARM  WAGE  INDEX  IS 
NEARING  HIGH  LEVEL 

THE  United  States  index  of  farm 
wage  rates  stood  at  202  on  July  1, 
when  1910-14  is  taken  as  100.  according 
to  statistics  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. On  January  1.  1941.  this  index 
stood  aat  124.  the  subsequent  rapid  rise 
bringing  it  to  166  on  January  1.  this  year, 
then  continuing  to  the  July  1  figure.  The 
highest  annual  average  in  this  series  was 
in  1920  when  the  index  was  242.  The 
farm  wage  index  dropped  sharply  from 
the  1920  level  to  151  in  1922,  rose  during 
the  late  1920's  to  180  in  1929.  dropped 
to  85  in  1933.  rose  to  126  in  1937  and 
fluctuated  aroimd  that  level  until  the  be- 
ginning of  1941. 
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I'  '  v'vania  compiled  by  the  Fed- 

Rmtc   Crop    Reporting    Service 

■' '  1 1  le  change  in  previous  fore- 

P  ,rd   increases   over    last   year 

H'^,"  ao'^les   and   pears   and   de- 

:-'^"  in   the    volume    of    peaches 

;'.  cherries. 

'val  indicated    apple    production 

••frd  at  10,802,000  bushels  com- 

'^^1   with    8,643.000     bushels    last 

The   pear    production    is    in- 

''•  A  In  ^^e  472,000  bushels  com- 
■•^''■•^^^th  350,000  bushels  last 
i'?  Apples  are  placed  above  the 
hus  10-year  average  of  9,- 
Sllii  bushels,  while  pears  show 
*;;Vfrum  that  average  which  is 
;:iJoo  bushels.  _ 

I^dicated    production    of    Peaches 

,711000  bushe.s  compared  with 
fuVuOO  bushels  last  year  and  the 
li  ious  10-year  average  of  1,- 
tsGOO  bushels.  The  cherry  crop 
f  Si^ated  to  be  9300  tons  com- 
t"d  with  9300  tons  last  year  and 

■  lO-yoar     average     of 


of 


v.  prtvious 
'■■1  tens 

Harvesting  of  the  late  crop 
i  .s  has  passed  the  peak  in  the 
■imn--"ial  areas  but  at  tlie  time 
|.  i  about  70  percent  of  the  crop 
k  b"cn  picked  but  when  most  of 
f"  ♦  whch  remained  was  of  the 
tea  late  varieties,  rains  and  winds 
-  believed  to  have  caused  from 
^rto  50  percent  of  the  remaining 
Li.>s  to  iall  to  the  ground  which 

Vthem    out    of    the    first    grade 
Delaying  sprays  were  applied 

many  areas  this  year  in  anticipa- 
[on  of  shortages  of  pickers,  but 
"e  said   to   have    been    ineffective. 

For  the  first  time  in  this  State. 
thydrating  of  apples  is  taking  a 
trominent  place  in  the  processing 
tdustry.  A  number  of  processing 
bms  have  installed  machinery  for 
he  purpose  and  a  considerable  por- 
r:in  of  the  crop  has  been  purchased 

r  dehydrating.  All  apples  proc- 
eed in  that  manner  are  sold  to 
:.e  Federal  government. 

WEATHER  FAVORABLE 
TO  VEGETABLE  CROPS 

Iv'IELDS    ot    Danish    cabbage    in 
11  ihe  Waterford,  Erie  County  area 
l:.?vc  been    very    good    in    sprayed 
fceids  while   the   crop    has    blighted 
liadiy  in   others,    according    to    the 
kvey   of    the    Federal- State    Crop 
JR^Dorting    Service.       Har\est     was 
Iceiaycd  somewhat  by  the  unfavor- 
lible  condition   of  the   fields   due   to 
\u\  weather. 
Yields  of  the  late  crop  of  cabbage 
:.  Indiana  County  are  also  reported 
|-  be  Rood  in  some  fields  but  poor 
a  many    ethers    due    to    the    dry 
Iwcather  during   August.     Yields   of 
ISavoy  and  Danish   have   been   good 
I",  tne    southeastern    counties    and 
liTiarkctinRs    have    passed    the    peak 
jvulume.    The  crop  in  the  Columbia- 
jLuzernc-Schuylkill  area  moved  out 
I'opidly  this  year   and   supplies   are 
m  the  decline.    In  that  area  as  well 
h  in  the  Eric  County  section  quite 
|a  number  of  fields  of  domestic  cab- 
liisge  have  not  been  cut  due  to  the 
lack  of    transportation,    the    u.sual 
I-umber  of  buyers'  trucks  not  hav- 
ing made  an  appearance  at  the  mar- 
'*ting  period. 

Ij,^'2!g-ng  of  the   late   beets   in    the 
P^^cks-Philadelphia    area    for    stor- 
pf    and     marketing     during      the 
I'^inter  niontiis    is    well    under    way 
Y'-^  supplies    will    be    available    in 
pod  volume  for  the  current  market 
■j:Jij    the    forepart     of    November. 
[I^siketing  of  broccoli  will  taper  off 
|:iiring  the  forepart   of   this    month 
"•^n  the  harvest  draws  to  a  close. 
Harvesting  of  the  late  carrot  crop 
5  .that    area    is    well    under    way 
'•I'Ch    is    somewhat     earlier     than 
pjual  due   to   the    rapid    growth    of 
f\  crop    during     September     and 
r^jy,  October.     Much    of    the    crop 
h''l  be  stored   for   marketing   dur- 
■•■'2  the  winter  months. 

inroufihout  the  State  celery 
"^'Ps  improved  considerably  during 
3'  ^'arly  part  of  Octf)ber  and  sup- 
P^'^'S  from  the  Bucks-Philadelphia 
I  area  reached  the  peak  during  the 
latter  part  of  October  but  will  be 
mailable  in  considerable  volume 
roughout  this  month.  Quality  of 
'^  «i^op  is  excellent,  cool  weather 
a  adequate  spraying  having 
I  M  i^^^y  crops  to  outgrow  the 
|gnted  condition  which  existed 
rher. 

I J^  peak  of  the  movement  to 
L,  ^^f  the  spinach  crop  is  being 
V*  u  ^^vorable  weather  condi- 
i;^  brought  fine  yields  of  ex- 
l^t  quality. 


15  STATES  LISTED 
IN  EGO  LAYING  TEST 

WITH  1079  birds  entered  bring- 
ing the  load  to  capacity,  the 
twelfth  annual  Pennsylvania  Official 
Egg  Laying  Test,  conducted  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  is  un- 
der way.  The  second  week  showed 
egg  production  of  42.63  percent  or  a 
total  production  of  6439  eggs.  In 
addition  to  those  from  this  State 
breeders  have  entered  birds  from 
Oregon.  New  York,  Michigan,  In- 
diana, Maryland,  New  Jersey,  Cali- 
fornia, Ohio,  Missouri,  Ontario, 
Can.,  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut, 
Massachusetts,  Georgia  and  Iowa. 

PENNA.  POTATO  CROP 
IS  INDICATED  TO  BE 
LOWEST  IN  41  YEARS 

THE  latest  estimates  of  the  Fed- 
eral-State Crop  Reporting  Serv- 
ice   issued    by    the    Department    of 
Agriculture,  place  the  total  produc- 
tion     of      the      1942      Pennsylvania 
potato    crop    at    17,380,000    bushels, 
which     is     a     reduction     of     790.000 
bushels  below  the  production  which 
was  indicated   on   September   1   and 
3,160,000  bushels  under  the  produc- 
tion of  last  year.     If  the  final  figure 
remains   at   the   latest   estimate,   the 
1943   production  will  be  the  lowest 
in  41  years,  records  of  the  Depart- 
ment   of    Agriculture    showing    that 
production    since    1901,    which    was 
17,020,000     bushels    has    each    year 
been    above    the    present    estimate. 
The   average   for  the   past    10   years 
is  24.924,000  bushels. 

The  estimated  yield  per  acre  is 
110  bushels  for  this  year  which 
compares  with  130  bushels  last  year 
and  a  previous  10-year  average  of 
120  bushels. 

Weather  during  most  of  Septem- 
ber was  favorable  for  harvesting  of 
the  late  crop.  Heavy  rains  late  in 
the  month  occurred  in  the  western 
counties  and  digging  was  delayed 
by  the  wet  condition  of  many  fields. 
Yields  of  late  varieties  generally 
are  light  showing  the  effects  of  the 
eariv  blight  and  rot  due  to  the  wet 
season.  Many  fields  in  northern 
areas  which  are  badly  blighted  will 
be  abandoned,  others  will  not  be  dug 
due  to  high  labor  cost  or  the  in- 
ability to  secure  help. 

Most  crops  have  been  damaged  by 
blight    and    early    digging    revealed 
much  rot.    A  heavy  abandonment  is 
expected   as   many   failures   are   re- 
ported. Blight  and  rot  have  reduced 
yields     in      the     Columbia-Luzerne 
area   although   larger  growers   have 
fair    crops.     Katahdin    and    Sebago 
w^ere    of    nice    size    with    some    rot. 
Blight  on  these  varieties  was  not  a 
serious  factor.  In  the  Lehigh-North- 
ampton   area    both    these    varieties 
v/ere   fairly    good    crops    and    Rural 
Russet    turned    out    good    on    well 
sprayed     fields.     Weeds    and    hard, 
dry   ground    made    digging   difficult. 
In  the   Somerset-Cambria   mountain 
area   blight   and   rot  took  25    to    40 
percent  of    the    anticipated    crop   in 
some     fields,     others     are     ^adding 
fairly    large    size    tubers    but    with 
some  rot  showing.  In  the  Southeast- 
ern    counties    Sebago    yields    were 
fairly   good.    Other  varieties,  espec- 
ially    Katahdins,     rbtted     in     many 
fields    during    the    wet    weather    in 
August.     Bucks  County  yields  were 
good   and  the   tubers   large   in  spite 

of  rot. 

More  than  half  the  acreage  m  the 
State  is  planted  to  Rurals.  while 
Katahdin  accounts  for  about  one- 
fifth,  Chippewa  for  about  five  per- 
cent. Green  Mountain  for  five  per- 
cent, and  Cobblers  for  ten  percent. 
The  balance  was  planted  to  miscel- 
laneous varieties  with  Sebago  being 
the  most  prominent. 

ASKING  FARMERS  TO 
STORE  SOYBEAN  CROP 

THE    Department   of    Agriculture 
has  been  informed  that  the  Fed- 
eral Government  is  urging  farmers 
to    store    soybeans    on    their    farms 
wherever    possible    because    of    in- 
sufficient   commercial     storage    and 
transportation    facilities     to     handle 
the  large  crop,  and  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  possible  loss   of  this  valu- 
able product.   It  is  pointed  out  that 
only  a  limited  quantity  of  soybeans 
can    be    marketed    immediately    but 
that    farmers    will    be   protected   on 
farm-stored     beans     through     Com- 
modity    Credit     Cooperation     loans, 
storage     payments     and     purchases. 
The  latest  indications  place  the  total 
yield    in    Pennsylvania   of   soybeans 
for    beans   at  612,000    bushels    com- 
pared with  a  total  of  225,000  bushels 
last    year.     The    acreage    this    year 
planted   to  this  crop   is  35,000  acres 
compared  with  15,000  acres  last  year. 


HEAVY  DECLINES  ARE 
SEEN  IN  PRODUCTION 
OF  OATS,  TOBACCO 

C^'ONSIDERABLE  reductions  are 
><made  in  the  latest  survey  of  the 
Federal-State  Crop  Reporting  Serv- 
ice issued  by  the  Department  of  Ag- 
riculture in  the  indicated  production 
this  year  of  oats  and  tobacco,  com- 
pared with  the  indications  of  Sep- 
tember 1.  Little  change  is  noted  in 
the  other  principal  crops. 

The    latest    figure    indicates    that 
the     Pennsylvania     oats     crop     will 
amount   to   26,280.000    bushels   com- 
pared with  indications  of  27,156,000 
bushels  on  September  1  and  the  to- 
bacco  crop    is   now   indicated   to  be 
4G. 716. 000     pounds     compared     with 
the     earlier      figure      oi     50,795,000 
Dounds.      In   the  case    of  oats    it  is 
indicated    that    the   yield    per    acre 
will  drop   from   an   average   of   34.5 
bushels  last  year  to  30  bushels  this 
year  and  that  the  tobacco  yield  will 
be    1392    pounds    to    the    acre    com- 
pared   with    1471    pounds    in     1941. 
Both  yields  are  still  above  the  pre- 
vious   10-year    average    which    for 
oats  is  28.4  bushels  and  for  tobacco, 
1241  pounds. 

Corn  production  indications  re- 
main the  same  as  they  were  in  the 
previous  survey,  53,206,000  bushels 
with  an  indicated  yield  per  acre  of 
44.5  bushels  compared  with  41.5  last 
year  and  a  total  increase  of  about 
five  million  bushels  above  the  1941 
figure.  Wheat  production  indica- 
tions are  also  unchanged  at  15,463,- 
000  bushels  which  is  more  than  a 
million  and  a  quarter  bushels  lower 
than  last  year  and  nearly  four  mil- 
lion bushels  below  the  previous  10- 
vcar  average.  The  average  yield 
per  acre  is  placed  at  19  bushels 
compared  with  19.5  bushels  last 
year. 

A  slight  gain  over  previous  in- 
dications is  noted  in  barley  produc- 
tion which  is  placed  at  4,098,000 
bushels;  rye  remains  the  same  as 
841.000  bushels,  and  buckwheat  is 
also  unchanged  at  2,080,000  bushels 
which  is  approximately  200,000 
bushels  below   last  year. 

Hay  production  is  indicated  to  be 
3,432^000  tons  about  equal  to  pre- 
vious indication  figures  but  nearly 
four  minion  tons  greater  than  the 
1941  production. 

BERRY  ACREAGE 
REDUCED  FOR  1943 

THE    acreage    of    strawberries    in 
Pennsylvania  for   1943  is  placed 
at  3300  acres,  which  is  a  reduction 
of    100   acres   below    the    1942   acre- 
age, according  to  the  Federal-State 
Crop   Reporting   Service   survey   re- 
leased by  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture.     Indications    are    that    ap- 
proximately 40  percent  of  the  beds 
for    picking    next   year    will    be    old 
beds.     Throughout   the    central    and 
southeastern  areas  of  the  State  beds 
are   looking   excellent   with    a    good 
matting   of   plants.     In   the  western 
counties    unfavorable,    wet    weather 
made  cultivating  difncuit  and  weeds 
got  ahead  in  many  beds.     A  short- 
age  of   pickers   last   spring   and   the 
current    lack    of    labor    has    caused 
growers     to     reduce     new     settings, 
particularly  in  the  western  counties. 
Similar      conditions      prevail 
throughout    the    country,    the    acre- 
age  on  a   nation-wide   basis  having 
been  reduced  about  20  percent  from 
this    year    to    138,000    acres. 

REPORT  GRAPE  CROP 
AS  SATISFACTORY 

THE  grape  crop  in  the  Erie  belt 
is  most  satisfactory  this  year, 
according  to  reports  of  the  inspec- 
tors of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. Quality,  price  and  production 
are  said  to  be  considerably  better 
than  last  year.  Most  of  the  crop  is 
beii  g  purchased  for  processing. 
Not  much  of  the  fresh  fruit  is  be- 
ing shipped  as  in  former  years.  All 
of  the  production  is  sold  by  the 
growers  under  inspection  by  the 
Bureau  of  Markets  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture. 


BIG  INCREASE  IN 
CARROT  PRODUCTION 

INDICATED  production  of  carrots 
this  year  in  Pennsylvania  is  now 
placed  at  294.000  bushels  by  the 
Federal-State  Crop  Reporting  Serv- 
ice survey.  This  compares  with  the 
production  of  229,000  bushels  har- 
vested last  year.  The  acreage  is  esti- 
mated to  be  700  acres  compared  with 
620  acres  grown  last  year.  Produc- 
tion in  all  the  late  producing  states 

s  reported  to  be  5.106,000  bushels 
compared  with   4,058,000  bushels  in 

1941. 
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uiRKED  DECLINE  IS 
¥.\^m  PRODUCTION 
PUCKWHEAT  IN  PA. 

^.THOUGH  the  yield  per  acre 
\  his  a  consistent  increase  over 
''^Ts  the  total  buckwheat  pro- 
tl'.e  years-      „„!„„„<«     has    beer 


in    Pennsylvania     has    been 

de 
d  : 

rk 

I  records  i" 


C'  declining   over   the   past   few 

^'      nd  in  1941  registered  near  the 

1^'^''   "rk    since    1866.    according    to 


the  State   Department    of 

j^^,^,^l.,re.     PI  eduction  records  date 

:'v  to  that  year. 
'  1  941  a  total  of  112,000  acres  were 

„  !ted  to  that  crop  which  yielded  a 

;!l  of  2,240,000  bushels  or  an  average 

id  per  acre  of  20  bushels,   one   of 

rhighest  on  record.     The  average 

■cp   per    bushel    received     by     the 

L.r  was  61  cents  giving  the  crop  a 

Ue  of  $1,366,000.     The  largest  acre- 

:e  ill  any  county  was  that  in  Craw- 

lo'rd  wUh  9,980  acres  and  a  yield  per 

\Z  0^  241  Which  was   only   slightly 

e°;d  by  Lehigh  county  with  24.2 

Sels  per  acre,  the  highest  yield  in 

V^Llll  of  the  State.     Total  pro- 

rion?n  Crawford  County  was  240.- 

fKs'nd  at  a  pri^^  61  c^ 

ner  bushel,  is  valued  at  $146,720      i.e- 

S"h  county    with    the    highest    per 

acre  yield  had  only  220  acres  planted 

to  the  crop. 

The  next  county  in  acreage  was 
Bradford  with  9.720  acre^.  but  the 
yield  per  acre  was  18.4  bushels  per 
acre  makmg  the  total  production  178.- 
E50  bushels  which  at  an  average  price 
of  61  cents,  had  a  value  of  $109,100. 
Greene  County  had  the  smallest  acre- 
a-^e  the  total  being  only  20  acres  and 
the  yield  was  only  13.6  bushels  per 
acre  giving  a  total  producUon  of  270 
bushels. 

The  counties  listed  with  more  than 
5,000  acres  planted  to  the  crop  in  ad- 
dition to  Crawford  and  Bradford,  are 
Erie,  6.980:  Tioga.  9,150;    Indiana,    6.- 
120;  Jeffer-son,  5.900;    Somerset.   5.950. 
Counties  with  less  than  100  acres  be- 
sides Greene  are  Cameron,  40;  Beaver, 
50:   Allegheny,    60;    Washington.    30; 
Cumberland.  50;  Franklin,  70;   Phila- 
delphia, 50.    The  lowest  yield  per  acre 
was  in  Huntingdon   County   with    an 
average  of  12.2  bushels  from  410  acres 
(planted. 
In  1866  total  buckwheat  production 
in  the  State  was  2,850.000  bushels  from 
190,000  acres,  giving  an  average  yield 
of  15  bushels  per  acre.     Acreage  con- 
tinued around  that  figtire   until    1872 
when  it  was  increased  to  205,000  acres 
and  from    then    shows    gradual    in- 
creases with  some  annual   fluctations 
and  in  1918  reached  the  peak  of  325,- 
000  acres.    Yield  per  acre  shows  con- 
sistent improvement  and  in  the  peak 
year  reached  17  bushels  per  acre.    TTie 
highest  recorded  yield  was  reached  in 
1938  when  the  average  was  22.5  bushels. 
The  lowest  average  yield  was  in  1870 
h'hen  only  13  bushels   were   procured 
per  acre.     The  highest  total  produc- 
tion was  procured  in   1918,   the   peak 
acreage  year,  but  that  figure  of  5,525,- 
WO  bushels    is    not    far    above    1911 
Phen  5,384,000  bushels  were  produced 
■rom  291.000  acres,  as  a  result  of  an 
Peerage  yield  of  18.5  bushels  per  acre. 

HEAVY  DECREASE  IN 
P^HEAT  STORED  IN  PA. 

Stocks  of  old  wheat  in  interior  mills, 
j'evators  and  warehouses  on  October 
I jn  Pennsylvania  show  a  consider- 
ate decline  from  those  reported  on 
"inpgrable  dates  in  previous  years 
according  to  the  Federal-State  Crop 
jeportmg  survey  issued  by  the  State 
jepartment  of  Agriculture.  The  latest 
™  is  placed  at  one  million  bushels 
compared    with    1,220,000    bushels    on 

tober  1  last  year  and  an  average  of 
'^^y-J.OOO  bushels  for  the  previous  five- 
l^^ai'  period. 

Throughout    the    country,    however. 

I J  report  states  that  the  stocks  are 

1.^  largest  in   nine   years   of   record. 

,;f  total  of  stocks  in  interior  mills, 

;ators  and   warehouses   and   stocks 
L  J'  on  farms  is  placed  at  900,448.000 

f-snels.  Kansas  leads  all  states  hsted 
jQ^^^arly  33  million  bushels  which  is 
lrr,J  ,  ^^^  figure  given  for  the  average 
'^"^  1934  to  1940 


OUTLOOK  INDICATES 
NO  INCREASE  IN  1943 
IN  VEGETABLE  CROPS 

HEAVY  increases  in  production  this 
year    of    celery    and    spinach    in 
Pennsylvania    are     indicated    by    the 
latest  survey  of  the  Federal-State  Crop 
Reporting  Service  issued  by  the  State 
Department  of  Agriculture.    The  celery 
acreage  was  increased  to  an  estimated 
900  acres  this  year  compared  with  840 
acres    last    year    and    production    is 
placed  at  243,000  crates  of  90  pounds 
each    compared    with    210,000    crates 
harvested  in  1941.     Production  in  the 
second  late  states,   comprising  Wash- 
ington, Utah,  Indiana  and  New  Jersey, 
is  indicated  to  be  486.000  crates  which 
is  31  percent  below  last  year's  harvest. 
Most  of  the  reduction  is  attributed  to 
lower  yields  per  acre  although  acreage 
was  reduced  slightly.     Yields  per  acre 
in    this    State    are    indicated    to    be 
slightly  above  last  year  and  well  above 
average. 

The  1942  production  of  late  spinach 
in  this  State  was  estimated  to  be  805,- 
000  bushels  compared  with  630.000 
bushels  harvested  last  year.  The 
average  yield  per  acre  was  placed  at 
350  bushels  compared  with  300  bushels 
a  year  ago.  Production  in  the  late 
states  as  a  whole,  which  comprise  be- 
sides Pennsylvania,  Arkansas,  Illinois, 
Maryland.  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  Okla- 
homa and  Washington,  is  indicated  to 
be  2.507,000  bushels  compared  with  2,- 
029.000  bushels  last  year. 

The  revised  estimate  of  the  1943 
asparagus  acreage  in  this  State  is  in- 
dicated to  be  2,450  acres  compared 
with  2,400  acres  which  were  cut  this 
year.  The  beds  in  the  Bucks-Philadel- 
phia area  are  reported  to  be  in  good 
condition  with  stems  making  normal 
development  of  new  "eyes"  this  Fall. 
The  latest  survey  indicated  45  percent 
of  the  beds  to  be  under  five  years  old, 
41  percent  under  10  years  and  14  per- 
cent over  10  years. 

Preliminary  reports  indicate  that  the 
United  States  acreage  of  asparagus  for 
cutting  next  year,  including  that  which 
will  be  utilized  by  canners,  will  be 
132,590  acres  which  is  one  percent 
above  the  revised  estimate  of  acreage 
harvested  this  year. 

Covering  the  vegetable  outlook  for 
1943  the  report  states  that  prices  have 
been  high  enough  to  stimulate  an  in- 
creased acreage  of  fresh  vegetables 
under  peacetime  conditions.  However, 
it  would  seem  quite  optimistic  to  ex- 
pect a  further  increase  in  1943,  par- 
ticularly in  harvested  acreage,  in  view 
of  anticipated  shortages  of  labor,  ma- 
terials, and  transportation  facilities. 
With  a  possible  reduction  in  total  fresh 
vegetable  acreage  and  prospective 
yields  somewhat  lower  than  the  ex- 
cellent yields  of  1942,  it  seems  logical 
to  expect  some  decrease  in  the  1943 
fresh  vegetable  crop. 

Significant  reductions  in  fresh  vege- 
table acreage  are  likely  to  occur  in  the 
Western  States,  where  labor  and  trans- 
portation shortages  have  already  been 
experienced.  Shortages  of  transporta- 
tion facilities  may  influence  shifts  in 
fresh  vegetable  areas  and  determine 
to  some  extent  the  type  of  vegetables 
which  will  or  will  not  be  grown. 
Eastern  and  East  Central  States  may 
need  to  increase  considerably  their 
fresh  vegetable  acreage,  if  serious 
transportjition  shortages  develop. 

Plantings  of  such  crops  as  water- 
melons, cantaloups,  lettuce,  celery,  and 
cauliflower  are  not  likely  to  be  as 
large  as  last  year,  despite  favorable 
prices  in  1942.  Farmers  are  aware 
of  the  expected  labor  shortage  for 
harvesting  crops  and  realize  that 
transportation  may  be  difficult  to  ob- 
tain for  bulky,  highly-perishable  vege- 
tables which  must  be  hauled  long  dis- 
tances. 

In  view  of  the  expected  increase  in 
purchasing  power,  resulting  in  an  in- 
crease in  the  demand  for  fresh  vege- 
tables and  with  an  anticipated  smaller 
crop  there  will  be  a  strong  upward 
pressure  on  prices  in  1943. 

The  outlook  for  processing  vegetables 
is  very  uncertain  because  tin  alloca- 
tions for  next  year  are  rather  indefi- 
nite. Other  shortages  which  are  likely 
to  be  critical  are  labor  and  transporta- 
tion. Farm  and  cannery  labor  supplies 
are  alreadv  limiting  factors  in  some 
areas  for  harvesting  and  packing  vege- 
tables. 


SUCCESS  REPORTED 
FOR  NEW  PROGRAM 
OF  BEE  INSPECTION 

THE  three-year  program  of  the  bee 
inspection  promulgated  by  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture  John  H.  Light,  has 
been  successfully  carried  out  with  the 
work  performed  this  year  by  the 
speciali.sts  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  In- 
dustry. The  report  of  the  inspection 
work  during  the  season  just  closed 
shows  that  the  Eastern  portion  of  the 
State,  comprising  all  the  counties  East 
of  the  Susquehanna  River  were  en- 
tirely inspected  excepting  in  Delaware 
and  Dauphin  Counties  which  were  not 
completed  because  of  a  shortage  of 
inspectors. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  war-time 
conditions  made  it  impossible  to  have 
the  required  number  of  inspectors,  the 
work  was  carried  out  to  a  successful 
conclusion,  areas  in  only  two  counties 
not  having  been  completed,  but  these 
will  be  covered  in  addition  to  regular 
program  area  next  year. 

During  the  season  just  closed  a  total 
of  6,773  apiaries  were  inspected.  The 
number  of  hives  in  each  apiary  aver- 
aged seven  which  is  about  the  average 
for  the  State.  The  number  of  colonies 
totaled  48,999  and  the  percentage  of 
disease,  placed  at  eight  percent  was 
also  about  the  average  encountered 
in  inspections  in  other  areas  under  the 
present  program.  A  total  of  3,039 
colonies  were  burned  due  to  diseased 
conditions.  The  report  suggests  that 
it  is  noteworthy  that  no  prosecutions 
were  entered  into  nor  fines  imposed 
as  a  result  of  non-compliance  with  re- 
quirements under  the  inspection  law, 
indicating  complete  cooperation  on  the 
part  of  beekeepers. 

Previous  to  the  establishment  of  the 
present  program  by  Secretary  Light 
inspections  were  carried  on  without 
a  definite  plan,  inspections  each  year 
having  been  made  in  widely  scattered 
areas  of  the  State  and  some  sections 
having  gone  without  inspection  for  six 
years.  Under  the  three-year  program 
the  State  was  divided  into  three  areas 
made  up  of  the  Western,  Central  and 
Eastern  counties.  This  provides  for 
the  entire  State  to  be  completely  in- 
spected each  three  years  and  it  is 
anticipated  will  result  in  a  great  re- 
duction in  the  percentage  of  disease, 
cuting  down  greatly  the  losses  to  bee- 
keepers. 

Under  the  three-year  plan  a  total 
of  154,100  colonies  have  been  inspected. 
The  number  of  apiaries  totaled  23,- 
778.  A  total  of  10,454  colonies  were 
burned  because  of  diseased  conditions. 
This  compares  with  a  total  of  105,906 
colonies  and  14.253  apiaries  inspected 
during  the  previous  three-year  period. 

Inspection  work  will  be  devoted  next 
year  to  the  area  comprising  the 
Western  counties  which  were  inspected 
three  years  ago.  TTiere  will  also  be 
follow-up  inspection  work  done  in  the 
area   covered   this  year. 

A  suggestion  of  the  importance  of 
the  bee  industry  in  this  State  is  seen 
in  the  investment  of  beekeepers  which 
is  estimated  at  about  one  million  dol- 
lars. The  average  annual  value  of 
the  honey  crop  in  this  State  is  about 
half  that  figure. 

NO  VIOLATIONS  OF 
POTATO  GRADING  LAW 

General  compliance  with  the  potato 
grading  law  throughout  the  State  Is 
reported  by  inspectors  of  the  Bureau 
of  Markets  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. An  outstanding  indication  of 
the  cooperation  on  the  part  of  growers 
and  dealers  was  seen  in  the  case  of 
a  large  dealer  at  whose  plant  inspec- 
tions were  made  which  included  lots 
received  from  21  different  shippers  and 
each  met  in  every  detail  the  require- 
ments of  the  grading  law. 

During  the  past  few  years  Secre- 
tary litiht  has  insisted  upon  a  pro- 
gram of  education  and  specific  warn- 
ings where  violations  were  foimd  after 
an  opportunity  for  compliance  was 
given  and  the  result  is  now  reported 
by  the  inspectors  to  show  a  most  satis- 
factory condition  in  all   the  markets. 
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r^^^^n^^  SHOWS  II  lower  yield  brings  turkey  production 

J  pOIN'l^CREAS^  LOW  PEA  PRODUCTION  REACHES  NEW  HIGH 

rnllRlNG  F^M^gWA^yl*  npHE   total   production   of   peas   In  EXPECT  BIG  DEMAND 

V        ^^ex  of  prices  palUT^nnsyl-  X  Pennsylvania    for    canning    during  "PENNSYLVANIA  turkey  raisers  are 

1^    nia  farmers  for  principal  agri-  the  1942  season  Is  estimated  at  10,725  i    in  a  position  to  supply  a  greatly 

^   1  oroducts  increased  six  points  tons,  or  an  estimated  483,225  cases  of  increased    demand    for    Thanksgiving 

jtulturai  P   j^Q^th  which  ended  Octo-  24  No.  2  cans  which  are  the  standard  turkeys  this  year  as  a  result  of  the  in- 

w'^l  according  to  the  Federal-State  size,  according  to  reports  of  the  De-  creased    production    trend    which    has 

t      Reoorting  survey  issued  by  Sec-  partment  of  Agriculture.    This  produc-  been  shown  over  the  past  few  years, 

P°^    John  H.  Light  of  the  Depart-  tion   was   considerably   below   that   of  bringing   the   number   this   year   to   a 

rf^^'"'  r  A^rriculture.    The  increase  in  1941    although   the   acreage   was   con-  new    high    mark,    according    to    the 

W^^  received  for  dairy  products,  to-  siderably  increased.      The   lower  pro-  records   of   the   State   Department   of 

K\  with  higher  prices  for  eggs  and  duction  resulted  from  decreased  yields  Agriculture.     Federal  Government  re- 

rf  animals,    excepting    veal    calves  due  largely  to  weather  conditions.  quests  that  meat  consumption  be  held 

r^  lambs  coritributed  to  this  increase.  of  the  total  production  five  and  one-  in  check  to  assure  supplies  for  the  war 

Ifh   grain  index  showed   an   increase  half    million    pounds,    or    2,750    tons  effort   combined   with    increased   pur- 

I  f  two  points  but  fruits  remained  at  representing  an  estimated  163,750  cases  chasing  power  are  expected  to  greatly 

It  same  figure.    At  174  the  index  of  were  purchased  by  canners  from  the  accelerate   the   demand   this   year   for 

I  irP5  received  was  26  points  above  a  producers  on  the  basis  of  established  the  proverbial  Thanksgiving  fowl. 

I    r  earlier  Pennsylvania    grades    under    Federal-  Latest  indications  place  the  number 

inn  a  national   basis   the    index   of  state   inspection.      Due   to   the   lower  of    turkeys    raised    this   year    in    this 

I  ^ j  s  paid    interest    and    taxes    rose  yield    the    peas    purchased    under   in-  State  at  1,020,000  which  is  an  increase 

lilrinK  the  month  to  154  which  is  one  spection   totaled   about   one   and   one-  of   10  percent  over  the  927,000  raised 

Inlt  above  the  revised  index  for  Sep-  half    million    pounds    less    than    last  last  year  which  was  the  record  up  to 

I  mber     This  was   13   points   higher  year.  that    time.       The    number    raised    in 

Khan  the  October  15,  1941  index.    The  The    acreage    planted    to    this    crop  1940  was  828,000;  in  1939,  753,000  and 

I  Itio  of  prices  received  to  prices  paid,  last    year    was    10,800    acres    but    this  the  previous   10-year  average  is  593,- 

ILre-^t  and  taxes  on  October  15  this  ^as  increased  this  year  to  14,300.    The  000.       This    year's    indicated    numlber 

Ivear  was  110  compared  with   107   in  1941    yjeid,   however,   was   about   2,200  places    Pennsylvania    14th    among    all 

ILt'ember  and   99    in   October,    1941.  pounds    to    the    acre    compared    with  the  states  in  turkey  raising. 

Inie  general  level   of   prices   paid   by  j  470  pounds  this  year.  As  in  costs   of  all   other   foodstuffs 

Ifarmers    for    commodities     used     for  and  commodities,  it  will  cost  more  to 

Ifamilv  living  and   for   production   on  uiAUlVyf   T  A  uno    1>  A  T'l^CJ  partake  of  the  festive  bird  this  year, 

loctober  15  was  155  percent  of  the  1910-  r  AttlYl   LtAiSiJtt   KA  i  JCiO  the  price  showing  an  upward  trend  at 

Ih  level.    This  was  one  point  higher  NEAR  RECORD  HIGH  t^'^  present  time.     The  average  price 

■than  the  revised  mdex  for  September  received  by  farmers  on  October  15  in 

land  16  points  above  October  15  a  year  -M-lARM  labor  rates  in  Pennsylvania  this  State  was  29  cents  a  pound  live- 

learlier.  1;  at   the   time   of   the   latest   survey  weight  which  was  an  advance  of  two 

I  Follo^iing  is  the   list   of   prices   re-  ^^^.^    ^^^    second    highest    on    record,  cents  a  pound  from  a  month  previous- 

lelved  by  Pennsylvania  farmers  with  according  to  the  Department  of  Agri-  ly  and  compares  with  the  price  of  25 

lomparisons:  «»,«  culture.    According  to  Federal  govern-  -cents  a  pound  on  the  comparable  date 

I  °fLl^   ^^42^   %2  ment  figures  compiled   from  Federal-  in   1941.      The   average  price   for  the 

L,,t  Bu        $1.00      $1.10      $1.14  State   Reporting   Service    surveys    the  parity  base  period  from  1910  to  1914 

Ifm  .".".'.".'..  Bu.  .81  .96  .94  -y^^age  per  month  with  board  advanced  was  slightly  above  seventeen  and  one 

loats  Hu.  .45         .58  .53  j^.^^  ^3^  ,^  ^  ^^ ^^  Within  a  period  ^alf  cents  a  pound.     Records  of  the 

l/'^J'   Z  7I         '78  77  of  one  year  while  the  rate  per  month  Past  several  years  show  that  the  price 

|;ckwh;aV:.Bu:  .ei         :76  .78  without    board    jumped    from    $61.25  ^as  advanced  about  one  cent  a  pound 

■tatrn^  ....Bu.  .80        1.15        1.20  ^q  ^55      rpj^g  rate  with  board  was  ex-  ^^om  October  15  to  November  15. 

If''   ?"„       iiSo      nJS      il'JS  ceeded    in    1923    but    the    latter    rate  According  to  the  records  of  the  De- 

I:;  •••:::.cwt.      lo.so      14:20      14:50  represents    an    all-time    high.        The  partment  of  Agriculture  marketing  in- 

fcf  rattle  ..cwt.       9.00      11.70      11.90  daily  rate  of  pay  With  board  advanced  tentions    for    Pennsylvania    show    an 

|ai  raive,  . .  cwt.     11.90      14.90      14.60  ^j^j^j^   ^^^  ^^^^  ^^2.25   to  $2.70,  jvcrage   of   41    percent  by   November 

t;«--::cwt:       9.70      12.50      12.15  which  is  also  a  new  high  mark  and  44  percentm  December  and  15  percent 

|;ik  0OW8  ..Hoad     92.00    113.00    113.00  the  rate  per  day  without  board  went  ^  }?^:    These  proportions,  if  actual  y 

Ir   "•'^'1    }?S2i;    }lUa    ll^Ta  within  the  same  period  from  $2.85  to  realized  would  indicate  that  Pennsyl- 

IL, r'    "'JSi  ''    S?7        :SS5  $3.45   which  was   also  exceeded  by   15  7^".^^    g^^J^tf    T   ^T^^""^    ^u  '^^^^ 

Irr  .:::Lb:  :25  .27  .29  cents  m  1923.  their  marketings  to  later  months  and 

rV  "•"•''■  n  .        0  70        oon        .no  The  supply  of  laibor  in  this  State  at  *o    "^f    Christmas    and    New    Years 

If  retail'  -or-  ISo         ?Si         S32  the  time  of  the  last  survey  was  less  markets.     Actual  marketings,  however 

|i."*  .'.;;&.  :J?:         :ii  .11  than  half  of  normal  and  the  demand  usually  vary  somewhat  from  intended 

fcvrfat    ...Lb.  .87         .42  .45  slightly    in    excess    of    normal.       The  marketings    due   to    changes    in    later 

fc   X-         1?'         11'         aI  supply  was  the  lowest  in  the  north-  ^^If^^P"^^"*^-     ,,         ,^,  ,     ,^ 

I  ■'   ''•  •"  •''  •*'  western  and  southwestern  parts  of  the  ^5^^^  marketings  this  year  in  the 

■FOOD  PROHTinN   T.OW  state  which  is  said  to  be  probably  due  country  as  a  whole  are  expected  to  be 

Ev  ir^r  *  J;!!,^^  *  iio  to  the  location  of  an  ordnance  plant  ^fHt!"  ^^^"  m  1941    with  54.4  percent 

iN  RELATIVE  BASIS  m  Crawford  county  and  defensf  in-  S^'ovemberTr    eaher'^comparT  wi  S 

IfW^ORKINGMEN'S    families    can  ^f  i-Jj  a'^f  Sand'sUuIuon^'?:  ^sTerceVlasryear'.   "KmastnS 

I   n  buy  a  basket  of  specified  food  ?^  .^^PP/^  1  .riHr^f  in   «ii   .^h^.^  New  Year's   markets   are   expected   to 

■products   for    the    smallest    share    of  ^!P?^i^^/,°,,^^„^"^ff  ^^j?,^^"   ,«^9^^  receive  35.3  percent  of  the  crop  com- 

■femily  income   on   record    since    1913.  of  the  State  and  is  aggravated  in  all  ^      ,.u.  ^q  nprrent  la<;t  vpar 

|verage  family  income  has  been  rising  areas  where  new  defense  plants  have  ^^^  the  coTntrfat  largfthe'ni^^^ 

fcre  rapidly  than  food  prices  during  ^|f^  ?f,^^^f^;„,Hnn<=    ..cto^h^.c    „.  of  turkeys  raised  is  expected  to  be  in- 

■the  past  three  years  and  throughout  Similar    situations    regarding    wage  creased    one    nercent    over    last    vear 

|e  to  nine  months  of^  1942,  duetto  ^f/^s  ^P^^^ail  ^throughout  ^the^^coun^y  ^Xers'  fnte'l.Tions  lZ"Te^Ly7n: 

WrZ'^tl'o^^^^^  latest  survey  figure  representran  18^  ^^f  ttkey  crS\hTy\'LV '"  Ho" 

■forepersons  employed."     This  state-  P°,^,^,^„"'tf    f 5  \^^  'ff°''^  ""^  "^^^  ^'  cold,   wet   weather   and   floods   during 

■je  t  was  issued  by  the  Pennsylvania  Hi"f"j^;  j^J^  f^^^"^,  l^T  Jf  J"^  ^^^'  the  spring  months,  particularly  in  the 

■State    Department     of      Agriculture.  sonal  change  from  July  to  October.  mid-west,  resulted  in  low  fertility  and 

■jeciied  to  a  recent  analysis  niade  by  ^^^ unusually  heavy  death  losses  of  poults 

mj.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  CHANGE  UNLIKELY  IN  from   blackhead   and   exposure.      Dif- 

■asea  on  national  averages.  Vl^nrT*  A  TIT  1?    A  PI?!?  ArTTG  ficulty    in    obtaining    labor,    the    high 

1™^  budget    for    foods    commonly  V  J^UHi  1  AlJLil^  A^KHi  Aii *i&  cost  of  feed  and  lack  of  brooding  space 

H.  L"^'^"^^^"^  ^^^^^^   anriounts  „io„Hr,^c    of    r^ronnccir,^  Tcduccd    poult    purchases    and    caused 

U  about  22  percent  of  the  family  in-  ^^,^  J^"^^    plantings    of    processir^g  producers  to  go  out  of  the  turkey 

fre  at  recent  price  levels.    This  com-  vegetables,  as  a  whole,  are  not  likely  yy^siness.   the   report  shows. 

»•«  \v1th  27  percent  of  the  income  to  be  greatly  different  from  1942,  ac-  u    v       u     . 

If  food  in  the   period    1935-39,   with  cording  to  latest  surveys  of  the  State  TEST  *?*?  7fiS  TATTLF. 

•  percent  in  1918  and  29  percent  in  Department    of    Agriculture.       Green  tJ^Z  ryAitji^y^i^jc^^^ 

KSm,  the  year  in  which  food  took  the  Pea  and  tomato  acreage  may  increase  tiJK  rJAJNd  b  JilJ^HiAhri 

W^est  proportion  of  increase.  a  little,  particularly  if  the  price-sup-  "pkURING    the    month    of    Octc^ber 

¥""  report  points  out  that  in  Sep-  Port  program  is  continued.     However,  JJ  33753    cattle    representing    2,183 

■  ".  1942  the  rate  of  family  income  increased     acreage     m     these     crops  j^gj-^jg   j^    this   State   were    tested    for 

■  ^s  57  percent  above  the  1935-39  level,  probably   will   not  mean   greater  pro-  Bang's  disease  under  direction  of  the 

■  *  the  cost  of  a  typical  food  basket  duction  m  1943  because  yields  this  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of  the  De- 
M^^P  only  26  percent.  season  were  relatively  high.  Other  partment  of  Agriculture.  Of  that 
■^7  prices  at  the  farm  of  the  proces.sing  crop  production  will  likely  number  1.139  cattle  in  464  herds  were 
■S^s  from  which  this  basket  was  he  somewhat  smaller  than  this  year,  fo^nj^  to  be  infected  with  the  dL«5ease 
»'« had  risen  21  percent  during  this  ^^en  though  there  is  no  change  in  which  is  3,3  percent  of  the  cattle  and 
Wm.  planted  acreage,  because  the  generally  a  herd  infection  of  21.2  percent. 
■j"e  farmer's  share  of  the  retail  favorable  growing  conditions  of  1942  The  renort  shows  that  under  the 
■J^  of  58  important  foods  was  53  "^^^  "ot  be  repeated  next  season.  entire  testing  program  a  tot^l  of  646.- 
K^  out  of  each  dollar.  This  was  544  cattle  representing  76.358  herds 
R;, ,.  ^  relationship  prevailing  in  Cherry  Production  are  now  under  Bang's  disease  control 
BT^  ^^d  in  1920.     This  share  has            Pennsylvania  ranks  fifth  among  all  supervision  of  the  Bureau. 

Kj'  oyer  50   cents   since    September,  the   states   in   the   production   of   sour  During  the  month  indemnities  paid 

Knri      ^^^  *^  ^^"ts  in  the  1935-39  cherries,    sixth    in    the    production    of  by  the  State   in  payment   for  disease 

■fe! ,  ^^^  farmer's  share  of  the  con-  sweet    cherries    and    seventh    in    the  infected    condemned    cattle    amounted 

Kr^^  dollar  varies   ^^idely.   ranging  production  of  all  cherries.    Total  value  to  $43,162  in   addition   to  Federal  In- 

^.  example  from   86   percent   in   the  of  the  cherry  crop  last  year  was  one  demnities  which  totaled  $33,933. 

■r^W  pork  products  and  63  percent  and  one-half  million  dollars.    Produc-  Four  herds  comprising  52  goats  were 

B.-,f  *"  September  to   28  percent  tion   of   sour   cherries   was   8,400   tons  also  tested  and  all  of  them  were  found 

^  °'led  oats.  and  sweet  cherries  3,400  tons.  to  be  free  of  the  disease. 
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;  nFCREASE  of  1.308,000  bushels  in 
4llp  Nomntoer  indications  of  the 
'  ^.roduction  of  corn  this  year  in 
^"^'^qSei^  shown  in  the  latest  sur- 
■  'of  me  Federal-State  Crop  Report- 
irvice  issued  toy  the  Department 
fp,  nure  This  drop  is  registered 
j,j  Agr  culture^  bushel   indication 

fro-Liber  The  latest  figure  of  56.- 
o^ffhushels  compares  with  the  1941 
^frtfon  of  53,203,000  bushels  and 
P;fprevTous   lO-year   average   of   53.- 

^?nta"f  all  the  other  principal 

^  f  pxceoting  potatoes  for  which  an 

crops,  excepting^  bushels   is   shown. 

feSn  the  same  as  the  figures  of  the 

Ser  survey.   The  figures  are  wheat. 

?So  bushels  compared  with   16.- 

;S  bushels  last  year;  oats.  26,m. 


•^u  ,  il.t  vear-  barley,  4.098.000 
Se  s  c  mpa/ed  with  3,614.()00  bushels 
S  vear;  rye.  841.000  bushels  com- 
atd  w  th  798.000  bushels  last  year; 
Swheat.  2.028,000  bushels  compared 
5  h  2^40,000  bushels  last  year;  pota- 
roS  17,696,000  bushels  compared  with 
!^540.00O  bushels  last  year;  tobacco. 
;8'71600O  pounds  compared  with  52,- 
518,000  pounds  last  year,  and  hay.  3^ 
432,000  tons,  compared   with   2.868.000 

'Tcreages^^m^  harvest  this  year  of 
those  crops  are  as  follows:  Corn.  1.- 
08  000  compared  with  1.282,000  acres 
last  year;  wheat,  814.000  compared  with 
857.000  acres  last  year;  oats.  876,000 
the  same  as  last  year;  barley,  149.000 
compared  with  139,000  acres  last  year; 
rye  58  000  compared  with  57,000  acres 
last  year;  buckwheat,  104,000  compared 
with  112.000  acres  last  year;  potatoes, 
158.000  acres  the  same  as  last  year; 
tobacco.  35.000  compared  with  35,700 
acres  last  year,  and  hay.  2,319.000  acres 
compared  with  2,325,000  acres  last  year. 
Indicated  yields  per  acre  this  year 
are:  Corn.  43.5  bushels  compared  with 
41.5  bushels  last  year;  wheat,  19 
bushels  compared  with  19.5  bushels 
last  vear;  oats.  30  bushels  compared 
with  34.5  bushels  last  year;  barley,  27.5 
bushels  compared  with  26  bushels  last 
year:  rye.  14.5  bushels  compared  with 
14  bushels  last  year;  buckwheat,  19.5 
bushels  compared  with  20  bushels  last 
year;  potatoes,  112  bushels  compared 
with  130  bushels  last  year;  tobacco. 
1,392  pounds  compared  with  1,471 
pounds  last  year,  and  hay,  1.48  tons 
compared  with  1.23  tons  last  year. 

ANNOUNCE  CHECKING 
OF  GRADE  LABELING 

DROPER  grade  labeling  of  all  pota- 
*  toes  sold  in  closed  packages  in  this 
State  is  now  being  checked  by  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Bureau  of  Markets 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 
The  potato  marking  act,  it  was  pointed 
out,  makes  compulsory  the  branding 
or  tagging  of  all  closed  packages  of 
potatoes  packed  for  sale,  transported 
for  sale  or  sold  in  this  State.  A  recent 
court  decision  held  that  out-of-state 
potatoes  must  be  properly  marked  as 
'ell  as  those  originating  within  the 
State,  when  resold  within  the  State. 
In  \1ew  of  that  decision  dealers  who 
sell  potatoes  which  originate  at  Penn- 
sylvania shipping  points  or  at  out-of- 
state  points  are  not  relieved  of  the 
responsibility  for  compliance  with  the 
iiiarking  law  because  the  grower  or 
^'•■^'PPer  might  have  made  an  error  in 
ir^arking. 

Checking  the  grades  at  both  ship- 
P'tig  points  and  at  terminal  markets 
[^  now  being  conducted  on  a  thorough 
Ja.sis.  Tlie  enforcement  of  the  law, 
J  IS  declared,  has  changed  Pennsyl- 
^nia  markets  from  the  dumping 
fTounds  for  off-grade  potatoes,  to 
j"ose  bearing  the  highest  reputation 
jnere  buyers  may  make  their  pur- 
I  nases  with  the  utmost  confidence  of 
receiving  the  quality  for   which   they 

)^ACCINATE  SWINE  IN 
•^HOLERA  PRECAUTION 

Y  TOTAL  of  14,844  swine  were  vac- 
Q  "nated  during  the  month  of 
ciober  against  hog  cholera  under  the 
yrvision  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal 
nctustry  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 


TUBERCULOSIS  TESTS 
SHOW  FEW  REACTORS 

ONLY  107  cattle  of  a  total  of  36.211 
tested  during  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber under  direction  of  the  Bureau  of 
Animal  Industry  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture,  were  found  to  be  in- 
fected with  tuberculosis,  showing  the 
extent  to  which  that  disease  has  been 
eliminated  from  cattle  in  this  State 
as  a  result  of  the  intensive  control 
program.  A  total  of  35  goats  were  also 
tested,  none  of  which  reacted. 

During  the  month  State  indemnities 
amounting  to  $2,960  were  paid  to 
owners  for  disease  condemned  cattle, 
and  Federal  indemnities  for  the  same 
purpose  amounted  to  $2,204. 

The  report  states  that  1,342  cattle 
were  imported  into  this  State  during 
the  month  and  372  cattle  were  ex- 
ported from  the  State  during  the  same 
period, 

A  total  of  157,021  specimens  were  ex- 
amined for  disease  during  the  month 
at  the  laboratory  of  the  Bureau  of 
Animal  Industry.  110,992  of  which  were 
of  chickens  and  45,282  were  of  cattle. 

PA.  IN  HIGH  PLACE 
IN  APPLE  CANNING 

PENNSYLVANIA  has  in  recent  years 
advanced  to  a  foremost  position 
among  the  states  of  this  country  in 
the  canning  of  apples  and  apple  prod- 
ucts, both  in  quantity  and  quality,  ac- 
cording to  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. In  spite  of  the  shortage  of 
tin  which  has  curtailed  the  carming 
of  many  products,  the  upward  trend 
has  continued  this  season.  According 
to  Army  commissaries,  apple  pie  is 
still  the  Army's  favorite  desert,  which 
is  said  to  account  for  the  large  pack 
of  canned  apples  now  being  processed 
by  Pennsylvania  canners,  since  a 
major  portion  of  the  supply  will  be 
used  for  the  armed  forces. 

There  are,  however,  other  reasons 
for  the  advancement  of  the  apple  can- 
ning industry  in  this  State  which  are 
the  preponderance  of  varieties  grown 
in  Pennsylvania  orchards  which  are 
particularly  adapted  to  canning  pur- 
poses, nearness  to  the  largest  consum- 
ing centers  and  the  stressing  of 
quality  by  growers  and  State  grad- 
ing  inspectors. 

Inspectors  have  been  located  at 
Pennsylvania  canneries  during  the 
past  15  years  through  the  harvest  sea- 
son to  grade  deliveries  from  growers 
which  enables  the  canneries  to  pay 
premium  prices  for  first  quality 
apples.  The  grading  process  has  en- 
couraged producers  to  grow  and 
harvest  better  fruit  and  has  been  a 
strong  factor  in  the  present  high  rank 
of  this  State  as  a  producer  of  high 
quality  apples  both  for  the  fresh  and 
processed  markets. 

GRAPES  SHOW  GAIN 
IN  PA.,  LOSS  IN  U.  S. 

PRELIMINARY  estimates  of  the 
Federal -State  Crop  Reporting 
Service  place  the  1942  Pennsylvania 
grape  crop  production  at  21.500  tons 
which  compares  with  the  low  produc- 
tion last  year  of  13,500  tons  and  the 
previous  lb-year  average  of  20,430  tons. 
Total  production  for  the  country  at 
large,  however,  shows  a  decrease,  the 
total  this  year  being  placed  at  2,531,530 
tons  compared  with  2,728,530  tons  last 
year. 

Wet  and  cloudy  weather  retarded 
even  ripening  of  the  crop  in  the  Erie 
belt  which  was  all  harvested  by  mid- 
October.  A  few  grapes  shelled  before 
picking  could  be  completed  and  berry 
moth  damage  developed  in  some 
vineyards.  Yields  were  about  normal 
and  of  excellent  quality  and  juice 
plants  took  most  of  the  crop.  Only  a 
few  cars  were  shipped  and  there  was  a 
great  reduction  in  the  number  of 
truckers  because  of  the  tire  situation. 
The  market  for  Concord  table  grapes 
was  good  but  was  slow  for  other 
varieties. 

Tobacco  Production 

Tobacco  is  grown  in  Clinton,  Lycom- 
ing. Tioga,  Dauphin.  Juniata,  Snyder, 
York,  Berks,  Chester.  Lancaster  and 
Lebanon  Counties,  but  Lancaster 
County  is  far  in  the  lead  with  an  esti- 
mated acreage  last  year  of  33,640  acres 
of  the  estimated  state  total  of  35,- 
700  acres. 


SEE  REDUCTION  IN 
STORED  TRUCK  CROPS 
ANTICIPATE  LOSSES 

Indications  are  that  supplies  of 

■■^  root  truck  crops,  the  digging  of 
which  is  now  well  along  in  the  Bucks- 
Philadelphia  area,  will  not  be  stored 
for  Winter  marketing  in  as  great 
quantities  this  season  as  in  former 
years,  according  to  the  surveys  of  the 
Federal  ^State  Crop  Reporting  Service 
issued  by  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. Last  year  the  combined  crops 
of  beets  and  carrots,  which  comprise 
most  of  the  stored  root  crops,  totaled 
approximately  200,000  bushels  and 
about  35  percent  of  that  production 
went  into  storage.  The  percentage  of 
the  crop  to  be  stored  this  year,  it  is 
believed  will  be  considerably  below 
that  figure. 

Three  factors  are  said  to  be  respon- 
sible for  the  anticipated  reduction  in 
the  quantities  to  be  stored.  They  are 
labor,  weather  and  price.  Wet  weather 
during  August  caused  large  portions 
of  the  crops  to  be  under  water  for 
periods  of  sufficient  length  to  make 
the  crops  unsuitable  for  storage. 
Shortages  of  labor  and  higher  rates 
than  some  growers  feel  they  are  able 
to  pay  has  caused  them  to  abandon 
some  of  the  crop.  If  there  should  be 
an  upward  price  trend  before  the  end 
of  the  digging  season,  it  is  expected 
some  of  this  production  may  be  har- 
vested. 

Topped  beets  from  the  Bucks-Phila- 
delphia area  moved  to  market  in  a 
steady  volume  during  October  and  the 
present  rate  is  expected  to  increase 
slightly  in  this  month.  Digging  has 
revealed  many  irregular  beets  with 
some  rot  reported. 

Carrots  are  beginning  to  move  in 
heavier  volume  from  the  southeastern 
counties  as  wet  weather  had  delayed 
harvest.  Quality  is  good  and  carrots 
have  sized  nicely.  Many  turned  up 
badly  rotted  where  low  spots  were  in 
fields.  Acreage  for  canners  is  now  be- 
ing dug  and  yields  are  good. 

Market  supplies  of  broccoli  from  the 
Bucks-Philadelphia  area  was  light 
during  the  forepart  of  November  as 
most  of  the  crop  is  now  going  to 
quick-freeze  plants. 

The  Danish  crop  in  the  Erie  County 
area  is  being  harvested  as  rapidly  as 
market  and  labor  conditions  will  per- 
mit. Present  demand  is  slow  and  it  is 
quite  p>ossible  that  many  fields  will  not 
be  harvested  as  help  is  scarce.  Yields 
are  heavy  but  due  to  blight  damage 
much  trimming  is  required.  About 
one-fourth  of  the  crop  has  been 
moved.  In  the  Columbia-Luzerne- 
Schuylkill  area  growers  report  that 
much  cabbage  will  remain  in  the  fields 
as  present  prices  do  not  warrant  a 
profitable  return,  much  less  pay  the 
costs  of  harvest  and  transportation. 
Considerable  quantities  of  domestic 
cabbage  have  been  left  in  the  fields  in 
that  area.  Wet  weather  hampered 
harvest  in  most  of  the  western  coun- 
ties. In  Lackawanna  County  Danish 
blighted  very  badly  and  much  will  re- 
main in  the  fields.  Cabbage  was  a 
good  crop  in  the  southeastern  counties. 

Late  celery  yields  were  excellent  in 
the  central  counties,  although  much 
of  the  crop  was  small  and  some  was 
blighted.  In  the  Bucks-Philadelphia 
area  celery  crops  came  out  in  fine 
shape,  not  much  blight  but  evidence 
of  some  pink  rot.  Golden  and  Pascal 
supplies  are  moving  out  rapidly  as 
market  prices  are  quite  satisfactory 
this  year.  This  was  the  first  season 
for  Pascal  in  this  area  and  the  growers 
Co-op.  has  put  on  a  special  drive 
to  market  this  celery  in  Philadelphia. 
Wet  weather  slowed  down  harvest  to 
some  extent  but  the  peak  of  market- 
ing has  passed;  however,  supplies  will 
be  heavy  during  this  month.  Crops 
are  now  being  stored  in  trenches  in 
most  sections  of  the  State  and  supplies 
for  local  marketing  during  the  winter 
are  abundant. 

The  late  spinach  crop  marketings 
have  passed  peak  volume  from  the 
Bucks-Philadelphia  area.  Quality  con- 
tinues to  be  excellent  except  for  a  few 
crops  from  low-lying  fields  which  were 
damaged  by  heavy  rains.  Much  of 
the  crop  is  being  taken  by  canners 
and  processors.  Late  planted  fields 
to  winter-over  are  in  good  condition. 
Supplies  moved  in  heavy  volume  dur- 
ing the  forepart  of  November. 
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No.  49 


,.n  production  in  Pennsylvania 
:^nng  October  set  a  new  high 
i  for  the  month  and  was  the 
.T.nnsecutive  month  for  which  a 
P  rprord  monthly  production  was 
rwikhed  according  to  surveys  of 
'^■''  P  deral-State  Crop  Reporting 
^■^       It  is  stated  this  has  been  due 


'^'''combinatron'of  the  high  produc- 

r  layer  and  larger  size  laying 

Egg  production   the   first    10 

onths  of  this  year  has  exceeded  the 


Ion  per 


baar  per 


iod  last  year  by  10  per  cent. 


[in  increase 


of   about    12   percent   in 


In  ial  layers  to  be  added  to  flocks 
t!f indicated  on  November  1  corn- 
fared  with  the  corresponding  date  last 

?hP  number  of  layers  in  this  State 

October  is  placed  at  14,434,000  com- 

Irpd  with  12,590,000  a  month  earlier 

id  14122,000  in  October,   1941.      Egg 

rnduction  for  the  month  is  placed  at 

5  million  eggs   compared    with    138 

L  lion  in  September  and  129  million 

near  earlier.     The  monthly  number 

fet'gs  per  layer  for  the  month  is  9.4 

compared  with   11   in   September   and 

L]  in  October,  1941. 

The  survey  of  commercial  poultry 
establishments  shows  they  received  an 
Lverage  of  45.7  cents  per  dozen  for  eggs 
during  October  compared  with  an 
average  of  42.5  in  September  and  38.5 
L  year  earlier.  The  average  price  per 
pound  for  live  chickens  is  given  as 
|l9.9  cents  for  October  compared  with 
11.2  in  September  and  18.1  cents  in 
■tober,  1941.  With  an  average  price 
if  $2.91  per  hundred  pounds  for  lay- 
ig  mash  and  $2.18  per  hundred 
^junds  for  scratch  feed,  slightly  lower 
!han  a  month  earlier  but  advanced 
|from  $2.63  for  mash  and  $1.99  for 
:ratch  over  October,  1941  prices,  it 
required  67  eggs  to  equal  the  value  of 

pounds  of  feed  compared  with  73 
Itggs  in  September    and    72    eggs    in 
itober,  1941. 
Hens  and   pullets   on    the   Nation's 
llarms  laid  10  percent  more  eggs  dur- 
ing  October    this     year     than     the 
previous  record  October  production  of 
last  year.     A  record  high  production 
lor  October  was  reached  in  all  parts 
pt  the  country.    Total  egg  production 
during  the  first  10  months  of  this  year 
m  also  the  largest  on  record  for  the 
period,  being    15    percent    above    the 
previous  high  of  last  year  and  28  per- 
cent above  the  10-year  average.     The 
[iverage  number  of  pullets  not  yet  of 
laying  age  in  farm  flocks  on  November 
1  was  five  percent  above  the  previous 
[Word  high  of  a  year  ago. 

The  September  output  of  commercial 
techeries  throughout  the  country 
R5  17  percent  above  the  previous  high 
Wn  of  September,  1941.  Chicks 
wed  on  October  1  for  later  delivery 
wed  an  increase  of  32  percent  over 
tte  same  date  a  year  ago.  TTie  strong 
wmand  for  chicks  is  largely  the  re- 
pt  of  the  heavy  demand  for  broilers. 
F  tlie  Middle  Atlantic  States  hatchery 
Wm  for  September  was  a  third 
Lm/^^"  the  total   for   the   month 

pALFA  SEED  SHOWS 
pODUCTION  DECLINE 

l\\  ITH  a   decline   of   25   percent   in 

1  ^"eage,  offset  in  part  by  a  22  per- 

f  increase  in  yield   per  acre,   pro- 

!;:™on  of  alfalfa  seed  hi  the  United 

^■J^es  this  year   may   be   about   nine 

f^fnt  smaller   than   in   1941,   unless 

pae  from   late   September   freezes 

«  greater  than  expected.     Forecast 

L'J'SOO  bushels  or  56,856,000  pounds 

■wresher-run  seed  by  the  Crop  Re- 

,Jg  Board,   the    1942   crop   is   the 

iiest  in   six   years    and    compares 

I'"  1.040.300    bushels     or    62,418,000 

J^cls  in  1941  and  the  1930-39  average 

•  1028,220     bushels      or      61,693,200 

EOISTER  48.739r 
KODUCTION  AT  TEST 

1^  fifth  week  of  the  current  Penn- 

snvania  Official  Egg  Laying  Test 
Ftered  egg  production  of  48.73  per- 
JT  or  an  average  of  17.05  eggs  for 
I:;.  01  the  1.079  birds  entered.     The 

^l  pen  to  date  is  one  of  single 
white    leghorns    which    has    a 

'■action  of  416  eggs. 


WINTER  PROTECTION 
SUGGESTED  FOR  BEES 

SUGGESTIONS  for  caring  for  bees 
during  the  Winter  months  are 
made  by  specialists  of  the  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  in  which  it  is  insisted  that 
bee  hives  should  be  protected  during 
that  period.  It  is  stated  that  the 
better  the  protection,  the  less  will  be 
the  amount  of  honey  the  bees  will 
consume  and  they  will  at  the  same 
time  be  healthier  and  the  stores  saved 
can  be  used  to  build  up  colony  strength 
for  the  main  honey  flow. 

It  is  stated  that  some  beekeepers 
store  their  colonies  in  winter  cellars, 
others  use  some  form  of  packing  while 
others  select  a  special  location  with 
natural  or  artificial  wind  breaks  for 
protection.  It  is  pointed  out  that 
sugar  may  be  difficult  to  procure  next 
Spring  to  feed  bees  and  every  precau- 
tion should  be  taken  to  preserve  the 
natural  food  stores  so  that  sugar  feed- 
ing will  not  be  necessary. 

Winter  cellars,  it  is  stated,  are  ex- 
pensive and  require  careful  handling. 
For  the  best  out-door  protection  the 
bees  should  be  placed  in  a  location 
with  the  entrances  facing  the  South 
with  protection  from  the  cold  winds 
blowing  from  the  other  directions.  A 
natural  hedge  of  trees  or  bushes,  or 
a  fence  is  ideal  and  with  some  form 
of  packing  with  leaves  or  straw  held 
in  place  by  tar  paper,  will  stand  the 
most  severe  weather. 

Bees  properly  protected,  it  is  pointed 
out,  will  build  up  more  uniformly  in 
the  Spring  and  the  packing  should  not 
be  removed  until  the  latter  part  of 
April.  The  entrances  should  be  kept 
free  of  dead  bees  so  the  bees  can  fly 
during  the  warm  days  throughout  the 
Winter    months. 

CHECKING  ON  USE  OF 
COFFEE  SUBSTITUTES 

AS  A  result  of  coffee  rationing  food 
agents  of  the  Bureau  of  Foods 
and  Chemistry  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  have  been  directed  to  in- 
tensify their  efforts  to  prevent  the 
mixing  of  substitutes  with  coffee  in 
violation  of  the  State  food  laws.  Dur- 
ing the  past  few  weeks  six  prosecu- 
tions were  entered  in  the  Western 
section  of  the  State  and  convictions 
were  procured  in  each  case. 

Under  the  law  it  is  permissible  to 
add  chicory  to  coffee  up  to  15  percent 
of  the  volume  but  if  that  is  done  it 
is  required  that  it  be  made  known 
through  the  posting  of  placards  where 
such  a  beverage  is  served  and  by 
having  it  printed  on  the  containers  in 
which  the  mixture  is  sold.  Cereals 
may  be  mixed  with  coffee  to  any 
amount  but  where  that  practice  is  fol- 
lowed it  must  also  be  made  known 
by  posting  placards  where  the  bever- 
age is  served.  If  cereals  constitute 
more  than  50  percent  of  the  total 
volume,  the  word  cereal  must  be 
printed  on  the  containers  in  pre- 
dominating size. 

WART  QUARANTINE  IS 
LIFTED  IN  %  AREAS 

LTNDER  an  order  signed  by  Secre- 
'  tary  of  Agriculture  John  H.  Light, 
two  more  areas  in  Cambria  County 
have  been  released  from  the  potato 
wart  quarantine  and  Forest  City  in 
Susquehanna  County  and  the  adjoin- 
ing areas  of  Richmondale,  Lackawanna 
County  and  Browndale,  Wayne  County 
have  been  placed  under  quarantine, 
the  disease  having  only  recently  been 
found  in  that  section. 

The  areas  in  Cambria  County  which 
are  again  free  of  the  disease  are 
Beaverdale  and  Lloydell,  the  soil  of 
infected  gardens  in  that  section  having 
been  treated  and  all  potato  plantings 
checked  over  a  period  of  four  or  five 
years  during  which  no  trace  of  the 
disease  was  found.  The  same  pro- 
gram is  followed  in  all  sections  where 
the  disease  has  been  found.  Includ- 
ing these  two  areas,  five  previously 
infected  sections  of  Cambria  County 
have  been  released  from  the  quaran- 
tine during  the  past  year.  The  other 
areas  are  Lilly,  Nanty-Glo  and  Vinton- 

dale. 

During  the  past  year  12  localities  in 
Lackawanna.  Clearfield,  Centre.  Arm- 
strong, Bedford  -  Huntingdon  -  Fulton 
and  Schuylkill  Counties  have  been  re- 
leased from  the  quarantine. 


PER  COW  PRODUCTION 
OF  MILK  LAST  MONTH 
REACHES  HIGH  MARK 

THE  average  milk  production  per 
cow  in  herds  in  Pennsylvania  was 
well  maintained,  according  to  reports 
to  the  Federal-Sta  e  Crop  Reporting 
Service  placing  the  figure  on  No  .ember 
1  at  16.4  poimds,  the  highest  figure  for 
that  date  in  15  yeais  of  record.  The 
seasonal  decline  in  milk  production  per 
cow  from  October  1  was  normal  and 
was  accompanied  by  a  normal  sea- 
sonal increase  in  the  rate  of  grain 
feeding  per  cow  which  averaged  6.7 
pounds  per  day  on  the  first  of  the 
month. 

Milk  production  on  farms  on  a 
country-wide  basis  declined  more 
rapidly  than  usual  during  October  and 
for  the  month  is  estimated  at  8.9  bil- 
lion pounds  compared  with  9.5  billion 
pounds  in  September  and  8.8  billion 
pounds  in  October  a  year  ago.  Per 
capita  milk  production  was  the  highest 
for  the  month  in  14  years  of  record. 

Milk  production  per  cow,  although 
still  well  aibove  the  November  1 
average  in  most  areas,  had  dropped 
below  that  of  a  year  ago  in  all  regions 
except  the  North  Atlantic.  Despite 
relatively  good  late  fall  pastures  and 
ample  supplies  of  winter  feed,  farmers 
have  been  inclined  to  milk  fewer  than 
usual  of  the  milk  cows  in  their  herds. 
Since  its  seasonal  downturn  in  July, 
the  percentage  of  cows  being  milked 
has  been  declining  faster  than  normal; 
and  in  the  past  two  months  the  drop 
has  been  especially  sharp. 

Fluid  milk  prices  in  this  State  have 
shown  advances  during  October.  Dealer 
buying  prices  for  fluid  delivery  have 
shown  very  little  change,  but  milk 
utilized  in  surplus  classifications, 
principally  butter  and  evaporated  milk, 
has  shown  a  gain  of  at  least  10  cents 
per  hundred  in  all  marketing  areas 
throughout  the  State.  Buying  prices 
for  Class  1  milk  have  been  increased 
20  cents  per  hundred  pounds  in  the 
New  York  market  for  November.  Con- 
sumption of  fluid  milk  and  cream  par- 
ticularly in  areas  of  increased  in- 
dustrial activity  is  at  a  much  higher 
level  than  last  fall  and  some  markets 
report  increased  difficulty  in  maintain- 
ing supplies. 

According  to  information  received  by 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  the 
plan  to  maintain  and  increase  produc- 
tion of  livestock,  poultry  and  dairy 
farms  includes  recommendation  for 
deferment  of  farmers  and  workers 
from  Selective  Service,  Army  and  Navy 
agreement  not  to  accept  enlistments 
of  workers  needed  on  farms  and  also 
assistance  in  increasing  production  and 
putting  additional  farm  land  into  pro- 
duction. 

Men  who  work  most  of  the  time 
throughout  the  year  at  dairy,  poultry 
and  livestock  production  are  covered 
by  the  program  if  12  dairy  cows  are 
kept  with  a  minimum  production  of 
45,000  poimds  of  milk  annually,  or  the 
livestock  and  poultry  equivalent  is  pro- 
duced. In  general  equivalents  for  one 
cow  are  8.5  hoes  ral?"d.  74  hens  or 
250  chickens  raised,  16.5  ewes  or  80 
feed-lot  lambs,  and  roughly  four  steers 
or  3  5  feed-lot  cattle.  A  combination 
of  these  animals  may  total  enough  to 
qualify  a  farm  as  an  essential  one. 
Pnrms  below  the  minimum  animal  re- 
quiremen's  may  qualify  if  the  operator 
takes  steps  to  increase  the  number  of 
stock. 

ANNOUNCE  PLANS  FOR 
PURCHASE  OF  BEETS 

FOR  the  double  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing food  waste  and  acquiring  sup- 
plies to  meet  Government  require- 
ments, the  Department  of  Agriculture 
has  received  an  announcement  from 
the  Federal  Department  of  Agriculture 
of  a  purchase  program  for  canned 
beets  in  Pennsylvania.  The  program 
will  be  operated  by  AMA  to  provide 
an  outlet  for  fresh  beets  that  will  go 
to  waste  unle.ss  they  can  be  packed. 
Canners  in  this  State  have  insufficient 
tinplate  to  pack  the  entire  1942  beet 
crop  which  was  unusually  large  be- 
cause of  favorable  growing  conditions. 
AMA  will  receive  offers  from  canners 
who  agree  to  pay  growers  at  least  $15 
per  ton  for  the  fresh  beets  that  are 
to  be  processed  and  sold  to  AMA.  This 
minimum  grower  price  is  on  the  basis 
of  field  run  beets  suitable  for  canning, 
delivered  at  the  cannery. 
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F 


rUIT     growers      throughout      the 
united  States,  in  general,   will  re^ 


eeive  higher  prices  for  their  crops  in 
1943  than  they  received  this  year,   it 


stated  in  the  1943  fruit  outlook  sur- 
of  the  ~   '      '  "■""""       ^"^  ""         ^ 
Servi 
Agriculture  John  H.  Light.     Consumer 


ov  nf  the  Federal-State  Crop  Report 
ing  Serv 


vice    issued    by    Secretary    of 


hiiitv  to  purchase  fruits  will  be 
Irpater  than  in  1942.  If  supply  and 
Land  were  to  continue  to  govern 
fresli  fruit   prices,    materially    higher 


prices 


would  be  received   by   growers 


S  those  fruit  crops  which  turn  out  to 
be  in  smaller  supply  in  1943  than  in 

1942  However,  price  controls  proba- 
l,]v  will  be   an    important    factor    in 

1943  Prices  received   by   growers   of 


pears 


sold     for     fresh     consumption 


averaged  close  to  parity  in  the  sum- 
nier  of  1942.  If  the  parity  price  of 
apples  in  October  were  to  be  adjusted 
for  seasonal  variation  it  would  be  then 
only  slightly  higher  than  the  actual 
price  received  by  growers. 
The  fruit  crop  in  1943-44  probably 
will  be  slightly  smaller  than  the 
bumper  crop  in  1942-43.  Commercial 
apple  production  probably  will  be  ma- 
teriallv  smaller  than  in  1942.  Pear 
production  may  be  slightly  smaller, 
and  grape  production  only  a  little 
larger.  Since  military  and  lend-lease 
requirements  in  1943-44  will  be  sub- 
stantially above  those  for  the  preced- 
ing year,  considerably  less  fruit  will 
be  available  for  civilian  consumers. 
The  decrease  from  1942-43  in  the 
total  supply  of  fruits  marketed  fresh 
probably  will  be  greater  than  the  de- 
crease in  total  production.  Although 
the  amount  of  fruit  canned  may  be 
smaller  than  a  year  earlier  because  of 
;in  plate  restrictions,  the  amount  dried 
is  likely  to  be  substantially  increased 
so  that  the  total  used  for  canning  and 
drying  will  be  larger  than  in  1942-43. 
The  War  Production  Board,  through 
a  recent  order,  acted  to  prevent  the 
I  depletion  of  canned  fruit  and  juice 
stocks  before  the  1943  pack  comes  on 
I  the  market.  This  order  prohibits 
canners  from  shipping  more  than  a 
specified  percentage  of  their  packs 
I  available  for  civilian  consumption  dur- 
ing certain  periods.  For  instance,  not 
more  than  70  percent  of  their  total 
civilian  supply  can  be  shipped  prior 
to  April  1,  1943.  Since  the  civilian 
demand  for  canned  fruits  this  sea- 
son at  ceiling  prices  is  greater  than 
he  supply  available,  it  is  claimed  that 
there  would  have  been  little  or  no 
stocks  available  toward  the  end  of  the 
fuirent  season  if  inventory  controls 
■ad  not  been  instituted. 

I  SPLITTING  OF  BARK 
MAYBE  PREVENTED 

INQUIRIES    are    frequently    received 

*by  the   Bureau    of    Plant    Industry 

lithe  Stale  Department   of   Agricul- 

■•ire  concerning   the   splitting   of  bark 

JJ  tne  trunks    of    ornamental    trees. 

'lie  majority   of   these   cases   involve 

.•ffss  of  rather   large    size    that    have 

jn  recently    transplanted,    although 

1  "is  IS  not  always  the  case. 

Practically    all    such    trees    ob.served 

^d  developed   cracks   on    the   south - 

-^  side  of  the  trunk  or  the  side  most 

"posed    to    late    Winter    and     early 

f}^g  sun.      In   some   instances,   not 

;'y  the  bark,  but  the  woody  portion 

^Te  trunk  had  cracked  open,  with 

■  bark  usually  rolled  back,  causing 

-,'Jgly  scar. 

/J  is  stated  that  these  injuries  are 
•-  to  the  rapid  thawing  and  expan- 
;H  of  the  exposed  side  of  the  trunk 
^^osed  by  the  bright  sunshine  of  early 
Ifing  or  late  Winter,  and  at  a  time 
'■•en  the  trees  had  become  solidlv 
:*n  during  cold  frosty  nights.  Un- 
l:J'  expansion  due  to  thawing  Ls 
■J'  responsible  for  the  cracking. 


Trees 


^^y  be  protected  against  such 


fj  by  wrapping  the  trunk  with 
^;'JP.  tough  paper,  or  other  material 
.°je  cold  weather  starts.  The 
,  PPing  should  remain  in  place 
-JUihout  the  Winter.  It  should  ex- 
^  jrom  the  ground  up  to  the  lower 

cnes.  Larger  trees  recently  trans- 
^^ted  are  likely  to  require  this  pro- 
f^  more  than  those  which  have 
^^e  well   established   according   to 

^"  specialists. 


SUGGEST  METHODS  TO 
CONTROL  FIELD  MICE 

Tlf  ETHODS  of  control  of  field  mice 
J"'-!  of  which  there  are  two  groups, 
the  meadow  mice  which  live  at  the 
surface  of  the  ground  and  pine  mice 
which  live  under  the  ground  are  con- 
tained in  a  circular  issued  by  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture. 

Clean  tillage  and  cultivation  of 
weedy  waste  areas  will  keep  the  mice 
under  control  by  destroying  their 
breeding  places.  In  the  case  of  young 
fruit  trees  w^here  cultivation  is  not 
possible  the  removal  of  grass  and 
weeds  for  a  space  of  18  inches  from 
the  base  of  the  tree  will  help  protect 
them  from  attack.  During  periods  of 
heavy  snow  the  snow  should  be 
tramped  down  about  the  trees.  Some 
protection  may  also  be  secured  by  the 
use  of  tree  protectors  of  wood  veneer 
or  wire  cloth  placed  about  the  trunk. 
Repellent  washes  are  also  used  to  some 
extent.  Of  these,  lime  sulphur,  about 
one  to  seven,  brushed  or  sprayed  on 
the  tiunk  in  the  late  fall  has  proved 
effective.  Trapping  may  be  resorted  to 
where  the  area  to  be  protected  is 
small.  About  15  to  20  traps  per  acre, 
placed  in  the  runways  and  either 
baited  with  grain  or  unbaited  will 
greatly  reduce  the  number  of  mice  in 
a  few  weeks. 

Perhaps  the  most  effective  large 
scale  control  operation  is  that  of  the 
use  of  poison  bait. 

Mix  together,  while  dry,  one  eighth 
ounce  of  powdered  strychnine  and  one 
eighth  ounce  of  baking  soda.  Sift  the 
strychnine-soda  mixture  over  one 
quart  of  rolled  oats,  stirring  constantly 
to  insure  an  even  distribution  of  the 
poison  through  the  grain.  Thoroughly 
warm  the  poisoned  oats  in  an  oven 
and  sprinkle  over  them  six  table - 
spoonfuls  of  a  mixture  of  three  parts 
of  melted  beef  fat  in  one  part  of  paraf- 
fin, mixing  until  the  oats  are  evenly 
coated.  After  the  grain  is  cooled  it  is 
ready  for  use.  For  larger  amounts  in- 
crease the  ingredients  in  proportion 
to  the  above  formula.  The  coating  of 
the  oats  Avith  beef  fat-paraffin  is  very 
important  and  must  be  well  done. 

Probably  the  most  satisfactory  way 
to  distribute  the  poison  bait  is  by  use 
of  a  so  called  "poison  station"  which 
is  made  by  separating  two  six  inch 
boards  an  inch  apart  by  two  one-inch 
strips  running  across  the  boards.  The 
length  of  the  boards  should  be  about 
eight  inches  for  the  top  board  and  six 
inches  for  the  bottom  board.  A  groove 
should  be  made  in  about  the  middle 
of  the  upper  side  of  the  bottom  board 
large  enough  to  hold  a  tablespoonful 
of  the  bait.  These  "stations"  are 
placed  about  the  base  of  the  tree  and 
may  be  partly  covered  with  grass  or 
fine  brush.  In  orchards  where  mice 
are  abundant  it  is  advisable  to  place  a 
"poison  station"  under  each  tree.  It 
should  be  placed  on  high  ground  so 
that  at  no  time  it  will  stand  under 
water.  The  "station"  should  be  ex- 
amined and  refilled  as  required.  The 
refilling  should  be  done  at  least  two 
times  a  year,  late'  in  the  Fall  and  again 
in  the  Winter,  and  preferably  also  in 
the  Spring. 

Hawks,  owls,  snakes,  skunks,  cats, 
dogs  are  among  the  principal  natural 
enemies  of  mice.  It  will  be  to  the 
orchardman's  interest  to  protect  as 
many  of  the.se  natural  enemies  as  Ls 
consistent  with  other  agricultural 
practices  of  the  community. 

CHANGE  SALE  PLANS 
FOR  BANG  REACTORS 

II NDER  an  order  just  signed  by  Sec- 
retary of  Agriculture  John  H. 
Light  effective  December  1.  all  cattle 
reacting  to  an  official  test  for  Bang 
disease  shall  be  sold  on  the  per  head 
basis  by  the  owner  to  yield  the  highest 
possible  salvage.  This  method  previ- 
ously prevailed  only  for  cattle  which 
reacted  to  the  tuberculosis  test.  Ex- 
ceptions to  the  rule  shall  be  made 
when  reactors  are  sold  through  the 
Lancaster  or  Pittsburgh  stock  yards. 
The  new  ruling  also  places  Bang  dis- 
ease reactors  on  the  same  basis  vntn 
tuberculosis  reactors  in  that  they  shall 
be  sold  at  the  owner's  risk. 

The  ruling  further  states  that:  "All 
reactors  shall  be  sold  subject  to  ap- 
proval of  the  Agent  in  Charge.  All 
reactors    shall    be    slaughtered    in    an 
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LARGER  POTATO  CROP 
NOT  LIKELY  IN  1943 
SURVEY  INDICATES 

TTNDER  the  stimulation  of  favorable 
*-^  prices  throughout  the  country  for 
the  1942  potato  crop,  it  is  likely  that 
potato  acreage  will  be  at  least  main- 
tained, and  possibly  increased  next 
year  according  to  the  potato  outlook 
for  1943.  issued  by  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture John  H.  Light.  However,  since 
the  expected  yield  per  acre  of  135 
bushels  this  year  compares  with  131 
bushels  in  1941  and  the  average  of 
112.6  bushels  for  1930-39  it  seems 
optimistic  to  expect  a  larger  crop  in 
1943  even  though  acreage  should  be 
mcreased  by  100,000  acres.  Availability 
of  labor,  fertilizer,  machinery  and  ma- 
terial for  growing  and  harvesting  the 
1943  crop  is  uncertain  and  may  be  a 
limiting  factor  in  some  areas.  With 
1943  plantings  of  3.0  million  acres  and 
with  yields  equal  to  the  average  for 
the  last  five  years,  the  crop  would  be 
about  the  same  as  in  1942. 

Under  the  influence  of  increased 
purchasing  power  and  large  Govern- 
ment requirements,  demand  for 
potatoes  is  expected  to  continue  to  in- 
crease in  1943.  Increased  demand  and 
the  possibility  of  a  potato  crop  some- 
what smaller  than  in  1942  may  cause 
a  further  increase  in  prices.  A  ceiling 
on  potato  prices  at  present  levels 
might  bring  about  a  shortage  relative 
to  the  quantities  demanded,  if  the 
crop  next  year  should  be  much  smaller 
than  the  1942  production. 

October  weather  throughout  the 
country  was  generally  favorable  for 
harvesting  the  late  potato  crop.  Pro- 
duction, now  estimated  at  379,624,000 
bushels,  is  about  one  percent  above  a 
month  ago.  The  yield  of  135.7  bushels 
is  five  bushels  above  1941,  23  bushels 
above  average,  and  the  highest  on 
record. 

Early  blight  throughout  Pennsyl- 
vania adversely  affected  late  potato 
yields.  A  few  fields  that  were  planted 
early,  and  others  which  were  frequent- 
ly sprayed  produced  good  crops.  Fre- 
quent rains  during  mid-October  fol- 
lowed by  several  freezes  later  in  the 
month  interrupted  and  delayed  har- 
vesting. It  is  estimated  that  70  per- 
cent of  the  crop  will  grade  U.  S.  No.  1. 
In  the  Erie-Crawford  and  Potter 
Plateau  areas  early  blight  was  wide- 
spread just  as  tubers  were  setting  on 
the  late  varieties.  Most  unsprayed 
fields  were  practically  failures.  Some 
fields  dug  were  barely  worth  the  cost 
of  harvesting.  Russets  were  badly 
blighted.  Katahdins  and  Sebago  did 
well  and  Chippewas  were  little  af- 
fected. Growers  in  the  Columbia- 
Luzerne  area  had  trouble  getting  a 
stand  in  late  planted  fields.  Sebago 
and  Katahdln  turned  out  good,  where 
well  sprayed.  Russets  were  a  poor 
crop  with  yields  quite  variable.  In 
the  Lehigh-Northampton  area,  the 
principal  varieties.  Russet  and  Katah- 
din.  mado  fairly  good  yields.  Bhght 
cut  down  production  .some  but  potatoes 
were  well  shaped  and  of  high  quality. 
In  the  Somerset -Cambria  mountain 
area  blight  damaged  fields  early,  re- 
sulting in  many  small  potatoes.  Rot 
was  prevalent  due  to  wet  weather  dur- 
ing the  early  growing  season.  In  the 
southeastern  counties  yields  in  late 
planted  fields  were  also  reduced  by 
blight.  Russets  were  small  and  a  very 
poor  crop  in  unsprayed  fields.  Digging 
revealed  much  second  growth  of  Green 
Mountain  and  Katahdins.  Tubers  in 
low  fields  rotted  badly. 

The  preliminary  production  estimate 
is  17,696.000  bushels  or  an  average 
jneld  of  112  bushels  per  acre  compared 
with  the  production  of  20,540.000 
bushels  or  an  average  yield  of  130 
bushels  last  year. 


approved  slaughtering  establishment 
under  Federal  or  State  Supervision. 
The  owner  shall  notify  the  Agent  in 
Charge  the  name  and  address  of  the 
buyer  who  makes  the  best  offer  for 
the  reactors  advising  the  price  to  be 
paid  for  each  animal.  Cattle  shall  be 
moved  only  on  written  permit  from 
the  Agent  in  Charge. 

"Reacting  cattle  shall  be  moved  for 
slaughter  within  thirty  days  after  the 
date  of  appraisal." 


/) 


//O 


EWfe%J   NEWS   BULLETIN 

^'*^l^iau^u"*'^V^*  2^»  ^^^^'  "'  *^«  P®»'  0®««  3^  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  under  Act  of  Congress,  June  6,  1900. 
LiMKAKV        tgAjohn  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 


Entered  as 


)1.  27 


9  -   •  •"»  /I 


Harrisburg,  December  17,  1942 


No.  51 


If\RMER  WCE  INDgl 
c  UP  THRK^ 
FROM  MON'HF^^eKHER 

IrTHE  index  of  prices  paid  Pennsyl- 
n  vania  farmers  for  principal  agri- 
lunral  products  increased  three 
rtrduring  the  month  ended  No- 
rLhPr  15,  according  to  the  Federal- 
Se  crop  Reporting  Survey  issued 
:    hp  Department  of  Agriculture. 

•nn  V  corn  and  lamb  prices  declined 
\S  the  month.  Prices  of  rye 
K;  hogs,  beef  cattle,  sheep  and 
IT(retail)  did  not  change,  while 
rips  of  all  other  commodities  ad- 
IWed  At  177,  the  index  of  farm 
llnduct  prices  was  up  26  points  from 

vear  earlier.  The  farmers'  pur- 
chasing power  was  113  in  mid-Novem- 
l^r  six  points  above  a  year  ago  and 
Im  Doint  above  October  15.  Prices  re- 
I  vpd  by  farmers  throughout  the  na- 
S  for  the  first  11  months  of  1942 
Ihave  averaged  30  percent  above  the 
Icorresponding  period    in    1941. 

Fi'^ured  from  the  1910-14  base  of 
liOOthe  index  of  grains  is  placed  at 
119  compared  with  104  a  year  earlier, 
Ifriiits  136  compared  with  118;  meat 
larimals,  189  compared  with  141;  dairy 
Inroducts.  194  compared  with  173; 
Ichickens  and  eggs,  179  compared  with 

1 154. 
Pennsylvania    prices    are    listed    as 

Nov.  15  Oct.  15  Nov.  15 

1941  1942  1942 

iHVat,    Bu I    1.01  I    1.14  $   1.16 

Crn.    R«' 79  .94  .88 

lOaW.   Bu 46  .63  .54 

fcrley.    Bi. 65  .71  .72 

RvP,    Bu 76  .77  .77 

iBuckwhpat.    Bu.     ..           .61  .78  .76 

PotaUM-s,    Bii 85  1.20  1.2.5 

Li.ks.    Bu 95  1.10  1.10 

Inav,  Ton    11.60  11.90  12.30 

Iflnirs.   Cwt 10.40  14.50  14.50 

IBpHf  cattle.  Cwt.    .  .        8.80  11.90  11.90 

Ivd  calv.-s.  Cwt.    ..      11.90  14.60  15.10 

lsh«p,   Cwt 4.15  5.30  5.80 

Lamlis,    Cwt 9.60  12.10  12.00 

iHilk  cow.s,  Hia<l    ..      92.00  113.00  115,00 

IHitsps,     Hpj(i      ...    103.00  116.00  118.00 

IHiiI.s.   Head    108.00  127.00  128.00 

Iniifkcns,    Lli 188  .225  .230 

Im.vj.  U> 27  .29  .82 

Im/wh'salc.    Cwt.        2.75  3.00  3.10 

Hilk,   retail.    Qt.  .  .           .122  .132  .132 

Iftitter.    Lb 37  .45  ,46 

kftrrfat.    LI) 37  ,45  ,46 

IE.'J5,   Dnz 404  .454  .462 

h,l    Lb 42  .45  .46 

ICEILING  PRICES  FOR 
POTATOES  EXPLAINED 

It  N  response  to  numerous  requests 
U  for  explanations  of  the  potato  ceil- 
ing prices  fixed  by  the  Office  of  Price 
Administration,  the  Department  of 
lAsriculture  has  issued  the  following 
Statement : 

The  maximum  prices  for  Pennsyl- 
ivania  potatoes  of  U.  S.  No.   1  quality 
b  100-pound  sacks  FOB  Pennsylvania 
Ishipping  point  are  $2.20  in  December, 
|C30  in  January,  1943;  $2.45  in  Febru- 
»n'.  March   and   April,   $2.40    in   May 
m  $2.25  in  June.    Pennsylvania  far- 
mers are  advised  to  note  particularly 
that  these  prices  are  for  U.  S.  No.  1 
potatoes  in  100-pound  burlap  sacks  as 
sold  by  the  producer,  country  shipper, 
tanner  cooperative   or   other   associa- 
tions and  not  the  prices  to  be  received 
pnhe  city  buyer. 
"For  u.  s.   No.    1    potatoes    packed 
|[*  A.  two  inch  minimum,  replacing 
|we  one  and  seven-eighth  minimum  as 
Itne  grade  requires,  the  country  ship- 
per may  add    20    cents    per    hundred 
Ifet'J^ ''°  ^^^  monthly  maximum  prices 
im.    For    potatoes    grading    below 
rs.  No.  1   the  country   shipper  re- 
pnes  30    cents    a    hundred    pounds 
ICer  the  listed   prices    for   the   par- 
Y'-m  month." 

,j..^[^tary   Light    pointed    out,    how- 

•!  ;  ,   ^  the  market  price  of  potatoes 

fiMf      U"f^er   the    ceiling    price    and 

titri        growers  that  they   are  en- 

Dir    1°  '■eceive   the   regular   market 

?m  ^^^^^    product.      Sales    by 

'fi   ff   "^"ect   to   the    consumer   are 

rami  -   ^^^  by  the  regulation  if  the 

h^-^^^  '"^^les  to  consumers  during  the 

l>ftri    I  "^onth    of    all    commodities 

Irs  T?,  °"  ^^  ^^^^  did  not  exceed 
L_/,"Vegulation  does  also  not  apply 
I  reiail  sales,  it  is  stated. 

m  CO.  PRODUCES 
*T  OF  PA.  GRAPES 

1)^  THE  13,300  tons  of  grapes  pro- 
I'iJtn  Jast  year  in  this  State,  10,- 
lons  Were  produced  in  Erie  County. 
L^^an  County  with  less  than  a  third 
1  yon  trailed  all  the  counties  In 
.^•^  production.     The  total  value  of 


COMPLETE  PLANS  FOR 
FARM  SHOW  GROUPS 

ARRANGEMENTS  have  been  com- 
-^  pleted  for  the  annual  meetings  of 
the  various  State-wide  agricultural 
organizations  to  be  held  in  Harris- 
burg January  12,  13  and  14  which 
will  represent  the  27th  annual  Penn- 
sylvania Farm  Show,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  John  H.  Light,  who  is 
chairman  of  the  Farm  Show  Commis- 
sion, has  announced.  The  vast  show 
buildings  are  being  used  as  a  school 
for  Army  airplane  mechanics  which 
will  not  permit  any  of  the  regular 
show  activities  being  conducted  there. 
Holding  of  the  annual  meetings  similar 
to  schedules  followed  in  previous  years 
during  Farm  Show  week  was  decided 
upon  to  prevent  a  break  in  the  con- 
tinuity of  the  famous  agricultural 
event.  The  meetings  have  been  de- 
signed to  be  of  particular  benefit  to 
agriculture  under  the  stress  of  war 
and  to  also  give  consideration  of  the 
post-war  period.  They  will  be  held 
throughout  the  three  days  in  the 
Penn-Harris  and  Harrisburger  hotels, 
Chestnut  Street  Auditorium,  Y.  W.  C. 
A.  Auditorium  and  the  Education 
Building. 

Of  particular  interest  is  the  general 
meeting  for  all  the  groups  to  be  held 
Wednesday  evening,  January  13  in 
the  Forum  of  the  Education  Building 
for  which  a  program  is  being  arranged 
to  include  noted  speakers, 

BRAMBLE  PLANTINGS 
SHOWING  DECREASE 

THE  number  of  bramble  plantings 
in  this  State  entered  for  inspec- 
tion and  consequently  the  nimiber 
certified  has  been  showing  a  gradual 
decline  since  1933  according  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 
That  improvement,  however,  has  been 
made  in  bramble  culture  is  noted  in 
the  fact  that  the  percentage  of  plant- 
ings failing  to  qualify  for  certification 
has  been  consistently  lower. 

During  this  year  a  total  of  115 
plantings,  including  blackberries,  boy- 
senberries,  blaxjk,  purple  and  red 
raspberries,  and  dewberries  were 
entered  for  inspection  compared  with 
108  last  year  and  189  in  1933,  Of 
those  entered  85  plantings  qualified  for 
certification  compared  with  83  certi- 
fied in  1941.  Inspections  were  made 
in  20  counties  and  plantings  certified 
in  17  counties  comprising  Berks,  Blair, 
Butler,  Centre,  Dauphin,  Erie,  Hunt- 
ingdon, Juniata,  Lancaster,  Lawrence, 
Luzerne,  Lycoming,  Mercer,  Snyder, 
Somerset,  Union  and  York. 

Plantings  were  rejected  for  mosais. 
crown  gall,  mixture  of  varieties,  weeds 
and  failure  to  isolate  diseased  plants. 
Growing  conditions  during  the  past 
season  were  not  the  most  favorable  due 
to  extreme  wet  weather  and  less  than 
normal  sunshine  which  resulted  in 
weeds  having  become  a  problem  in 
some  cases  before  the  end  of  the  sea- 
son. Plantings  on  soil  that  was  well 
drained  came  through  the  season  in 
good  condition  and  those  growers  are 
expecting  to  harvest  a  good  crop  of 
well  rooted  plants. 

Applications  for  inspection  and  cer- 
tification during  next  year  must  be 
filed  in  the  office  of  Plant  Industry 
on  or  before  May  15.  Applications  will 
be  mailed  in  April  to  those  growers 
whose  names  are  on  the  mailing  list  of 
the  bureau. 

CURING  CONDITIONS 
FAIR  FOR  TOBACCO 

CURING  conditions  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Seedleaf  tobacco  crop  have 
been  only  fair  during  October,  ac- 
cording to  the  Federal-State  Crop  Re- 
porting Survey  issued  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  Some  crops  are 
nearly  cured  with  color  reported  fav- 
orable but  uncertain  as  to  other 
quality  characteristics  because  of  pole- 
burn  and  the  light  weight.  A  few 
growers  have  commenced  stripping 
and  early  reports  vary  widely.  Per- 
centage of  wrappers  has  been  esti- 
mated as  low  as  50.  Thin  leaf  rust 
and  "loose-rib"  have  been  the  most 
common  complaints.  Late  crops  are 
curing  out  better  than  earlier  ones 
and  this  factor  will  tend  to  hold  up 
average  yields  somewhat.  Because  of 
the  varied  conditions  and  the  small 
amount  of  stripping  done  to  date  it 
is  difficult  to  predict  final  results  at 
this   time. 


DUTCH  ELM  DISEASE 
REMAINS  AS  THREAT 
TO  TREES  IN  PENNA. 

OFFICIALS  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  John  H.  Light  de- 
clared that  the  Dutch  Elm  disease  is 
still  a  threat  to  the  health  of  Penn- 
sylvania elm  trees,  in  commenting 
upon  the  report  of  the  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry  dealing  with  that  sub- 
ject. Up  to  the  first  of  November  a 
total  of  973  infected  trees  were  lo- 
cated and  destroyed  in  Pennsylvania 
since  this  disease  was  first  reported 
in  this  state  in  1938.  So  far  this  year 
143  infected  trees  were  found  and 
destroyed,  compared  with  328  trees 
found  in  1941,  262  trees  located  in  1940, 
230  trees  in  1939  and  10  trees  in  1938. 
The  Dutch  Elm  disease  work  in 
Pennsylvania  is  carried  out  coopera- 
tively by  the  Pennsylvania  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  and  the  Federal 
Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant 
Quarantine.  The  work  in  this  state 
consists  of  scouting,  sanitation  and 
eradication  of  diseased  trees.  Since 
the  beginning  of  the  war  emergency 
period,  the  scouting  and  sanitation 
work  have  been  greatly  curtailed.  In 
previous  years,  scouting*  work  was 
carried  on  for  infected  trees  in  the 
major  infected  area,  centering  in 
Bucks  county.  This  year  the  work 
is  confined  entirely  to  the  margin  of 
the  major  infected  area.  The  purpose 
of  the  marginal  scouting  work  is  to 
locate  the  outer  limits  of  the  disease 
in  relation  to  the  entire  disease  in- 
fected area.  There  are  eleven  coun- 
ties in  which  the  disease  has  been 
reported  since  it  was  first  discovered 
in  this  state.  These  counties  are: 
Berks,  Bucks,  Delaware,  Lehigh,  Lu- 
zerne, Monroe.  Montgomery,  North- 
ampton. Philadelphia,  Susquehanna 
and  Wayne. 

While  the  number  of  infected  trees 
found  in  Pennsylvania  so  far  this 
year  is  considerably  less  than  the 
number  found  during  1941,  this  should 
not  be  interpreted  to  mean  the  dis- 
ease is  on  the  decrease  in  its  severity 
of  infection.  On  the  contrary  it  in- 
dicates a  heavier  infection  of  the  dis- 
ease was  found  this  year  than  was 
found  in  1941,  In  1941  the  scouting 
included  the  major  infected  area 
where  the  infection  was  more  concen- 
trated and  where  a  larger  number  of 
infected  trees  would  be  found.  TTie 
scouting  work  this  year  was  con- 
ducted in  the  margin  of  the  infected 
area  and  naturally  the  infected  trees 
would  be  fewer  and  more  scattered. 

It  is  urged  that  all  persons  who 
value  their  elms  should  take  pre- 
cautions to  keep  them  in  good  health. 
All  dead  wood  should  be  removed  or 
any  .branches  that  show  evidence  of 
elm  bark  beetle  infestation  should  be 
pruned  out  and  burned  before  the 
beetles  emerge.  This  is  especially 
true  in  the  major  infected  area.  The 
removal  of  dead  or  partially  dead 
wood  or  trees  is  considered  an  im- 
portant part  of  the  present  eradica- 
tion program.  Healthy  elms  provide 
unfavorable  breeding  places  for  the 
elm  bark  beetles  which  are  known  to 
be  carriers  of  the  disease. 


TEST  31,208  CATTLE 
FOR  BANG'S  DISEASE 

A  TOTAL  of  31,208  cattle  in  1,884 
herds  in  this  State  were  tested 
for  Bang's  disease  during  the  month 
of  November  under  direction  of  the 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture.  Of  that 
nimiber  1,173  cattle  in  447  herds  were 
found  to  be  infected,  which  is  a  cattle 
infection  of  3.7  percent  and  a  herd 
infection  of  23.7  percent.  In  addition 
to  the  tests  made  on  cattle  similar 
tests  were  made  on  39  horses  and  85 
goats,  all  of  which  were  found  to  be 
negative. 

At  the  present  time  a  total  of  646,165 
cattle  in  74.117  herds  are  under  disease 
testing  supervision  of  the  Bureau  of 
Animal  Industry,  There  are  also  1,- 
455  goats  in  189  herds  imder  similar 
supervision. 

During  the  past  month  the  State 
paid  $32,076  and  the  Federal  govern- 
ment paid  $18,340  in  indemnities  for 
Bang's    disease    condemned    cattle. 
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roNSISTE^^GROW^ 
IS  SHOWN  BTTSfmA. 

iriVNNSYLVANIA'S  rise  to  the  posi- 

Ptinn  of    seventh    place    among    all 

LTcco    producing     states     in     this 

I  .nntrv  has   resulted    from   a    rather 

rSent  increase  in  acreage  devoted 

'that  crop  and  in  production  since 

o.c   the  vear   of   the   earliest   avail 


QAfi   the  vear   oi    uic    caincou    avcm- 

hiP  records  of  the  State  Department 

T  Apiculture.    This  State  now  holds 

Lmi°d  Dlace  in  the  average  yield  per 


lorrrand' ninth  place  in  total  value  of 

the  cfoP  which  last  year  wa^  placed 

at  $7,616,000.  .  ^   .      ,, 

Although  tobacco  is  produced  in  11 

Irnunties  in  Pennsylvania,  the  great 
oart   of    the    crop    is    produced     in 

Lancaster  County  where  last  year,  of 
the  State's  total  of  35,700  acres  devoted 
to  the  crop.  31,620  were  planted.     Of 

Ue    total     production     of     52,518,000 

hounds.  49.620.000  pounds  were  pro- 
duced in  that  county  which  had  an 
estimated  value  of  $6^88,320  of  the 
$6  930,000  for  all  the  producing 
counties.  That  county,  however,  does 
not  hold  first  place  in  the  average 
vield  per  acre.  Clinton  County  with 
140  acres  holding  that  rank  with  an 
average  of  1.717  pounds  compared  with 
1475  for  Lancaster.  Other  counties 
yielding  above  that  figure  are  Juniata 
1660  pounds  from  a  total  of  10  acres; 
Lycoming  with  1,550  pounds  from  100 
acres,  and  Snyder,  1,580  pounds  from 
50  acres.  Chester  County  with  460 
acres  and  an  average  yield  of  1,465 
pounds  was  a  close  second  to  Lian- 
caster.  York  County  with  660  acres 
is  second  in  the  State  in  acreage  but 
the  average  yield  was  1,310  pounds. 
Other  counties  in  which  tobacco  is 
produced  are  Tioga,  60  acres,  average 
yield.  1,410  pounds;  Dauphin,  100 
acres,  average  yield,  1,335  pounds; 
Berlcs,  70  acres,  average  yield.  1,150 
pounds,  and  Lebanon.  410  acres,  aver- 

|age  yield  1,390  pounds. 
In  1866.  according  to  the  department 

[records.  4.000   acres   were    planted    to 

Itobacco  in  this  State  which  yielded 
an  average  of  1.120  pounds  or  a  total 
production  of  4.480.000  pounds.  For 
each  of  the  next  three  years  the 
acreage  was  reduced  to  3,000  acres, 
but  went  again  to  4.000  acres  in  1870. 
The  next  year  it  was  increased  to  7,000 
acres  which  yielded  an  average  of  1,- 
120  pounds  or  a   total   production   of 

n.840,000  pounds  and  from  that  period 
on  the  increase  was  rather  consistent. 
excepting  for  some  years  when  re- 
ductions occuned.  Marked  dips  in 
average  acre  yield  occurred  at  various 
times  previous  to  1900.  the  most  pro- 
nounced being  in  1881  when  730 
pounds  were  produced  compared  with 
IB  pounds  the  year  previously  and 
in  1898  when  the  average  dropped  to 
SOO  pounds  from  1.540  in  1897.  Prom 
*e  beginning  of  the  present  centurj- 
[0  the  pre.sent  time  the  variations 
nave  not  been  as  great. 

I)E.\LERS'  LICENSES 
EXPIRE  DECEMBER  31 

n^ESTOCK  dealers  are  reminded 
oy  the  Department   of   Agriculture 

mat  their  licenses  will  expire  Decem- 
pf  31  and  that  all  persons  who  con- 
remplate  dealing  in  livestock  during 
i.ne  next  year  should  apply  for  their 
\"TK^^  once.  Applications  for  re- 
y»ai  have  been  mailed  by  the  Bureau 

f  Animal  Industry  to  all  persons  now 

>  5^  ^  hcense.  Applications  must 
r  addressed    to    the    Department    of 

•^icultuie.   Harrisburg. 


M  NON  ESSENTIAL 
pETABLE  CROPS 

l|HE  Federal  Foods  Requirements 
L  ^ommittee  has  announced  that  the 
L,  j^^^Partment  of  Agriculture  "could 
].,  ^f^^^  with  production  or  market- 
L  ^^^  le.ss  essential  winter  vege- 
;ie  crops."  The  list  of  the  less  es- 
lifai  ^'"^^i"  vegetable  crops  includes 
l^a'oupes.  cucumbers,  cauliflower. 
tad  1  ■  ^^^^^"ielo"s,  bleached  celery. 
f;  lettuce,  green  peppers,  asparagus. 
I'^  artichokes. 

,  FCH  CELERY  STORED 
'I'N  GOOD  DEMAND 

i|OST  of   the    celery    crops    in    the 

I.  southeastern  and  Bucks-Philadel- 

I  in  t^^^^   ^^^^    heen    harvested    or 
inched."      A    few    late    fields    were 


IS  ILLEGAL  TO  SELL 
HORSE  MEAT  IN  PA. 

TJEPORTS  that  horse  meat  is  being 
'^^  sold  in  at  least  one  State  for 
human  consumption  prompted  a  dec- 
laration from  Secretary  John  H.  Light 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  that 
the  slaughtering  or  preparing  of  horse 
carcasses  or  organs  for  human  con- 
sumption in  Pennsylvania  is  unlawful. 
The  Meat  Hygiene  Act  of  this  State 
specifically  defines  horse  meat  as  un- 
wholesome and  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption and  provides  that  fines  be 
imposed  if  convictions  are  procured 
for  violations. 

SUGGEST  METHODS  TO 
HALT  TREE  (DAMAGE 

SUGGESTIONS  for  protection  of 
small  fruit  trees  against  injury  by 
rabbits  are  made  by  specialists  of  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture.  It  is  stated 
that  orchardists  and  nurserymen  each 
year  sufifer  the  loss  of  many  trees  due 
to  damage  by  rabbits  which  eat  off 
the  small  trees  near  the  ground  line 
or  eat  the  bark  from  the  stem  or 
trunk.  The  barking  occurs  near  the 
ground  or  snow  level. 

It  is  suggested  that  trees  may  be  pro- 
tected by  the  use  of  a  wash  made  by 
placing  seven  pounds  of  rosin  in  one 
gallon  of  denatured  grain  alcohol. 
Wood  alcohol  should  not  be  used  as 
it  will  cause  injury  to  the  trees.  The 
rosin  is  pulverized  and  added  to  the 
alcohol  in  a  container  with  a  tight 
cover.  Frequent  shaking  will  hasten 
the  dissolving,  but  it  usually  takes  24 
hours  for  the  mixture  to  become 
thoroughly  mixed. 

Application  should  be  made  to  the 
tree  only  when  the  bark  is  dry.  A 
cheap  paint  brush  can  be  used  for 
the  purpose.  The  mixture  should  be 
painted  on  the  trees  to  a  height  of 
about  two  feet.  One  treatment  will 
give  protection  for  one  year.  One 
gallon  of  mixture  will  cover  about  150 
to  200  two-year-old  apple  trees  and  it 
will  take  one  man  about  an  hour  to 
paint  35  trees. 

Trees  may  also  be  protected  by  the 
use  of  fine  wire  screen  or  heavy  paper 
cylinders  tied  about  the  trunks.  Wire 
screens  may  be  left  in  place  until  the 
growth  of  the  tree  has  made  them  too 
small  but  paper  protectors  should  be 
removed  each  Spring  as  soon  as  danger 
of  rabbit  feeding  is  over. 

SEES  MUCH  INTEREST 
IN  GROUP  MEETINGS 

W/"ITH  problems  of  far  greater  seri- 
▼▼  ousness  than  ever  before  facing 
agriculture,  much  interest  is  being 
shown  in  the  annual  meetings  of 
State-wide  farm  organizations  to  be 
held  January  12,  13  and  14  in  Harris- 
burg, according  to  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture John  H.  Light,  who  is  chair- 
man of  the  Farm  Show  Commission. 
The  meetings  have  been  planned  to 
mark  the  continuity  of  the  famous 
Pennsylvania  Farm  Products  Show 
which  cannot  be  held  this  year,  the 
vast  buildings  devoted  to  that  enter- 
prise now  being  used  as  a  mechanics 
training  school  ftfi-  the  United  States 
Army  air  corps. 

About  25  organizations  will  hold  an- 
nual meetings  during  the  three-day 
period,  following  schedules  similar  to 
those  in  the  past  during  farm  show 
week.  Discussions  of  far-reaching  im- 
portance predominate  on  every  pro- 
gram. Federal  officials  will  be  present 
to  explain  rulings  by  the  government 
affecting  the  many  phases  of  agri- 
culture. 

Uppermost  in  interest  will  be  the 
discussions  of  the  farm  labor  situation, 
farm  equipment  of  which  only  20  per- 
cent of  new  machinery  will  be  avail- 
able in  1943  of  the  quantity  produced 
in  1940.  and  the  diminished  fertilizer 
supplies.  A  general  meeting  of  all 
groups  will  be  held  Wednesday  eve- 
ning, January  13  in  the  Forum  of  the 
Education  Building. 

hurt  by  freezes  during  the  forepart 
of  November  and  condition  is  only 
fair.  Late  planted  fields  did  not  size 
up  and  much  small  celery  was  cut. 
Quality  has  been  very  good  and 
storage  stocks  are  large  this  year.  De- 
mand has  been  good  and  volume  being 
marketed  Is  steady  with  an  increase 
expected  during  holiday  periods. 


TEST  57,240  CATTLE 
FOR  BANG'S  DISEASE 
DURING  ONE  MONTH 

rkURING  the  month  of  November 
*^  37,240  cattle  in  this  State  tested 
under  direction  of  the  Bureau  of  Ani- 
mal Industry  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  only  101  were  found  to  be 
infected,  according  to  reports  to  Sec- 
retary John  H.  Light.  Indemnities 
during  that  period  paid  by  the  State 
for  condemned  cattle  amounted  to  $3,- 
637  and  payments  by  the  Federal 
Government   totaled   $3,015. 

During  the  month  a  total  of  177,- 
347  specimens  were  examined  for  dis- 
ease at  the  department  laboratory  of 
which  49,147  were  of  cattle  and  126- 
362  were  of  chickens.  Other  speci- 
mens were  of  horses,  swine,  goats, 
dogs,  cats,  turkeys,  ducks,  guinea  fowl 
and  quail.  Included  among  the  ex- 
aminations made  of  dogs,  24  were  for 
the  determination  of  the  existence  of 
rabies,  10  of  which  were  found  to  be 
positive.  Cases  of  rabies  were  re- 
ported in  Allegheny,  Delaware,  Fay- 
ette, Washington  and  Westmoreland 
Counties. 

According  to  the  report  a  total  of 
18,644  individual  dog  and  seven  kennel 
licenses  were  issued  and  there  were  23 
prosecutions  for  dog  law  violations.  A 
total  of  1,342  stray  and  uncontrolled 
dogs  were  killed  in  this  State  by  police 
officers  and  11  stray  dogs  were  killed 
by  agents  of  the  department.  A  total 
of  99  claims  for  damage  to  livestock 
and  poultry  by  dogs  were  investigated 
resulting  in  the  payment  of  $2,663  to 
persons  making  the  claims.  Damage 
amounting  to  $128  was  paid  to  the 
State  by  owners  of  dogs  which  had 
caused  damage  and  settlements  be- 
tween claimants  and  dog  owners 
amounted  to  $156. 

ALL  AREAS  IN  PENNA. 
HAVE  CABBAGE  LOSS 

'T'HE  weather  in  Pennsylvania  dur- 
-■■  ing  the  latter  part  of  November 
was  quite  favorable  for  the  harvesting 
of  late  truck  crops,  according  to  the 
Federal-State  Crop  Reporting  survey 
issued  by  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. Temperatures,  though  below 
normal  due  to  several  days  of  cold 
freezing  weather,  moderated  to  allow 
completion  of  harvest  for  all  except 
root  crops  in  the  southeastern  areas. 
The  warmer  weather  brought  the 
average  temperature  for  the  State  to 
slightly  above  normal  for  the  period. 
Precipitation  was  light  and  scattered 
in  the  east  and  much  heavier  in  the 
west  to  average  about  normal  for  all 
areas  as  a  whole.  Preparation  and 
clean-up  of  fields  In  many  sections  is 
not  so  far  advanced  as  in  other  years 
due  to  a  lack  of  definite  plans  for 
1943  plantings.  The  labor  situation 
next  year  is  the  big  question  upper- 
most in   the  growers'  thoughts. 

Most  all  areas  have  some  Danish 
cabbage  still  in  the  fields  and  it  is  now 
doubtful  if  much  of  this  can  be  sal- 
vaged. Markets  are  generally  slow  and 
large  quantities,  which  must  be  moved 
soon  are  held  in  temporary  storages 
on  farms. 

Movement  of  the  late  spinach  crop 
from  the  Bucks-Philadelphia  area  will 
continue  so  long  as  open  weather  pre- 
vails. Heavy  freezes  late  in  Novem- 
ber severely  damaged  late  spinach 
fields  lowering  current  supplies  and 
the  season  is  now  drawing  to  a  close. 

MILLIONS  OF  POUNDS 
OF  MEAT  INSPECTED 

UNDER  direction  of  the  Meat 
Hygiene  Division  of  the  Bureau  of 
Animal  Industry  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  a  total  of  3,510.462 
pounds  of  meat  and  meat  products 
and  1,887,480  pounds  of  animal  organs 
intended  for  human  consumption,  were 
examined  during  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber at  various  slaughtering  establish- 
ments throughout  the  State.  The 
examinations  resulted  in  the  con- 
demning of  1,092  pounds  of  meat  and 
meat  products  and  108,494  pounds  of 
organs.  Examinations  were  also  made 
of  720  meat  establishments  for  sanita- 
tion. Ante  and  post  mortem  examina- 
tions were  also  made  of  40,227  cattle 
and  carcas.ses  of  which  135  of  the 
latter  were  condemned  and  not  per- 
mitted to  be  used  for  human  consump- 
tion. 
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HEAVY  C 
TO  MEAT  S 
MADE  BY 


inTTMNSYLVANIA  agriculIuPT^akes 
rThpavy  annual  contribution  to  the 
!t  !;uDDUes  of  this  country,  accord- 

r  tn  the  records  of  the  Department 
if  Agriculture  compiled  in   a  general 

'  inction  survey.  In  spite  of  the 
EpSv  production,  however,  it  is  not 
^lltMh  to  provide  for  the  entire 
nopulation  of  the  State  according  to 
National     per 


capita      consumption 


iLrding  to  the  preliminary  figures 
f«r  Si  a  total  of  466.015.000  pounds 
me  weight  of  cattle,  calves,  sheep  and 
u'L  \v^re  sold  from  Pennsylvania 
S  That  figure  is  divided  into 
2v^  m  Dounds  of  cattle  and  calves, 
S  ifsS  polSds  of  hogs  and  12.335.- 
S  DOunds  of  sheep,  producing  a  cash 
inrome  of  $29,154,000  from  cattle  and 
Sr$?2.189,000  from  hogs  and  $913,- 
So  from  sheep,  or  a  total  cash  income 
from  those  three  meat  sources  of  $42,- 

''Snal  figures  show  that  the 
avpraee  annual  per  capita  consump- 
?inn  of  beef  and  veal  is  60.9  pounds, 
ork.63.7  pounds,  and  lamb  and  mut- 
tnn  66  pounds,  or  a  total  of  130.2 
nounds  which  is  exactly  the  amount 
that  was  originally  set  as  the  rationed 
fioure  by  the  Federal  Office  of  Price 
Administration  when  it  was  declared 
that  a  meat  shortage  had  developed. 
At  the  time  of  the  announcement  it 
was  generally  felt  that  a  great  reduc- 
tion in  consumption  was  required  to 
meet  that  figure. 

On  January  1  of  this  year.  Lancaster 
Countv  held  the  lead  by  a  wide  mar- 
ein  of  all  counties   in   this   State    in 
the  number  of  all  cattle  on  the  farms 
and  in  the  total  value  of  those  cattle. 
The  number  is  placed  at  105,680  with 
a  value  of   $9,405,200    or    an    average 
per  head  value  of  $89.    Chester  County 
is  second  with  69.490  cattle  having   a 
value  of  $6,462,570,  or  an  average  per 
head  value  of  $93.      ITie   number   of 
all  cattle  on  the  farms  of  the  State  at 
that  time  was  1,529,000.  having  a  value 
of  $119,612,000.  or  a  per  head  average 
value  of  $78.20. 
York  County  holds  the  lead  in  the 
number  of  swine   on   the   farms,   the 
total  being  placed  at  45,380  having  a 
total  value  of  $639,860,  or  an  average 
per  head  value  of  $14.10.      Lancaster 
County  is  second    with    34,360    swine 
having  a  value  of  $494,780  or  an  aver- 
age per  head   value   of   $14.40.      The 
total  number  of  swine  on   the  farms 
of  the  State  was  701.000  which  were 
valued  at  $10,205,000   or    a    per   head 
average  of  $14.60. 
With  118.170  sheep,   Greene  County 
was  far  in  the   lead    among   all    the 
counties.    The  value  of  those  sheep  is 
given  as  $850,820,  or  an  average   per 
head  value    of    $7.20.       Washington 
County  was  second  with  88,710  sheep 
having  a  value  of  $656,450,  or  an  aver- 
age of  $7.40.    A  total  of  370,000  sheep 
«^ere  on  all  the   farms  of  the   State, 
having  a  value  of  $2,823,000. 

20  MILLION  POUNDS 
OF  GRAPES  CERTIFIED 

UB3»0RTS  by  the  Buieau  of  Markets 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
show  that  more  than  20  million  pounds 
^5  grapes  produced  in  thLs  State  this 
Jfar  were  certified  by  Federal-State 
'''''^pection  as  they  were  received  at 
processing  plants.  This  is  nearly 
^oiible  the  quantity  inspected  last  year 
"■"en  the  figure  showed  approximately 
'^  million  pounds. 

The  report  shows  that  most  of  the 
J^^nnsylvania  grape  production  is  now 
"^"1?  processed  instead  of  being  sold 
on  the  fresh  markets.  This  transition 
Jj  u'llization  has  taken  place  over 
^  past  few  years,  previous  to  which 
"^  the  reverse  condition  prevailed. 
Jf^'^ajor  part  of  the  commercial 
Ukp  tr  is  in  Erie  County  bordering 
jf  J  ^^^-  '^^6  average  return  to  the 
!.^yrs  was  about  10  per  cent  higher 
S  MK^^^^  but  it  is  stated  that  labor 
w.  f!?^  production   costs   increased 


3  to  30 


per  cent  in  many  instances. 


Service   Began   In    1914 

4h    ^^°P  ^"^   Livestock   Reporting 
ice  as  it  is  now  operated   in  the 
,'f,.Y^Partment  of  Agriculture  was 
^^bhshed  in  1914. 


ANNOUNCE  PROGRAM 
FOR  FARM  MEETING 

GOVERNOR-ELECT  Edward  Martin 
and  Governor  Arthur  H.  James 
will  highlight  the  program  of  the 
meeting  of  all  the  agricultural  groups 
to  be  held  Wednesday  evening,  Janu- 
ary 13  in  the  Forum  of  the  Education 
Building  in  connection  with  the  an- 
nual sessions  to  be  conducted  in 
Harrisburg  in  place  of  the  famous  an- 
nual Farm  Show.  This  announcement 
has  been  made  by  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture John  H.  Light,  who  is  chair- 
man of  the  Farm  Show  Commission, 
and  who  will  preside  at  the  general 
gathering.  The  principal  address  for 
the  occasion  will  be  delivered  by 
Wheeler  McMillen  of  Philadelphia, 
president  of  the  National  Chemurgic 
Council.  Addresses  will  also  be  given 
by  Secretary  Light  and  Dr.  A.  C. 
Marts,  director  of  the  State  Council 
of   Defense. 

The  general  meeting  will  feature  the 
three  day  sessions  of  the  approxi- 
mately 25  state-wide  organizations  to 
toe  held  January  12,  13  and  14  in 
Harrisburg  which  have  been  arranged 
according  to  a  schedule  similar  to  that 
followed  in  previous  years  during  Farm 
Show  week.  Tliis  plan  was  decided 
upon  to  prevent  a  break  in  the  con- 
tinuity of  the  Farm  Show  which  has 
operated  without  a  break  for  26  years, 
but  which  was  eliminated  this  year  be- 
cause of  the  buildings  being  occupied 
as  a  training  school  for  mechanics  for 
the  Army  Air  Corps. 

The  agricultural  meetings  this  year 
are  looked  upon  as  being  of  greater 
Importance  than  at  any  time  in  the 
past  in  view  of  the  tremendous  food 
production  required  under  the  war 
program  and  the  difficult  problems 
facing  the  farmer  as  a  result  of  the 
labor  situation,  shortage  of  fertilizer 
and  rationing  of  farm  equipment.  All 
the  groups  have  planned  programs  to 
cover  complete  discussions  of  the  vari- 
ous vital  subjects  in  addition  to  having 
arranged  for  the  appearance  of  Federal 
officials  to  explain  the  applications  of 
the  orders  which  are  being  made  af- 
fecting agriculture.  The  meetings  will 
be  held  in  the  Penn-Harris  and  Harris- 
burger  hotels.  Y.  W.  C.  A..  Chestnut 
Street  Hall  and  the  Education  Build- 
ing. 

NEEDED  INSECTICIDES 
WILL  BE  AVAILABLE 

ACCORDING  to  Government  sur- 
veys and  reports  from  manufac- 
turers, the  supply  of  insecticides  and 
fungicides  should  be  sufficient  to  pro- 
tect the  important  1943  crops  from  in- 
sect and  plant  disease  pests,  it  is 
stated  by  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. There  is  a  surplus  of  some  im- 
portant materials  and  a  shortage  of 
others  which  will  necessitate  a  certain 
shifting  in  the  use  of  materials  for 
use  as  sprays. 

The  supply  of  arsenical  insecticides, 
including  lead  arsenate,  calcium  ar- 
senate and  paris  green,  is  expected  to 
average  from  10  to  15  per  cent  below 
that  of  l&st  year.  It  is  proposed  that 
the  difference  be  made  up  by  using 
cryolite  or  nicotine  where  possible  as 
substitutes. 

Pyrenthrum  and  rotenone  are  two 
insecticides  which  are  important  in 
this  country  and  the  supply  of  each 
is  said  to  be  low.  The  exact  supply 
of  pyrethrum  is  not  known  at  present 
but  it  is  said  to  be  evident  that  it 
will  be  as  much  as  50  per  cent  below 
that  used  this  year  and  a  similar 
situation  is  said  to  exist  in  regards  to 
retenone.  Cryolite,  nicotine,  oils  and 
arsenicals  may  be  substituted  and  it  is 
advised  that  growers  prepare  at  once 
for  these  changes. 

Of  the  other  insecticides,  estimates 
are  made  indicating  an  adequate  sup- 
ply for  1943.  These  include  cyanides, 
fish  oils,  miscible  oils,  paradechloro- 
benzine,  tartar  emetic  and  sulphur. 
Of  the  materials  used  to  control  plant 
diseases,  copper  compounds  seem  most 
important  and  present  indications  are 
said  to  point  to  the  same  quantity 
being  available  for  1943  as  was  used 
in  1941.  Copper  is  under  government 
control  and  the  distribution  is  under 
WPB  order. 

Government  agencies  expect  about 
an  80  per  cent  normal  supply  of  mer- 
curials. There  is  an  adequate  supply 
of  sulphur.  It  is  pointed  out,  how- 
ever, that  transportation  may  become 
a  problem  in  procuring  such  materials 
as  liquid  lime  sulphur. 


EGG  PRODUCTION  IS 
MAINTAINING  RECORD 
LEVEL  OF  PAST  YEAR 

AN  INCREASE  of  13  percent  in  the 
number  of  layers  on  farms  in 
Pennsylvania  occurred  in  November 
compared  with  the  number  in  October 
as  a  result  of  large  additions  of  pul- 
lets to  laying  flocks,  according  to  the 
survey  of  the  Federal-State  Crop  Re- 
porting Service.  The  greater  number 
of  layers  kept  Pennsylvania  egg  pro- 
duction at  the  peak  levels  which  have 
prevailed  during  the  past  year.  Pro- 
duction per  layer  which  declines  sea- 
sonally from  October  to  November 
was  one  percent  less  than  a  year  ago. 
The  decline  in  feed  prices  which  is 
expected  at  this  season  of  the  year 
when  current  year  supplies  become 
available  was  less  than  a  year  ago  at 
the  similar  period  but  egg  and  poultry 
prices  have  continued  to  rise. 

The  number  of  layers  in  November 
is  placed  at  16.273,000  compared  with 
14,434,000  a  month  earlier  and  15.871,- 
000  in  November.  1941.  The  number 
of  eggs  produced  during  the  month 
was  137  million  compared  with  135 
million  during  each  of  the  months  of 
October  this  year  and  November.  1041. 
The  monthly  number  of  eggs  per  layer 
wa5  8.4  compared  with  9.4  in  October 
and  8.5  a  year  previously. 

According  to  reports  from  com- 
mercial establishments  an  average  of 
46.4  cents  per  dozen  was  received  dur- 
ing November  compared  with  45.7 
cents  in  October  and  40.3  cents  in 
November  1941.  The  average  price 
received  for  live  chickens  was  22.4 
cents  per  pound  compared  with  19.9 
cents  in  October  and  40.3  cents  a  year 
previously.  TTie  cost  per  hundred 
pounds  of  laying  mash  was  $2.90  com- 
pared with  $2.91  in  October  and  $2.62 
in  November  1941  and  the  price  for 
scratch  feed  was  $2.18  per  hundred 
pounds  in  both  November  and  October 
compared  with  $1.96  in  November  1941. 
On  the  basis  of  those  prices  it  took  66 
eggs  in  November  to  equal  in  value  100 
pounds  of  feed  compared  with  67  eggs 
in  October  and  68  eggs  a  year  previous- 
ly. 

Strong  demand,  repaid  exhaustion 
of  reserve  stocks  and  announcement 
of  1943  production  goals  high  lighted 
the  November  Poultry  markets.  Whole- 
sale prices  continued  firm  and  would 
undoubtedly  have  moved  upward  but 
for  the  ceiling  restrictions.  However, 
in  many  instances  these  prices  ap- 
peared largely  nominal  as  dealers  were 
able  to  move  their  limited  receipts  and 
storage  stocks  in  jobbing  channels  of 
trade  having  higher  permissible  ceil- 
ings. Light  available  stocks  of  storage 
eggs  and  the  abnormally  heavy  de- 
mand were  dominating  factors.  No- 
vember egg  receipts  at  the  four  princi- 
pal markets  ran  more  than  20  percent 
above  November  a  year  ago  as  com- 
pared with  an  increase  of  12  percent 
during   October. 

The  report  shows  that  production 
throughout  the  country  was  17  percent 
above  the  previous  record  November 
production  reached  last  year  and  61 
percent  above  the  previous  10-year 
average.  Egg  production  goals  for 
1943  for  the  country  at  large  call  for 
an  eight  percent  increase  with  mini- 
mum prices  equivalent  to  not  less  than 
30  cents  per  dozen  in  the  Spring  and 
early  Summer  and  an  annual  average 
price  of  34  cents  per  dozen,  the  ba.sis 
being  the  U.  S.  average  farm  price. 
Poultry  production  goals  call  for  four 
billion  pounds  of  chickens  and  560 
million  pounds  of  turkeys  to  be  con- 
sumed as  meat.  This  is  an  estimated 
increase  over  1942  production  of  28 
percent  and  15  percent  respectively. 
Prices  for  chickens  and  turkeys,  ex- 
clusive of  broilers  and  chickens  under 
three  pounds,  will  be  supported  at  90 
percent  of  the  parity  price. 

PRODUCTION  IN  TEST 
PLACED  AT  55.30% 

THE  tenth  week  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Official  Egg  Laying  Test, 
conducted  by  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, showed  production  of  55.30 
per  cent  for  the  1,079  competing  birds. 
Total  eggs  produced  to  that  time 
numbered  41,766  giving  an  average  of 
38.62  eggs  per  bird.  ITie  average  egg 
weight  was  23.88  ounces  per  dozen.  A 
pen  of  Rhode  Island  Reds  with  a  pro- 
duction of  809  eggs  and  a  score  of 
843.05  points,  was  in  the  lead. 


